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SUBJECT: Noise Exemption Request — Gottingen 250
ORIGIN

August 7, 2014 — Staff received an application from the North End Business Association (NEBA) for an
exemption from By-Law N-200, Respecting Noise, outlined as Appendix A.

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

By-Law N-200, Respecting Noise, Part 6; Grant of Exemptions by Council.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council approve the North End Business Association’s
application for an exemption from the provisions of the Noise By-Law pursuant to the contents of this
report and any matters raised at the public hearing.
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BACKGROUND

In September, 1999 HRM Council adopted By-Law N-200, Respecting Noise. The By-law states under
Section 3 of the General Prohibition section:

3. (1) No person shall engage in any activity that unreasonably disturbs or tends to disturb the peace and
tranquillity of a neighbourhood.

(2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), the activities listed in Schedule “A” during the
prohibited times and places as set out therein are deemed to be activities that unreasonably
disturb the peace and tranquillity of a neighbourhood.

(3) For the purpose of a prosecution pursuant to subsections (1) or (2), evidence that one neighbour is
unreasonably disturbed by a noise is prima facie evidence that the neighbourhood is
unreasonably disturbed by the noise.

Part 6 of the By-Law, “Grant of Exemptions by Council”, allows for any person to send an application
to Regional Council requesting an exemption from any or all provisions of the Noise By-Law for which that
person may be prosecuted. The By-Law states that an applicant or any person opposed to an application
may be heard at a session of Council. Notice of the Council Session is required to be mailed to assessed
property owners located within 100 feet of the properties which are subject to the hearing.

In deciding whether or not to grant an exemption, Council is to give consideration to:
¢ the social or commercial benefit of the proposed activity to the municipality;
e the viewpoints of community residents;
o the proposed hours of operation of the proposed noise-emitting activity; and
e the proposed duration of the subject activity.

An excerpt from the Noise By-Law detailing the exemption process is attached as Appendix B.
DISCUSSION

Gottingen 250 is a four day event taking;1 place from Thursday, September 11, 2014 to Sunday,
September 14, 2014, to celebrate the 250" anniversary of the naming of the Gottingen area. Event
organizers believe the 250" anniversary provides an opportunity to celebrate the diversity, heritage,
culture, legacy and community history of North End Halifax. Performances include Mi’kmaw drumming,
Spoken Word hosted by Poet Laureate El Jones, Mufaro Afrikan Dance, Uptown Revival (various blues
and jazz artists), Universal Soul, Cindy Cain, JRDN, Mahone Bay German Band, Gospel Choir (formerly
Deep River Boys) and many others as identified in Appendix A. The event will take place on Maitland
Street between Cornwallis Street and Divas Lane. The North End Business Association confirmed that
business owners will be hosting events at their establishments during regular business hours on
Thursday, September 11, 2014 and Friday, September 12, 2014.

Set up for the main event will take place on Saturday, September 13, 2014 beginning at 8:00 a.m. and
includes assembly of the stages, fencing and street closure. A site plan is outlined in Appendix A.

On Saturday, September 13, 2014, performances will begin at 12:00 p.m. and conclude at 1:00 a.m. on
Sunday, September 14, 2014. Performances will continue on Sunday, September 14, 2014 from 1:00
p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

Noises in relation to the performances prior to 1:00 a.m. are exempt as per:

Prescribed Exemptions, Part 4;

(2) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this By-law, this By-law shall not apply to:

(g) noises in relation to municipal parades, street dances or other community activities
until one o'clock in the forenoon.
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The portions of the event for which an exemption is requested from By-Law N-200 Respecting Noise are:
Sunday, September 14, 2014: 7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. (site tear down)

Notice of the Council Session at which the hearing is proposed to take place has been sent to property
owners within 100 feet of the event site.

Under subsections 6(3) and (5) of the Noise By-Law, Council may consider any matters it deems
appropriate at the hearing and either reject an application or approve it with or without conditions.

EINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Halifax Regional Police have been notified and have no concerns regarding the event.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

Event organizers have confirmed appropriate waste and recycling practices will be followed and a post
event clean-up will take place on Monday, September 15, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 10 a.m.

ALTERNATIVES

1. Approve the application with conditions; or
2. Reject the application in its entirety.

ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A: August 7, 2014 Application for Exemption from By-Law N-200, Respecting Noise

Appendix B: Excerpt from By-Law N-200, Respecting Noise re: Granting Exemptions by Council

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then
choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or
Fax 490-4208.

Report Prepared by: Tanya Phillips, Manager, By-Law Standards, 490-4491
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for: Jim Donova\n{Maﬁager, Municipal Compliance, 490-6224
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Report Approved by:  Brad Anguish, Director of Community and Recreation Services, 490-4933




APPENDIX A

n°rthend

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
8772014

Municipal Compliance, Cotnmunity & Eecreation Services

Tao: Enin Dobzon, HEM
coo Jennifer Watts, Waye IMason

Ee: MNoise Exemption

Hello,

The MNorth End Business Association (INEBA), in partnership with several
arganizations in Motth End Halifar, has organized afestival to celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the naming of the Geottingen area. Gottingen 250 celebrates 1764, the
vear the German settlers of Halifax"s Morth End petitioned the Governor in Council to
rename the near north suburbs of the Halifaz settlement known at the time as
Gennantown to Gottingen. The 250th anniversary 15 an opportunity to celebrate the
special and significant history of the MNorth End Halifax, including 1ts diversity,
heritage, culture, legacy and community. The festival will take place from September
11th to 1dth, 2014 with the main event & street closure taking place on Saturday,
September 14™,

NEEBA 1z requesting an extension for noise allowance from 1lpm to lam. Dunng this
time there will be music performances taling place at our secondary stagein the
Llurray Warnington Parle

The Festival 15 being admim stered through NEB A and organized by alocal group of
volunteers. There will be collaboration in garbage disposal between NEB A and HEIWL
HEM will be prowiding 4 stream receptaces for proper sorting of waste and WEE &
has hired a company to do an extensive site clean-up of the area & removal of portable
toilets scheduled for the morning of Monday, September 15™

Lttached: schedule of events andthe site plan.

Eegards,
Tracy, NEBA A dministrator

2099 Gottingen Street - Snite 206 - Halifax, M5 - B3K 3B2 (902) 483-1294 info@zonorthhalifar corm



GOTTINGEN 250
Site Plan (Proposed Option B)
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Gottingen 250 Festival Schedule

Saturday, September 11th, 2014

Daytime WWainstage hosted by Linda Carnvery
hi'kmaw Opening

hi'krnae Orumrmners

Sobaz Centreline Studio

Daytime \aitiand Second Stage

Various DJ s fRidsidamily areg) (Maithew ai Library:. )
Spoken Word hosted by Poet Lawreate ElJones
Mufaro Afrikan Dance

Camibean Dancers

Evening WWainstage hosted by Junior

U ptowen Revival (various blues and jazz artists)
WWoozy Blank's Cypher

Trobiz

Universal Soul

Cindy Cain

JRON

O Danee Fatty

Festival Roaming Preformers

hahone BEay German Band

Mitcmaw Arisis/Performers

Time

12:00 pm
1213 PM

12:00-7:000m
12:30-7:00pm
1.50-2:150m

3:30-6:30pm
6:45-7:00pm
F02-7:20pm
7:30-8:15pm
8:30-9:30pm
9:45-11:00pm
11:00-1.00am

Throwgout Day
Throwgout Day

August 7, 2014



. 2 50 "
Sunday, September 14th Time
Daytime Maitland 5tage
Multi-denominational service hosted by 1:00-1:42pm

Comw gllis Street Baptist Church Round Church PAXMorth Soul's
Harbour Fescue Mission

PAX Morth Community Event (Pig Roast) 1:00-2:00pm
=ospel Choir (formerty Deep River Boys) 2:00-3:00pm
Daytime Mainstage hosted by

Locgal Bands TBD
Ria mae 3:15-4:00pam
Shettosocks /£ Jo Fun d:158-5:00pm

scratch Bastid 2.158-7:15pm
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Gottingen 250 Festival: Logistics Plan
Saturday September 13th

8:00 arm. - 10:00 am. Stage, fent, fendng set-up
800 am. - 11:00 am. Wendors set-up
1000 am. - 1100 am. | Sound Chedk

12:00 pm. - 1:00 am. Music, Kids activities, food and craft vendors
maket, historicd waking tours.

Sunday September 14th

100 prn. - 715 pom. Music, festiva programming, community feast
730 pme. - 10:00 pon. Tear down, dean-up

Monday September 15th

300 arm. - 10:00 am. Teardown, clean-up finished

August 7 2014



APPENDIX B

Excerpt from By-Law N-200 Respecting Noise re: Granting Exemptions by Council.

Grant Of Exemptions By Council

6. (1) Notwathstanding anything contained in this By-Law, any person may make application to
Coundl to he granted an exemption fom any of the prowisions ofthis By-Law with respect to
aty emission of noise for which that person might be prosecuted; and Council, by resolution,
may refuse to grant any exemption or may grant the exemption applied for or any exemption of
lesser effect; and any exemption granted shall speci fy the time penod, not in excess of six
months, during which the exemption shall he effective and the exemption shall hein wntten
form and shall include such tenms and conditions as Council deems appropriate.

{2) In deciding whether or not to grant an exemption, Council shall give consideration to the
social or commercial henefit of the proposed activity to the municipality, the wiews of any
residents ofthe municip ality which may be expressed to Council, the proposed hours of
operation of the proposed noise-emithng activity and the proposed duration of the subject
actiwty.

(%) In deciding whether or not to grant an exemption, Council shall give the applicant, and any
person opposed to the application, an opportunity to be heard during a Council Session and
may constder such other matters asit deems appropriate.

{4) Motice of the time, date and purpose of the Council Session at which the heaning 1s proposed
to talce place shall be mailed to the assessed owner or owners as shown in the records of the
Eegional Aszessment Office, of property 1o cated wathin 100 feet ofthe property which will he

the subject of the heanng,

(%) Any alleged hreach by the applicant of any of the terms o conditions of any exemption
granted by Council, shall he investi gated by municipal staff reported to Council in witing and
Councl shal determine whether or not a hreach has taken place. If a breach has taken place,
Council may pass a resolution revoking the exemption, wathout the necessity of giving notice
ofrescinding motion, and such exemption shall be null and void az of the passing of mich

resolution.



