HMM Halon, Nova Seois Item No. 11.2.1

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY

B3J 3A5 Canada

Halifax Regional Council
September 9, 2008

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council
//" // /7
SUBMITTED BY: ;}"A&éé L oy V'Zﬁ\f‘"
Mr. Tom Creighton, Chair, g}‘{eritage Advisory Committee
DATE: September 3, 2008
SUBJECT: Case H00221: Application to Consider 1101 South Park Street,
Halifax, as a Municipally Registered Heritage Property
ORIGIN

A request by the property owner to consider 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, as a municipal heritage

property.

On August 27, 2008 this matter was considered by the Heritage Advisory Committee and scored as
per the Evaluation Criteria for Registration of Heritage Buildings

RECOMMENDATION

The Heritage Advisory Committee recommend that Regional Council:

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the application for registration of 1101
South Park Street, Halifax as a Municipally Registered Heritage Property; and

2. Approve the registration of 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, (shown in Map 1 of the
July 29, 2008 staff report) under the HRM Heritage Property program.
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Registration of 1101 South Park Street, Halifax
Regional Council Report -2- September 9, 2008

BACKGROUND

See the attached staff report dated July 29, 2008 and draft extract of the Heritage Advisory
Committee minutes of August 27, 2008.

DISCUSSION

See the attached staff report dated July 29, 2008 and draft extract of the Heritage Advisory
Committee minutes of August 27, 2008.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget implications associated with the registration of this property. The costs
associated with registering this property can be accommodated within the C310 operating budget.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES / BUSINESS PLAN

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding yvithdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ALTERNATIVES

Regional Council may choose not to recommend registration of this property as a Municipally
Registered Heritage Property. This is not recommended.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment ‘A’: Extract of the draft minutes from the August 27, 2008 Heritage Advisory
Committee Meeting

Attachment ‘B’: Staff report dated July 29, 2008

jiA copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda html then
‘choose the appropriate meeting dage, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax
1490-4208.

|
iReport Prepared by: Sheilagh Edmonds, Legislative Assistant
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Attachment ‘A°
Draft extract of the Heritage Advisory Committee minutes of August 27, 2008

7.2 Case H00221 - Application to Consider 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, as a
Municipally Registered Heritage Property

A staff report dated July 29, 2008 was submitted.

Mr. Bill Plaskett, Heritage Planner, provided an overview of the request by Mr. Gordon MacLean
to consider 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, as a municipal heritage property. In his remarks, Mr.
Plaskett advised that extensive research was carried out on the property and provided by the property
owner and was attached to the staff report. In this regard, Mr. Plaskett noted that the building is in
the Arts and Crafts Style and the only alteration has been the filling-in of a porch, and this has been
done in keeping with the character of the home. He noted that most of the surrounding buildings are
Victorian, and that there are some heritage properties in the general area.

Mr. Plaskett responded to questions, and the Committee scored the property as follows, as per the
Evaluation Criteria for Registration of Heritage Buildings:

Criterion Highest Possible Score
Score Awarded
1. Age 25 9

2. a) Relationship to Important Occasions,
Institutions, Personages or Groups OR

2. b) Important/Unique Architectural Style or 20 15
Highly Representative of an Era

3. Significance of Architect/Builder 10 6
4, a) Architectural Merit: Construction type/ 10 5
building technology
4. b) Architectural Merit: Style 10 5
5. Architectural Integrity 15 12
6. Relationship to Surrounding Area 10 10
Total 100 62
SCORE NECESSARY FOR DESIGNATION 50

MOVED by Councillor Sloane, seconded by Ms. Carroll that the Heritage Advisory
Committee recommend Regional Council:

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the application for registration of
1101 South Park Street, Halifax as a Municipally Registered Heritage Property;
and

2. Approve the registration of 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, (shown in Map 1
of the July 29, 2008 staff report) under the HRM Heritage Property program.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED.



Attachment ‘B’

T PO Box 1749
mﬂw Halifax, Nova Scotia
A
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY B3J 3A5 Canada

Heritage Advisory Committee
August 27, 2008

TO: Chair embers of the H v1sory Committee

SUBMITTED BY: ,
Paul Djﬁphy, Dnecﬁ)r of Cﬁfm‘fﬁuf y D elopment

DATE: July 29, 2008

SUBJECT: Case H00221 - Application to consider 1101 South Park Street,
Halifax, as a Municipally Registered Heritage Property

ORIGIN

A request by Gordon Mac Lean to consider 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, as a municipal
heritage property.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that should 1101 South Park Street, Halifax, score more than 50 points,
the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend that Regional Council:

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the application; and

2. Approve the registration of this property, as shown on Map 1, under the
HRM Heritage Property Program.

r\reports\Heritage and Desigm\H00221 1101 South Park St



Heritage Advisory Committee
1101 South Park Street -2- August 27, 2008

BACKGROUND

Gordon Mac Lean has made an application to have his property considered for municipal
heritage designation (Map 1). Due to the substantial research prepared by the owner in support
of his request, heritage staff have determined that no further research was needed (Attachment
B).

Under the Heritage Property Program, all registration applications for heritage buildings are
reviewed by the Heritage Advisory Committee (HAC). To provide a basis for the review, a
Historical Research Report (Attachment A) is developed to assist the Committee when scoring
the building using The Evaluation Criteria for Registration of Heritage Buildings in Halifax
Regional Municipality (Attachment A).

Should the building score more than 50 points, a positive recommendation will be forwarded to
Regional Council, and notice of this recommendation will be provided to the property owner(s)
at least thirty (30) days prior to its registration. Therefore, if the date of the heritage hearing is set
on September 9, 2008 Council may consider the registration on October 21, 2008. The hearing
provides an opportunity for the owner(s) to be heard before Council votes on the
recommendation.

DISCUSSION

The building located at 1101 South Park Street is located in the South end of Halifax on the east
side of the street between Victoria Road and Fenwick Street. It is an excellent example of an Arts
and Crafts styled building.

Designed by S.P. Dumaresq, who is believed to have been working with Andrew Cobb at the
time this building was constructed, the only alteration to the building has been the enclosure of
the original open verandah on the front of the building. Much of the highly ornate stained glass
windows, as well as its interior, has remained unchanged. The historical associations include the
shipping industry in Halifax, and a connection with the sinking of the Titanic. Its inhabitants
included a bank manager, a provincial engineer, and two members of the Canadian Navy. A letter
from the owner is enclosed as a part of Attachment B.

There are only a handful or Art and Crafts buildings represented in the HRM Registry of Heritage
Buildings, and certainly none in the South End of Halifax. Contextually the building is somewhat
atypical where many of the residences in the general area are Victorian, but it clearly adds to the
vernacular of the neighbourhood.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS
The HRM costs associated with processing this application can be accommodated within the
approved operating budget for C310.

ri\reports\Heritage and Design\H00221 1101 South Park St



Heritage Advisory Committee
1101 South Park Street -3- August 27, 2008

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES/BUSINESS PLAN
This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-year Financial Strategy, the approved operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating Reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ALTERNATIVES
Council could reject the application for heritage registration. This is not the recommended action.
The Heritage Property Act does not include appeal provisions for decisions of Council regarding the

heritage registration.

ATTACHMENTS

Map 1: Location Map - 1101 South Park Street, Halifax

Attachment A: The Evaluation Criteria for Registration of Heritage Buildings in Halifax
Regional Municipality

Attachment B: Historical Research for 1101 South Park Street, Halifax

Attachment C: Photographs of 1101 South Park Street, Halifax

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www halifax.ca/commecoun/cc.html then choose the
| appropriate Community Council and meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at
' 490-4210, or Fax 490-4208.

| Report Prepared by : Maggie Holm, Heritage Planner, 490-4419
. Report Approved by: Austin French, Manager of Planning Services, 490-6717
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Heritage Advisory Committee
1101 South Park Street -4- August 27, 2008

Map 1: Location Map

200 Fest

8

Map 1 - Location Map HAL&FI &{
PID REGIONAL M
CLARIUNITY BEV

1101 South Park Street 00065961, 00637322 HIRITAGE AN DESIGN SERVICES
Halifax
Halifax Plan Area

E Heritage property HRM doss not guaranles the accuracy
of any representation an this plan

31 March 2008 Case HO0221 file. X \Wappingipdf s\Hertage Case Maps/h00221 pdi {SMP)
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Heritage Advisory Committee
1101 South Park Street -5- August 27, 2008

Attachment A
EVALUATION CRITERIA
FOR REGISTRATION OF HERITAGE BUILDINGS

1. AGE

Age is probably the single most important factor in the popular understanding of the heritage value of
buildings. The following age categories are based on local, national and international occasions that may
be considered to have defined the character of what is how the Halifax Regional Municipality and its
architecture.

Date of Construction Points | Timeline

1749 - 1785 25 Halifax Garrison Town to the Loyalist migration

1786 — 1830 20 Boom period following construction of the Shubenacadie Canal
1831 - 1867 16 From Boom to Confederation

1868 — 1899 13 Confederation to the end of the 19" century

1900 - 1917 9 Turn of the Century to Halifax Harbour Explosion

1918 - 1945 5 The War Years

1945 - Present 3 Post-War

* Maximum score of 25 points in this category
2. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

A building can receive points for:

A) Having specific associations with important occasions, institutions, personages and groups,
OR

B) For being architecturally important unique/representative of a particular period.

2A)  Relationship to Important Occasions, Institutions, Personages or Groups

Nationally Points Comments
Intimately Related 16 -20
Moderately Related 11-15
Loosely Related 1-10

r\reports\Heritage and Design\H00221 1101 South Park St




1101 South Park Street

Heritage Advisory Committee
-6 - August 27, 2008

Provincially Points - | Comments
Intimately Related 11-15
Moderately Related 6-10
Loosely Related 1-5

institutions, personages or groups.

Locally Points | Comments
- Intimately Related 11-15

- Moderately Related 6-10

- Loosely Related 1-5

No relationship to important occasions, 0

* Maximum score of 20 points in this category, scoring from one of the three categories only

2B) Important/Unique Architectural Style or Highly Representative of an Era

Importance

Points = | Comments

Highly important/
unique/representative of an era

16 - 20

Moderately important/
unique/representative of an era

11-15

Somewhat important/
representative of an era

10-1

Not important/

unique/representative of an era

* Maximum score of 20 points in this category

r\reports\Heritage and Design\H00221 1101 South Park St




1101 South Park Street

-7 -

Heritage Advisory Committee
August 27, 2008

3. SIGNIFICANCE OF ARCHITECT/BUILDER

Is the structure representative of the work of an architect or builder of local, provincial or national

importance.

Status Points | Comments
Nationally Significant 7-10

Provincially Significant 4-6

Locally Significant 1-3

Not Significant 0

* Maximum score of 10 points in this category

4. ARCHITECTURAL MERIT

The assessment of architectural merit is based on two factors:

a) Construction type/building technology which refers to the method by which the structure

was built (early or rare uses of materials), and building techniques; and

b) Style which refers to the form or appearance of the architecture.

Construction type/building technology

A) Construction type Points = | Comments
Very rare/ early example 7-10

Moderately rare/ early example 4-6

Somewhat rare/ early example 1-3

Not rare/ common example 0

B) Style Points | Comments
Very rare/ early example 7-10

Moderately rare/ early example 4-6

Somewhat rare/ early example 1-3

Not rare/ common example 0

* Maximum score of 10 points for Construction Type, and a maximum score of 10 for Style - for a total maximum of

20 points in this category
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Heritage Advisory Committee
1101 South Park Street -8 - August 27, 2008

5. ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY

Architectural Integrity refers to the extent to which the building retains original features/ structures/

styles, not the state of the building's condition.

Architecture Consider any additions/ removal/ alterations to windows, doors,
porches, dormers, roof lines, foundations, chimneys, and cladding.

Exterior Points Comments

Largely unchanged I1-15

Modest changes 6-10

Major changes 1-5

Seriously compromised 0

* Maximum score of 15 points in this category

6. RELATIONSHIP TO SURROUNDING AREA

Points Comments

6 - 10 | The building is an important architectural asset contributing to the heritage character of the

surrounding area.

1-5 The architecture is compatible with the surrounding area & maintains its heritage character.

0 Does not contribute to the character of the surrounding area.

* Maximum score of 10 points in this category

r\reports\Heritage and Design\H00221 1101 South Park St



Heritage Advisory Committee

1101 South Park Street -9- August 27, 2008
SCORING SUMMARY
Property Date Reviewed Reviewer
Criterion Highest Possible Score
Score Awarded
1. Age 25
2. a) Relationship to Important Occasions, Institutions,
Personages or Groups
OR 20
2. b) Important/Unique Architectural Style or Highly
Representative of an Era
3. Significance of Architect/Builder 10
4. a) Architectural Merit: Construction type/building 10
technology
4. b) Architectural Merit; Style 10
5. Architectural Integrity 15
6. Relationship to Surrounding Area 10
Total 100
SCORE NECESSARY FOR DESIGNATION 50
Designation Recommended? YES O NO O

COMMENTS:

r\reports\Heritage and Design\[{00221 1101 South Park St




ATTACHMENT B

May 30, 2008 1101 South Park Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3H 2W6

e Holm
[eritage Planner
Halifax Regional Municipality
P. (0. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J3IAS

Ms. Magp

Dear Ms. Holm:

The letter is i support of the enclosed application for heritage registration. It will address
certain aspects of the preperty in the sequence indicated on the application form.

Age of Property

The house is located at 1101 South Park Street in the south end of Halifax on the east side of the
strect between Victoria Road and Fenwick Strect. 1t first appears in the Halifax Directory in
1914 as 29 South Park. The lot on which it is situated was formed from the rear portions of two
lots an Vicloria Road. These lots ran north to a service lane which ran cast/west {rom South Park
to Lucknow Street. This lane now forms the north boundary of the 1101 property. The Victoria
Road houses still exist. are in excellent condition. One can be scen in photograph’s which are
included,

There appears to have been no additions or major renovations to the house but the front porch
which is now enclosed was probably not enclosed Las it is now, but would have been a small
open verandah when the house was construeted which would have been in keeping with the style
of houses at that time. The interior of the now enclosed porch is shingled | the door to the front
hallway from the porch is a substantial oak door which is probably the original outside door. If
that is correct the current door from the porch to the street, and the windows in the porch would
not have been part of the original construction,

fistorical Associations

According to the Halifax Directory the house was first occupiced in 1914 and the first occupants
of the house were listed as Henry and Hedley Wier. The latter also having been fisted as the
owner of the property al the corner of South Park and Victoria Road | the back portion of which
formed the front portion of the lot for what is now 1101, Henry’s occupation was Clerk ol the
Union Bank white Hedley was shown as accountant for the provincial engineer’s office. 1 believe
the title Clerk. at the time, meant Manager.

In 19135 the house was occupied by Erie Nelligan who was a Licuienant on the HIMCS Niobe.
The Niobe was one of the two original vessels {the other being the Rainbow)of the Canadian



5

Navy. They had both heen acquired from the United Kingdom. (A picture of the Niobe is
ulc%md) This was the carly days of World War 1. Licutenant Nelligan is shown as occupant lor
that year only.

The next occupant was Mr. William C. Stewart, Mr. Stewart was the Chief Officer on the C 8
Mackay Bennett (picture enclosed). The Mackay Bennett was a cable ship for laying under water
cable. 1t was stationed in Halifax and became well known as the vessel that was contracted bv
the White Star Line to recover the remains of viclims from the sinking of the Titanic. Mr Stewar
was, by his sworn testimony, (copy enclosed) responsible for “pscl\mv up bodies and supervising
identification” during the recovery operation. The ship recovered 306 bodies ,116 of which were
buricd at sea . with 190 being taken to Halifax, Mr. Stewart lived at 1101 (29) from 1917 10 1922

These are the most notable identified occupants in the early days of this house. It did pass
through varicus hands over the years but it was alse owned and oceupicd for many years (1933
to 1965) by a Stewart Lithgow Curry and subsequently his widow Ethel. Mr. Curry was an
investment broker and appears to have been of some means. The name Lithgow is unusual as 2
siven name and whether there is any relationship to some prominent Nova Scotians who had this
as a surname is unknown.,

‘The architect Tor the property was S. P Dumaresg. [ have no documentation to that effect but
have spoken to his grandson Sydney (also an architect) who has confirmed that is the case. A
line drawing of the house made by Sydney in 1986 is included in the documentation.

I'm sure the Dumaresq name will be well known to those reviewing this application but | have
included a brief overview on the family lor relerence. Regarding the style of the house a number
of people have remarked (particularly related to the interior) that “this looks like a Cobb House™
referring to the architeet Xndaw R. Cobb. It is interesting to note that the period when the
house was built , 191271913 , was about the time that the Dumaresq/Cobb Partership was
coming to an end. With regaxd to the Cobb connection you can see from the enclosed
photographs that the down spouts on the front of the house have scuppers. This does not appear,
from my observation, to be a common feature (or at least not one that has survived) of Halifax
lomes. There are probably others but the only ones | know of from that cra (they are also on
Provinee house some 90 years earlier) are the Cobb house on the corner of Inglis and Tower
Road and houses buili by Cobb on Shore Road in Bedford.

1. C. Dumaresq & Son (S.P.) designed the George Wright house at 989 Young Avenue now the
Local Council of Women's house, It was constructed in 1902/1903. 1.C Dumarcsq died in 1906
but his son carried on and later designed 1101, 1f George Wright had not perished on the Tilanic
in 1912 he would have been living in close proximity to Mr. Stewart {who recovered bodics from
the Titanic) who in 1917 was Iwmu in a house (1101 South Park} designed by the son of the man
who designed My, Wrights house.

Relationship to the Surrounding Area



a) Architectural Sivle

The house is of 2 unigue architectural style and differs from the neighbouring propertics. It is in
the Craflsman or Arts and Craft stvle which I believe would be best d;l*-’ﬂ(.d with Allan Penny's
bungalow stvle. This is in contrast to the homes around it that have survived which are 30 1o 40
vears older and “Victorian” in nature.

b)Original Facade
Other than the change in the front porch noted above the facade seems original.

¢)Architectural Details

The roof is asymmetric hipped gable. There is a large centred dormer which is also hipped. The
rafters are exposed on the front and rear of the main house and on the sides of the dormer and
form the eaves. There are post like “brackets” on both ends of the house and the front of the
dormer, ("ﬂ s brackets (73 on the south end were replaced in 2007 and are identical to the
originals) There is a large bay window in front supported by the foundation.

The windows are mainly vertical sliding sash. They are mainly 6/1 but there is also two 4/1.an
841 and a 1271, The upper part of the dining room window is stained glass and ul the rear of the
diningroom there is an alcove with an arched ceiling and 3 stained glass panels. It is assumed
the stained glass is original to the house There are two fixed widows on the north side of the
house on the sccond story. All of the windows appear original botly sash and glazing. They are
covered with aluminum storm windows. There is an interesting little root with nice brackets over
the side door on the north side of the hmzsc {(sce photograph).

OF lass interest to your consideration perbaps are some of the interior features. In addition to the
dining room alcove there is an inglenook in the living room panelled to the height of the mantel.

It has built in benches and a functional fireplace which has a copper hood. There is also a builtin
bench in the front hall and three buift in china cabinets in the dining room. The dining room is
panelled below the chair rail. All the wood panelling and trim is oak and seems original in form
and finish. Much of it is pleasantly “erackled”,

The exterior of the house is wood shingled with four and a half inches to the weather. The south
sxde of the house was re-shingled in 2007, The house is currently a salmon colour which had
been applied in the year 2000 prior to our purchase of the property in 2001, We intend to change
the colour this year to something more in keeping with the age and style of the house

[ have attached in a portfolio accompanying this quite a number of photographs showing the
house and a number of features both exterior and interior along with the other documents
mentioned or requested.

[ have reviewed the oriteria for registration and feel this property may be a candidate for that
designation but in any cvent it has been interesting for me to have done some the rescarch on the
propeity and it is now something [ can pass on to subsequent owners who may share such
interests.



I thank vou for vour consideration of this application. If you require any additional information
that 1 may be able 1o provide please let me know. [ can be reached by mail at 1101 or by home
phone at 423 9099, 1f it is more convenient to contact me during working hours [ can be reached
at 424 7644,

Yours Sincerely

i ;
Gordeon Maclecan
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The Royal Navy in Nova Scotia Waters

HMS Niobe in drydock, Halifax

zaler & search

{
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Nova Sceotia Archives & Records Managoment Page 1 ol ]

Notman Studio

Cable ship MacKay-Bennett steaming up Halifax harbour
' Photographer;
‘Notman Studio

Coilection:
Nolman Studic
TR collection
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? | ' , : [ Reference no.:
. e 1983-310/

46837
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SHIP STARTS T0 BEEK
BODIES OF VICTIN

The Mackay Bennett, Chartered
hy White Star Line, Leaves
Halifax with Coffins,

STRONG HOPE OF RESULTS

As a Vessel Recovered Thirty of La
Bourgogne Desad - Clergymen
and Embalmers Aboard.

TMALIFAY, N. 8, April 15.—The cable

ahip . Mackay Bennett, which was chare ]

tered by the SWhite Star Tine fo0 go fo the
coptie of the Titanie disaster, left ihis
port &t 2 p'eioek this afternoon. The de-
parture of the Mackay Bennett recalled
the time a slmilarly equinped vessel wenl
outl from here to search for the sur-
vivars oF the hodies of the passengers of
i Bourgogne.

Aboard 1o Benneilt are more than M
coffing, and several undertakersy und cm-
halmors arve among her passengers. The

Rev., K. C. Hind of the Church of ¥ng-:

tand also embarked on the Renneott to
perform ithe last rites over bodies which
nray not e brought ashore,

There is strong hope that some bodies
may be picked up, as the ship which
went out after the Burgovne disaster te-
covered thirty bodws, althiough the steam-
er did not Jeave here th 4 week after the
wrerk.

No move news of the Titanic's gsinling |

nas been received from the Cunarder Car.
puthiy, whlth s proveeding 1o New YOrk
with he suryvivors, The wireless station
at Sable Isiand was In vommunivation
with thie Carpathia for 2 time thiz morn-
inr, but no details of tie wreel were
sent,

Tie Carpathla reported that she had
shghted twenty hebergs off the honks
near the scene of the foundering of the
Titanic, Further communication with the
efensper war interrapted by 2 heavy oles

prica) storm, and It was sabi thot the

Carpathis had been greatly hampered in
{ sonding her wireless by the maze of wirc-
Cless flashes wihich are being sent ont by
the fleet of steamoers in the vicinity of
Pihe THanle's sinking, all seeking news of
j the Gisnster, .

Ehe New Hork Times
Published: Aprii 18, 1812
Copyrignt @ The New York Times

[ ——




5P Site - RMS Titanic - Archives Page 1 of 2

Public Archives of Nova Scotia C

CSARKY w AN
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Search

R3S Titgunio: Listol Badies

Sworn testimony of William Clarkson Stewart, Chief Officer of CS Mackay-
Bennett signed by W.8. Stewart and Dr, William D. Finn,

WILLIAY CLARKBON STEWART being eworn, atafes:

& You are chisf ¢ fioer on the cable ship Mackay geoanett?
A T mm,
& What wers your dutien on the Wackay Bennett during the period of

the search for bodies?

& Plekine up bodise and supsrvising identificationy

Q  Cap ysu on your own krnowledze confirm identification of the
seid Allred Howe?

A 7 cannot.

ied
-3
ted

whon shall we look for this fdentificasion?

A To the Purser and Doster.

ifax, 3
seesin, ihls X ‘7?},, .
1810, b
‘ N
At avnminss S1hy o Helifay,

Date:
2 May 1912
Reference no.
RG 41, vol. 81, no. 1233
4 sk PR

enter g search

i

¥

sia |

on of Same -

oLt ot Badign Scunned Drigiral | Ust of Bages Seambable Dalebass |

httpe//www gov.ns.camsarm/cap/titanic/archives.asp?D=84 2008-04-07
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The Dumaresqs

From the simplest bungalow to the most intricate
gothic editice, design is the fist step in giving shape to the
final struciure. And in the same way that design is intrinsic
to the building process, so 1s the name of Dumaresq to
the history of construction in Nova Scotia.

Mo other single family has contributed as much to
the architectural heritage of Nova Scotia ~ Halifax in
particutar - and even New Brunswick, For 145
uninterrupted years a Dumaresq has overseen the ¢raation
of same of the moest significant buildings in the region,
many of which are still in use today and would stil! be
easily recognizable to their designers,

This hanourable legacy begins with James Charles
Philip Dumaresy, 1840-1906, who began his carcer in his
hometown of Sydney, Cape Breton after finishing his
education at the Horton Academy in Woilville, N.5. In 1865
he moved to Halifax where he became an apprentice in
the well-known architectural firm of Stirling and Dewar. He
quickly rose in the favour of the firm, which changed its
name to Dewar and Dumaresq following the departure
from Halffax of founding partner David Stirling.

Tha great fire that destroyed much of Saint John,
N.B. in 1B77 prompted an exovdus of architects to that
provineg to help with the reconstruction, one of whom
was LC. Dumaresq, it was while working in New
Brunswick In 1880 that he designed one of the most
impaortant buildings of his career ~ the provincial
legislature in Fredericton.

Won through open competition, L. Dumaresq
designed the legisiature In the Corinthian style, with such
prominent features as its central tower surmounted by a
dome, a central facade and portico and two matching side
towers, The walls are of tooled Dorchester freestone on

1L.C. DUMAResQ
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fourdations of Spoon lsland granite. Four fluted lreesto
columns on massive granite pedestals, sach column being
ane solid shalt of stone 14 feet long, support the portico.

Other impaortant buildings of his Seint lobn era
include; the original Acadia College building, a branch of
the Banl of Nova Scotia, the James Dewoll Spruce
residence, the Academy of Musie, Charlotte Street School
in Frederictun and five churches ~ Germain Straet Baptist;
the Baptist church in Calais, Maine; the Prasbyterian
church in Grest Village, N.S. St James Anglican in
fredericton, MN.B. and S Lukes Methodist in Chatham,
N.B.

Towards the end of his stay in Sairt John,
Dumaresq formed a partnership with another archilecs,
Harry H. Mott, which lasted until he maved back 1o Halifax
and resumed a solo carear in 1886, Notable buildings
after he retumed to Halifax indlude: the Forrest Building at
Dathousie University (this was the University's principle
structure when it first moved to its current location from
the old building on Argyle Street), the caretaker’s
residence and stone work for the Golden Gates in Point
Pleasant Park, the Grand Hotel in Yarmouth, the G.E. Smith
and Marble buildings in downtown Hafifax, the Vicloria
Hotel in Windsor, Pine Hill Divinity College, the St. Paul
Building on Barrington Straet and the residence of
Halifax’s Gardens Superintendent next to the Public
Gardens.

The St. Paul Building later became home to the
family firm when his son, Sydney Perry, joined 5.
Dumaresq in 1899 and the firm became 1.C. Dumaresg &
Son, Architects. Together, {ather and son worked on many
important buitdings, including the odginal Mount Saint
Vincent Mother House, the old Halitax Infirmary, the Trur

PERRY DUMARESQ



WAR MEMORIAL GYMNASIUM
ACADIA UNIVERSITY

Acadeny, the County Court House in Truro and the Royal
Bank Building in Lunenburg.

1.C. Dumaresq passed away in Decernber 1906
after a short illness and was succesded by his son, who
changed the name of the firm to S.P. Dumaresq Architect.
Bor in Halifax in 1875 and educated at Acadia University,
$.P. Dumaresq carried on his father's tradition of being
involved with some of the area’s most significant projects.
Same of these include the T, Eaton Building, corner of
Barrington and Prince Streets; Masonic Hall, Barrington
Straet: Patterson Hall, Acadia University; the CBC Radio
Building, corner of Sackville and South Park Streets; the
Dingle Tower on the Northwest Army (with then partner
Andrew Cobb); and tha Royal Bank, comer of Quinpool
and Oxford Stroets. Halifax residents know many of these
buildings well since most are still in use,

Two of $.P. Dumaresq's projects continue to have
special resonance with the family even today: the T Eaton
Building and the CBC Building,

The CBC Radio Building is located at the same
intersection as the residence of Halifax's Gardens
Superintendent, designed by his father. Within the family,
this location is often affectionately referred to as
Drumaresq Comer.

"The difference between the two buildings is quite
striking, with the Art Deco design of the CBC Building snd
the Vidorian-infuenced design of the Gardener's
residence,” says Sydney Philip Dumaresq, 5P Dumaresq’s
grandson and a distinguished architect in his own right.

in fact, it was through one of Sydney’s projects
that the T. Eaton Building took on a special importance to
the farily. Sydney was hired to completely redesign the

structiure and convert it into a modern office building, an
assignment that brought four generaticns of Dumeresqs
together on one project.

"Converting the T, Eaton Building into the Johnson
Building was a lot of fun because we had the four
generations involved,” Sydney says. "It was originally
desigred as the flagship Eaton store in the region in 1939
by grandfather. Now it's home to the provincial
Department of Transportation and Public Wotks.

"f did the design for the renovation, which
involved completely removing the interior - including the
elevator core. Dad (J. Philip Dumiaresq) was involved in
the various inspections of the project, and my son Alex
was working with the firm at that time so he was on-site
also,

"You could actually “feel grandfather there in the
building. There was his signature on the original drawings,
which | used to guide the renovations, and you could see
the construction methodologies he used that are so
different from what we do today ~ real stone, beams
actually riveted together like on a ship.”

Sydney's father, J. Philip Dumaresq, didn't have
the apportunity to join his father in the family profession
since 5.2, Dumaresq passed on while Philip was fighting
with the Royal Artillery in Europe during the Second World
War, However, Philip did make use of the crown’s oifer to
pay for his education upon leaving the military to attend
the Massachuseits Institute of Technology (WIT),
considered the premiere design schoot in North America,

"A degree from MIT was considered a ticket to
anywhere you wanted o go,” Philip says. "But my roots
were here, and my father and grandfather had done some
good work here so { returned home after graduating”

Wwith a Masters in Civil Enginesring In his pocket,
Philip returned home and was guickly hired as an architect
for the City of Halifax. His was the guiding hand behind
many of the city’s firehouses, the former City Markat
(located where Scotia Square is now) and the first circular
school 1o be built in Mova Scotia,

Philip’s ties to education are substantial. He was
the architect of record an more than 100 schools in the
province, continuing an association started by his
grandfather - who warked on several of Nova Scotia'’s
universities: Dathousie, Acadiz, the Atlantic School of
Theology and Mount Saint Vincent.

"Dalhousie was good to me also,” Philip says.
worked on the Tupper Medical Building ~ which was quite
convenient given my office at fhe time was right across the
street - the Dathousie Dental Building and the residence
buitding Fenwick Towers, which remains the tallest
building east of Montreal.”

Other projects Philip worked on include the Alr
Canada hangar at Halifax International Airport, the old
Caterpillar Tractor Building on Kempt Road {built over part
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The Dumaresqs

of tha farmer city dump), and the Nova Scotia
Rehabilitation Centre on Summer Street,

He was slso one of the original partners in a new
ventura in Dartmouth calied Commodore Industrial
Estates. n 1965, this Hedgling industrial park proved so
sugcesstul that it was guickly taken over by the City of
Dartmouth and became the nucleus around which the
gurnside Business Park grew into the largest development
of its kind in eastern Canada,

By the time Philip ‘officialy’ retired in 1987, his
son Sydney had taken up the torch, Since earring his
Bachelor of Architecture froms MeGill Universily in 1968,
Sydney's contributions include: the Gladstone Professional
Centre, Gladstone Strect; Yarmouth Professional Centre;
Clayton Park Professional Centre, comer of Dunbrack
Streat and Lacewood Drive; Park West Commercial Centre,
Lacewond] Drive; Nakile Marsing Home in Yarmouth;
Acadia Rink and Recreation Centre, Acadia University;
Chester High School; the Johnston Building in Halifax;
Hebbyille Academy in Bridgewater: Shannex Nursing
Home in Clayton Park; Liverpool Elementary Scheol; St
Margaret's Centre in St. Margarets Bay; and the East Hants
Resaurce Centre,

i

Teso of these projedts have created @ sort of
moders version of the ‘Dumaresg Correr” ~ the Clayton
Park Professional Centre and the Park West Commercial
Centre are located across Dunbrack Strest from each
other,

The St Margaret's Centre in St Margaret's Bay is a
ptoject of which Sydney says he is especielly proud. In
addition 1o the design of the structure itself, his work
resulted in a solution to water supply shortages that had
plagued the structure for years,

St Margarel's Centre was an arena to which we
added another sheet of ice, a gymnasium and meeting
rooms,” Sydney recalls, "When they engaged us to
essentially make it three times larger than the original,
they informed us they didn’t have quite enough water to
meet even the current needs of the building. So we
designed what is referred to as a rainweater harvesting
system. Arenas have huge roofs, so they collect a lot of
rain. This is now captured and used for such things as
flonding the ice surfaces and flushing the toilats -
gssentially for anything sther than drinking, washing or
cooking."

LEGISLATIVE BUILDING, FREDERICTON
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145 Years of Dumaresq Design

o 4200

T. EATON BUILDING, HaLirax

This role of the architect in reducing the ecological
foatprint of future structures is one Sydney believes will
become mare pronounced in the near future,

“As the prevalence of green buildings increases,
architects will be called on more and more to be involved
with designs to control and reduce emissions. | seeitas a
wonderful opportunity for architects to have a much more
influential role in society, similar in many ways to that
exercised in my grandfather's and great grandfather's day.

Although he says it isn't something he dwells on,
Sydney does admit the knowledge of his ancestors” work
is something that informs his work — even if just on the
subconscious level.

"srchitecture is in our blood,” Sydney says. "WWhen
'm designing, I'm mare sensitive to the context of where
the building is going. 've done a lot of buildings that fit in
so well with their surroundings that it isn't obvious it's a
new building. Maybe some of that sensitivity comes from
my family’s past.”

He says a tradition of giving back to the industry is
also something he has inherited from his family.

"My grandfather ($.P. Qumaresq) was the first
president of the Neova Seotia Association of Architects, my
father Philip also served as president in his time and | was
president in my turn during the Association’s 50th
anniversary.”

Between them, Philip and Sydney bring more than
50 years of experience to the table. Combined with their
knowledge of what 1., and S.P. Dumaresq accomplished
in the past, this gives them a unique perspective on how
architecture has changed cver the past century.

"
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“the most fantastic difference to me,” Philip says,
“is the amount of mechanical and electrical we now
incorporate into a building's design, When 1.C. did some of
his drawings all he included was a single light bulb in each
room,”

"For ma the fun parls have always been the
design on the front end and then watching it take shape
as the structure is built,” Sydney says. "The advent of new
technology, such as computers, has made a huge
difference in the middie between those two parts, but it
has made really very little difference (o the real essence of
the business — the design of the building, the relationship
with the client and the process of getting it built.”

The architectural achievements of the Dumaresq
family continue to inspire and inform today’s generation,
even after more than a century. Asked why project owners
and developars over that period kept seeking out a
Dumaresq to design their structures, Philip has only a
single, concise answer:

“Because they are the best architects around.”
Writlen with the grateful assistance of The Life & Times of
James Charles Dumaresq, by James Philip Dumaresq.
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Side elevation.

Side elevation.

Dormer details.
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1101 South park as it relates to its surrounding buildings.

Exterior - one stain glass window.




