P.0. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5 Canada

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY

Halifax Regional Council
April 15,2003

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

SUBMITTED BY:

DATE: April 7, 2003

SUBJECT: Community Boundaries- Tantallon Pilot Project Area
ORIGIN

The civic address corrections pilot project carried out in the Tantallon area in 2002 included
clarification and verification of community boundaries. Progress regarding this exercise was reported
to Council via an information report dated June 19, 2002. The report indicated the final resolution
of community boundaries would be brought forward to Council for ratification once the project was
completed and all issues resolved. The purpose of this report is to request Council’s adoption of the
community names and boundaries within the project area as outlined in this report.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Regional Council adopt the community names and boundaries within the
Tantallon pilot project area as outlined on the map in Appendix A.
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BACKGROUND & DISCUSSION

The June 19, 2002 information report to Council identified 17 communities in addition to the
Peggy’s Cove Preservation Area within the Tantallon project area. The report also outlined the public
consultation process undertaken to verify this information. Appendix A represents the map
reflecting those communities and their proposed boundaries. In mid-August, final notices were sent
to residents in the project area informing them of their full new civic address to be used for mail
delivery and to obtain 911 emergency service. Residents were encouraged to contact staff with issues
and concerns regarding changes to their addresses prior to the October 22™ implementation date.

All issues raised by residents in the project area have been resolved with the exception of one
outstanding item- formal acknowledgement of the existence of the community of “Big Lake”. The
area around Big Lake, located between the communities of Blind Bay and East Dover, is inhabited
by approximately 11 permanent households and 5 seasonal households. Big Lake is not recognized
as a separate community within the E911 system, rather the area is included with the general service
area of East Dover. Big Lake is not recognized as a community within the Gazetteer of Canada:
Nova Scotia edition nor in the NS Geographical Names Database. There are community signs,
however, in the area which mark the entrance and exit to the “Big Lake” area.

Throughout the Tantallon pilot project, the residents in the Big Lake area contended they belonged
to a separate and distinct community and one which had been recognized through a petition process
in the late 1990s. Staff have undertaken extensive research to ascertain the status of Big Lake as a
community. Staff have been unable to locate any petition requesting recognition of Big Lake as a
community or any motion regarding same by either the former Halifax County Council or the HRM
Regional Council.

Staff and the current area Councillor have met with the residents of the Big Lake area on several
occasions. They are very concerned they were led to believe that a process of recognition was
followed some years ago and are very surprised to now find their community’s existence is in
question. The existence of community signs in the area for the past 6 years further reinforces the
confusion surrounding the situation. o

From staff’s perspective, it is imperative this issue regarding community recognition be resolved.
On-going dispute over the existence of the Big Lake community can and will lead to public safety
concerns. The name of the community is a vital part of the civic address required for E911 purposes
as well as general service delivery. It is imperative that residents clearly know which community they
live in and that this is reflected in the databases serving the E911 system and the various emergency
response agencies.

Given these circumstances and the confusion surrounding this issue, it is staff’s perspective that
agreement should be reached regarding the status of the community so proper data can be entered
into the 911 system, data which the residents are prepared to use for both 911 purposes, mail
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delivery, and other service delivery purposes. While the area of Big Lake would not be recognized
as a community today according to the criteria presented to Council in June 2002, it is staff’s
position there are extenuating circumstances and “history” surrounding the status of Big Lake. As
a result, it is staff’s recommendation that the community of Big Lake and its boundaries as
represented on the attached map should be recognized formally by Regional Council in order to
bring resolution to this issue.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget implications associated with the identification and delineation of community
boundaries in the Tantallon project area. Community signs in the area are the responsibility of the
NS Department of Public Works and Transportation. NSDPWT staff have agreed to relocate any
community signs required as a result of Council’s formal adoption of the proposed community
boundaries. Approximately five signs will require relocation in the Tantallon pilot project area.

MULTI-YEAR FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ALTERNATIVES

There are no recommended alternatives.

ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A- Community Boundaries- Tantallon Project Area

Additional copies of this report, and information on its status, can be obtained by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490- V
4210, or Fax 490-4208.
Report Prepared by: Donna Davis; Project Manager-Civic Address Data Project 490-4417

-
Report Approved by: PR il CR A A ™
" Gerf Kaiser, Director of Shared Services 490-4630
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HRM Community Recreation Services

Alderney Gate

PO Box 1749 Stn. Central

Halifax NS B3J929
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HRM Community Recreation Services

Alderney Gate
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PO Box 1749 Stn. Central

Halifax NS B3J9Z9
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Simplicity ¢
at its best...

Wouldn't it be nice if everything in life wasn't so complica rou're looking
for information on any municipal service from tro Tr us schedules,
property tax, or recycling information you just have to dial one phone number.
It's that simple.

Call (902) 490-4000.

Our call centre agents are waiting to serve you seven days a week from
7:30 am - 10:00 pm. If you live outside the local calling area in HRM, please dial
our toli-free number 1-800-835-6428, or if you require the use of a TTY/TDD
line, please dial (902) 490-6645.

HALIFAX

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY




