
 

 
 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

Item No.  10               
 Halifax Regional Council  

 January 12, 2016 
  

TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
   Martin Ward, Q.C. Acting Director of Legal Insurance & Risk Management   

Services 
     
    
DATE:   January 12, 2016   
 
SUBJECT: Halifax Regional Water Commission (HRWC) Application to the NSUARB for an 

Order Approving Revisions to the Cost of Service Manual and Rate Design for 
Stormwater Service 

 
INFORMATION REPORT 

 
ORIGIN 
 
The HRWC has made an application to the NSUARB for an Order approving revisions to the Cost of 
Service Manual and Rate Design for Stormwater Service.   
 
The Hearing in this matter is scheduled to commence on February 16, 2016.  The purpose of the rate 
design hearing is to develop an approach or methodology to be used as the basis of a stormwater rate.  
When the approach to designing the rate is confirmed by the NSUARB, a formal rate hearing will be 
required to approve any new rates.   
 
HRM filed a Notice of Intervention which allows the Municipality to fully participate in the hearing process.  
As an Intervenor, HRM is able to file its own evidence for the consideration of the Board.  The Attached 
evidentiary submission/documentation has been filed with the Board on behalf of HRM and a copy of 
same is provided as an attachment to this report for the information of Council.   
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Utility and Review Board Act 
Halifax Regional Municipality Municipal Planning Strategy (2014 Regional Plan) – Chapter 8 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The 2014 Regional Plan contains policies with respect to stormwater management.  Council has provided 
direction to staff to implement the Regional Plan policies through a Lot Grading By-Law and a Stormwater 
Management By-Law (September 11, 2013 Staff Report to Environment and Sustainability Standing 
Committee and Halifax Regional Council September 8, 2015 Item No. 11.14 Lot Grading and Stormwater 
Management By-Laws). 
 
Council has directed that low density residential development be subject to the Lot Grading By-law and 
that all other development (referred to as non-residential) be subject to the Stormwater Management By-
Law.  



HRWC Application for Revisions to the Cost of Service Rate Design Manual and Rate Design for 
Stormwater Service - 2 - January 12, 2016  
 
 
In its application to the NSUARB the HRWC has proposed a credit system for all non-residential 
development which is in keeping with the approach of Council, and Policy SU12 of the Regional Plan 
which calls for HRM to support the efforts of HRWC to create a rate structure for stormwater management 
services that provides incentives for the retention of on-site stormwater.   
   
DISCUSSION 
 
The attached document sets out for the NSUARB that Municipal Policy supports a rate structure that 
provides incentives for managing stormwater at source, and that HRM supports the proposed non-
residential Credits and recommends that any credit system should be developed in consultation with the 
Municipality to ensure maximum alignment with HRM by-laws. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no budget implications associated with this report. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
N/A 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
 
Attachment A - Halifax Regional Municipality Intervenor Evidence filed with the NSUARB 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: E. Roxanne MacLaurin – Senior Solicitor HRM Legal Services 902.490-4226 
 
 
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
 
 
































































































































