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Halifax Regional Municipality
By-law S-800
Respecting Requirements for the Licensing of Temporary Signs

BE IT ENACTED by the Council of Halifax Regional Municipality pursuant to Section 172 of the
Municipal Government Act as follows: F

Part 1 Short title

1. This By-law shall be known as By-law S-800, and maybemted as the “By-law for Temporary

Part 2 Definitions

In this By-law,

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

2.5

26 ;
~ surface of the grqﬁ_hd'w{ivhere it meets such sign, and shall mean the average elevation of the
~ finished grade of the ground immediately surrounding such sign, exclusive in both cases of

_ any artificial embankment or entrenchment and when used with reference to a street, road or

Banner, Flush Mounted - means a flexible, remo ble S1 gn in ndedfor temporary mounting
directly onto a building wall. ‘ \ . -

Qéﬁient within the road right-of-

Banner, Overhead —means a Sign mtended for temporary
D ) r festival.

way to advertise a specific event; promotion, performan

Development Officer — meansa persoﬁ r persqn"gf{appointed by Council pursuant to the
provisions of the Municipal Government Act. -

152 trlangularareaon a corner lot which is formed by front lot line
a straight line which intersects 6.1 metres from the corner where

e Engyin'eyelr, of the Municipality and includes a person acting under the

Engineer —means the
ction of the Engineer.

supervision and

Established Grade - means with reference to a sign, the average elevation of the finished

. higbwgyy‘myejaﬁs the elevation of the street, road or highway established by the Municipality
~ orother designated authority.

2.7

Erect — means the placing of, the construction of, and/or the installation of a Sign.
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2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

2.16

2.17

218

- individual busines

Fixed Foundation - means a system or arrangement of structural members through which the
load from a structure is transferred to and permanently attached to the supporting soil or rock.

Inflatable Sign- means any sign which is specifically designed or intented to be inflated, and
to be readily moved from one location to another.

Land Use By-law — means a By-law approved by Council pursuant to the Municipal
Government Act to implement the intent of 2 Municipal Planning Strategy or a Secondary
Municipal Planning Strategy. . v .

Municipality — means the Halifax Regional Municip;ah@

Mobile Sign — means any Sign, whether illuminated or n/()t;:‘\”')'\}hich is spemﬁcally désigned
or intended to be readily moved from one location to another and which does not rely on a
building or fixed foundation for its structural support .

se name or telephone number
vho owns the property on which
ich the Sign advertises, who is in lawful
enefits from the message on a Sign,
lan-one owner of a Sign.

Owner — means any Person who is described ona Sign, Wi
appears on a Sign, who created a Sign, who installed a Sign,
the Sign is situated, who occupies the prem
control of a Sign or who is the subject
and for the purposes of this By-law there may be mo:

Person — means a natural person or body corporate and includes a partnership, a group of
persons acting in concert or as.an association. 4

Personal Message - mea a"sign used or the pu ose of expressing a personal opinion, which
describe, promote, advertise or direct readers to a particular land

Poster — eans a Sign, w et nade of paper, cardboard, foam core or other material, that
is not self supporting and is not permanently attached to a pole, wall or other structure.

Premise - means a separate business or tenancy, including a freestanding business and an

in a multi-tenant building.

Public Property - means a property owned by or under the control of the Municipality or any

_ of its agencies, boards or commissions.

2".51’1,9_:; ¢

ualified person — means

i) a professional engineer licensed to practice in the Province of Nova Scotia under

the Engineering Professions Act, R.S.N.S. 1989, c. 148, as amended from time to
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2.20

221

2.22

2.23

224

2.25

time, or

(i)  an architect who is a practising member of the Registrar of the Nova Scotia
Association of Architects as defined in the Architects Act, R.S.N.S. 1989, C. 21, as
amended frometres time to time;

Right-Of-Way Advertising — means off premise advertising in a street right'—of—way that is
pedestrian-oriented and includes but is not limited to Overhead Banners, transit shelter
advertising, bench adverstising, community kiosks, Slgns on parkmg;]meters bicycle rack
advertising, Signs in conjunction with street maps and way ﬁndmg;x gns, heritage streetscape
Signs, and advertising on telephone booths. For the  purpose of thls By-law, Right-Of- Way
Advertising does not include Mobile Signs, Sandwwh Boa d , flush Mounted Banners or
Posters. | , =

Sandwich Board Sign — means a Sign, freestanding intended for temporafy use during
business hours, constructed in a manner and of materials such that it can be placed or
repositioned by an individual without mechanical aid. .

Sidewalk — means that portion of a street. between’_he curb hne and adj acent property line or
any part of a street especially set a81de for pedes ial ravel and separated from the roadway.

Sign —means any structure, medlum or dev1ce that ident] descnbes promotes, advertises
or directs through the use of words 1rnages symbols ;logos or any combination thereof, but
specifically excludes Perso "'al Messages 4 :

f‘ﬁii,ﬁrestrlctlng the generahty df the foregomg includes the full right-of-way width and any utility

’ poles within the nght -of-way.

226
L ',commodlty, service or entertainment, other than those conducted, sold, promoted or offered

Third Party Slgn means a Sign that directs attention to a business, profession, activity,

e premises where such Sign is located or within the building to which such Sign is
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(a) This By-law shall apply to the entire Municipality. Where the provisions of this By-
law conflict with any other By-law, enactment, ordinance, and statutes of the
Municipality, the more restrictive provisions shall prevall unless otherw1se noted

(b)  Except as otherwise permitted by the prov151ons of this By-law, Slgns are permitted
only on lands zoned or otherwise designated by a Land Use By~1aw for the proposed
use which the Sign is intended to advertlse' s promote . ,

(c) Notwithstanding this By-law, regulatlons 1n any development agreement per’tamlng
to the maximum size, dimension, area, and/o' helght of Mobile or Sandwich Board
Signs, or required setback from lot llnes or use hall take precedence over those

(d)  No Sign shall be permitted where suc
parking spaces that are requlred pursu

h Slgn will reduce the number of available
o,; Land Use,By—law

(e) Where the same words a1e deﬁned 1n more than one By»law the definitions in this
By-law shall apply for the purposes of admmlsterlng this By-law.

| ob11e Slgns and Sandwich Board Signs permitted,
1l be permltted a Sign, subject to Sections 6.1 and 6.2.

Part3 General Requirements
3.1 Applicability
herein.
contained in this By-law.
3.2 Number of Signs
(a) hefinumber 0
r ,ﬂluminated Signs

33

. (@) Al electﬁéal Signs shall be approved, constructed and installed in accordance with the

tandards set by the Canadian Standards Association and/or National Building Code

~ and shall bear a CSA stamp, or equivalent approval. Each Sign shall have the

~ manufacturer's name and the complete electrical rating, as required by the approval
. authorlty used, displayed so that it shall be readily visable after the Sign is erected.
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(b) illuminated Signs shall be illumuniated only by steady, stationary, shielded light
sources, directed solely at the Sign, or internal to it, without causing glare to motorists,
pedestrians or neighbouring premises, and no part of a portable illuminated Sign or
light on it shall move or appear to move.

() illuminated Signs shall only be illumuniated during hours of operations of the premise
to which it relates.

3.4 Maintenance of Signs

The owner of the Sign shall maintain the Sign, or cal aj
repair at all times. Where, in the opinion of the Development Ofﬁc
dangerous or defective condition or is deemed to pose a pot ntial hazard ,
Officer may require the owner to remove or repal he Sign. '

3.5 Storage of Signs

During down time periods for Signs required under this By—laWV‘Slgns must be stored in a
manner such that it is not visible to vehlcular‘and* pedestrian tlafﬁc

Part 4 Prohibited Temporary Signs

4.1

(a)

or nnpede
the inters; ‘uon of a street w1th a railway crossmg and which, in the opinion of the

(e w/int{eifﬁfei‘es with any ventilation device, emergency exit, or fire hydrant or fire fighting
~ hose connection;
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63) is attached to or interferes with any utility wires, poles, trees or supports thereof, nor
on trees, dead, or alive, situated on municipal property orina municipal right-of-way
and Signs on a municipally-owned property including properties owned by private,
not-for-profit organizations, other levels of government or their agencies, with whom
the municipality is party to agreements therewith for the provision of public trail and
pathway systems, among others, except as provided elsewhere in this By-law;

(g) obstructs any fire escape, required exit, window, door opening, or any wall opening
intended as a means of ingress or egress; .

(h) interferes with any surface or underground”,acilities, condu1t501 lines for water,
sewage, gas, electricity or communication equipment; -

(i) interferes with any warning or instructional; i
) incorporates a strobe light or flashing ligh

(k) does not have an identification label affixed to it as upphedby the Municipality at
time of license issuance; E

ty is athird party Sign, other thaanght-Of {vertising or Signs for public schools,
churches, HRM, and non-profit organizations; "

(m)  makes use of wordsor phrases Syﬁph as "Stop", "One Way", "Danger”, "Yield", or any
other words or sym used in traffic cgnfifOI Signs and which, in the opinion of the
Engineer, might interfere with traffic control;

ign shallyyhot be erected or permitted to a height of more than 0.6
a street which abuts a daylighting triangle;

. Q) is an Inflatable Sign and is placed upon private property for a period exceeding
‘ fourtecmfdays within a 30 day period; and

1slocated on the roof of any building
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Part 5 Signs that DO NOT Require a License

5.1 No license is required for the following Signs, but such Signs shall conform to all other
requirements of this By-law:

(a) Right-Of-Way Advertising;
(b) Posters; and

(c) Inflatable Signs.

Part 6 Siens that Require a License

Special Event Signs

6.1 A license is required for Sandwich Boards, Moblle Sign
on private, or public property owned by HRM a public
Provinicial community college, church or othi erre 'glous famhty, or not-for-profit organization
for the purpose of notifying the public. of s -cial events, festivals, performances and displays
to be undertaken by that body or society and th ll_n,ot be placed for a period longer
than thirty consecutive days withina 60 day Perlodf

d banners erected temporarily
. ,rlvate grade school, university,

Mobile Signs
62 A valid license is requi ~Signs‘“p\r’;ovided that:

| a ,oblle Slgn hall be permitted for a maximum of 120 consecutive days per license
Vdustrlally, or 1nst1tut10na11y zoned or used property. Upon

(1) temporary garden centre and/or market for a maximum period per calendar
_year of 180 days.
- Christrnas tree lot for a maximum period of 45 days.
"(c)  the Mobile Sign shall have a maximum of two faces which shall be back to back, and

the Sign area of each face shall not exceed 4.64 square metres (50 square feet) per
face.
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(d) Mobile Sign shall not exceed 3.0 metres (10 feet) in height from established grade.
(e) the Mobile Sign shall:

(1) only advertise the business for which the license has been issued

(i)  not be located within the daylighting triangle for corner lots .

(i)  on a street where there is an existing curb, be located no closer than 4.6

metres (15 feet) from the inside of the curb and 1n no case shall the Sign be
located within the HRM right- of—way > ..

(iv)  on a street where there is no curb ,be located 10 closcr than 7 0 mctres (23
feet) from the edge of the pavcmcq tC travelled way and in no case ‘shall the

materia s s for stability but shall not include a fixed foundation. Use of sandbags
or other loose weights on frame legs is not permitted.

onlyone Mobile Sign shall be permitted per premise, except as permitted in
¢ ,'iacc'o'fdancc with Section 6.2(e)(vi) and (vii).

| notwithstanding any of the foregoing, Mobile Signs shall:
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(h)

Sandwich Boards on Private Property

@) not be permitted within the Capital District, as defined in Schedule A of this
Bylaw,except for Mobile Signs for public events and festivals; and

(i)  be permitted only once per business for a maximum period of sixty days for
new business openings, within a commercial and industrial zone within the
boundaries of Bedford Municipal Planning Strategy, Sackville Drive
Secondary Planning Strategy or the areas zoned C-2 w1th1n the Eastern
Passage/Cow Bay Municipal Planning Strategy

notwithstanding section g(ii), within:

(1) Cole Harbour/Westphal Mumclpal{,
are not permitted within the C-1 Zone and -

(i)  Downtown Dartmouth Secondary Pl
are not permitted within any zone

g Strategy boundary Moblle Signs

6.3 A license is required once per 12 month pe”’
property, provided that these Sandw1ch Board !

Banners- Flusﬁiﬁ’Moun

~ shall not be ill»umi:

| i;shall be perm [

for all Sandwmﬁ Board Signs on private

do not have more than two faces n total w1t, a maximum dimension of 0.8 metres
(2.6 feet) in width ar 1.2 metres (4.0 feet) in height per face;

ted; and

on properties 'Zoned or used for commercial, industrial, and

6.4 ; .’A’flicense is requ flush mounted Banners on private property, provided that these

Banners

~ per license on a commercially, industrially, or institutionally zoned or used property.

do not eﬁéeed a maximum of ten percent coverage of the building wall; and
a Flush Mounted Banner shall be permitted for a maximum of 120 consecutive days
Upon expiry or cancellation of the license, the Sign shall be removed from the

property for a period of no less than 30 days before anew Sign license application will
be accepted for that premise.
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Existing Temporary Signs

6.5  All existing temporary Signs shall comply with the provisions contained within this By-law
within 180 days of the effective date of the By-law.

PART 7: Signs Within HRM Public Right-of-Way
7.1 Signs are not permitted within an HRM public right-of-way except for: -

Posters

(a) Posters are permitted provided that they ary laced on commumty k1osks and notlce
boards as approved by the Municipality but do not requlre a hcense ~

Sandwich Boards

(b) alicense is required for a Sandwich Board for commercial, industrial, and institutional
uses per 12 month period and provided that only one § andw1ch Board is permitted per
premise and shall be located dlrectly'ln front of the premlse bemg advertised and the
Sandwich Board shall not: \

1) obstruct pedestria;nsti?dr constitﬁte yé‘hi

(i1) exceed 0.6 metre s (2.0 fi t) in widtli;é\ind 0.9 metres (3.0 feet) in height;

20ne (see Schedule B).

(c) a license is required for a Sandwich Boards which notifies the public of special
. community events and festivals and the Sign shall not be placed for a period longer
than thirty (30) consecutive days and Sandwich Board shall not:

obstruct pedestrians or constitute a hazard;

(1) exceed 0.6 metres (2.0 feet) in width and 0.9 metres (3.0 feet) in height;
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(iii)  have moving parts, display lights or require electrical power;

(iv)  be located in the pedestrian through zone or curb zone of a sidewalk (see
Schedule B); and

v) be permitted if a sidewalk does not contain a furnishing and service zone or
a frontage zone (see Schedule B). 5

(d) further to Sections 7.1 (b) and (c), an apphcant fora Sandw1ch Boald shall provide
proof of and maintain public liability insurance in the minimum mount of $1 million
dollars per Sign occurrence, such insurance: shall mdemmfy th Mun1c1pahty and its
employees from any and all claims made as a Tresult of the Sign andl‘the Mummpahty
shall be named as an additional insured. ' o

Right-Of-Way Advertising

(e) HRM approved Right-Of-Way Advertisir,lfg’{bﬁt no

nse is required through this By-
law. 5

Part 8 Applications and Fees

Applications
8.1 The following informatio srequlre ‘évl\tf‘the time of application:

ppllcablezé or edge of travel way and property lines, buildings,
mg, drlveways adjacent streets, and any other Mobile Signs;

® P

approval Nova Scotia Department of Transportation and Public Works as

required; (

for a Moblle Sign on a property, the application shall be accompanied by written
permlsssmn by the property owner or approved management company;

o) "ji\fiduratlon of the Sign placement;

63) name of the business or use for which the Sign is being applied,;
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(g) payment of fees according to the provisions of Administrative Order No. 15;

(h) notwithstanding Section (g), fees shall be waived for the following uses: municipally
owned and/or operated facilities, public schools, not for profit organizations,
registered charities, public institutions, churches or other religious facilities; and

(1) any other information required by the Development Officerto evaluate the application
under the terms of this By-law. :

8.2  Alicense sticker issued by the Municipality shall be clea;rly dlsplayed

,'e bottom right hand
corner on the Sign for which it was issued. . s

8.3  Where a Sign has been installed in violation of the terms of 1ts lloense th 11cense shall be
revoked by the Development Officer in addition to the enaltles outlined in Part 10.

8.4  Ifalicense has been issued due to inaccurate mform
may be revoked. : . ~
8.5  Where an application for a license is refused, the apphcant shall be en‘utled to a full refund of
the application fee. o

10 ded by an applicant, the license

Pari 9 Appeal of a License

9.1  Any applicant who has been refused a Slgn hcense or whose license has been revoked may
appeal to the HRM Appea ,,Commutee pursuant to the provisions of By-law A-100,
Respecting License and Permlt Appe il ,

Part 10 Enfo cement an

10.1 T hié: _ ed by the Development Officer or designate.

10.2  Municipal em Sfees may enter at all reasonable times upon private property for the purpose
of 1nspect10n orcement necessary to administer this By-law.

10.3 . A Sign thatis placed in v olation of this By-law may be subject to removal and impoundment
- by the Municipality. All costs associated with such removal or impoundment shall be the
_ responsibility of the Owner. Such costs shall be paid to the Municipality or its agent prior to
_ releaseofan 1mp0unded Sign. A Sign not claimed within fifteen (15) days of its impoundment
‘may be destroyed sold or otherwise disposed of by the Municipality. Unpaid costs may be
'eharged and collected by the Municipality as a first lien on the property affected.

Any'person who violates any of the provisions of this By-law shall be guilty of an offence and
shall, on summary conviction, be liable

104
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(2)

(b)

(c)

Part 11

11.1  The following By-laws are hereby repealed:

(2)

(b)

SChedule B:

for the first offence to a penalty of not less than Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars
(250.00) and of not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or imprisonment for
a period of not more than one year or both, including the imposition of the minimum
fine;

for the second offence to a penalty of not less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00)
and of not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) or imprisonment for a period
of not more than one year or both, including the imposition ofa minimum fine;

for the third offence or any subsequent offence to a. penalty of not less than One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and of not more than ten thousan ‘ydollars ($10,000.00)
or imprisonment for a period of not more ‘than one- year or‘f ~both' fmcludmg the
imposition of a minimum fine. \ f L '

Repeal of By-laws

e”’; and all amendments
“BIHPOStCI'S and all amendments thereto;

1gn ]é»y—law”; and all amendments thereto.

d Zone Standards
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