
 

 
 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

Item No.  11.1.3               
 Halifax Regional Council 

 January 13, 2015 
  

 
TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
    
SUBMITTED BY:  

Richard Butts, Chief Administrative Officer 

    
    
   Jane Fraser, Acting Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DATE:   December 12, 2014 
 
SUBJECT:  Cost Shared Agreement for the Paving of “J” Class Subdivision Streets 
   2015-013 

 
 
ORIGIN 
 
This report originates as a result of a request from the Provincial Department of Transportation and 
Infrastructure Renewal. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
HRM Charter, subsection 73(a):  The Municipality may enter into and carry out agreements for highway 
construction, improvement and maintenance and other purposes pursuant to the Public Highways Act. 
 
HRM Charter, clause 79(1)(aa): The Council may expend money required by the Municipality for streets, 
culverts, retaining walls, sidewalks, curbs and Gutters. 
 
HRM Charter, clause 104(1)(f):  The Council may make by-laws imposing, fixing and providing methods 
of enforcing payment of charges for laying out, opening, constructing, repairing, improving and 
maintaining streets, curbs, sidewalks, gutters, bridges, culverts and retaining walls, whether the cost is 
incurred by the Municipality directly or by, or pursuant to, an agreement with Her Majesty in right of the 
Province, the Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal or any person. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk be authorized, by resolution of Regional 
Council, to sign on behalf of Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM) the attached Construction Agreement 
No. 2015-013 as outlined in the Discussion Section of this report. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Aid-to-Municipality is an agreement between NSTIR and other Nova Scotia municipalities (including 
HRM) to upgrade provincially owned and maintained gravel roads to asphalt. It is the Province’s 
responsibility, under this program, to create a construction agreement, and to design, tender and manage 
the construction of the paving work. HRM’s role is to identify the streets to be paved, and to facilitate the 
Local Improvement Charge (LIC) process. The “J” classification refers to local residential streets. The 
program is cost-shared between the Province and the Municipality, each paying 50% of the total 
construction costs. However, HRM’s portion is recovered in its entirety by levying LICs to the abutting 
properties on the relevant streets.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The attached Agreement No. 2015-013 is a three year agreement, and refers to the terms and conditions 
relating to paving or double chip sealing of gravel roads under the Aid-to-Municipality program. It is noted 
that HRM is not required to submit a three year paving list at this time. Under Agreement No. 2015-013, 
each year over the next three years, HRM will have the opportunity to submit a list of streets to NSTIR to 
be considered for paving. NSTIR will then notify HRM as to which streets can be paved relative to their 
approved funding levels. If there is a change from the original submission, HRM staff will submit a report 
to Council for an update.  
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no net cost to HRM as 50% of the total cost is paid by the Province, and the remaining 50% is 
recovered through the HRM Local Improvement Charges for paving.  
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
Community Engagement was not deemed to be necessary in this process as there is no impact to the 
community at this point in time. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
 Implications not identified. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
Council could choose to not approve the recommendation in this report; however, staff does not 
recommend this alternative.    
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Construction Agreement No. 2015-013 
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A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then 
choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, 
or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Ann Reid, LIC Technician, Project Planning and Design 902 490- 6849 
 
    
Report Approved by:  
   David Hubley, P. Eng., Manager, Project Planning and Design 902 490-4845 
 
    
Financial Approval by:  

L. de Montbrun for Greg Keefe, Director of Finance & ICT/CFO, 902.490.6308 
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    Original Signed




