
Crosswalk Safety Advisory Committee: 
Crosswalk Safety Awareness Day Sub-Committee 

 
After a successful Crosswalk Safety Awareness Day held on November 5, 2014, the Crosswalk Safety 
Awareness Day Sub-Committee met for a final time on December 4, 2014 and offered these 
recommendations to the Crosswalk Safety Advisory Committee: 
 
• Hold the event on an annual basis at roughly the same time of year and, if resources allow, hold 

similar events during different times of the year 
• Modify the Crosswalk Captain tool kit to better define “dos and don’ts” of volunteers and include 

improved post-event instructions 
• Consider having a brief training session for Crosswalk Captains or instructional video 
• Have a more convenient method for distributing materials to Crosswalk Captains 
• Have a broader call for Crosswalk Captains across Halifax and possible online registration  
• Continue to provide give-aways for volunteers to hand out during events 
• Expand promotion to and involvement of schools and universities 
• Have better coordination of police events with Crosswalk Captain events 
• Provide a signage vehicle mount for police cars during police events 
• Have broader reach in media and to networks to promote the event more 
• Consider having both morning and afternoon events on the Awareness Day  
 
The sub-committee was quite pleased with Crosswalk Safety Awareness Day and congratulate Halifax 
Communications on its work in coordinating the event. 
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Crosswalk Awareness Day 
Crosswalk Awareness Day was created to 
help educate drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians to be cautious, and avoid 
distractions when approaching or using a 
crosswalk.  

 
On November 5th community members 
including police, Councillors, and the 
Crosswalk Safety Advisory Committee 
(CSAC)  volunteered their time to show 
their support and create crosswalk safety 
awareness.  
 
Crosswalk Captains and their volunteers 
were dispersed through the municipality at 
high-traffic crosswalks and intersections 
during the morning commute from  
8:30-9:00am. 

 
*crosswalk captains recruited and organized volunteers for their 
location. 



Promotional Toolkits 
All crosswalk captains were given promotional toolkits that included the 
following: 
 
• Promo cards—handouts with crosswalk safety facts  
 
• Reflective armbands 
 
• Heads Up Halifax signs—used  when crossing the 
   road to create visibility to drivers  
 
• Temporary Tattoos  
 
• Stickers—removal and repositionable  
 
• Volunteer package– a paper copy of volunteer guidelines included 

 



Locations 
• A total of 26 high-traffic crosswalk locations were 

selected across the municipality for the event 
• View the live map for full list of locations 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zBQLd3VU1fvs.kbp0_7cN7a3Q


Promotional Items 
Distribution 
Channels 

Armbands 
10,000 

Temporary Tattoos 
10,000 

Heads Up Halifax 
Signage 
60 

Promo Cards 
6,000 

Stickers  
5,000 

Crosswalk Captain 
Toolkits 

100 X 20 teams = 2,000 100 X 20 teams =2,000 2 X 20 teams =40 200 X 20 teams = 4,000 100 X 20 teams = 2,000 

TPW/Fire N/A N/A N/A N/A 300 

Police  100 200  2 X4 =8 200  200 
[placed on vehicles] 

BIDs N/A N/A N/A N/A 40 Downtown 
Dartmouth 
100 Downtown Halifax 

RCMP N/A N/A N/A N/A 20  
[placed on vehicles] 

Transit N/A N/A N/A N/A 100  
[placed on vehicles] 

Service Centres 100 X 4 = 400 100 X4 = 400 N/A 100 X4 = 400 100 X4 = 400 

Councillor Promo 
Toolkits 
 

50 X 9 = 450 100 X 9 = 900 N/A 100 X 9 = 900 100 X 9 = 900 

Total used 2,950 3,500 48 5,500 4,060 

Total remaining 1,050 6,500 12 500 940 



In The News 

 • Sept 18th | Metro News 
   Heads up, Halifax! New pedestrian safety campaign to kick 
   off next month 
 
• October 14th, 2014 | Global News 
   New Halifax crosswalk safety campaign begins next week 
 
• October 31st, 2014 
   Heads up Halifax, Nov.5 is Crosswalk Awareness Day 
 
• November 3rd 2014| CBC News 
   Heads Up Halifax highlights vehicle-pedestrian safety 
 
• November 5th, 2014 CBC News 
   Crosswalk Safety Awareness Day aims to shed light on  
   safety 
 
• November 5th, 2014 | News97.5 
   Heads up Halifax, it’s Crosswalk Safety Awareness Day 
 

• November 5th, 2014 
   Heads Up Halifax Aims To Strew Light On Crosswalk Safety 
 
• November 5th, 2014 | CTV news 
   Pedestrian injured on Crosswalk Awareness Day 
 
• November 5th | Chronicle Herald 
   Let’s all pay attention 
 
• November 5th, 2014 |unews.ca 
   Awareness campaign targets increase in crosswalk accidents  
 
• November 6, 2014 | Cape Breton Post 
   Better designed intersections, crosswalks  
   needed to reduce pedestrian collisions: expert 
 
• November 6, 2014 | Truro Daily 
   Better designed intersections, crosswalks needed to reduce  
   pedestrian collisions: expert 

http://metronews.ca/news/halifax/1159155/heads-up-halifax-new-pedestrian-safety-campaign-to-kick-off-next-month/
http://metronews.ca/news/halifax/1159155/heads-up-halifax-new-pedestrian-safety-campaign-to-kick-off-next-month/
http://globalnews.ca/news/1612764/new-halifax-crosswalk-safety-campaign-begins-next-week/
http://haligonia.ca/halifax-ns-news/news-blog/8542-heads-up-halifax-nov5-is-crosswalk-awareness-day.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/heads-up-halifax-highlights-vehicle-pedestrian-safety-1.2821643
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/crosswalk-safety-awareness-day-aims-to-shed-light-on-safety-1.2824271
http://www.news957.com/2014/11/05/heads-up-halifax-its-crosswalk-safety-awareness-day/
http://www.news957.com/2014/11/05/heads-up-halifax-its-crosswalk-safety-awareness-day/
http://catimes.net/regional/nova-scotia/heads-up-halifax-aims-to-shed-light-on-crosswalk-safety/
http://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=484640
http://thechronicleherald.ca/letters/1248703-voice-of-the-people-nov-5-2014
http://unews.ca/awareness-campaign-targets-increase-in-crosswalk-accidents/sthash.v1sFRjPQ.dpuf
http://www.capebretonpost.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930546/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.capebretonpost.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930546/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.capebretonpost.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930546/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930662/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930662/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930662/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1
http://www.trurodaily.com/News/Local/2014-11-06/article-3930662/Better-designed-intersections,-crosswalks-needed-to-reduce-pedestrian-collisions:-expert/1


Social Media 
• Twitter– Halifax’s official twitter 

account, @hfxgov was used to 
promote the event, provide 
safety awareness tips, and 
interact with residents using 
#headsuphalifax. The event 
was trending on twitter during 
and after the event. 

Tweets with 
#Headsuphalifax 

Re-tweets Favourites 

185 647 398 

https://twitter.com/hfxgov


Citizen Engagement Feedback 
 

• Pedestrians and drivers reacted positively 
 

• A few people stopped to take photos and then 
tweeted them later on 
 

• Everyone was concerned about this crossing for the 
Linear Trail; posts were installed for pedestrian 
crossing signs as per engineers plans, but no signs 
installed after 24 months. The trail is a continuation of 
the trail that crosses Radcliffe, Langbrae and 
Farnham Gate where crosswalks, now zebras, are 
painted. Why a different treatment? 
 

• Excellent response from pedestrians and cyclists in 
general. School bus drivers were waving to us, and 
most drivers were curious. One resident in the 
neighbourhood came and thanked us for doing this. 
In his words "we see crazy things happening here." 
One cyclist stopped by and demanded more bike 
lanes.  

 



Promotional Item 
Feedback 

From crosswalk team participants: 
 
• Overall a great success (reflective bands were popular), 

but this should be a beginning of a material, as well as 
mental change. 
 

• The sign was too large for easy holding in a windy 
setting so was not used.  
 

• There could have been an Inventory of materials in the 
bag. I did not know there were two styles of bands  (large 
and small)  until later when I opened the sealed bag after 
using the open bag. The tattoos were at the bottom and 
missed. 
 

• The paper copy of the waivers could have been included 
in the kit for efficiency. 
 

• I distributed the leftover bands to my walking group and 
for their grandchildren and 3 Seventh Day Adventists 
missionaries I met at Shubie Park later that morning. 
They were all most appreciative for their personal safety, 
when out at night and also the overall programme.  



Event Location Feedback 
 

• Volunteers faced safety challenges at this intersection: the right turn to Almon 
street heading north from Connaught heading west. Traffic merges to the turn 
very fast, and most cars do not come to a complete stop before making a right 
turn with drivers being on the look-out for the merging traffic, creating extreme 
risks for pedestrians who are either crossing or about to cross Connaught. If 
we were not extra cautious, we would have many close calls within a 30 min 
window. 



Additional Feedback 
• We are hopeful that the city will take these issues/concerns seriously and 

build roads/intersections that are pedestrian friendly, and force drivers to 
come to a complete stop as they approach a right turn.  
 

• Promote the call for crosswalk captains more widely with a good 
explanation of what it entails. 
 

• Be more clear letting people know that they are not to stop or delay cars. 
 

• Additional questions for evaluation survey: 
– Was the volunteer package useful? 
– What did you like about the event? 
– Did media show up? 
– Did you take photos? If so, please forward them to us with 

permission for us to use them in future communications 
 
•   Create a prize to entice volunteers to complete the survey 
 
• Just curious about the statement regarding use of Cell phone…hands 

free use is encouraged and could be encouraged.  
 

• A statement about pedestrian use of earbuds and/or texting while walking 
needs enhancement…witnessed a near miss last evening  as a 
pedestrian walked in to a crosswalk as if it was a continuation of the 
sidewalk…no hesitation or eye contact. 
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