” Annual Council Session - 1908
Tuesday, April 16, 1968

felt this study would be of benefit to the whole County,

s

Councillor Tonks said that the nced for Regional transportation is very great in the
County and the two cities and he hoped the study would present a concrete recommendation
with solutions to these transportation problems,

Deputy Warden Nicholson said he was not arguing as to the merits of the study, he did
not see how it would do the rural areas of the County any more good than it would do Hants
or Lunenburg Counties.

Councillor tcCabe questioned the benefit to the‘C0unty, he said he would like the
$9,000,00 spent for gravel foxr three niles of the Highway he had to drive over this morning
and he believed that this study would have no benefit at all to 85% of the County.

Councillor lussey said he attended a meeting held on the subject at which other
Councillors attended and with all the experts they had it came down to the matter of the
private transportation companies were willing to provide transportation facilities in those
areas where it was profitable for then.

Councillor bBell pointed out that the urban Councillors supported ARDA although it
would be of little benefit to them because they felt it would be of great benefit to the
rural portion of the County,

Mr. Hattie replied to Councillor Gaetz that the Board used to have a policy that they
share in the cost of TV's for the schools and in other cases area rates were levied to pay
for them,

Councillor Gaetz pointed out that Council is considering the expenditure of $7,000.00
to $9,000.00 for a transportation study and at the same time refusing TV's in some schools
at a cost of $6,000.00 and thereby depriving some children of teaching aids necessary for
their learning, ;

Councillor ludson asked whether the purpose of this study was to help people in the
County working in the City or people in the City working in the County,

In a standing vote of 15 - 6, the amendment was carried.

It was noved by Councillor lludson, seconded by Councillor P, Baker:
AMENDMENT :
"THAT the amount of $6,300,00 for television sets be placed
back in the Capital Budget for the Municipal School Board and that
the Report of the Finance and Executive Conmittee be so amended",
(Amendnent defeated),

Councillor P, Baker said it appeared that the Councillors in districts which already
had TV's in schools were against getting them in the other districts and he felt the children
in outside schools should have the same privileges.

Councillor Allen pointed out that this would be a capital item and as such would have
to be paid for by the County outside the annexed area, after annexation,

Deputy Warden Nicholson said that this is a '"make do'" year and only 1most esseatial
items should be considered. lie was not against ecquipping schools but felt that there are

some items which could be done without this year, Ilc pointed out that funding over a ten
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year period would cost double and a TV would just not last 10 years anyway,

Councillor Street agrced that TV's in schools were desirable tcaching aids but with
good teachers not an absolute necessity. lle suggested that since some districts have
provided their own, that other districts which feel that TV's are necessary in school do the
same.,

Councillor liudson agreced that TV's were not necessary if there are good teachers but
the County did not have enough good teachers,

Councillor Bell felt it was not fair to provide TV's in schools for some and not all,
He felt it was considered nccessary for the children's education that it should be put on the
cirriculum and be all over the County.

Councillor McCabe felt that lHalifax County has just as good teachers as any other
Municipality, that through his investigations it has come cut that some children coming to
County schools from the City are not as far advanced as the County students,

Councillor Gaetz felt that if the Department of Education rccemmended TV's in schools
and provided the programmes for them that it was up to the inspectors to see that they were
used properly so that all children would be able to participate in the progran,

On the amendment, Councillor Tonks and Councillor Street requested a recorded vote,
For: 15, 14, 10, 8, 7, 6, 3 ~---msmcuce e nmnc e e 7 _
Against: 21, 20, 19, 18, 17, 16, 13, 12, 11, 5, 4, 2, 1 =-eccc=- 13 (Amendment defeated

Councillor Gaetz felt that if the two grants applied for for the. Lawrencetown Conrmunity
Centre and the George iiashington Carver Recreation Centers were to be denied then the annual
grant to the llalifax Police Boy's Club should also be denied. He pointed out that the
Community Centers did a great deal for the people in the communities and that the County
should be assisting its own people if they were going to help other municipalities in their
projects.

Deputy Warden Nicholson said that a lot of the grants were cut down and no new ones
undertaken, in fact he had refused to support applications from organizations in his own
district.

Mr, Hattie explained that for many years a grant was given to the George liashington
Carver Community Centrc until it got on its feet and the Lawrencetown group had been applying
for several years and since there are many community cen res in the County and as grants
could not be given to all the Council had established a policy that not grants be given at all.
As for the Police Boy's Club, this §$75.,00 is not so much a grant as it is in lieu of taxes,
that they applied for relief of taxes and there was no provision for approving this so the
grant was made instecad which covered a portion of their taxes.

Councillor Gaetz said he had done some investigation and could not find out any work
the Police Boy's Club did for the County, i

The Warden called for a vote on the motion to adopt the report., (Motion carried).
It was moved by Councillor Allen, scconded by Councillor Bell:

"THAT the Annual Council Session adjourn until 7:00 p.m,",
(Motion carried),
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The evening session of the Aunual sessicon of the Council of the lunicipality of the
County of iialifax convened at 7:15 p.u., with warden I, Settle presiding

The Clerk called the Roll,
1
The Clerk advised Council that the Special Report of the Finance and Executive
Committec re Area Rates had been tabled for Councillers' consideration,
It was noved by Councillor Street, seconded by Councillor Daye:
"THAT the Special *‘Report of the Finance and Lxecutive
Commiittee re area rates be adopted and these arca rates
are hereby levied Ly the Council". (llotion carried).

Hr, iattie again advised Council that the Report re District rates had been tabled
for Councillors' consideration.

It was wmoved by Councillor Street, seconded by Councillor Tonks:

”THNF tie District “"tos as presented to Council this
date be and are he eby lU“’i( ({lotion carried).

The Clerk read the Final Report of the Finance and Executive Committee.
It was moved by Councillor 3treet, seconded by Councillor Snair:
"TUAT the Final Report of the Finance and Lxecutive
Commiittee lnClduln” the estinates for the year 1968 and
levying the tax rates of $3.72". (ilotion carricd).
Councillor Gactz questioned the fact that a grant was not nade to the Lawrencetown

Community liall, that grants were being recommended for:the Police Boy's Club and fialifax
Sympiiony Society,

It was roved by Councillor Gaetz, seconded by Councillor Johnson:
AMENDMENT

.
.

"THAT the Report of the Pinance and Executive Committee

be amended by striking out of the Extinates the amcunt of

$75.00 for the !ialifax Police boy's Club and $250,00 for the

lHalifax Symphony Society'". (Anendment defeated",)
Councillor Daye questioned the wisdom of this notion,

Councillor Gactz stated he felt that these two (2) grants were approved then grants
to othier comunity projects should be approved,

Councillor Street stated that it would be impossible for Council to consider all
such requests, '

The Warden called for a vote on the amenduent, (Aumendment defeated),
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Counciller butler questioned tiie amount of assessnent used to determine the tax rate
and the amount of assessuent shown in the Report of the Director of Asscssment.

led that the difference in tie anount of the assessuent Tigure was
wichh nave d fixed tax vrate.

Hr, ilattie explai
daue to assessuents w ;

Ceuncillor Butler indicated he felt that the best way to deal with the cstimates was.

to 5tﬂ1t at the first and go through iten by iten.
This was agreed to by Council and proceeded to deal with the cstinates on this basis.,

Councillor jutler questioned the anount shown in the estimates re Councillors
renuneration,

Hr, Hattie cxplained that this amount covered the twelve regular sessio
and a possible special session.,

o)
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Councillor Tonks stated that he felt that it would be a saving to the !unicipality
Councillors were paid in arrears twice a year,

It was moved by Ceuncillor Tonks:
the Dyluw re remuneraticn of Councillors be

anenued vy paying Councillors in arrcars every six
i ', (o seconder),

Lontits - June and Jecenver

Counciller vaker questioned the iten of 51,400,000 re [ FCA convention,
i ey |

It was moved by Councillor Tonks, seconded Ly Council

"IHIAT the itenr 410 Convention JiFOMA in an aiount of
:

&
r)
be deleted fron tie estinates for tie year 1908, (lotion defeated).

Councillior iiucson gquestioned the noney paid for bounties and Jelt that this siculd
be discontinued,

It was woved by Councillor liudson, scconded by Councillor Snaiw:

: . et L I I = "
Dylaw with respect to the p: of bountie:
py deleting Scction 10", ( :otion defeated).

Councillor Daye and Councillor !lcCabe stated that they felt that the paying of
bouwnties was a direct benefit to ratepayers and should not be discentinued,

Councilloxr iuher grant to tie Nova Scotia ene Zor Coloured Children
not so much as to tue g ) but as to the operatici of this liome and the nane
for the ilone,

Ceuncillor Jounsci stated that he agreed with Councillor Haker and felt the naie

siiould be changed,
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It was noved by Councillor liussey, scconced by Councillor P. Daker:
3 b )

"THAT the Warden, Deputy larden, Chaimnan of the Welfare
Committee, Councillor Johnson, be a Committee to meet with
the members of the board of tiic siova Scotia fLiome for Coloured
Children to find out more about the operaticn and nawe of the

institutien'", (liotion carvied). '

Councillor Snair questioned as to nenies raised re Cape Bonnie TFund,

Councillor Baker and lir, ilattie explained the proposed method of distribution and
Councillor Haker advised that he had expected a private bill to be introduced at the last
sitting of the Legislation which would allow this distribution to be carried out,

Mr., Cox advised Councillor Daker that an amendient had been made to the Trustees
Act which would allow for an application to be made to the Court for this distribution,

It was noved by Councillor Toiks, seconded by Councillor Allen:

"THAT the interest on tax arrears and on Inprovenment
Ciiasiges be increasced to 8%", (llotion carried),

ouncil continued to deal with the estimates, with lr. llattie ansvering a nuunber of
C 1 t 1 t 1 with t S ites, with M attie ans ng a nuiiber of
questions withh regard to various itews.

The ilarden called for a vote on the motion to adept the Finance and Executive
Conmittee Report and to set the tax rate at $3,72 per §100,00 of assessuent, (lotion

It was noved by Councillor Butler, scconded by Councillor Tonks:

"THAT Council go into Comnittee of the whole",
(ilotion carried). .

It was moved by Deputy Warden liicholson, seconded by Councillor Hussey:

Pirove poarn

THAT Council reconvene from Comnittee of the whole",
(tiotion carried).

It was noved by Councillor Allen, seconded by Councillor bell:

"THAT Hr, iattie and !r, ilc!lahon be pernitted to attend the

M. 0. A, Conierence in June'., (Glotion carricd).
It was moved by Councillor Allen, seconded by Councillor iussey:

"THAT a letter be written to the liinister and Governuent for
the consideration given to this Council", (ilction carried).

Councillor Allen stated that he felt that the Finance Committec should be commended
for the time that they spent on the budget and that tir, Hattie, the [unicipal Clexk, should
be commended for the excellent work he did in preparing the brief which was presented to the
AR - -
rilniscer,
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It was noved by Councillor Tonks, secconded by Councillox Husscy:

Annual Council Session - 1968

Tuesday, Avril 16, 1968

It was moved by Councillor Smair, scconded by Councillowx llussey:

FHAT the minutes of today's Mnual Session be
i 1 5 e — H
adopted'". (liotion carried),

1A

"TUHAT Council recind that portion of Councillor liussey's notion
calling for debate before the end of the Annual Session and
substitute thercfore debate at the !lay session”, tiotion carried).

i
was noved by Councillor Snair, seconded by Councillor iudsons

"THAT the Annual Session of Council adjourn',
(ilotion carried),

Council closed with tiie singing of "God Save The Queen',
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- MINUTES OF TIHE APRIL SESSION OF TIilE FIRST
YEAR COUNCIL OF THE THIRTY-SIXTH COUNCIL OF TIIE
MUNICIPALITY OF Til COUNTY OF HALIFAX

The April session of Council convened at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday, April 16, 1968, with
Warden I. Settle presiding.

1

Following the Lord's Prayer, the Clexrk called the Roll,
It was moved by Councillor Snecltzer, scconded by Councillor ludson:

"THAT the Municipal Council advisc the Canadian Transport
Commission that the Council has no objection to the shelters
at Fletcher and Kinsac being rcmoved", (Motion carried).

The Clerk read a letter from the !Minister of Lducation,
It was moved by Councillor Allen, seconded by Deputy Warden Micholson:

"THAT the letter be referred to the Finance and
Executive Committec'"., (lMotion carried).

Councillor Daye said that this County spent two million dollars to provide a llome
for the aged in this County and there was considerable difficulty in getting pcople
admitted there., lie specified a case of a patient who had been trying to get in there for
soime tine and was able and willing to pay her own way, Ille felt it was ridiculous for the
County to be discouraging paying patients since the accomodations are there and it is
costing this County money if the accomodations are not being used. ;

Councillor P, Baker stated that this was not an isolated case, that there had been
several others, one was an old gentleman of 79 years, He said that under the present
system there is considerable confusion,. the lielfare Committec is confused, the Ocean View
adninistration is confused aned the County Placement Officer is confused, he said that therc
are accomodations available but there are so many strings dttached to patients being admitted
that it was most unsatisfactory,

In reply to Councillor Tonks, !r, Hattie said that it is thc Classification Committee
who makes the classifications as to who will go into Ocean View and the Cormittece is made
up of doctors and representatives of the Provincial lelfare Department, le said he believed
that at County liospital, the Medical Officer and Superintendent sit in with the Committee
when they are making their classifications but did not know if the same was true at Ocecan
View.

Solicitor Cox said that the Committee is a Provincial Board to determine whether the
Province shall share in the cost of maintaining these patients, Ile said that others can be
taken into Ocean Vicw even if not approved by the Committec but the cost of such patients
would be solely an expenditure of the County.

Councillor tlcCabe asked what was the minimun age where a person could go to Ocean
View? '

Solicitor Cox replied that this did not have too much bearing on the situation, that
the Board sinply decided whether the Province will pay its share of the cost.
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Councillor Giles observed that if the lady in question was willing to pay her own
way, he did not sce how this had anything to do with the Committee.

Councillor P. Baker, Chairman of the VWelfare Committec, said he asked for a meeting
this week but it would depend on whether the Darrah Committec would be available and he
felt that Mr, Coulter should also be included in this meeting,

1

It was moved by Councillor Tonks, seconded by Councillor Street:

"THAT Council ask for represcntation on the
Classification Committee'". (Motion carried),

It was noved by Councillor iludson, seconded by Councillor lloser:

"TIHAT anothier letter be written to the !inistexr of
Education asking for clarification of the natter of
amending the Lducation Act in that the Iunicipal School
bBoard would have the right teo sect entrance age of pupils
ratiier than Local boards of Trustees'". (llotion carried),
Councillor Tonks said that in the ninutes of the previous Council session, there
were two items deferrcd to the next session and asked why these itens were not included
on the agenda of this session,

Mr, liattie said that the matter of the resolution from the llunicipality of Sydney
was to be studied by the helfare Comnittee and they had not had a chance to neet on it
as yet,

Councillor Tonks felt that itewms which are deferred from tine to time should be
placed on the agenda and not ignored and forgotten, that Councillors snould not nave to
& & & »

bring these matters up bLefore this Council,

Councillor vaker Chiairman of the lielfare Committee, called for a meeting of that
» : » b 44
Commiittee at 12:00 noon today to deal with the Sydney resolutlon,

The Clerk wead the Report of tiae Public lorks Coumittec,

Councillor Bell explained that there was one street in nis district wiiich the petition

for paving had not coie in for because thic people cii tihe street wanted to make sure the
scewer laterals were all in before the street was paved, now that tihiey have been installed

the residents were petitioning for paving and he wondered if this could be included in this

year's prograi,

Councillor Butler said he was in the samc position in his district because tihe con-
tractors on Swan Street and Inglewood Drive had not completed all the sewer connections
prior to the aeadline requircd by the Public Works Department,

Mr, Gallaghexy said that for a number of years the petitions have been coming in
"dribs and drabs'" necessitating tenders to be late and requiring riders added to then for
& i g

those arcas coming in with late petitions and this was why a deadline was set, lie informed

Council that letters went out to all Councillors in January to this effect,

Councillor iussey said he noticed in the papers that streets in Fairview and Rock-

inghan werc being paved and the City of lialifax "picking up the tab", Ille asked why this

g
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was not available to Jollimore and if preferential treatuent was being given?

Warden Settle said that the City has agrced to pay for the strcets in the arcas to
be annexcd when they are annexed but they have not given prefercential treatment to any
particular district,

Councillor ilussey said that the road between Spryficld and Harrietsfield has been
paid for Ly the Province wiiercas otier roads in the County, Kirk Road and Albion Road
were just as much accesses to Purcell's Cove Raod and were not taken over by the Province.

tr. Gallagher replied that this depends on the classification placed on roads by the
Department of Highways, scue are considered main arteries and other C2 and C3 roads.
l

It was noved by Councillor Hussey, seconded by Councillor P, Baker:
"THAT the linister of lighways be asked to review their
‘classification of Llfnxd,s as in the opinion of Council,
" there are other roads in the ilunicipality of the County of
Halifax that are just as much roads leading to soue cormunity
as the Harrietsfield Road". (lotion carried),

Mr, ilattie sald that only the streets which appeared on the circulated list to
Councillors were approved by the City and others would have to be approved by this Council
and by City council,

In a standing motion, the motion was carried.

The Clerk continued to rcad the Report of the Public Works Committee,

It was noved by Councillor Smeltzer, seconded by Councillor licCabe:

"THAT the Report of the Public Works Conmittec
be adopted". (llotion carried),

Councillor Snair voiced his approval that the tax sale funds were to be equally
divided ancng districts and asked whethier the County would be liable for the lands in
Sackville used by tlie Loy Scouts and CGirl Guides which had been deeded to the County.

Solicitor Cox replied that there was no lisbility on the part of the County for
upkeep of buildings.
Councillor Hudson askc
lands for park purposes at ta

¢ whetiier it would be possible for a Councillor te acquire
X sales, Golicitor Cox replied in the affiniative,

Councillor Daye and Councillor C, baker spoike tieir approval on the new distribution
policy of tax liea monies for district purposes.

In reply to Councillor Gaetz, lir, liattie said that there is a provision in the Act
where such monies must be spent for park purposes,

1

It was roved by Councillor Strect, seconded by Councillor Butler:
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funicipality of the County of lialifax,
Teuporary Borrowing Resolution,
Street Paving - $42,000,00

"THAT WHEREAS by Section 6 of Chapter 186 of the Revised Statutes, The Hunicipal
Affairs Act, it is enacted among other things, in effect, that subject to the provisions
of Section § of tie said Act and notwithstanding any of the provisions of any special or
gencral Act of the Legislature of Nova Scotia, every municipality of a county or district
shall have full pover and authority to borrow or raisc by way of loan from time to tine
on the credit of the municipality such sum or sunms as the Council thercof deeins necessary
for the purpose of improving and maintaining streets;

[}
Fadlnd

AND WHEREAS by Section 8 of the said The lunicipal Affairs Act it is enacted among

other things, in effect, that no noney shall be borrewed under the provisions of the said
Act until such proposed borrowing has been approved by the !linister of Municipal Affairs;

AND WHEREAS it is deemed necessary by thic lunicipal Council of the iunicipality
of the County of ilalifax to borrow a sum not excecding Forty-two Thousand Dollars (542,000.00
for the purpose of improving and maintaining streets;

AND WHEREAS by the lunicipal Affairs Act such sun in the discretion of the funicipal
Council be borrowed or raised in one sum at onc time or in instalments at different tines
and the sum required shall be borrowed or raised by the issue and sale of debentures of the
Municipality to such an amount as the Council thercof deens necessary to raise such sun;

AND WHERLAS it is deered expedient to postpone the issue of such debentures and to
borrow such sum, not excecding Forty-two Thousand Dollars ($42,000,00) as nay be necessary
for the purpose aforesaid from the Royal Bank of Canada at Armdale, MNova Scotia, the sun
so borrowed to be repaid said Bank from the procceds of said debentures when sold;

BE _IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the lwunicipality of the County of lialifax do, under and
by virtue of the funicipal Affairs Act, and subject to the apnroval of the ‘inister of
: £ . ’ i C o
Municipal Affairs, borrow or raise by way of loan on the credit of the said iunicipality, a
sum not exceeding Forty-two Thousand Dollars ($42,000,00) for the puiposes aforesaid;

THAT under and in accordance with saicd The Municipal Affairs Act such sum be borrowed
or raised by tie issue and sale of debentures of the vunicipality to such an anount as tie
Council thercof decems necessary to raise such suig

THAT the issue of such debentures Le postponed and that the said vlunicipality do,
under and Ly virtuc of the provisions of Section 148 (1) of Chapter 7 of the Acts of 1955,
the tunicipal Act and subject to the approval of the !nister of Mfunicipal Affairs, borrow
a sum or suns of noney not cxceeding Forty-tio Thousand Dollars (542,000,00) from the Reoyal

~

Bank of Canada at Armdale, Nova Scotia;

LUAT suchi suii or surs be borreved fron said Dank for a period not cxceeding twelve

months witi interest thereon to be paid said Bank at the rate of 7 1/4 per centun per annumn
and that the amount so borroved be repaid the said Bank from the proceeds of the said
debentures viaen sold, (lotion carried).

~

The Clerk read the Report of the Municipal School Board,
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It was moved Ly Councillor Snair, seconded by Councillor Bell:

"TLAT tite Report of the lunicipal School Luard
be adopted". (llotion carried).

Deputy warden Hicinolson said that this is the only electricially heated school
the County is building and he did not see that it made any difference whether the additions
were put on later or added with the original building. He felt that this Report should
come to Capital Duilding Committee and from there to Finance and Executive Committee
especially since li. R. Doane and Company are presently making a forecast for the next five
years and it should be studied together in detail,

It was moved by Deputy larden Nicholson, seconded by Councillor P, Baker:
AMENDHENT s

"THAT this Report be referred to the School Capital Progranm
Committee ana to the Finance and Lxecutive Committee'.
(Anendment carried).

Councillor Tonks questioned the proposed location of the Junior iiigh School in Cole
ltarbour, he felt it was negligence in planning to spend noney for another lot in Cole
Harbour when the lunicipality already had property served by water and sewer in LCastern
Passage and when almost 50% of the pupils came from Eastern Passage., Ilie did not see that
the Cole iiarbour location would be of any benefit to the County and added that there would be
unnecessary costs for transporting all these pupils from Eastern Passage.

Mr. Perry replied that the Schiool Beard rccommenced this location because Cole
Harbour was more centrally located and eventually students would have to be brought in
also from Preston area since Grahan Creighton School is now overcrowded and it was felt
it would be better to have one large central Junior iligh School and if the school was
built in Lastern Passage then another Junior liigh School would have to be built cventually,

Councillor Street said it secrmed a little irrational not placing a school where 50%
of the pupils arc located and he believed that the Doard had nade a gross error in selecting
the Cole liarbour site,

Hr. Perry said that pupils were now having to be transported from Eastern Passage to
the Graham Creighton iligh School and this would tie in with the Junior High School trans-
portation from Eastern Passage also. lie said that it had been the Board's policy to intergrate
the schools and if two schools were necessary it might put the Board in the position of
having separate junior high schocls,

It was woved by Councillor Tonks, seconded by Councillor Street:

"THAT the lunicipal School Board be asked to reconsider the

proposed site for a Junior lligh School at Cole ifarbour particularly
where this is a suitable site for this school at Zlkins Barracks and
where over 50% of the children come from the Eastern Passage area',
(totion carried).

In reply to Councillor P, Baker, !ir, Bensted said that the land at Cole Ilarbour had
been purchased and the purchase price was around $28,000,00, :

Councillor Tonks was not concerned as to whether the school would be ideally located.
He was concerned as to how much it was going to cost and did not think the Board even
considered what it would cost when it decided on the location.
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Councillor Cactz felt that a more centrally located school would effect greater
savings in years to come. lic pointed out that the school cnrollrments were increasing in
both the Preston and Eastern Passage districts. '

Deputy Varden Hicholson said that the school Board had control over the location
anyway so e did not see the point of the motion,

The Warden called for a vote on the motion. (ilotion carried),

It was moved by Councillor iiussey, seconded by Councillor P, Baker:

"THAT the “cpartngnt of Lducation be asked to study the

possibility of increasing the school year to tirelve (12)

rmonths 1nsttad of the present tem (10) months and repert

to this Council', (lotion carried).

‘re Perxy felt that this was sometiing which came under the Department of lducation

because thiey laid down the length of the school year., lle added that there nay be consider-
able difficulties with a 12 month systen in that many Zamilies plan for summer vacations
but that he would like to sce the sugrestion studied.

In a standing vote, the motion was carried,

In reply to Councillor Gactz, Deputy larden Nichelson said that the School Capital
D !

Progran Coimdttee would continue progress on the school plans with the projected date of
opening aid veanvwhille the qucstio“ of the addition would Le studied,

The Clerk read thie Report of tie Sciiool Capital Program Comnittee,
It was noved by Councillor Street, seconded by Councillor butler:

"THAT the Report of the School Capital Progranm
Cormittee be adopted, (ilotion carried).

Councillor Strect said that five minutes ago it was stated that the Cole iiarbour site

had been purchiased, nou this Report says the site was being obtained. lie also wanted
to Knov wien tliey planned to begin laying the footings for this school?

Mr. Bensted replied that 7/8 of the property had been acquired and the deed for the
balance of the property had been received this morning and that the building would be
started as soon as the Architects nad finished their plans and submitted them to the
Department of Lducation for approval so that tenders could be called,

Councillor Street suggested that land for school purposes should be acquired by means
of option so that the County would not have to pay the interest on the purchase price for
six or cight months while the property was not being used.

Deputy Warden Nicholson said that this has never been the practice but he believed
it is an idea worth considering.

Solicitor Cox said there was no reason why the County could not operate on an option
basis so long as a suitable agrecment could be made with the land owner.

Councillor iiudson said she understood it had not been the practice to call subcontract

for the installation of gym equipment and that tenders had not yet becen called for gynm
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equipment for the Five Island Lake School.

Mr. Hattie said that they call for separatc tenders for gym equipment ordinarily
because it does not cost as nuch as if it were included in the original contract.

The Varden called for a vote on the motion. (lMotion carried).

Councillor Street cxpressed serious concern over mounting welfare costs and pointed
out that in some districts in particular where the per capita cost was highest there should
be stricter control by the Welfare Department and that Councillors should not encourage
persons to apply for welfare unless it was absolutely necessary. lie said that a ceiling
had been placed on welfare payments but despite that, for the first three months of this
year the figure was $§177,000,00.

Councillor P, baker said that this County has a Department of lielfare set up with a
professional Director and assistant and a program set up for them to carry out, He pointed
out that Councillors have very little influencé over how the welfare is administered and the
Welfare Committec has very little control also because this is done by the specialists in the
Welfare Department through the program which they are given to carry out.

Councillor Tonks felt that the Welfare Committee could do something about the high
cost of welfare by issuing vouchers for food and other necessities instead of issuing cheques
to the recipient which were often misused, lie did not feel that the district figures were
accurate because in nhis district welfare families werec moved in soiie cases rfor lack of
accomodation in the district wiere they came from, tHe felt this County should give consider-
ation to Newfoundland Premier Smallwood's policy that welfare people be given work to do and
if they rcfused,to take them off the welfare rolls. ile said that in his district they had
difficulty getting the ditches cleaned out and such projects could be carried out by
welfare recipients,

Councillor Daye agreed that welfare payments were getting out of all bounds and that
the whole program should be studied from Hunicipal, Provincial, and Federal points of view
as he advocated thrce or four years ago. liec said that there were attitudes throughout the
County that some people were saying "why should I go to work every day when another fellow
down the road can loaf around and get just as much as I do?", He felt that the people should
accept employment for the County where it was available in return for welfare,

It was moved by Councillor P, Baker, scconded by Councillor liussey:
"THAT Council adjourn until 2:00 p.m,, at which

tine the Director of lielfare be asked to be present",
(Hotion carried),
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AFTERNOON SESSION

The afternoon’ session of Council convened at 2:00 p.m., with Warden Settle presiding.

Councillor Jonnson expresscd concern regarding the mounting costs of welfare but
pointed out that much of it was duec to seasonal employment, iie did not agrce to welfare
being paid on a voucher basis because he felt it was very embarrassing to people who through
no fault of their own had to rely on welfarc. He suggested that perhaps the welfare workers
could look a little closer at applications for welfare,

Councillor P, Baker said that we hear all the time about lazy peoplc abusing welfare
and expects that this is true,’ but the Provincial Govemnuent quoted that according to their

figures it was not morc than 5% and that one could expect that there will always be a certain

element that would have to be watched. He asked ir, Cleary, Director of iielfare, whether

he would assist any Councillors who wished to give nanes of people in their district who were

abusing welfare and 1f so what action would be taken, if any.
. |
Mr, Cleary said he would be happy to get such information from any Councillors so that
it could be investigated and those responsible could be prosecuted,

It was moved by Councillor Tonks:

"THAT this Council cut off all welfarc costs on the part of
the Hunicipality at the time when welfarc expenditures have
reached the point wherc the Department of Welfare of the
Province of Hova Scotia cuts off the sharing of welfare
costs for the ilunicipality of the County of lialifax",

(No seconder),

In reply to Councillor Tonks, Ir. Cleary said that if a person is temporarily un-
employed and would need his car to transport him to work when he gets back to work they do
not require him to get rid of his car, and that in cases where there is illness in a home
and an emergency can be anticipated, that phone scrvice is considered essential., lie said
that the Provincial Government has approved the projected welfare budget for 196S but have
not decided as yet how wuch of the expense it will share for Ocean View,

Councillor Bell said that being realistic, with the cost of living increasing, it can
be expected that welfare costs would also rise. e said he knew of three cases where nen
had deserted their families in the last month and felt there should be some way the County
could recover from these men who went to work in Ontario and refused to maintain their
families.,

Mr. Cleary said that the abuses of welfare are very small and where it is suspected it
is investigated and prosccuted but they can base their investigations only on the information
they receive and sonme people do give falsc information and they do not find out about it
till later. ile said that the cost of welfare in January was $37,810.16, that the scales
were not reduceud but the uetined of issuing the assistance was changed,

Councillor Street felt that if there was going to be an anticipated increase over the
budgeted amount the Council should know about it very soon so that appropriatc action could
be taken and the amount shared, With regard to housing costing more in some -arcas, he said
that in Terence Bay where the per capita cost of welfare was highest he was surc the housing
costs therc were not as high as in the more urban districts,
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Councillor P. baker said he would like to advise Council that Terence Bay is only
one of the 10 communities in district 10 and that it is not one of the higher per capita
welfare cost areas although other communities in his district were higher but it was unfair
and entirely wrong to say that Terence Bay was the highest welfare cost community. He asked
that Mr, Cleary prepare a breakdown by school section in his district for the next Council
session. "

Mr. Cleary agreed to make available a nonthly breakdown of anticipated costs of welfare
for the next monthly session as requested by Councillor Street,

Councillor Bell said he would like to know who is getting welfare in his district
so that he could be of some help to the Director,

" Hr. Cleary said he could get that information by coming into his office and going
over the lists.

Councillor Daye expressed concern about high costs of welfare to the County because
e knew of a nuuber of cases where it was being abused, lle said that when welfare provided
food, shelter, clothing, ligats, phone, etc,, it did not encourage people to go out and work
and if a couple of crushers were put in the Lastern Shore it would give these people sone-
thing to do in return for the welfare they are receiving,

tr. Cleary said that the group of people in this classification is so small that it
would not have any overall afiect on welfare, that those men on welfare who are able bodied
are mostly lacking in skill and ecducation in sufficient aiount to obtain employment. ke
said that under tihe Canada Assistance Act there are nore people able to get assistance,

Councillor lricCabe said he had occasion to refer many cases to the iWelfare Departrent
and always found then most co-operative,

Councillor P. Baker pointed out that lir, Cleary has invited Councillors to give any
information re abuse of welfare payments and hopes that Councillors will take advantage of
it. He asked whether Councillor Daye felt that welfare people who shopped at his store were
not deserving of welfare. He wondered how many of the Councillors had visited the hones of
the deserving cases where children had no shoes to wear and empty guts but who are too proud
to apply for welfarc themselves. iie did not think it fair for the deserving and the depressed
to be accused on this Council floor of the wrong of the few., Ile said that the welfare
expenced would be justified if-only 75% of it went to deserving cases, lic thought it
ridiculous to spend tihousands of dollars for a professional Welfare Dircctor, his assistant,
staff and provide them with a program and then for Councillors to '"set themsclves up here as
social workers". iie reminded Council that this County lost one excellent director two years
ago by just such irresponsible insinuations,

Councillor liussey had a word of appreciation for ir, Cleary and the work that he and
his staff are doing,

It was moved by Councillor iiussey, scconded by Councillor P, Baker:

"THAT if any Councillor sees any evidence of any malpractice

in adwinistration of welfare or any deserving case, that that

Councillor take the matter up privately with the Director of
. Welfare", (botion carried).

Councillor P, Baker asked that ir, Cleary make available to the Welfare Committee the
names of persons advised by Councillors of abusing Welfare and the action to be taken.
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The Warden called for a vote on the motion., (ilotion carried).

Councillor Tonks asked whether welfare people could be used to carry out labour projec
]
Mr, Cleary said that there is such a provision in the Welfare Act, and read it to
Council,

It was moved by Councillor Tonks:

"IHAT this Council ask the Province of Nova Scotia to adopt that
part of the Canada Assistance Act whercby there will be instituted
an approved work activity program". (No seconder).

‘

Solicitor Cox said that at the present time the agreement is betwcen the Federal and
Provincial Governments and the regulations provided by the province state that work for the
“Municipality cannot be a condition upon which welfare is received,

Councillor Johinson said he understocd that Canada Manpower is doing considerable work
retraining people of unskilled class and this should bring some reduction in the need for

welfare in future.

Councillor Street asked Mr, Cleary to give Council the budgeted figure for the month
of April or blay for the next session,

The Clerk read the Report of the Welfare Comuittee,
It was moved by Councillor P, Baker, seconded by Councillor Snair:

"THAT the Report of the VWelfare Committec be adopted",
(ilotion carried).,

Councillor Tonks observed that this Report is exactly opposite to the City of Sydney's
request and he felt this Council sioculd support the recommendatian,

In a standing vote of 14 - 0, the motion was carried.

Solicitor Cox reported that he had appeared before the Private and Local Bills
Committece as per Council's instruction regaxding tie City of lialifax Bill re Tax Rates if
the proposcd annexation were approved. lie said that there were a number of anendments to
the Bill before it was passed by the Committec and by the licuse and would not become final
until approved by the Governor in Council, He gave a brief outline of the threc alternatives
. contained in the Bill,

Counciller Allen congratulated Solicitor Cox on the work he had done on the County's
behalf in this connection,

Councilior P, Baker said that there was a petition circulated and submitted calling
for a plebiscite and a representation nade by this Council requesting a plebiscite and asked,
in spite of this '"do we sit back and assune that amnexation is a foregone conclusion',

Solicitor Cox said that the bills limited to an order which the Board of Public
Utilities may approve or not and it only becones law when it is passed by the Governor in
Council, ile believed that there was no presumption on the part of the liouse that annexation
would take place necessarily,
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It was noved by Councillor Allen, scconded by Councillor Bell:

"THAT this April Session of Council adjourn',
(Motion carried),
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