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PO Box 1749

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5    Canada

Halifax Regional Council
February 10, 2009

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

                                                             
SUBMITTED BY:

Mike Labrecque, Director, Transportation & Public Works

DATE: January 27, 2009

SUBJECT: Resident Accessibility to Electronic Waste and 
Hazardous Waste Recycling Programs

INFORMATION REPORT
 

ORIGIN

Request for Information at the January 20, 2009 Regional Council meeting.

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION

Staff  has commenced gathering information which will enable the provision of a comprehensive
report respecting the costs and benefits of HRM providing a “Toxic Taxi” service for the collection
of household hazardous waste and electronic waste.

Item No. 3



Resident Accessibility to Electronic Waste and Hazardous Waste Recycling Programs
Council Report - 2 - February 10, 2009

R :\H R M  C o m m o n  D ir ec to r y \D C A O  C o u n c il R e p o rts\2 0 0 9 \0 9 0 2 1 0 \R e sid e n t A c ce ssib ility  to  E le ctr o n ic  W a s te  a n d  H a z a r d o u s  W a s te  R e cy c lin g  P r o g ra m s.w p d

Household Hazardous Waste:

Staffs' investigation will determine the approvals required by Nova Scotia Environment (NSE) and
the Federal Government, including pertaining to the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act.  Once
staff has gathered the information, discussion with Atlantic Industrial Services (AIS), the operator
of the HRM Household Hazardous Waste depot located at 20 Horseshoe Lake Drive, will be held
to assess how this new service could be best incorporated into the existing RFP 06-393 contract, as
a component of the HRM Household Hazardous Waste program.  

The Scope of Work for the Operations of the HRM HHW contract, awarded to AIS in the spring of
2007, does not include a “Toxic Taxi” service.  Once the information is gathered, staff will forecast
the estimated usage (i.e. participation rate) and cost of the service.  This information will be
measured with the current HRM HHW program which consists of forty- four Saturday operations
of the HHW depot facility located in the Bayers Lake business park, plus four special mobile HHW
depot events annually (two of which are held in rural communities of HRM, and two in Dartmouth).

Complete information will be provided to members of Regional Council in conjunction with the
Proposed 2009-10 Business Plan and Budget. 

Electronic Waste:

With respect to electronic waste, many electronic items are regulated and have been banned from
disposal in a landfill by the Province.  In 2007, the NSE approved a plan whereby the electronic
industry recovers electronic waste.  This program has been operating since February 2008.  Fees,
which are collected by the industry at the point of sale, fund the program. 

As approved  by NSE, Atlantic Canada Electronic Stewardship (ACES)has established  recycling
drop off centres throughout the HRM, and all of Nova Scotia.  The Resource Recovery Fund Board
has been contracted by ACES to oversee the operation of the electronic waste drop off centres, and
the private sector regional recovery/disassembly  facility.

The program, which commenced in February 2008 for televisions, computers and printers, will be
expanded to all electronic waste (excluding photocopiers) in February 2009.  In addition, effective
January 20, 2009, the Canadian Wireless Telecommunications Association launched a recovery/take
back program of cell phones at many retail outlets. 

Information respecting the RRFB/ACES and the CWTA program is available at
www.ACEStewardship.ca  and www.RecycleMyCell.ca   respectively.

The staff report will also assess the collection of electronic waste as a component of the potentially
new “Toxic Taxi” program.
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BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget implications at this time

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES / BUSINESS PLAN

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ATTACHMENTS

A question and answer brochure issued by ACES “Where can I recycle these electronic?”

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then
choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax
490-4208.

Report Prepared by : ________________________________________________

Jim Bauld, Manager, Solid Waste Resources   490-6606

http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html
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