
 
 

Environment and Sustainability Committee 
May 5, 2011 

 
 
 
TO:   Chair and Members of Environment and Sustainability Committee 
 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  

Phillip Townsend, Director, Infrastructure and Asset Management 
 
DATE:  April 7, 2011 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Community Garden Heavy Metal Study 
 
ORIGIN 
 
Item 8.1 Regional Council, April 27, 2010: Community Gardening 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Environment and Sustainability Committee: 
1. Accept the Report in Attachment One;  
2. Recommend the following policy to Regional Council: 

That Community Gardens growing vegetables on municipal property either: 
a. Test the soil for heavy metals, organic matter and acidity; or 
b. Install a raised bed with imported clean soil; and 

3. Forward a copy of this report for information to the Chief Medical Officer for the Capital 
District. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   



Community Garden Heavy Metal Study 
Community Council Report - 2 -                   May 5, 2011  
 

BACKGROUND 
 
During the past couple of years, the municipality has been supporting growing community interest in 
Community Gardening.   
 
This has included a toolkit on myHrm.ca on Community gardening:  
 http://www.myhrm.ca/ToolKit/CommunityGardens.php 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
During community engagement on helping enhanced participation in 2010, concerns were raised 
about the health impacts of urban vegetable and garden growing related to heavy metals in urban 
soils. As such, The Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM), 
Ecology Action Centre, Nova Scotia Environmental Network, and Environment Canada collaborated 
on a study to investigate the concerns.   
 
The attached report (attachment one), press release (attachment two), and HRM test results 
(attachment three), outline the findings.   
 
There are indeed heavy metals present and reasonable precautions include testing soils or making 
raised beds for gardening, particularly for vegetable gardening.   
 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no impacts on the HRM Capital or Operating Budget from this report. HRM contributed 
$10,000 towards the study in fiscal year 2010/2011, funded from D948 Sustainable Community 
Projects.   
 
 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES / BUSINESS PLAN 
 
This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating, 
Project and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of 
Project and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
This is a community collaboration.   
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
None recommended 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment One:   Chapter 5/Conclusion and Recommendation of the Community Garden 

Heavy Metal Study Report (Full report can be found on the SEMO page 
http://www.halifax.ca/environment/semo.html#Cleanland. direct link on 
the Ecology Action Centre's web site). 

Attachment Two:   Press Release 
Attachment Three:   HRM Results 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/commcoun/cc.html then choose the appropriate 
Community Council and meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax 490-
4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Richard MacLellan, Manager, Sustainable Environment Management Office, 490-6056  
 
 






















