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1638 Cole Harbour Rd.,
RR 1, Dartmouth, N,S3,,
July ?p 1986

Halifax County Council,
Dutch Village Rd.,
Halifax, N.S.

Dear Sirs,

Re: Planning application to rezone lands of Coleridge Estates
from R7 to R1 by Home East Developments Ltd.

We would like to register our objection to the rezoning of the land of
Coleridge Estates from R7 to R1 which has been applied for by Home East
Development Ltd.

Local citizens spent many years working to enact zoning which it was
hoped would go some way toward alleviating the pressure on the ecological
balance of Cole Harbour by the ever encroaching urbanization of the area
surrounding the water.,

The arguments for limiting development put forward at public meetings
and the Municipal Development Plan are still valid. To start a piecemeal
rezoning at this stage will make a mockery of those efforts and of the
Development Plan itself, The Gounty has invested considerable money in
purchasing land to assist this process,

Additional housing on smaller lots together with thé increased
population in the area is bound to increase the ecological strain on the harbour
and also on the already creaking road system between Dartmouth and Cole Harbour.
We too have seven acres of land on the opposite side of Cole Harbour Rd,, .
which from a financial point of view would be very nice to develop.
However the ecological considerations are much more important than personal
gain. We have already observed that the osprey have been forced to change

their normal breeding pattern as a result of the road works on the site.

Yours sincerely,

Cyril Burnell,
Ethelda Burnell



PRESENT WERE:

ALSO PRESENT:

SECRETARY:

Warden MacKenzie called the Council Session to order at 6:05 p.m.
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the Lord's Prayer.

Mr. Kelly called the Roll.

APPOINTMENT OF RECORDING SECRETARY

SESSION
1986

Administrative Officer

It was moved by Councillor Randall, seconded by Councillor Snow:

"THAT Glenda Higgins be appointed as Recording Secretary."
MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux,

"THAT the minutes of the June 3,

be approved as circulated.”
MOTION CARRIED

seconded by Councillor C. Baker:

1986 Regular Session of Council



Regular Council Session - 2 - July 8, 1986

It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Snow:

"THAT the minutes of the Committee of the Whole, June 10, 1986 be
approved as circulated."
MOTION CARRIED

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:
“THAT the minutes of the Public Hearing, June 23, 1986 be approved

as circulated."
MOTION CARRIED

AGENDA ITEMS

Councillor P. Baker - Social Services Sub-Committee
- 01d Cemetery

Councillor MacKay - Bingo License
Councillor C. Baker - Lands and Forests
Councillor Walker - Signage

Councillor MacDonald - General Capital Grants, Priorities

COUNCILLOR P. BAKER - CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Councillor P. Baker offered an apology to Mr. Meech for the rude manner
in which he treated him at the last Session of Council. He stated he
felt out of order later, and he was not prompted by anybody to offer
the apology. He concluded that he has the highest respect for Mr.
Meech as a professional in his field and as a man.

Mr. Meech expressed appreciation to Councillor P. Baker for his

apology. He stated people often respond in such a manner in the heat
of a discussion.

LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE

Halifax County-Bedford District School Board

Mr. Kelly identified the 1letter, advising it was appreciation for
financial assistance towards the upgrading of the CP Allen Playing
Field.

It was moved by Councillor Snow, seconded by Councillor Fralick:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED
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The Canadian Red Cross Society, Service for Sexual Assault Victims, and
Antigonish-Eastern Shore Tourist Association

Mr. Kelly advised these three items of correspondence were letters
extending their appreciation to Council for the 1986 grants given to
each.

It was moved by Councillor DeRoche, seconded by Councillor Eisenhauer:

"THAT these three items of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Canada Post Corporation

Mr. Kelly advised this letter was acknowledging Counc11's letter of May
28, 1986 with respect to the post office at Meagher's Grant.

Councillor Reid informed the letter was outdated because the Post
Mistress in Meagher's Grant has been announced, and she has commenced
her duties.

It was moved by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor Snow:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Department of the Environment

Mr. Kelly advised this letter was with respect to Council's resolution
expressing concern over the siltation at First Chain Lake.

Councillor P. Baker advised he has noted the siltation here has
disappeared. It appears there is a trench or bypass of some kind
leading into Long Lake.

It was moved by Councillor P. Baker, seconded by Councillor C. Baker:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Metropolitan Authority, Regional Water Supply System

Mr. Kelly advised this letter is in response to a request by Council
for a report on the suggestion that the Halifax and Dartmouth water
utilities be integrated into a single regional system and the
implications it may hold for the Lake Major watershed.

Warden MacKenzie advised he received a letter from the Chairman of the
Metropolitan Authority requesting information from the County. Warden
MacKenzie advised Mayor Savage he would discuss this with the Director
of Engineering and Works and forward any information to the Urban
Services Committee.
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It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Mont:
"THAT this item of correspondence be received."

Councillor Adams advised he had asked Mr. Jackson for an outline of
what the immediate plans are with respect to this. Mr. Jackson
recently made a presentation in Kentville, where he stated the Lake
Major Watershed had reached low levels of Canadian standards to the
point there would have to be treatment. However, in this letter there
was no indication as to how bad the water supply is and how soon such
treatment facilities would be put in place. He advised he was looking
for such details because people in his area have been asking questions
since the workshop that Mr. Jackson spoke at.

Mr. Meech informed he would be attending a meeting on Friday, July 11,
1986 with the other Chief Administrative Officers and representatives
of the Metropolitan Authority. He noted this is one item on the
agenda. He felt he would be in a position at that time to raise a few
more questions and get additional information.

Councillor Adams asked if the statement made at the conference was more
accurate than the information in the letter. Mr. Meech advised he was
aware of a possible need for the City of Dartmouth to make a large ex-
penditure for a filtration plant, as it is not now part of the existing
water utility serving Dartmouth and areas of the Municipality.

Councillor Adams next commented there was once a Lake Major Advisory
Committee, and he asked if this committee should be reporting on such
developments. Mr. Meech informed the Metropolitan Authority is only
raising the issue of whether or not a regional water supply should be
considered for the Metropolitan area. He also advised he had heard
from another informed individual that Dartmouth will be faced with
establishing a filtration plant for its water system.

Warden MacKenzie asked if the names of the people on the Lake Major
Advisory Committee could be provided. Councillor Adams informed he is
also looking for these names. He advised he would submit these names
to Warden MacKenzie when he gets them.

Mr. Meech felt this issue should be dealt with by the Dartmouth Water
Utility more than anyone because it has to do with the quality of water
for consumption going into the system. With the filtration plants,
there may be an ability for greater development. Such a filtration
system adds to the capital costs as well as the operational costs.
Dartmouth's water rates are fairly low because they do not have this
system, but it will soon be necessary. He suggested that Mr. Jackson
may be raising the issue that the City of Dartmouth may be more
prepared to talk about a regional water utility because of the need for
the filtration plant. Mr. Meech advised he would check into this
further at his meeting on Friday. He suggested it may be better to
have Mr. Jackson meet with Council to review the issue.

Councillor DeRoche advised the water from Lake Major is pumped across
the land into Lake LeMont and treatment is done there. Councillor
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DeRoche asked that Councillor Adams, the Watershed Associated Develop-
ment Enterprises, and himself be kept advised of any future information
that evolves with respect to this item.

MOTION CARRIED

COUNCILLOR McINROY - RICK HANSEN MAN IN MOTION WORLD TOUR

Councillor McInroy advised Rich Hansen is a Canadian who has been tour-
ing the world in a wheelchair in order to raise funds for spinal cord
research. Councillor McInroy informed that a sub-committee of the
Executive Committee was formed to come up with ideas for greating this
man when he arrives in Halifax County. People from the committee that
coordinates the provincial segment of the tour met with this sub-com-
mittee to discuss ideas and determine if they would be compatible with
provincial plans. Councillor MclInroy reviewed a number of ideas the
sub-committee had generated. They suggested the coordination of a Rick
Hansen Halifax County fund that would receive contributions from organ-
jzations and individuals throughout the County to present to Rick
Hansen when he arrives. This could coordinate with an updating account
similar to that of Rainbow Haven with acknowledgement of donations in
the newspaper. Another suggestion was the planning of a reception
within Halifax County, possibly Musquodoboit Harbour. Further details
would have to be worked out at a later date.

At the meeting with the provincial coordinators, the sub-committee was
informed they are looking for direct contributions from the municipal-
jties within Nova Scotia because this segment will probably be the
major part of the tour in the Atlantic Provinces. The committee
informed they received free accomodations from the Holiday 1Inn,
MacDonald's supply food, etc., but there is a need for an additional
$4,000 to cover other expenses. Councillor MclInroy advised the sub-
committee felt it would be a good idea for Halifax County to show
strong support and major input into the tour.

Councillor McInroy concluded there will be a press conference held by
the provincial coordinating people on July 11, and that would be a good
time to announce the County contribution. Therefore,

It was moved by Councillor MclInroy, seconded by Councillor Snow:

"THAT the Municipality of the County of Halifax sponsor the Nova
Scotia segment of the Man in Motion Tour as it relates to travel
expenses in Nova Scotia for Mr. Hansen and his entourage up to the
amount of $4,000."

MOTION CARRIED

Warden MacKenzie thanked the sub-committee of the Executive Committee
for their work on this matter.
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PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

Bill No. 124 - An Act Respecting Mobile Home Sites

Mr. Kelly read this report.
It was moved by Councillor DeRoche, seconded by Councillor Deveaux:

"THAT Council, through the speaker of the house, advise that the
Planning Advisory Committee do have concerns with Bill No. 124;
and that the Planning Advisory Committee would appreciate being
advised if and when this Private Members Bill is to be discussed
further so that the Bill can be examined in detail and a
presentation made before the Legislative Committee."

Mr. Meech advised he was of the understanding this matter would never
come back to the Legislature in its present form because it was not
supported by the government. He felt the bill was considered finished
unless it is reintroduced.

Councillor DeRoche stated the Bill can always be reintroduced in the
'same format. The Planning Advisory Committee is requesting that should
this Bill or a similar Bill with a different number designation be
introduced with respect to Mobile Home Park 1legislation that the
Planning Advisory Committee be advised because the Committee does have
some serious concerns with a number of items in this particular Private
Members Bill.

Warden MacKenzie asked if there were changes to that Bill and it were
reintroduced, would County Council be notified. Mr. Cragg informed
County Council would be notified because the whole process would have
to begin again.

MOTION CARRIED

File No. PA-EP-12-85 Proposed Amendments to the Eastern Passage/Cow Bay

Municipal PTanning Strategy - LaFitte

Mr. Kelly identified the application and the recommendation of the
Planning Advisory Committee.

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:
“THAT File No. PA-EP-12-85 be approved and that a Public Hearing
be held on August 11, 1986 at 7 p.m."
MOTION CARRIED

Application No. RA-LM-32-86-08 - Rezoning of a Portion of the Lands of

Earl, Ralph, and ATlison Ernst and the Lands now or formerly of Berton

Turner, lTocated on the Crane Hill Road

Mr. Kelly <identified the application and the recommendation as
presented in the report.
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It was moved by Councillor DeRoche, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:
"THAT Application No. RA-LM-32-86-08 be approved and that a Public
Hearing be held on August 11, 1986 at 7 p.m."

MOTION CARRIED

File No. ZA-TLB-33-86-02 - Amend the Zoning By-law for Timberlea/

Lakeside/Beechville - I-1 (Light Industrial) Zone

Mr. Kelly identified the application and advised of the recommendation
of the Planning Advisory Committee.

It was moved by Councillor Mont, seconded by Councillor Snow:
"THAT Application No. ZA-TLB-33-86-02 be approved and that a
Public Hearing be held on August 11, 1986 at 7 p.m."
MOTION CARRIED

Application No. RA-SA-31-86-21 - Rezoning of a Portion of the Lands of

Crandel] Developments Limited, Cobequid Road, Lower Sackville

Mr. Kelly outlined the report of the Planning Advisory Committee with
regard to this application.

It was moved by Councillor DeRoche, seconded by Councillor Snow:
"THAT Application No. RA-SA-31-86-20 be approved and that a Public
Hearing be held on August 25, 1986 at 7 p.m."
MOTION CARRIED

File No. PA-CH/W-16-85 - Amendment to the Cole Harbour/Westhpal

Municipal Planning Strategy - Chestnut Realty - Extension of Services

Mr. Kelly identified the applicat1on and the recommendation from the
P1ann1ng Advisory Committee.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor MacKay:
"THAT File No. PA-CH/W-16-85 be approved, as per Appendix "A" of
the staff report, and that a Public Hearing be held on August 11,

1986 at 7 p.m."
MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Middle Sackville School

Mr. Kelly outlined the report respecting this matter.
It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor MacKay:

"THAT the Municipality enter into a five year lease agreement at
$1 per year with the 50+ Club for the former Middle Sackville
School and allow them to sublet a portion of the building to the
Beacon House Interfaith Society."
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Councillor MacDonald expressed appreciation to Council and the Execu-
tive Committee for the consideration given to this matter over the past
month. He stated the 50+ Club is appreciative of the building and the
agreement to sublet a portion of the building. He informed both groups
are excited and happy about the agreement.

MOTION CARRIED

"Grace Day" on County Playgrounds

Mr. Kelly outlined the report of the Executive Committee.

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor C. Baker:
"THAT the Municipality endorse the fund raising program on County
playgrounds for the Grace Maternity Hospital Building Fund."
MOTION CARRIED

Grace Maternity Hospital Building Fund

Mr. Kelly advised the Executive Committee had considered the request
for funds for the construction of the new Grace Maternity Hospital.

It is the recommendation of the Committee that approval be granted for
a grant to the Grace Maternity Hospital Building Fund in the amount of
$200,000 over a five year period commencing in 1987.

It was moved by Deputy Warden Wiseman, seconded by Councillor
Eisenhauer:

"THAT approval be given for a grant to the Grace Maternity
Hospital Building Fund in the amount of $200,000 over a five year
period beginning in 1987."

MOTION CARRIED

Request for District Capital Grant, District 17

Mr. Kelly outlined the request.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:
"THAT a District Capital Grant, District 17 in the amount of
$2,500 for the fencing of public walkways at Ellerslie Crescent,
Cedar Crescent, and EIm Street be approved by Council.”

MOTION CARRIED

Request for District Capital Grant, District 17

Mr. Kelly outlined the report respecting this request.
It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:

"THAT approval be granted for a District Capital Grant, District
17 in the amount of $3,500 for the purpose of fencing public walk-
ways at Hallmark Street, and Hollyoake Street, Colby Village."
MOTION CARRIED
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Request for District Capital Grant, District 19; General Capital Grant;
and County Loan

Mr. Kelly identified the next request, advising the purpose of the
request is for improvements to the sewer and water system at Lively
Subdivision, totaling $130,000.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:

"THAT approval be granted for a District Capital Grant, District
19 in the amount of $10,000; a General Capital Grant in the amount
of $55,000; and a 1loan advance in the amount of $65,000 for
improvements to the sewer and water system at Lively Subdivision,
with the loan, principal, and interest to be recovered from the
environmental service rate over a four year period.”

MOTION CARRIED

Temporary Borrowing Resolution, Sewer Treatment, Eastern Passage

Mr. Kelly outlined the report of the Executive Committee respecting
this matter.

It was moved by Deputy Warden Wiseman, seconded by Councillor DeRoche:
"THAT a temporary borrowing resolution in the amount of $3,200, 000
for sewage treatment at Eastern Passage be approved by Counc11
MOTION CARRIED

Temporary Borrowing Resolution, Industrial Commission, Aerotech
Industrial Park Land

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Snow:
"THAT a temporary borrowing resolution in the amount of $6,000,000
for the Industrial Commission, Aerotech Industrial Park Land be
approved.”

MOTION CARRIED

Withdrawal from Vehicle Reserve Fund

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report and recommendation of the Executive
Committee.

It was moved by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Snow:
“THAT a request to withdraw $18,000 from the vehicle reserve fund
for a 3/4 ton, four wheel drive maintenance truck for the Parks
and Recreation Department be approved by Council."”
MOTION CARRIED

County Councillors Pension

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report of the Executive Committee.
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It was moved by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor Deveaux:

"THAT the three Councillors that are putting the funds into the
group RRSP's be left as it is now being done; that no funds be
deducted from the other 18 Councillors and they will be
responsible for transferring their own funds to whichever vehicle
they feel will best meet their own needs; and that the existing
amounts in the savings accounts of the Councillors be transferred
to them to utilize in the best manner possible with no further
savings accounts to be held for Councillors.”

MOTION CARRIED

Fire Hall Construction, Eastern Passage

Mr. Kelly outlined the report and recommendation with respect to the
temporary borrowing resolution.

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor McInroy:
"THAT approval be granted for a temporary borrowing resolution
in the amount of $700,000 for the construction of a fire hall at
Eastern Passage."

MOTION CARRIED

Collective Agreement, Lakeside and Black Point Fire Departments

Mr. Kelly outlined the report of the Executive Committee.

It was moved by Councillor Reid, seconded by Councillor Eisenhauer:
"THAT a revised collective agreement with IAFF, local 1456 based
on the negotiated tentative agreement be approved by Municipal
Council.”

Mr. Meech advised that Councillor Walker and Councillor Poirier were
both aware of the recommendation, and they both are in favour of it.

MOTION CARRIED

Social Assistance Expenditures

Mr. Kelly read the report with regard to this matter.
It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Snow:

“THAT Council approve the hiring of an additional Social Service
worker in 1986 and that cost-sharing for this additional person be
requested from the Province."

Councillor DeRoche asked if this matter had been included in the budget
for 1986. Mr. Meech informed this position was not included in the
original budget. It had been 1in the very early stages of the budget,
and after consultation between Mr. Meech and Mr. Mason it was decided

10
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it may be possible to get by during 1986 without the additional
position. However, the average caseload for at least the first five
months has been much higher than anticipated.

Councillor DeRoche stated that Councillor Lichter constantly references
such an approach midway through a year of operation and being faced
with have the position locked in placed at the new budget. Councillor
DeRoche expressed appreciation for how this can happen, but stated he
did not appreciate the approach taken. He felt these things should be
made known to Council during the budget discussions.

Warden MacKenzie commented that the Social Services Department have
found themselves with an increased caseload and felt a requirement for
an additional staff person to service the caseload and save a few
dollars instead of costing more.

Councillor DeRoche stated it is the Municipal level of government that
is expanding. All others are retracting in size. He felt Councillors
should have been made known that this would be inevitable over the past
three or four years. He also felt it should have been included in the
1986 budget. He commented this proposal may coincidently coincide with
the graduate of a new group from the Nova Scotia Institute of
Technology.

Warden MacKenzie stated Mr. Mason and his department could probably
manage without this additional person, but he questioned the efficiency
of this.

Councillor Randall asked if there had been any initial approach made to

the Provincial Department of Social Services. Mr. Meech informed the
County has had some verbal preliminary reaction which suggests the
Province should be prepared to cost-share the position. Warden

MacKenzie added there is a sub-committee 1looking at social services
costs.

Councillor MacDonald commented that the Eligibility Review Officer was
hired two years ago to protect against abuse of the social services
system. However, this person has been made a social services worker.
Mr. Meech agreed the person retained as the Eligibility Review Officer
has been assigned a regular caseload, and there is very little time to
devote to his original position. This is one of the reasons for the
need for the additional person. Mr. Meech added there is a number of
requests with respect to tax relief that have to be properly
researched. A substantial increase in the caseload also increases the
demand for an additional person. An independent assessment was done in
the past by the Social Services Department to look at County of Halifax
staffing levels 1in comparison to neighbouring municipalities. The
study found Halifax County to be operating with 1lesser numbers of
staff, although it had greater caseloads. Mr. Meech added that the
population of Halifax County is still increasing, so statistically
there is going to be an increase in social assistance recipients, as
well as any other program.
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Councillor MacDonald commented that with a larger number of cases, the
position of Eligibility Review Officer would be increasingly important
because there will be more abuse. Mr. Meech stated this request is
because there 1is not sufficient staff resources to allow the
Eligibility Review Officer to fulfill his original mandate. There have
also been a number of people in the department on 1long-term illness
which has caused some short-term difficulties with the operation of the
department. For these reasons, the Eligibility Review Officer has been
assigned a permanent caseload within the last 12 months.

Councillor Mont advised the first he knew of the Eligibility Review
Officer being removed from his original duties was when he read the
report, and he was bothered by it. Councillor Mont commented the
reassignment occured when his role was beginning to have a useful
financial impact for the Municipality. Councillor Mont also felt
Councillors should have been told of the potential need for this
additional person because he had been under the assumption that cases
were being reviewed by the Eligibility Review Officer, when they have
not. He stated he would be willing to support another worker if it is
necessary, but he wanted to be assured that the Eligibility Review
Worker would be reinstated to his original work.

Mr. Meech advised it is intended to continue the program, and it is
also intended to combine the role of the Eligibility Review Officer
with accepting some caseload.

Councillor Mont expressed concern that the Eligibility Review Officer
would be doing his intended duties second to a regular caseload. Mr.
Meech clarified the intent is to follow-up with respect to internal
referrals. When the position of Eligibility Review Officer was
established, it was suspected there would be many inquiries. However,
there 1is very few, if any, investigations <initiated from public
inquiries. There is a need for this person, however, because they are
often referred to the Eligibility Review Officer by staff. Councillor
Mont concluded he would like to see this function continue, and he felt
Councillors should receive a report as to what this person is doing in
his capacity of Eligibility Review Officer.

Mr. Meech stated the Social Services Department has benefitted from
this person because he has good skills and abilities with a caseload.
He has also been doing reseach necessary for tax relief.

Councillor Eisenhauer agreed that the Eligibility Review Officer should
be reinstated quickly. He stated with the increase in recipients of
social assistance, there should be further assurances there 1is not
abuse of the system. He suggested the motion be based on the condition
that the Eligibility Review Officer be reinstated in his original
position.

Mr. Meech informed one of the tasks of the special sub-committee is to
examine the traditional classifications of social assistance recipients
for accuracy. There is concern over the classification of recipients
into the able-bodied category because many people are physically able
to work but do not have the necessary education to work.

12
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Councillor MclInroy expressed disappointment in the turn of events and
the reallocation of staff. He informed he worked hard to bring the
concept of an Eligibility Review Officer forward with the knowledge
that it would be beneficial. Reports indicate that funds saved were
worthwhile of this position.

It was amended by Councillor McInroy, seconded by Councillor Mont:

"THAT Council give approval for the hiring of an additional social
service worker; that the Eligibility Review Officer be reinstated
to the originally intended duties; that the Eligibility Review
Officer report to Council on a regular basis; and that the
Province be requested to cost-share for this additional person.”

Councillor Fralick expressed support for the motion; if there is the
caseload, the extra employee should be hired. The best way to solve a
problem is to be efficient, and hiring an additional employee will make
the system more efficient. He asked if there were a turn-around in the
economy if it would be possible to lay off staff. Mr. Meech replied
such employees receive permanent status, but if circumstances did reach
a point where this would be necessary, nothing restricts the Municipal-
ity from laying people off. However, due to the size of the depart-
ment, the caseload has continued to grow or at least be maintained. If
there was not sufficient work activity for employees, there are ways of
dealing with that.

Councillor Deveaux advised he would be voting against the amendment.
He stated he did not agree when the proposal first came forward to hire
the Eligibility Review Officer. At that time, Mr. Mason felt this
position was not necessary. He felt the Social Services Department do
the best possible job, and if the Eligibility Review Officer serves a
better purpose with a caseload, he should be doing that. Councillor
Deveaux commended the Social Services Department for giving the
Eligibility Review Officer a caseload instead of 1looking for another
employee earlier. He agreed with Mr. Meech that the population in
Halifax County is increasing and with that and other circumstances, it
is only logical to expect a larger social assistance caseload. He felt
there will always be two or three percent that beat any system under
the democratic system of government. Councillor Deveaux concluded he
would not support additional staff to the Social Services Department.

Councillor C. Baker expressed concern about the Eligibility Review
0fficer being reinstated to his original position. He asked if the
existing Eligibility Review Officer ever submitted any reports of
findings of abuse of the system. Councillor C. Baker informed he heard
from the outside the he had found abusers of the system, and they were
- made to pay back. However, he felt Councillors should be made aware of
such information from County staff. He also asked why district
recipients of welfare are not posted as they were in the past.

Mr. Meech informed he initiated this change because he felt such
information was not comparable with anything. The format was changed
to give a better understanding of what the <caseloads are, what
categories they are, etc. to be compared on a time basis. He stated
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the information on a district basis could be made available by asking
Social Services staff for it. Councillor C. Baker asked if he has
authority to ask Mr. Mason who receives assistance from his district.
Mr. Meech informed the Municipality is not permitted to publicize the
names of welfare recipients. However, if a Councillor wanted to have a
confidential meeting with the district worker, he would share the in-
formation verbally. He stated it is federal legislation that does not
allow the information to be publicized, and he felt a staff person giv-
ing out such information could be subject to disciplinary measures. He
suggested Councillor C. Baker speak to Mr. Mason privately.

Councillor P. Baker questioned the intent of the sub-committee estab-
lished by the Executive Committee. He also asked if the sub-committee
has to have approval from Council. Warden MacKenzie replied the
Executive Committee has the authority to appoint such sub-committees.

Councillor Reid informed the Executive Committee were concerned about
the increasing caseload, and they wanted to look for a method to de-
crease it. Although some people believe this sub-committee is infring-
ing upon people's rights, this is not the intent of the committee.
Members of this sub-committee would like to identify the percentage of
employable people presently on the caseload who can utilize skills of
any kind to be an effective member of the community. The sub-committee
is looking for a manner to give these people more self-esteem and main-
tain their dignity. These people can be given their money each month
with an offer as to how they can contribute to their community. He
concluded the sub-committee is not in the position to be making recom-
mendations within the next few months; it may take a year or more.

Councillor P. Baker felt some Councillors were acting as a group of
vigilantes. There will always be poor people. He asked if accusers of
abuse of the system could find such proof. Councillor P. Baker felt
the staff in the Social Services Department is very capable with a
reputable Director and Assistant Director. He stated  welfare
recipients live under the poverty line, and they do not have opportun-
ities others do. He also questioned the expertise of Council Members
to be sitting and taking action on the sub-committee. Councillor P.
Baker stated that information about people receiving social assistance
is confidential between the Social Services Department and the individ-
ual concerned, and should some information be given to Councillors on a
confidential basis, it must be remembered the information is confiden-
tial. He concluded there is a need for another worker, as the only
means of controlling costs. Warden MacKenzie stated the sub-committee
is looking for ways to combat the increasing caseload, whether it be
methods of getting people back to work, or 1looking to the federal
government for assistance. The purpose of the sub-committee is not to
get at the recipients of social assistance who truly need it.
Councillor P. Baker felt the sub-committee is nothing but a vigilante
group because the members are not trained in the field of social work.
He concluded the sub-committee is an insult to the Social Services
Department. Warden MacKenzie clarified that Mr. Mason approached the
Executive Committee for assistance, and the sub-committee is working
with the Social Services Department.
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