
Halifax Harbour Plan





The Harbour Plan

n Steering Committee
n Literature Review & Research 
n Halifax Harbour Background Paper
n Economic Potential Study
n Human Uses of Halifax Harbour Report
n Integrated Harbour Management  Research
n Consultation



The Harbour is…

… a Seaport

… a Transportation Hub

… a Playground

… a Place to Live

… an Ecosystem



Findings

n Finite amount of land & water available & 
competing interests

n Management Structure

n Legislation/Jurisdiction

n Implementation/Action                                         
Plan



Preliminary Recommendations

n The Working Harbour
n Transportation Infrastructure
n Recreation Uses
n Residential Uses
n Environment
n Harbour Management/             

Administration



The Working Harbour

1. Maintain the Port of Halifax’s global 
competitiveness

Recommendations:

2. Reserve new and redeveloped sites 
for marine industrial/marine 
commercial uses



Former Ultramar 
Refinery Property

Coast Guard Property

Shearwater 

Nova Scotia Hospital Lands

Lyle Street Property

National Gypsum

CN Property

Fairview Cove



The Working Harbour

1. Maintain the Port of Halifax’s global 
competitiveness

Recommendations:

2. Reserve new and redeveloped sites 
for marine industrial/marine 
commercial uses

3. Address potential impacts on 
adjacent uses



Transportation Infrastructure

4. Ensure improved freight service 
to/from the port

5. Undertake study of potential & 
constraints of a Dartmouth rail line

6. Provide high speed ferry service
7. Explore commuter rail service

Recommendations:



Recreation Uses

9. Plan & develop new parks & trails

Recommendations:





Recreation Uses

10. Integrate trails with transit service
11. Plan trails around marine/industrial sites
12. Undertake comprehensive plan for Shannon  

Park
13. Capitalize on tourism potential

Recommendations:

9. Plan & develop new parks & trails



Residential Uses

15.Discourage residential development 
near marine industrial sites

16.Consider identified locations for multi-
unit residential development

Recommendations:



Dartmouth Waterfront

Dartmouth Cove/Marine Slips

Shannon Park

BIO to Wright’s Cove

Bedford Waterfront

Bedford Highway 
Properties

Halifax Waterfront



Residential Uses
Recommendations:

15. Discourage residential development near 
marine industrial sites

16. Consider identified locations for multi-unit 
residential development



Environment

19. Protect Halifax Harbour’s ecology as an 
entire watershed

20. Identify & protect significant environmentally 
sensitive, cultural heritage & archaeological 
sites

21. Formulate inter-governmental working 
agreements

22. Work with other governments on proactive 
habitat management

Recommendations:



Environment

24. Minimize ship air emissions & waste 
discharge

25. Undertake a modelling study to predict 
impacts of climate and weather

Recommendations:



Harbour Management / 
Administration

28. Research how other harbours are 
managed and administered

29. Establish a task force to discuss 
Harbour management issues and 
opportunities

Recommendations:



Next Steps

n Confirm Harbour Concept Plan with 
stakeholders & public

n Prepare a final draft Harbour Concept 
Plan

n Prepare a final Halifax Harbour Plan and 
Land Use By-law


