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COUNCIL SESSION 
FEBRUARY 3, 1981 

PRESENT WERE: Councillor Walker 
Councillor Poirier 
Councillor Baker 
Deputy Warden Deveaux 
Councillor Stewart 
Councillor Topple 
Councillor Adams 
Councillor Gaetz 
Councillor Smith 

Councillor MacKenzie 
Councillor Mccabe 
Councillor Benjamin 
Councillor Margeson 
Councillor MacKay 
Councillor Eisenhauer 
Councillor MacDonald 
Councillor Wiseman 
Warden Lawrence 

SECRETARY: Sherryll Hussey 

Warden Lawrence called Council to order with the Lord's Prayer at 2:05 
and the Session adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Mr. Kelly then called the roll. 
It was moved by Councillor Wiseman, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 

"THAT Sherryll Hussey be appointed the Recording Secretary." 
Motion Carried. 

Warden Lawrence then welcomed the large gallery present at Council. 
She introduced the Armview District Boy Scouts, Timherlea. She 
indicated that this visit was for a badge qualification. 
Warden Lawrence indicated that Exchange Students presently visiting the 
C.P. Allen School were expected to attend this Session, however, they 
had not arrived as of yet. 

Warden Lawrence indicated that the County Centennial Celebrations were 
continuing with a presentation from Gordon Bell Senior High School. 
She requested Mr. Carrigan to introduce the presentation. 
Mr. Carrigan indicated that this would be the last of a series of 
presentations celebrating the Centennial year of the County. Mr. 
Carrigan pointed out the students of Gordon Bell Senior High School and 
indicated Mrs. Terri MacKinnion. 
Mr. Carrigan indicated that the presentation would be given via 
audio-visual equipment. He requested a few minutes after the 
presentation to remove the equipment. 
The presentation was a four part presentation. The first'area was a 
survey of both parents and students on the education system. The 
second area dealt with the development of education in the area,
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particularly schools. The third area dealt with a picture display of the development of education in the area. The forth area was an interview with two teachers in the area Mrs. Evans, Ross Road and Mrs. Bailey, Oceanview. The interview dealt primarily in the changes to the education system over the years. 
The conclusion of the various aspects considered in this presentation indicated that there was a positive attitude toward education in this area. 

Councillor Margeson indicated that he felt that the presentation had been enlightening. Warden Lawrence indicated that one factor depicted the changes occuring over the past 100 years. This factor was the use 
of the audio-visual equipment to present this project. 
Mr. Carrigan indicated that this program would be shown on the local Dartmouth T.V. in the future. 

Warden Lawrence thanked Mr. Carrigan and Mr. Gillis for their cooperation in bringing the various presentations to Council. She also extended her appreciation and that of Council to the teachers and students of Gordon Bell Senior High School for the presentation. 
The Council then broke for five minutes. 
The next matter to be dealt with was the discussion with the representative of the Nova Scotia Power Corporation, Mr. Gerald Edsell, Manager of the Customer Services of N.S.P.C. 
Councillor Margeson welcomed Mr. Edsell to Council. He then proceeded 
to question Mr. Edsell with regards to the cost of street lighting in the County. Mr. Edsell indicated that it cost approximately $&0,000 per month, $480,000 per year. 
Councillor Margeson indicated that his concern was the fact that the County was possibily paying for street lighting service they were not receiving. He indicated that he estimated 10% of the lights in the County were not operable. Mr. Edsell indicated that he was surprised 
at this percentage. He stated that the present policy concerning the repair and maintenance of street lights provided for the automatic replacement of burnt out bulbs, but the repair of damaged lights required a letter from the Municipality giving permission for the repair. Councillor Margeson questioned as to means of streamlining this procedure. Hr. Edsell suggested that a phone call giving permission would serve this purpose. 
Councillor Margeson then questioned Mr. Edsell on programs offered by the N.S.P.C. in an attempt to decrease the amount of vandalism occuring to street lights. Mr. Edsell indicated that no such program existed. 
He stated that he felt it was a good idea to keep discussion on vandalism low key in order that new ideas are not_implanted in those committing acts of vandalism. “
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Councillor Margeson then questioned Mr. Edsell with regards to the more 
extensive use of amber lights on intersections. Mr. Edsell stated that 
this was a possibility. 
Councillor MacDonald indicated that a number of lights in his district 
had been out for quite some time. He indicated that these lights had 
been reported on a number of occasions. 
Councillor Eisenhauer indicated that he felt part of the problem was 
the fact that the general public had difficulty in identifying the 
light. 

Councillor MacDonald asked Mr. Edsell if the N.S.P.C. prosecuted 
vandals when they were caught doing damage to lights. Mr. Edsell 
indicated that he felt the company would be willing to do so if such a 
case should arise. 

Council voiced a number of other concerns ranging from the lack of 
street lights in trailer parks and the inability to have them placed 
there, to not knowing that extra costs were involved with the repair of 
damaged lights at the time it was decided to have street lights 
installed. Mr. Edsell indicated that he did not know why street lights 
could not be installed in trailer parks and that the lack of knowledge 
as to policy had been an oversight on the part of the representative 
at the Public Meeting held to discuss the possible installation of 
street lights in the district involved. Council agreed that the 
procedure should be streamlined and it was suggested that the 
replacement and repair of street lights be carried out on an automatic 
basis as well as a monthly check of street lights in the County. 
Council requested that Mr. Edsell check out some of the problems 
expressed by various Councillors. Firstly, why street lights are not 
installed in trailer parks, secondly the possiblity of carrying out a 
survey of street lights in the County, the possibility of making the 
identification of poles easier. 
Mr. Edsell indicated that an attempt would be made to streamline the 
procedure with the Bedford office and that the results of this attempt 
would be forwarded to Mr. Dave Ardley. 
It was moved by Councillor Benjamin, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 

"THAT the issue of the automatic replacement and repair of 
streets lights be referred to the Policy Committee for study and 
report back to Council." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Halker, seconded by Deputy Warden Deveaux: 
"THAT the correspondence be received." 
Motion Carried. ' --
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The first item of correspondence dealt with the Reed Career Service. The letter indicated the complaint orginating with the County had been forwarded to the Advertising Standards Council. 
The next piece of correspondence dealt with a proposal brought forward 
in an attempt to avoid problems between School Boards and their funding Councils in 1981. It was noted that this proposal was advanced as an interim measure only, pending implementation of any recommendations which may be forthcoming from the report of the Minister's Education 
Finance Commission. This letter was received from the UNSM. 
The next piece of correspondence dealt with the upcoming Census that is 
to be undertaken beginning June 3, 1981. This letter received from the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Jack Maclsaac urges the County to encourage its residents to cooperate in this undertaking. 
The next letter was received from K.A. Ross, Regional Director, Save 
the Children Fund. Mr. Ross is requesting that two or three well known persons be recommended for possible leadership positions to the about 
to be formed metro Committee for the The Canadian Save the Children 
Fund - CANSAVE. 
The next piece of correspondence was from Wayne Mercer, Forest Hills with regards to the Poplar Drive Walkway decision. 
Councillor Stewart voiced the opinion that he felt that it was unfair 
to not allow a public hearing to be held on this matter. He indicated 
that he felt the previous motions concerning this matter should be rescinded. 
It was moved by Councillor Stewart, seconded by Councillor Adams: 

"THAT the previous motions concerning the closure of the Poplar Drive Walkway be rescinded." 
Motion Carried. 

There was discussion on the legality of holding a public hearing on 
this matter. Mr. Cragg indicated that this was primarily for input 
from the community and therefore could be classed as a public meeting. 
There was also discussion on the cost of the advertising of the public hearing and who would bear the cost. Warden Lawrence indicated that 
such a public meeting would require public notice and not necessarily advertisement in a paper. Deputy Warden Deveaux questioned Mr. Cragg 
as to whether or not this situation had to come under the Planning Act Regulations. Mr. Cragg opinioned that as this was merely a way of 
receiving public input this would not necessarily hold true. 
There was lenghty discussion on whether or not a decision should be 
made at this public hearing. Mr. Cragg indicated that a decision did 
not necessarily have to be made. 
It was moved by Councillor Stewart, seconded by Council1or'Gaetz: 

"THAT a public hearing be held to consider the closure of the
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Poplar Drive Walkway and further that a decision be made at that time." 
Motion Carried. 

It was agreed that this public hearing would be held on March 1?, 1981 at ?:00 p.m. 

It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor MacDonald: 
"THAT the Management Committee report be received." 
Motion Carried. 

The first item to be dealt with concerned Legal Advice for the MDP process. 
It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Mackay: 

"THAT the Municipality retain Solicitor Bruce Preeper for the 
purpose of providing legal advise for the Municipal Development Process." 
Motion Deferred. 

There was discussion as to the cost to the Municipality and also Mr. Cragg's position on this matter. Mr. Cragg indicated that he had been consulted on this matter and felt that it would be an excellent idea as 
he was unavailable much of the time through out the day to deal with matters of concern to the MD? process. 
Council voiced some concern over the cost of the Municipal Development Plan on the whole. 
It was moved by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 

"THAT this matter be deferred until such time as the cost figures 
for the total MDP process are available from 1979 to present." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Margeson, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 
"THAT Council break for supper at the appropriate time." 
Motion Carried. 

There was some discussion on Mr. Cragg acting as Solicitor to the MDP process in the interim. 
It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 

"THAT Mr. Cragg act as solicitor to the MDP process until such a 
time as a decision has been reached with regards to the employing 
of additional legal services." 
Motion Carried.
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Councillor Stewart expressed the hope that the collection of the information requested would not take a long period of time. 
The next item to be dealt with was the Leslie Thomas Playing Field. This matter is an information item. 

Councillor Walker indicated that he had brought this matter to Council's attention originally. He stated that the liability for the County was the question which was of concern to him. 
There was lengthy discussion on this matter with many of the Councillors voicing the opinion that they felt that the liability of the contractor and the architect should be investigated. Mr. Cragg indicated that he had investigated the matter fully and felt that the contractor nor the architect were liable as the contract had been fulfilled as per the specifications approved by the Council. 
There was also some discussion on the Management Committee's authority 
in dealing with this matter without Council's knowledge and final approval. Mr. Meech indicated that as there had been a surplus in the amount budgeted and this situation was related to the construction of the Leslie Thomas Playing Field he felt that the Management Committee had acted within their authority. 
It was moved by Councillor Benjamin: 

"THAT this matter be deferred until such time as the Solicitor 
had investigated the matter and forwarded his written opinion to Council." 
Motion Withdrawn. 

It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor MacDonald: 
"THAT the Supplementary report of the Management Committee be received." 
Motion Carried. 

Mr. Meech indicated that the general salary increases had been discussed at the last Council Session. This matter had been referred 
to the Management Committee to study and discuss the alternate proposal brought forward by Councillor Lichter. Mr. Meech indicated that the Management Committee had reaffirmed their recommendation with regards 
to salary increases at 9.7%. 
It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 

"THAT Council approve the original proposal of the Management Committee." 
Motion Defeated. 

There was lenghty discussion on this matter. Councillor Margeson voiced some concern over the fact that the general salary increase for non-union members was being settled before the union contract was
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negotiated. He also indicated that a number of unions accepted a 
percentage plus an over the table sum and suggested that this method be 
considered. 
It was moved by Councillor Margeson, seconded by Councillor Smith: 

"THAT this matter be deferred until the union contract has been 
negotiated." 
Motion Defeated. 

Councillor Lichter advised the Council that only five members had been 
present at the Management Committee at the time this recommendation had 
been made. He indicated that his proposal involved only a small 
increase over the proposal brought forward by the Management 
Committee. He also voiced the opinion that this would not cause a 
great diminishing of the gap between the upper salary level staff and 
the lower level staff as this proposal was for one year only. 
Councillor Lichter indicated that he felt that the sliding proposal was 
only fair to the lower salary level staff and indicated that 
reimbursement has to be made to ensure that staff were willing to do a 
good job. 

Councillor MacKay indicated that Mr. Wilson was present to comment on 
this matter. Mr. Wilson indicated that a number of considerations had 
been explored in developing the proposal brought forward by the 
Management Committee. He indicated that the union agreement and the 
reaction of the taxpayer had been two of these considerations. 
Councillor Stewart indicated that he felt that an increase for the 
lower level staff should be determined by merit rather than by a cost 
of living increase. 

Councillor Wiseman opinioned that there was some confusion as to the 
type of salary increase being discussed. She stated that she was of 
the impression that this was a general salary increase related to the 
cost of living but other considerations had been made in reaching the 
original proposal. 
Mr. Wilson agreed with this interpretation. 
A number of the Councillors voiced support of the Lichter proposal. 
It was moved by Councillor Lichter, seconded by Councillor Mccabe: 

"THAT Council improve a general salary increase of a sliding 
scale of between 8-122 for all non-union employees of the 
Municipality of the County of Halifax." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Stewart, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 
"THAT the motion be amended to read: "THAT Counci1'approve a 
general salary increase of a sliding scale of between 3-11 
percent for all non-union employees of the Municipality of the
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County of Halifax." 
Motion Lost. 

Councillor Benjanin indicated that he was concerned by the increase in 
salaries among the upper level staff members. Harden Lawrence 
indicated that this was not the issue being discussed and might be better discussed under New Business. 
It was moved by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor MacKenzie: 

"THAT the report of the Planning Advisory Committee be received." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Stewart, seconded by Councillor MacKay: 
"THAT Rezoning Application #24-80 - Request to rezone the Western 
Portion of Lot H1-1, Lands of the Estate of Robert Turner located 
on the Cole Harbour Road, Cole Harbour, District F." 
Motion Defeated. 

There was lengthy discussion on this matter with a number of the 
Councillors voicing opposition to holding a public hearing on this 
matter. Both Councillor Stewart and Councillor Topple indicated that 
they felt this to be a waste of time an money as the comments of the 
Planning Department and the residents of the community were definitely 
in opposition of this rezoning. 
Councillor MacKay pointed out that a public hearing was to be held on 
the Poplar Drive Walkway and therefore fair play required that a 
hearing be held on this matter. Councillor Lichter voiced his support 
of this sentiment. 
It was moved by Councillor Gaetz, seconded by Councillor Smith: 

"THAT a public hearing be held on Rezoning Application #24-80 - 
Request to rezone the Western Portion of Lot HL-1, Lands of the 
Estate of Robert Turner located on the Cole Harbour Road, Cole 
Harbour, Halifax County, District 7 on April 7, 1981." 
Motion Defeated. 

It was moved by Councillor Lichter, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 
"THAT a public hearing be held on Rezoning Application #24-80 - 
Request to rezone the Western Portion of Lot HL-1, Lands of the 
Estate of Robert Turner located on the Cole Harbour Road, Halifax 
County, District ? on March 16, 1981." ' 

Motion Carried. 
The next item on the PAC report dealt with the Planning Act Review 
Committee Interim Report. The deadline date for submission to the PARC 
has been extended until February 27, 1981. 

It was moved by Councillor Topple, seconded by Councillor MacKenzie:
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"THAT the Supplementary report of the Planning Advisory Committee 
be received." 
Motion Carried. 

The first item dealt with was the Planning Act Review Committee Recommendations. 
It was moved by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 

"THAT Council reaffirm with the Planning Act Review Committee it's previous position with respect to the matter of injurious affection." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Lichter, seconded by Councillor Topple: 
"THAT Council request the Minister of Municipal Affairs to meet 
with a County delegation to discuss allowing restricted 
development on private roads in a manner which would not require 
future take over of those roads by the Department of Transportation." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor MacKenzie, seconded by Councillor Eisenhauer: 
"THAT Councillor L. Wiseman of Sackville be appointed to 
represent the Municipality at an upcoming Seminar on the Main 
Street Program scheduled for Bridgewater on February 23-25, 1981." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Topple, seconded by Councillor Adams: 
"THAT the motion concerning the addition to the Humber Park 
School be rescinded." 
Motion Carried. 

Councillor Topple advised the Council that the report which had come to Council had been misleading. He indicated that Mr. Hanrahan who 
supposedly prepared this report knew nothing about this report coming 
to Council. He also indicated that a public meeting was to be held on this matter. 
Council supported Councillor Topple's motion indicating that they were dismayed by the fact that no public input had been requested on this 
matter. 
It was agreed that Financing of School Construction - Deputy Warden Deveaux would be deferred to the next session. 
Councillor MacDonald spoke on the lack of consistency in inspections by the Atlantic Health Unit Inspectors he had experienced.
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It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Hiseman: 
"THAT a letter be written to the Atlantic Health Unit expressing 
the concern of Council over the lack of consistency in inspections being carried out by the Atlantic Health Unit." Motion Carried. 

Councillor Benjamin indicated that this might simply be a case of an oversight, but that negligence could not be overlooked. 
Councillor MacKay expressed concern over the delay in reaching an agreement with regards to the Sidney Stephen School with regards to facilities for the TMR students. He indicated that he wished more speedy action on this matter. 
warden Lawrence indicated that this matter was to be discussed at the Policy Committee on February 6, 1981. 

. It was moved by Councillor Margeson, seconded by Councillor MacKay: 

I 

"THAT if the delay in action on this matter should exceed 21 days 
- that the Municipality investigate the possiblity of alternative housing for the TMR students." 

Motion Carried. 
Councillor Margeson spoke on the Energy Save Program stating that he was interested in knowing the progress being made with regards to the Municipal Building and other large buildings owned by the Municipality. 
It was moved by Councillor Margeson, seconded by Councillor Adams: 

"THAT the following information be obtained to present to Council 
at the next Session: 1) a comparison of kilowatt hours used over 
the past three years, 2) a comparison of gallons of oil used over 
the past three years, 3) an update report on the progress of the Energy Save Program with regards to the County Building and large buildings owned by the County." 
Motion Carried. 

Councillor MacKenzie introduced the matter of the branch library opening in Sheet Harbour. He outlined the people present at the opening. He indicated that the library was in operation and that the response had been positive. 
Councillor Topple requested that the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities paper on the Constitutional reform be placed on the agenda for the next session. He indicated that some sections of the paper caused him concern and he questioned as to whether or not the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities agreed with the views of FCM. 
It was moved by Councillor Benjamin, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 

"THAT the Solicitor receive an adjustment to his retainer of not 
less than 8 percent." 
Motion Carried.

lo
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Councillor MacKay indicated some concern over this stating that the 
Solicitor negotiated a contract with the Municipality on a yearly basis. Mr. Cragg indicated that he had not negotiated a contract in 
the past two years. 
Councillor Adams introduced the matter of the meeting dealing with the 
trichinosis problem in his area. He indicated that this was merely an 
information item. 

It was moved by Councillor Adams, seconded by Councillor Topple: 
"THAT Council invite the East Coast Pest Control Company to 
attend Council to discuss a proposal they have developed for the 
control of the rodent problem in the County." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved Councillor Lichter, seconded by Councillor Smith: 
"THAT the matter of compensation to the Middle Musquodoboit 
Hospital be referred to the Management Committee." 
Motion Carried. 

Councillor MacKay requested that possible changes to the sewer legislation be placed on the agenda for the next session. 
Mr. Kelly indicated that this matter is to be discussed at the Policy Committee and a report will be forwarded to Council. 
Mr. Birch indicated that the financial information requested with 
regards to the cost of the MD? process from 1979 to present was 
available. 
It was agreed that this matter be dealt with at this time. 
Mr. Birch outlined the expenditures, proposed budgets and actual budgets for the years 1979, 80, and 81. 

There was lengthy discussion on this matter with some disagreement as 
to whether or not this matter should be decided upon. Many of the 
Councillors voiced the opinion that it would be unfair to Councillor 
Walker, who had to leave, to deal with this matter. It was pointed out 
that the information had been made available and the situation was of 
some urgency. 
It was moved by Councillor Topple, seconded by Councillor Adams: 

"THAT the previous motion be rescinded and that this matter be 
dealt with at this session." 
Motion Defeated. 

It was moved by Councillor Wiseman, seconded by Councillor MacKay: 
"THAT Mr. Birch be given permission to retain temporary legal 
advice to assist until a decision is made by Council on the
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condition that Mr. Cragg is not available.“ 
Motion Lost. 

It was noted that a two week delay would not cause the MDP to be delayed irrevocably. 
Warden Lawrence then gave an update on the Metro Transit situation. She indicated that three of the seven points of the City of Halifax had been considered by MTC. She also indicated that a motion had been passed for Halifax to transfer the assets of Halifax Transit to Metro Transit. She also stated that the MTG was hoping for a March 1 start 
up date for Metro Transit. 
It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Smith: 

"THAT the December 16, 1981 
Session be approved." 
Motion Carried. 

Council Session minutes, regular 

Warden Lawrence then introduced the matter of Bowl for Millions. She indicated that she had forwarded a challenge to the Cities of Halifax and Dartmouth and requested volunteers for this endeavor. 
Councillors MacKenzie, Benjamin, Lichter, Baker, Smith and Deputy warden Deveaux volunteered to Bowl for Millions. 
Councillor Baker requested that the cost of the ‘Road from Penant to Terrance Bay’ be placed on the agenda for the next session. 
Councillor Adams asked for an update with regards to the posting of 
signs to advertise the changes to the Anti-Dumping By-Law. 
It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer: 

"THAT Council adjourn." 
Motion Carried.
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COUNCIL SESSION 
FEBRUARY 17, 1981 

PRESENT WERE: warden Lawrence 
Councillor Baker 
Deputy Warden Deveaux 
Councillor Adams 
Councillor Smith 
Councillor Mccabe 
Councillor Benjamin 
Councillor MacKay 
Councillor MacDonald 

Councillor Poirier 
Councillor Stewart 
Councillor Topple 
Councillor Gaetz 
Councillor MacKenzie 
Councillor Lichter 
Councillor Margeson 
Councillor Eisenhauer 

SECRETARY: Sherryll Hussey 
.---—_____———————————.-._...______———————.—.--_-—-———————————_——.——-an-.--.-o-——:_————————— 

Warden Lawrence called the Council Session to order with the Lord's 
Prayer at 2:00 p.m. and the Session adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Mr. Kelly then called the roll. 

It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Mccabe: 
"THAT Sherryll Hussey be appointed Recording Secretary." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Gaetz: 
"THAT the Minutes of the Janauary 6, 1981 Council Session be 
approved as amended." 
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor MacDonald: 
"THAT the Letters and Correspondence be received." 
Motion Carried. 

Mr. Meech then outlined the correspondence. The first item dealt with 
a response from the Advertising Standards Council with regards to the 
Reed Career Service. The letter indicated that they had sent this matter to their National Office. 
The next item of correspondence dealt with the matter of the concern 
expressed by Council with regards to the damage and danger bears have 
been causing in some areas of the County. The response indicated that 
as bears were a part of nature and if nature was to be kept up with in 
the Maritimes the people of the Maritimes must accept these 
inconveniences. 
The next item dealt with a response from Superintendent Bungay, RCMP 
with regard to the concern voiced by Council concerning Heagher's Grant
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and Stewiacke area patrols. 
Councillor Benjamin asked if the relocation of the Bedford detachment would in any way relieve the situation. Warden Lawrence indicated that she was of the understanding that these officers were needed in the Sackville area. Councillor MacDonald stated that the detachment was to 
be housed in Sackville by April. 
Councillor Margeson introduced the matter of the motion passed at Cole Harbour with respect to members of the judiciary meeting with Council to discuss crime prevention. 
It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Margeson: 

"THAT the motion passed in Cole Harbour with regards to the prevention of crime be referred to the Policy Committee." Motion Carried. 
At this time Solicitor Cragg gave an update report on the status of the By-Law Enforcement Officer's authority in the County. He indicated that in conversation with the RCMP he had been assured that in future 
the RCMP will provide back up to the By-Law Enforcement Officer. 
Councillor MacKay voiced his pleasure over this matter stating that he felt that there had been some misconceptions as to the authority of the By-Law Enforcement Officer. He indicated that the By-Law Enforcement Officer's only authority involved the processing of civil matters and not either ticketing or arresting. He stated that this back up would add to the success of the By-Law Enforcement Officer in carrying out his duties. 
It was moved by Councillor Gaetz, seconded by Councillor MacDonald: 

"THAT the Supplementary Correspondence be received." 
Motion Carried. 

The next item dealt with a letter from the Town of Bedford which requested a meeting regarding the C.P. Allen School with a possible date of February 23, 1981 day meeting. 
It was moved by Councillor MacKenzie, seconded by Councillor Benjamin: 

"THAT a response to this letter be deferred until such time as the Policy Committee report regarding this matter is brought to Council." 
Motion Carried. 

The next item of correspondence dealt with the matter of an extension 
of the demonstration project with regards to Transit in Sackville. The letter indicated that should Transit begin operation before the termination of this project the Minister would look favorably on this request. " 
warden Lawrence indicated that Metro Transit was gearing up for a March 
1, 1981 commencement.
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The next item was a letter from Superintendent affirming the back up support to be given to the By—Law Enforcement Officer. 
Councillor Margeson expressed some concern as to the reply with regards 
to the bear problem. 
It was moved by Councillor Margeson, seconded by Councillor Baker: 

"THAT Department of Lands and Forests be requested to carry out a survey of the number of bears in the areas experiencing problems, with particular attention to the area from Lake Echo to Musquodoboit Harbour, and further that if the quota for these areas seems to be above the normal that the bears be relocated." Motion Carried. 
There was slight discussion on this matter with a number of Councillors stating various opinions. It was noted that bear problems seem to be more apparent at certain times of the year. It was also noted that perhaps Council should reaffirm its original position rather than this 
as the increased population of bears could become a hazard to humans. 
The next matter to be dealt with was the Reports of the Department Heads to 

Mr. Mason, Director of Social Services was the first to give his report. He indicated that the general assistance paid out for the month of January showed that both the caseload and expenditures were up for the month of January. He stated that this was not a true reading however as this included supplement ary assistance for the month of February 1981. 
Mr. Mason indicated that four staff members had joined the Social Services department as a result of the Provincial Employment Program. 
Mr. Mason extended his thanks to Mr. Markesino for his coordination of this program. 
There was discussion on the possibility of receiving a second opinion 
on cases who have claimed disability. 
There was also discussion on standards of housing due to the unfortunate occurence of the previous week involving a fanily on Social Assistance. 
Mr. Mason voiced his concern with regards to housing. He indicated that he had requested his staff to inform the appropriate departments 
if they felt housing to be sub-standard. 
It was moved by Councillor MacKenzie, seconded by Councillor Adams: 

"THAT a policy be developed with regards to minimum standards of housing for clients of the Social Services Department receiving Social Assistance.“ ' “ 
Motion Carried.
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