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Councillor Poirier advised that National Drug and Chemical Company was
an exceptionally good Corporate Citizen in District No. 2 and that they
were not requesting anything ureasonable; they were only looking at the
overall picture, whereby they have paid $60,000 more in taxes due to
the Agreement than they would have done without the Agreement. The
Councillor indicated her support of the request to rescind the Agree-
ment and encouraged all Councillors to support it as well.

It was subsequent to the above comment that Council passed the resolu-
tion rescinding the tax agreement with National Drug and Chemical
Company.

Sheet Harbour Swimming Pool

Mr. Kelly outlined this item from the Management Committee Report which
advised:

"The Management Committee met with officials of the Sheet Harbour and
District Recreation Association to review the Sheet Harbour Pool Opera-
tion.

Municipal Council previously discussed the pool operation and approved
a two month extension of its operation to February 28, 1983 pending a
survey of the district residents respecting the pool's operation by
SHADRA officials.

The Management Committee thoroughly examined the survey results provid-
ed by SHADRA officials and also considered the present accumulated
deficit in excess of $100,000.

The Management Committee recommend to Council that the Municipality
terminate its financial responsibility and involvement with the Sheet
Harbour Swimming Pool in association with the Sheet Harbour and
District Recreation Association and further that SHADRA be requested to
convey the property to the Municipality in lieu of the accumulated
deficit and that steps be initiated to terminate the pool operations.”

It was moved by Councillor Gaetz, seconded by Councillor Baker:

"THAT the Municipality terminate its financial responsibility and
involvement with the Sheet Harbour Swimming Pool in association
with the Sheet Harbour and District Recreation Association and
further that SHADRA be requested to convey the property to the
Municipality in lieu of the accumulated deficit and that steps be
initiated to terminate pool operations.”

(See Motion to Defer).

Councillor Gaetz clarified that he had made the above motion only to
get this issue on the floor for discussion.
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Warden MacKenzie advised Council that the pool has already been drain-
ed and is ready for closure. However, he drew Council's attention to
the numerous letters which had been delivered to his desk today; one
from Mr. Gillis of the School Board and most of which were from younger
citizens and area students. These letters requested that the pool
remain open and indicated many good points in favour, for example:
"there is little recreational activity available in the area and the
pool gives the youth something to do rather than strolling the streets
at night."

Warden MacKenzie advised Council that he would Tike an opportunity to
discuss the matter of the pool's operation with Mr. Gillis of the
School Board, Mr. Markesino, Mr. Meech and the MLA for his District,
Mr.McInnis, prior to any final decision being made. It was his hope
that something can be done to prevent closure of the pool.

The Warden advised that since the Pool has been drained and staff have
been terminated as of March 18th, there will be little further expense
incurred with exception of the minimal cost of a light bill. He
requested that Council consider the plea in the letters received.

Subsequent to brief discussion:
It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Walker:

"THAT the issue of the proposed closure of the Sheet Harbour Swim-
ming Pool be deferred (no later than the April 19th Council Ses-
sion) pending a meeting between Warden MacKenzie, Mr. Lloyd
Gillis, Mr. John Markesino, Mr. Ken Meech and the MLA for the
area, Mr. McInnis."

Motion Carried.

The Deputy Warden suggested that the Minister of Recreation and someone
from SHADRA also be invited to attend the above-mentioned meeting.

Tax Exemption By-Law

The Management Committee Report advised

"The Management Committee has reviewed a tax exemption By-Law. Exist-
ing Legislation provides that Municipal Council may adopt a By-Law for
the purpose of granting a full or partial tax exemption. The By-Law
becomes effective in the taxation year 1983 and remains in effect until
the expiry of the taxation year 1985. Any adjustments to the By-Law
may be made by amendment.

The By-Law (included in the agenda - please refer to agenda for detail)
was prepared by the Municipal Solicitor and includes a break-down of
recreational and-or community use properties into Schedule "A" and "B".
Schedule "A" includes properties recommended for total tax exemption
and Schedule "B" includes properties recommended for partial tax exemp-
tion which means a reduction from the commerical tax rate to the resi-
dential tax rate.
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The Management Committee recommend to Council for approval the tax
exemption By-Law and further that the By-Law be forwarded to the
Minister of Municipal Affairs for approval.”

While outlining the above item to Council, Mr. Kelly advised that there
was one minor change to the By-Law included in the agenda

Section 5 (b) "Addition of Property", Changed from:

"When a property, or part thereof, becomes occupied by an association
for recreational and-or community use purposes then this By-Law

shall be amended ...."

To':

"When a property, or part thereof, becomes occupied by an association
for recreational and-or community use purposes then this By-Law may be
amended..."

“THAT Municipal Council approve the Tax Exemption By-Law as pre-
pared by the Municipal Solicitor inclusive of the change in sec-
tion 5 (b) (change the word "shall" to "may") and further that
the By-Law be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs for
approval.”

(See Motion to Refer)

During the discussion of this By-Law the following facilities were
questioned:

) o (a) Land, Recreation Centre- Cole Harbour, owned by Clayton
Developments Ltd;

(b) Lot 193, Daycare Centre - Cole Harbour, owned by Clayton
Developments Ltd. - Councillor McInroy questioned whether
there were two actual facilities and whether they should be on
Schedule "B", reduced from the commercial rate to the residen-
tial rate.

Mr. Kelly advised that there were two separate facilities, privately
owned by Clayton Developments Ltd.; he advised that since they were
non-profit facilities they were put in this catagory. He also advised
that on top of their residential rate, they were required to pay the
District's area rate as well.

However, Councillor Gaetz felt that both of the above facilities should
be in Schedule "A" for complete exemption.

2 Mount Trabler Bible Camp - Councillor Lichter noted that this
facility was not in the By-Law and requested that it be investi-
gated for possible inclusion into the By-Law via an amendment,
should it qualify.

3 Rainbow Haven Day Care Camp - Councillor Deveaux noted that the
Rainbow Haven Day Care Camp was included in Schedule "B" for only
partial exemption; he requested that this be investigated for a
possible change of status to total exemption.
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Annual Council Session - 11- March 15, 1983
4, (a) Wallace Lucas Community Centre, Lucasville;
(b) Upper Hammonds Plains Community Hall, Upper Hammonds Plains;
(c) Hammonds PTains Service Commission Community Hall, Hammonds

Plains. - Councillor Eisenhauer questioned why these facili-
ties were not included in the By-Law; to his knowledge they
were and always had been exempt from taxation.

Mr. Meech advised that the above-mentioned facilites were already,
definitely exempted at the Provincial Assessment level.

Councillor Poirier indicated that the By-Law had been circulated to all
Councillors for their input and that the Management Committee had sub-
sequently spent a great deal of time in preparing this final draft.

She felt that since all Councillors had apparently not indicated to the
Committee their wishes regarding the above-mentioned facilities that
the By-Law should be refered back to the Management Committee one last
time and if any Councillors feel that something should be added, omitt-
ed or the status changed they should notify the Committee.

It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Adams:

“THAT the Tax Exemption By-Law be referred back to the Management
Committee so that all Councillors will have another opportunity
to notify the Committee of any additions, deletions or changes of
status.”

Motion Defeated.

The aQove motion, to refer back to the Committee, was defeated as it
was felt that amendments could be made to the By-Law subsequent to the
investigation of the above-noted facilities, if required.

Subsequently the question was called on the original motion.
It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:

“THAT Municipal Council approve the Tax Exemption By-Law as pre-
pared by the Municipal Solicitor inclusive of the change in sec-
tion 5 (b) (change the word "shall" to "may") and further that
the By-Law be forwarded to the Minister of Municipal Affairs for
approval.”

Motion Carried.

The following motion was then made:

It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor Eisenhauer:
“THAT all Municipally-owned facilities (Schools, etc.) be invest-
igated as to their current status."

Motion Carried.
The Deputy Warden suggested that the above-mentioned facilities 2 and 3

also be investigated for possible amendments to the By-Law. This was
agreed to by Council and taken under advisement by Staff.




Annual Council Session - 12- March 15, 1983

Expropriation of Storm Sewer Easement

Council agreed to deal with a memo from Mr. W. E. Keenan, Property Man-
agement Supervisor, regarding the expropriation of a storm sewer ease-
ment, Lot C6, Willowdale Estates Subdivision, Cole Harbour, Halifax
County, as part of the Management Committee Report.

Attached to the memo (Please refer to memo for any further detail
required) was a resolution for Council's adoption which explained the
necessity of the easement for the purpose of the installation of a
municipal storm sewer system across a portion of the land of Willowdale
Estates Subdivision.

It was moved by Councillor Snow, seconded by Councillor Gaudet:

“Be it Resolved that the Municipality of the County of Halifax
approves the expropriation of certain easements to the lands of
Roger Jones of Cole Harbour and Ronna Jones (née Smith) his wife,
of the same place more particularly described in Schedule "A" an-
nexed hereto for the purpose of the installation of a municipal
storm sewer system across a portion of those lands known as the
Willowdale Estates Subdivision in Cole Harbour, in the County of
Halifax."

(See Motion to Defer).

Councillor McInroy, the area Councillor, advised that this matter had
only been brought to his attention this evening as he had recently
returned from vacation. He requested that the matter be deferred until
the next Council Session so that he may have an opportunity to speak to
those citizens involved and hopefully settle the matter in a more amic-
able manner.

Mr. Wdowiak came forward at this time and explained the urgency of
acquiring the easement as soon as possible in order to complete the
improvements to the Astral Drive Storm Sewer System. However,
Councillor McInroy felt an obligation to the residents in his District
and advised he should speak to those involved in person before expro-
priation action is taken.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Mont:

"THAT the Expropriation of the Storm Sewer Easement, Lot C6,
Willowdale Estates Subdivision, Cole Harbour, be deferred until
the April 5th Council Session, in order that the area Councillor
may have an opportunity to speak to those involved."

Motion Carried.

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT

It was moved by Councillor Gaetz, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:

"THAT the Policy Committee Report be received.”
Motion Carried.
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Annual Council Session - 13- March 15, 1983

Request for Capital Grants - Seabright Volunteer Fire Department

Mr. Kelly outlined these Grant requests which had been submitted to the
Policy Committee by Councillor Larsen for the construction of a new
truck body, including pumps, for an existing fire vehicle. The esti-
mated cost of the work was $25,000 and the suggested method of payment
was:

General Capital Grant: $ 3,000
District No. 3 Capital Grant: $ 6,000
Fund Raising and Area Rate: $16,000

Mr. Kelly advised that this purchase had been approved in October 1981
on the basis of $6,000 from the the fire department funds and a $19,000
county loan. At that time the district was not represented by a
Councillor and no capital grant assistance was applied for.

The Policy Committee recommended approval of the District Capital Grant
in the amount of $6,000 but did not recommend approval of the $3,000
General Capital Grant until a Staff Report respecting the further use
of the General Capital Grant Funds is considered.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

“THAT Council approve a $6,000 District No. 3 Capital Grant
towards the construction of a new truck body, including pumps, for
the Seabright Volunteer Fire Department Fire Vehicle and further
that no General Capital Grant monies be allocated to this project
until such time as a staff report respecting the further use of
the Capital Grant Funds is considered.”

(See Motion to Amend)

This motion initiated lengthy discussion in Council relative to the use
of the General Capital Grant Fund. Mr. Kelly advised that the Policy
Committee had recommended putting a hold on the utilization of the
General Fund until a Report is received showing how much money is left
in the fund, where the money is being spent and possibly revising the
present policy for allocation of these funds. He advised that this
decision was taken in response to concerns recently expressed by many
Councillors over the frequent use of this fund for fire department
usage, thus depleting the fund so that there may not be money for such
things, as correction of health-related problems, etc.

Mr. Meech added to this that it is not the intention of the Policy Com-
mittee to refuse all General Capital Grant requests but only to put
them on hold until the situation relative to what is left in the
account is investigated and considered. He advised that this Report
should be completed within the next couple of weeks. He advised that
Mr. Wilson has already begun to compile background information for the
report but has also been extremely busy with the finalization of the
budget.

Councillor Walker expressed his opposition to any hold on the utiliza-
tion of the General Capital Grants.
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Councillor Larsen was not necessarily opposed to a freeze on the
account but advised that the amount he was requesting was very small.
He said he would be agreeable to waiting for the additional amount, if
it could be guaranteed that it would not take longer than a couple of
weeks.

However, Councillor Deveaux also expressed his opposition to the freeze
on the General Capital Grant Fund indicating that he had an urgent
matter to resolve which would require General Capital funds for the
extension of a water main in Eastern Passage which would serve a new
fish plant and several other customers, as well as being available for
future customers and providing fire protection.

It was amended by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Larsen:

"THAT both the $6,000 District No. 3 Capital Grant and the General
Capital Grant in the amount of $3,000 be allocated to the Sea-
bright Volunteer Fire Department for use toward the constructon of
a new truck body, including pumps, for the fire department
vehicle."

Councillor MacKay was in favour of approving both grant requests; how-
ever, he did express concern over the retroactivity of this particular
request. He indicated his understanding that the Provincial Terms of
Reference for Capital Grant allocation do not include retroactive pro-
Jjects.

Mr. Meech advised that this was true; however, he indicated that
recently there has been some rethinking along these lines although
nothing definite has been decided. He agreed that capital funds were
not meant to retire outstanding debts.

Warden MacKenzie advised that he was not opposed to Councillor Larsen
receiving both grants; however, he felt that he would eventually
receive the General Capital Grant amount subsequent to the Policy Com-
mittee's review of the pending Staff Report.

Those Councillors who spoke in opposition to the amendment were:
Councillor Adams, Councillor Mont, Councillor Eisenhauer, Councillor
Lichter and Councillor McInroy.

Subsequently, the question was called on the amendment.
It was amended by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Larsen:

"As written above."
Amendment Carried.
The question was then called on the amended motion as follows:

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

"THAT a District No. 3 Capital Grant in the amount of $6,000 and a
General Capital Grant in the amount of $3,000 be allocated to the

Seabright Volunteer Fire Department toward the construction of a

a new truck body including pumps, for the fire department vehicle."
Motion Carried.
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Request for Capital Grant - Bay Road, District No. 3 Volunteer Fire

Department

Mr. Kelly advised that at the March 4, 1983 meeting of the Policy Com-
mittee Councillor Larsen had submitted a second request for a District
No. 3 Capital Grant in the amount of $6,000 toward the purchase of a
King Seagrave Fire Vehicle valued at $39,263. The remaining funds of
$§33,263 were to come from fund raising and the area rate.

This vehicle had been purchased in 1980 after the Capital Grant Funding
became available but before County Council established a policy for al-
location of the Capital Grant Fund. At the time of purchase, the
vehicle did not qualify for a capital grant because of this. The pur-
chase of the vehicle was financed through a $9,200 contribution from
the fire department fund raising and a $30,000 County loan of which
$21,000 remains outstanding.

It was the recommendation of the Policy Committee that the $6,000
District Capital Grant be approved.

It was moved by Councillor Eisenhauer, seconded by Councillor Larsen:

"THAT Council approve the allocation of a District No. 3 Capital
Grant to the Bay Road District 3 Fire Department toward the pur-
chase of a King Seagrave Fire Vehicle."

Motion Carried.

It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Adams:

"THAT a Staff Report be prepared for Council, indicating the
status of the Capital Grant Funds showing exactly how much money
has been expended and how much is remaining in both the County's
General Account and the District Accounts."

Motion Carried.

It was determined that this would not place a freeze on further utiliz-
ation of the General Fund but was only a staff report.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Walker:
"THAT the General Capital Grant Fund be frozen until the above-
requested Status Report is received."”

(See Motion to Amend).

It was amended by Councillor Bayers, seconded by Councillor Adams:
“THAT no General Capital Grant Freeze be placed on Districts which
have not utilized this Fund within the last four months."
Amendment Defeated.

Councillor Adams indicated that he had seconded the above amendment
only to put the issue on the floor for discussion.
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Subsequent to lengthy discussion, the question was called on the orig-
inal motion.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Walker:

"As previously written."”
Motion Carried.

The following Councillors had spoken in opposition to the freeze on the
Fund: Councillor Bayers, Councillor Larsen and Councillor Deveaux who
was specifically concerned about holding in abeyance the extension to
the water line in Eastern Passage to serve a new Fish Plant.

Request for Grants - Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program

Mr. Kelly outlined this item from the Policy Committee Report which
read:

"The Policy Committee received correspondence from Mr. Brian Smith,
Chairman, Sheet Harbour Business Improvement District Committee
respecting the Mainstreet Program. (This correspondence was attached
to the agenda - Please refer to for additional information, if
required).

The correspondence outlines the various improvements of projects
included in the plan for the community's business district. Addition-
ally, it includes a request for financial assistance from the
Municipality.

The Policy Committee recommend to Council that $6,500 be allocated to
the Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program in 1983; $1,500 from the District
Capital Grant Fund and $5,000 from the 1983 Municipal Operating
Grants."

It was moved by Deputy Warden Margeson, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

"THAT $6,500 be allocated to the Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program;
$1,500 from the District Capital Grant and $5,000 from the 1983
Municipal Operating Grants."

(See Motion to Amend)

It was amended by Councillor Lichter, seconded by Councillor Reid:

"THAT $1,500 be allocated from the District Capital Grant and
$5,000 from the County General Capital Grant when the freeze comes
off this account.”

Motion Withdrawn.

The motion was withdrawn when it was determined that the $5,000 of

these funds would be required for purposes which were not of a capital
nature.
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Councillor Reid expressed his opposition to any Operating Grants being
dealt with at this time as he had previously had several such requests
and had been required to wait until such time as the 1983 Operating
Grants were allocated. He felt this would decrease the amount of
$100,000 which was in the budget for Operating Grants in 1983 and it
was unfair to bring it forward at this time before other requests are
brought forward.

Councillor Eisenhauer indicated that the $5,000 amount should not be
referred to as a Grant but as an investment as the beautification of
the business district would bring in additional tourism and tax
dollars, due to the increased assessments.

Councillor MacKay indicated that the Province was willing to contribute
$12,000 to this project contingent upon the Municipality's contribution
of $6,500. Therefore, if the County did not contribute to this worth-
while project, then the $12,000 would not be forthcoming from the Pro-
vincial Labour Intensive Beautification Funding from the Mainstreet
Program. He further indicated that the $170,000 from the NEED Program
for the Province would not be received either and would subsequently
jeopardize the much-needed jobs that would be generated by the Main-
street Program.

Mr. Brant Wishart and Mr. Brain Smith, who were present in the Council
Chambers, came forward to explain the program and funding available.
Mr. Smith advised that the remaining funds were indeed approved, con-
tingent upon receiving the Municipal portion.

A1l Councillors agreed with the Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program con-
cept but many were not agreeable to taking monies from the QOperating
Grants before other requests were considered.

Mr. Meech advised that with Council's agreement the Operating Grants
for 1983 could be increased by $5,000 to $105,000 or the money could be
taken from the 1983 Operating Budget and charged to the Sheet Harbour
Mainstreet Program.

Warden MacKenzie indicated his understanding that the money would be
taken from the 1983 Operating Budget and would not be coming from the
$100,000 set aside in the Budget for Operating Grants to Organiza-
tions.

Subsequent to discussion, it was agreed by Council that the $5,000
required would be taken from the 1983 Operating Budget and charged to
the Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program as it was considered to be an
investment for the Municipality which would receive additional revenue
from the District from the increased taxation on the assessment as well
as increased revenue from Tourism.

The question was then called on the motion which the mover and second-
er had agreed to alter according to the above.
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It was moved by Deputy Warden Margeson, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

“THAT $6,500 be allocated to the Sheet Harbour Mainstreet Program;
$1,500 from the District Capital Grant and $5,000 from the 1983
Municipal Operating Budget, which would be charged to the Sheet
Harbour Mainstreet Program.”

Motion Carried.

Subsequently, Mr. Wishart and Mr. Smith retired from the Council Ses-
sion.

It was moved by Councillor Larsen, seconded by Councillor Deveaux:
"THAT a Report to Council be prepared by the Policy Committee
relative to criteria and guidelines established for requests on
the General Tax Rate."

Motion Defeated.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE URBAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

It was agreed by Council that the Suuplementary Report of the Urban
Services Committee be accepted at this time.

Interim Agreement Between The Municipality of the County of Halifax and

the Town of Bedford Regarding the Millcove Sewer System

Mr. Kelly advised that the Urban Services Committee recommend to
Council for approval an Interim Agreement between the Municipality and
the Town of Bedford with respect to the Millcove Sewer System. (Copies
of the Agreement were attached to the Report - please refer to Report
if additional information is required).

It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor Snow:
“THAT the County of Halifax and the Town of Bedford enter into an
interim Agreement respecting the Millcove Sewer System."
Motion Carried.
Councillor MacKay suggested that Warden MacKenzie, Mr. Meech, Mayor
Roberts and Mr, Dan English of the Town of Bedford schedule a meeting
to begin negotiations regarding the ownership of the Sewer System in
the near future as this issue has been outstanding for some time.

This was taken under advisement.

NOTICE OF MOTION - EXTENSION OF TRANSIT SERVICE TO OCEAN VIEW MANOR

Councillor Deveaux advised that he was awaiting some figures from MTC
and therefore, requested that this issue be deferred until the next
Session of Council.

ARSENIC CONTAMINATION - COUNCILLOR ADAMS

Councillor Adams advised that he had read through the information on
this item which indicated that the Provincial Government had not
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changed their position relative to the 50%-50% cost-sharing policy for
the supply of potable water.

It was moved by Councillor Adams:

"THAT the Municipality approve the Policy relative to the supply
of potable water, providing that the 50%-50% be cost-shared be-
tween the Municipality and the Province with no charge to the
Homeowner."

Motion Lost - No Seconder.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor MacKay:

"THAT Council approve the Policy respecting the supply of potable

water, including the 50%-50% cost-sharing between the Province and
the Homeowner, with the Program to be administered by the Munici=-

pality of the County of Halifax."

Motion Carried.

The motion was carried subsequent to brief discussion in which it was
determined that the policy had to be effected as soon as possible in
order to alleviate the problems relative to mineral-contaminated water.
However, it was passed with the suggestion the Council would attempt to
have the policy altered in the future if possible.

SEWAGE, HERRING COVE - COUNCILLOR BAKER

Councillor Baker advised that the sewage outflow from the City of
Halifax to Herring Cove and Sambro was having a detrimental effect on
the Fishing Industry in these areas. It was Councillor Baker's opinion
that the City should be requested to build a treatment plant to allevi-
ate this problem.

It was moved by Councillor Baker, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

"THAT a letter be written to the City of Halifax expressing the
Municipality's concern over the sewage outflow to Herring Cove and
Sambro which is damaging the fishing industry in these areas with
a copy to the Department of the Environment and further that
another letter be sent to the Department of the Environment
requesting that they examine the situation relative to this sewage
outflow and take appropriate action with the appropriate bodies to
initiate corrective measures to this situation.”

(See Motion to Amend).

It was amended by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Wiseman:

"THAT the Department of the Environment be requested to consider
the pollution of the entire Halifax Harbour and Bedford Basin
which results from sewage outflow from the Cities of Halifax and
Dartmouth."”

Amendment Defeated.
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Prior to the defeat of the above amendment, Council agreed that the
whole issue was important and should be looked into; however, the
amendment had been defeated as it was felt that corrective measures on
such a lTarge scale could not be considered at the present time due to
the massive costs involved. It was felt that if the amendment was
passed it would delay resolution of the ruination of the fishing
grounds in Herring Cove and Sambro.

Subsequent to the above discussion, the question was called on the
original motion:

It was moved by Councillor Baker, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:
"As written above." Motion Carried.

ADDITION OF AGENDA ITEMS
Take-Over of Private Roads - Councillor Deveaux

Councillor Deveaux requested an up-date on this item.

Mr. Meech advised that it has been determined lately that the Munici-
pality does have the legal power to expropriate; however, the Munici-
pality has chosen in the past not to expropriate lands for the purpose
of road take-over and up-grading. He advised that there was such an
issue before the Policy Committee at the present time, respecting the
expropriation of land for the purpose of road take-over to be up-graded
by the Department of Transporation, at Christies Road in District No.
1. He advised that this issue should be resolved within the next
couple of weeks.

Councillor Deveaux advised that he would wait until the Christies Road
issue is resolved before he brings the matter up again with respect to
several lanes in his own District.

NEW BUSINESS
Arsenic Contamination - Councillor Adams

It was moved by Councillor Adams, seconded by Deputy Warden Margeson:

“Whereas the Atlantic Health Unit has identified that the deeper
drilled wells in the arsenic areas reveal counts of arsenic sub-
ject to fluctuation over the years and more shallow wells and dug
wells do not reveal the same dangerous counts of arsenic and
whereas it is encumbent upon Council as elected representatives
who are charged with the Health and Safety of Residents and to
ensure that the Well Drilling Act does not permit any over-zealous
or over-ambitious well drillers to drill into problems that home-
owners will be responsible for at their financial expense and the
drillers financial advancement, Be it Therefore Resolved That the
Municipality of the County of Halifax make recommendations to the
Nova Scotia Departments of Health, Environment and Consumer
Affairs to review the Well Drilling Act of Nova Scotia with a view
to determine safe depths of well drilling where such well drilling
takes place in rocky, residential areas and where it has been pre-

determined by the Atlantic Health Unit,thaE thesg areas have
potential arsenic-laden geology. Motion Carried.
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In response to questioning by Councillor Mont as to the relevancy of
the Department of Consumer Affairs' involvement in this matter,
Councillor Adams advised that he had included this department in his
motion, in the interest of Consumer protection.

ADDITION OF ITEMS FOR NEXT COUNCIL SESSION

"Sewage OQutflow - Halifax Harbour and Bedford Basin"

The Deputy Warden requested that the item brought forward by Councillor
Poirier and Councillor Wiseman, in their previous amendment, relevant
to the sewage outflow to the Halifax Harbour and Bedford Basin be added
to the next Council agenda for discussion.

ADJOURNMENT OF ANNUAL SESSION

It was moved by Councillor Mont, seconded by Deputy Warden Margeson:
“THAT the Annual Council Session be adjourned until April 5,
1983."

Motion Carried.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Councillor Poirier:

“THAT the Council Session adjourn."
Motion Carried.

Therefore, there being no further business, the Council Session
adjourned at 11:15 P.M.
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ANNUAL COUNICIL SESSION
APRIL 19, 1983

Warden MacKenzie, Chairman

Deputy Warden Margeson

Councillor
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Walker
Larsen
Gaudet
Baker
Deveaux
DeRoche
Adams
Gaetz
Bayers
Reid
Lichter
Snow
MacKay
McInroy

Eisenhauer
MacDonald

Wiseman
Mont
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ALSO PRESENT: Mr. K. R. Meech, Chief Administrative Officer
Mr. Bob Cragg, Municipal Solicitor
Mr. G. J. Kelly, Municipal Clerk
Mr. Keith Birch, Chief of Planning & Development
Mr. Lorne Denny, Industrial Promotions QOfficer
Mr. Ken Wilson, Director of Finance
Mr. Gary Smith, Chief Accountant

SECRETARY: Christine E. Simmons

OPENING OF COUNCIL - THE LORD'S PRAYER

Warden MacKenzie brought the Annual Council Session to order at 6:05
p.m. with The Lord's Prayer.

ROLL CALL
Mr. Kelly then called the Roll.
APPOINTMENT OF RECORDING SECRETARY

It was moved by Councillor DeRoche, seconded by Councillor Gaetz:

"THAT Christine E. Simmons be appointed Recording Secretary."
Motion Carried.
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Annual Council Session -2 - April 19, 1983

SETTING OF 1983 RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AREA TAX RATES

Mr. Ken Wilson and Mr. Gary Smith came before Council at this time to
review with Council the 1983 tax rates. The 1983 Budget had been dis-
tributed previously for Council's perusal.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Larsen:

“THAT the 1983 Budget and tax rate information be received."
Motion Carried.

A memo had been distributed to Council regarding the 1983 tax rates.
Attached to this memo were budget statements reflecting the 1983 budget
figures following a resolution at the March 24th meeting of the Joint
Councils respecting the District School Board budgets as well as state-
ments reflecting budget adjustments following Council's review of the
Departmental budgets. (please refer to these statements if additional
information is required).

The memo advised that,including a transfer from surplus funds to hold
the tax increase to 6%, the 1983 proposed tax rates would be as fol-
lows:

Residential tax rate - § .87
Commercial tax rate - $1.62

Included in the budget information which had previously been distri-
buted to Council were the area tax rates and breakdowns.

Prior to approval of the 1983 tax rates, the following concerns were
expressed by Council:

1. Councillor Bayers expressed concern regarding the unequal distribu-
tion of grants, i.e. grants for fire departments, street lights,
etc.

Mr. Wilson advised that this was due to the old Provincial Formula
whereby grants were allocated on the amount of expenditures; he advised
that in 1979 the Municipalities were given responsibility for allocat-
ing these grants. Since less money was available at this time, a
freeze was placed on the total operating grants and money had to be al-
located according to what was available. However, he advised that the
method of grant allocation is being reviewed.

2. Councillor Gaetz indicated his opposition to a School Area Rate
levied on his area rate breakdown for School Section 20 in District
No. 9. He advised that no-one in this section attends the school
in question; he tabled a 1ist of 171 assessments in the section,
none of which have children attending that School. It was the
Councillors' request that this School Area Rate be deleted from his
Area Rates.

Subsequent to brief discussion:
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