
Where we are in the process
December 2006

   Seven Citizens, Six Councillors appointed

Spring 2007

   Foundations and Principles of a new Tax System

June 2007 – March 2008

March 2008

Council has not been asked to approve Foundations, Principles, 
Objectives or the Draft Tax Model

The Municipal Property 
Tax System needs 
to change!

The following display boards will help illustrate the Tax Reform Committee’s ideas for a new municipal tax system.  Your feedback will help form the basis of a new tax model to be recommended to Regional Council.  

Since January 2007 the Tax Reform Committee has researched 

and gathered public feedback on the municipal property tax system.  

It has concluded that:

Spring 2008

Do you think there is a need for tax reform?

www.halifax.ca/taxreform  |  taxreform@halifax.ca   |  490-4886   |  TDD/TTY 490-6645



A MISSION STATEMENT FOR THE 
MUNICIPAL TAX SYSTEM

Based on public feedback, the Tax Reform Committee has established a Mission 
Statement and a set of values for the tax system.  

Mission Statement:

To provide an equitable tax system based on a charge 
for services provided and ability to pay:
Linking taxes and fees for services to those who derive the greatest bene�t at the 
individual, community and regional levels, and, considering the ability to pay.

These foundations will be supported by seven principles: 
Equity, Economic Competitiveness, Economic E�ciency, Respect for Other 
Governments, Simplicity, Stability, Transparency and Accountability.

Under its Draft Tax Model the Committee is proposing that:
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Do you agree that 
services should be 
paid for by those 
who bene�t the 

most: the individual, 
the community, 

or the region?

Do you think the tax 
system should be

based on municipal 
services, ability to 

pay, or both?











WORKING WITH CITIZENS 
TO IMPROVE UPON OUR PROPOSED REFORMS

Public consultation is critical to the committee’s work.  Only once additional feedback is gathered 
can the Committee return to Council with any necessary changes and its �nal recommendations.

Tell us what you like about the proposal
Not taxing on home values
Using a Dwelling Unit Tax

Taxing Apartments at a lower rate
Tax Relief for Low Income taxpayers

Tax Relief for those with children 
Phasing out the Deed Transfer Tax

Tell us how to improve the proposal
Taxing apartments at an even lower rate

More support for low and middle income taxpayers
A surtax on high incomes

Using frontage to tax for services
Taxing road costs by distance driven

A solid waste user fee 
Additional User Fees

Paying for hydrants on the water bill
Having everyone pay for hydrants

Municipal Fuel Tax 
Municipal Income Tax

Relief on a portion of the Deed Transfer Tax

What’s Next
The Tax Reform Committee:

Reviews surveys and other feedback from the public
Revises its proposals

Works on an implementation plan
Submits its recommendations to Regional Council

Is your preference to: 
1.   accept the proposals, 
2.   modify them, 
3.   move in another direction or 
4.   maintain the status quo.
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