COUNCIL SESSION 16 TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1989

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES - COUNCILLOR BALL

Councillor Ball expressed concern that several communities within the
Municipality are talking about separating from the County of Halifax, and he
felt part of the problem is the lack of direction and goals/objectives. He
noted that it was the intention to establish a mission statement and goals and
objections after the Think Tank Session, but this has never been followed upon,
and he suggested that a committee be established to work on this.

Warden Lichter suggested that a meeting of the Committee of the Whole be
arranged first, and if a committee must be created, it can be done at that
meeting. He suggested that this meeting of the Committee of the Whole be held
on June 27, 1989, all day.

There was some discussion concerning the date for the meeting. Several Members
of Council expressed objection to holding an all day session, stating they are
losing time from their jobs.

Warden Lichter asked that this matter be added to the next agenda for further
discussion, and at that time another date might be suggested.

Councillor Deveaux advised that one member of the Board of Management for Ocean
View Manor has complained that she is only receiving half of what she formerly
received before the change to the method of payment. He felt this should be
further investigated and remedied.

Warden Lichter advised that he looked at the report for March, April, and May,
and the average payment was only $40 less per month for the individual
Councillor Deveaux has referred to. He stated if this Committee is increased
to the next category for method of payment, the individual in question will get
approximately $3 more per month.

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Baker:

"THAT the stipend for the Board of Management for Ocean View
Manor be increased to the next category, whereby the pay will
be $1,000 plus $300 for the chairperson."

Warden Lichter advised that this change will require a by-law amendment, and
the change will not be effective until the Minister of Municipal Affairs signs
the amendment.

Councillor MacKay expressed concern about making this amendment with haste. He
noted that the new method of payment was to be implemented for a period of one
year before it is to be re-evaluated, and before any changes are made, the
workload and scheduling of this committee should be compared to others.
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Councillor Fralick felt the Board of Management for Ocean View Manor and the
Library Board should be increased to the next category for method of payment
because lengthy meetings are held twice per month.

Councillor Merrigan felt the matter should be referred to the Executive
Committee, He stated it is better to look at the effects of this change in
payment continuously, rather than starting to investigate the ramifications
after one full year. Councillor Ball agreed.

Warden Lichter advised that he has closely scrutinized the results of the
change in method of payment over the past three months, and some committees
were re-rated when the process was changed, although Ocean View Manor was not
one. He stated an exemption from the entire system for one person who does
not even serve as a Council appointment is not warranted, and he asked Council
to give the system a fair chance to work before making changes. However, he
stated there is nothing wrong with requesting that this committee be re-
examined.

Councillor Ball agreed that the commitment to stick to this program for one
year should be upheld, but he felt the Executive Committee should investigate
this one committee to determine if there are any injustices.

It was moved by Councillor Ball, seconded by Councillor Poirier:

"THAT the stipend for the Board of Management for Ocean View
Manor be referred to the Executive Committee for further
investigation and consideration."

MOTION CARRIED

: (1lor:s Sglatitak Lal 4 Riaal

Councillor Bates advised that at a recent meeting of the Cole Harbour/Westphal
Service Commission there was much concern about the safety on Halifax County
lakes and beaches. It was suggested that the County does not provide the same
level of safety as the Cities of Halifax and Dartmouth. He advised that there
is much confusion with regard to which government body (provincial or
municipal) is responsible for providing supervision on beaches, although the
Red Cross administers the supervision program.

It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor Richards:

"THAT the Halifax County Recreation Department do a comparison
of the safety on Halifax County lakes and beaches with those in
the Cities of Halifax and Dartmouth and provide recommendations
as deemed appropriate;

ALSO THAT a letter be written to the Province requesting that
they provide Halifax County Council with up-to-date information
regarding their review of supervision on lakes and beaches and
specifically outline what they intend to do differently this
summer than in the past."

MOTION CARRIED
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Hard Licl s Haiis : T it C :
Warden Lichter asked for volunteers to sit on the Transit Committee, which was
established at a recent Council Session. The following members agreed to serve
on the Transit Committee:

Councillor Merrigan

Councillor Bates

Councillor Ball

Councillor Smiley
Councillor Horne

ADDITION OF ITEMS TO THE AGENDA FOR JUNE 20, 1989

Councillor Baker - Senior Citizen's Housing

Councillor Poirier - Recycling Program

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Councillor Boutilier, seconded by Councillor Baker:

"THAT this Session of Council adjourn.”
MOTION CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.



COUNCIL SESSION

TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1989

PRESENT WERE: Warden Lichter
Councillor Meade
Councillor Poirier
Councillor Fralick
Councillor Baker
Councillor Ball
Councillor Bates
Councillor Adams
Councillor Randall
Councillor Bayers
Councillor Smiley
Councillor Reid
Councillor Horne
Councillor Merrigan
Councillor Morgan
Councillor Eisenhauer
Councillor MacDonald
Councillor Boutilier
Councillor MacKay
Councillor Sutherland
Councillor Richards
Deputy Warden McInroy
Councillor Cooper

ALSO PRESENT: Mr. K.R. Meech, Chief Administrative Officer
Mr. G.J. Kelly, Municipal Clerk
Mr. R.G. Cragg, Municipal Solicitor

SECRETARY: Glenda Hill

Warden Lichter called the Council Session to order at 6 p.m. with the Lord's
Prayer. Mr. Kelly called the Roll.

1t was moved by Councillor Boutilier, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:

"THAT Glenda Hill be appointed Recording Secretary."
MOTION CARRIED

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Ball:
"THAT the minutes of the Public Hearing, May 8, 1989, be

approved as circulated."
MOTION CARRIED

It was moved by Councillor Meade, seconded by Councillor Horne:
"THAT the minutes of the Council Session, May 16, 1989, be

approved as circulated."
MOTION CARRIED
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It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Cooper:
"THAT the minutes of the Special Council Session, May 18, 1989,

be approved as circulated."
MOTION CARRIED

LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Mini £ T ; i g fe e

Mr. Kelly reviewed this item of correspondence regarding the take over of Frog
Lake Road.

It was moved by Councillor Boutilier, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received.”
MOTION CARRIED

Mini £ Municipal Affai
Mr. Kelly advised that this letter from the Minister acknowledges receipt of
all required documents with regard to the Municipal Development Plan and Land
Use By-law for the Timberlea/Lakeside/Beechville area.

It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Richards:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Attorney Geperal, Provipce of Nova Scotia
Mr. Kelly reviewed this item of correspondence supporting a property tax
exemption for the Eastern Shore Wildlife Association, and he advised that staff

is now reviewing the request.

It was moved by Councillor Horne, seconded by Councillor Ball:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Mr. Kelly reviewed this item of correspondence and referred to an attached copy
of correspondence to Mr. Margeson from the Minister of the Environment.

It was moved by Councillor Merrigan, seconded by Councillor Cooper:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED
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Mr. Kelly reviewed this letter.

It was moved by Councillor Sutherland, seconded by Councillor MacKay:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received.”
MOTION CARRIED

Councillor Eisenhauer asked when the Committee will be established to discuss
the operation of the Mill Cove sewage treatment plant. He also felt that Mr.
Margeson's concerns should also be addressed by that committee, and that the
problem with Woodbine Mobile Home Park should be considered both as a health
issue and financially.

There was some discussion about the formation of the Committee to discuss the
operation of this plant. It was noted that this issue was earlier referred to
the Sackville Community Committee, and several felt this committee would be the
best body to deal this issue.

Councillor MacKay informed that he cannot support the terms of reference as
suggested by the Town of Bedford in previous correspondence. He stated there
is concern about serviceable boundaries, future expansicn, etc., and the terms
of reference for this committee must be ratified by both Councils.

It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor Boutilier:

"THAT Halifax County Council endorse the Sackville Community
Committee to serve on the Joint Committee with the Town of
Bedford regarding the operation of the Mill Cove sewage
treatment plant, and that the first meeting be arranged to
discuss the terms of reference for this joint committee, to be
ratified by both Halifax County Council and the Town of Bedford
Council."

MOTION CARRIED

Dartmouth Parent Support Group

Mr. FKelly reviewed this item of correspondence, requesting support for the
Stepping Stone Program.

It was moved by Councillor Horne, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

Warden Lichter requested staff to determine if this program was supported when
grants to organizations were approved, and to report back to Council in this
regard.
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Mini £ Touri | Cul

Mr. Kelly reviewed this item of correspondence regarding the success of Sea
Sell '89.

It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor Meade:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor Adams:

"THAT a response be sent to the Minister of Tourism and
Culture, as prepared by Councillor Bates, regarding safety on
beaches throughout the Province, the letter to be signed by
Councillor Bates and Warden Lichter.”

MOTION CARRIED

N | o, T

Councillor MacKay inquired about the impact on the various tourist associations
at the municipal level as a result of the federal government not renewing the
tourism agreement with the Province of Nova Scotia. Warden Lichter advised
that he is not aware of the full impact, and he suggested that staff could be
asked to report in this regard.

It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor Richards:

"THAT staff be directed to report to Council regarding the
impact on the various tourist associations at the municipal
level as a result of the federal government not renewing the
tourism agreement with the Province of Nova Scotia."

MOTION CARRIED

Mr. FKelly reviewed the correspondence from Mr. Broomfield expressing
appreciation for financial support and requesting a meeting with Warden Lichter
to discuss the work of this Association and the Metropolitan Area Tourist
Association.

It was moved by Councillor Bayers, seconded by Deputy Warden McInroy:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Meade:

"THAT Mr. Broomfield of the Antigonish-Eastern Shore Tourist
Association and Mr. Cross of the Metropolitan Area Tourist
Association be invited to a special Council Session to discuss
the work of the two associations.”

MOTION CARRIED
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National Farm Safetv Week
It was moved by Councillor Adams, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:

"THAT the week of July 25 to 31, 1989 be declared National Farm
Safety Week in Halifax County."
MOTION CARRIED

N N
od W, i i v
Warden Lichter reviewed the content of this correspondence.
It was moved by Councillor Horne, seconded by Councillor Ball:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received.,”
MOTION CARRIED

Deputy Warden McInroy referred to correspondence he received from McInnes,
Cooper & Robertson regarding the same subject matter. He reviewed the letter,
advising that Clayton Developments Limited withdraws from its right to be heard
at the public hearing on July 17, 1989, and that they will submit a new
application in accordance with the procedure as established by the Planning
Department.

It was moved by Deputy Warden McInroy, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:
"THAt this item of correspondence be received."

Councillor Cooper questioned if an identical application can be submitted once
the request has been denied by Council. He stated Clayton Developments Limited
has given wup their right to a second public hearing, and they should not be
permitted to make an identical application again. He asked that a copy of this
correspondence be circulated to all Members of Council. Warden Lichter argued
that anybody has the right to make an application to the Planning Department,
and Council will have the right to approve or refuse it.

Councillor Cooper felt accepting the same application 1is only a means of
reconsidering Council's previous decision without a motion of reconsideration,
and he asked if it is 1legal. “~Mr. Cragg responded that Clayton Developments
Limited have the right to apply with an identical application, and Council is
obliged to deal with the application through the normal course of events; it
is not deemed to be reconsideration.

MOTION CARRIED
It was moved by Councillor Adams, seconded by Councillor Cooper:

"THAT the public hearing for Clayton Developments Limited,
scheduled for July 17, 1989, be cancelled."

L
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Councillor Sutherland inquired about the procedure to advise Cox, Downie &
Goodfellow of this change. Warden Lichter informed that Mr. Kelly would advise
them that the public hearing has been cancelled, and that a new application
will be submitted, which will follow the mnormal procedure. Deputy Warden
McInroy added that a copy of the letter from McInnes, Cooper & Robertson has
been forwarded to Cox, Downie & Goodfellow.

MOTION CARRIED

It was clarified that the second public hearing scheduled for July 17, 1989
will be held.

Department of Housing

Mr. Kelly reviewed this correspondence regarding family housing units in the
Sackville and Beaverbank area.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:

"THAT this item of correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED

It was moved by Councillor Boutilier, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:
"THAT the Department of Housing be advised that Halifax County
is supportive of the proposed location for family housing units

in the Sackville and Beaverbank area."
MOTION CARRIED

N Scoria Muhictina® B ! \ 1 af L (2t hitia ot .
gtlantie {of 1ot et

Mr. Kelly advised that this is the formal notice of the decision of the
Municipal Board with regard to this appeal.

It was moved by Councillor Adams, seconded by Councillor Fralick:
"THAT the notice regarding the Municipal Board decision

concerning Atlantic Nurseries Limited be received.”
MOTION CARRIED

sackville C ; c 5 M : D
Mr. Kelly reviewed this item of correspondence requesting Council not to
schedule other meetings on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month as it is
the scheduled meeting day for the Sackville Community Committee.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:

"THAT this correspondence be received."
MOTION CARRIED
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Councillor Poirier introduced Mr. Robert Fall, who was in attendance to make a
presentation regarding the poor level of transit service offered in the
Timberlea/Lakeside/Beechville area.

Mr. Fall explained the difficulties with the transit service in District 2,
including a recent change to the schedule, which now makes it more difficult to
accommodate users. He stated the half-hour service has been reduced to hourly,
and it appears that ridership has increased as a result, but in reality the
numbers have only increased because the routes are doubled up. He stated most
users of transit have adapted to the new scheduled, but it is not convenient,
which the root of the problem of low ridership.

Mr. Fall stated the power of this Council is needed to persuade the
Metropolitan Authority of this problem. The service certainly does not
accommodate many people who work in the service industry with earlier hours,
nor does it accommodate those who work shifts or part time, He continued that
the geography of the area puts District 2 closer to the metropolitan area than
parts of Bedford, Sackville, Cole Harbour, and Eastern Passage. There is new
development in the area, and it continues to grow; this growth must be
supported by adequate transportation service.

Mr, Fall compared transit service to a new road. He explained how development
proceeds along a new road once it 1is constructed, and he suggested that
development will also proceed where there is transit service to accommodate the
people. He stated Metro Transit is the road of future growth and prosperity in
District 2, and the County and Metro Transit must provide the leadership to
support this growth.

Mr. Fall stated Bedford and Sackville, as well as other areas enjoy full
transit service, and District 2 should, as well. He stated the service in
District 2 was only implemented for seven months before it was changed, which
is confusing to the people., He stated better service is needed to accommodate
the youth and young adults in the area because they are presently denied the
benefits of the metro area due to the lack of transportation. He felt it is
the general consensus in the area that a small increase to the tax for transit
would not meet much opposition.

Warden Lichter thanked Mr. Fall for his presentation, and asked if copy could e
forwarded to the Metropolitan Authority. He felt it was a strong presentation,
and Council should endorse it and sent it to the Metropolitan Authority in an
effort to persuade them to provide the service sought.

Several Councillors clarified the hours of service with Mr. Fall. He advised
that hourly service is provided during the peak hours in the morning and
afternoon, but there is no daytime, evening, or weekend service. He stated it
is not only required for workers, but also for people who want to use the
services offered in Halifax.

There was much discussion concerning the authority of the Municipality with
regard to transit and the lack of service by the Metropolitan Authority.
Several Members of Council commented on how the transit service in District 2
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has been implemented to accommodate the two Halifax Industrial Parks, and it is
not serving the residents of the area who are paying for it.

Councillor Poirier agreed, stating ridership cannot increase because the

service is not provided. She advised that the residents of District 2 pay
$104,000 to Metro Transit per year, and the residents are not getting the
service they are paying for. She suggested a paratransit system that will

feed into the main system should be given strong consideration; she stated some
area willing to pay more for better service.

It was moved by Councillor Poirier, seconded by Councillor Adams:

"THAT the County be directed to endeavour to find a means to
implement paratransit service to connect to the main transit
system within the City of Halifax."

Warden Lichter suggested that this should be investigated by the new transit
system for investigation. He advised that the Metropolitan Authority has cut
paratransit from their schedule for 1989 due to budget restraints.

There was further discussion concerning the responsibility of the Metropolitan
Authority to provide transit service and whether or not the newly formed
Transit Committee should investigate the feasibility of paratransit.

Councillor Poirier and Councillow Adams agreed to amend the motion to read:
"THAT the matter of paratransit be referred to the Tramsit
Committee for consideration and investigation in terms of
establishing a system that will connect to the main transit

system within the City of Halifax."
MOTION CARRIED

PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report and recommendation regarding this application.
It was moved by Councillor Sutherland, seconded by Councillor Smiley:
"THAT Lot GD-X of the Estate of Dorothea Jackson be granted
approval under the Undersized Lot Legislation and that a public
hearing regarding this application be scheduled for July 4,
1989 at 7 p.m."
MOTION CARRIED

Nov. i icipa

Mr. Kelly reviewed the memorandum from the Director of Planning and Development
regarding this matter.
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It was moved by Councillor Randall, seconded by Councillor Boutilier:

"THAT staff not proceed to appeal the decision of the Municipal
Board with regard to Atlantic Nurseries Limited on legal
grounds."

MOTION CARRIED

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

capital G cultupa] i R . 1 Faciliti

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report.

It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:
"THAT Council approve capital grants as requested, under the
cultural and recreational facilities policy, for the Porter's
Lake Community Association; the Springfield Lake Recreation
Association; and the Lake District Recreation Association.”

MOTION CARRIED

Requests for Grants

It was moved by Councillor Sutherland, seconded by Councillor Bates:
"THAT Council approve the following grants:

a) District Capital Grant, District 8 in the amount of $1,000
to support the "Small Child Crib" project for the East Preston
Day Care Centre;

b) District Capital Grant, District 13 in the amount of $2,500
for improvements to the Gay's River/Cooks Brook/Lake Egmont
fire hall;

¢) District Capital Grant, District 17 in the amount of $2,000
for a well for the Miller's Lake Homeowners Association; and

d) District Capital Grant, District 22 in the amount of $1,600
for two chain link fences at walkways between Stokil Drive and
Spinner Crescent and between Rankin Drive and the school
property."

MOTION CARRIED

N Y EX Vv
Expropriation, re Springfield Lake Road

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report of the Executive Committee.

Bk
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It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor MacDonald:

"THAT Council approve the counter-offer by Leon and Evangeline
Theriault for $1,000 for the expropriation of a portion of
their property for the upgrading of Springfield Lake Road, the
funds to be taken from the District 19 capital account.”

MOTION CARRIED

Mr. Kelly reviewed the report.
It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor Cooper:

"THAT Council approve the necessary cost-sharing for the
construction of sidewalks at Shore Road, Eastern Passage
(Norman's Lane to Ocean Lea Drive); Colby Drive, Cole Harbour
(Beck's Way to Grenadier Drive); Colby Drive, Cole Harbour
(Flagstone Drive to Grenadier Drive); Chameau Crescent, Cole
Harbour (Forest Hills Drive to the high school driveway);
Merrimac Drive, Cole Harbour (Arklow Drive to Silistria Drive);
and Montague Road, Westphal (Gander Avenue to Serpentine
Avenue)."

Councillor Richards expressed concern that none of the proposed sidewalks are
in his area, although his residents also pay taxes for sidewalks. He asked if
these projects will use all of the sidewalk funds in the Cole Harbour area in
1989, Mr. Meech was not certain, but he suggested that the proposed amount is
not a lot in comparison to what has been spent in other years. Mr. Meech
further advised that the MLA for the area is usually presented with a priority
list from the area Councillor, and his support is requested. He suggested if a
sidewalk is proposed that did not appear on the priority list, Council should
not support it.

Councillor Richards indicated that this further indicates the need for a
community council in Cole Harbour. He advised that he will support these
sidewalks, but he asked that Council give strong consideration to the next list
that comes forth.

Councillor Bates suggested that Councillor Richards speak to the area MLA. He

suggested that other sidewalks will be forthcoming, and hopefully District 23°

will be included.
MOTION CARRIED

Members of Council agreed to recess for five minutes. Warden Lichter re-called
the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY REPORT - COUNCILLOR MacDONALD
Councillor MacDonald advised that the Metropolitan Authority has approved a

position of Recycling Co-ordinator, and they will be seeking a location to
dispose of materials. He informed that the Minister of the Environment is
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interested in this position and the program, and the Department will be paying
one-half of the salary for this position for the first year. He also advised
that there may be such a position approved at the Provincial level in the
future.

Councillor MacDonald next advised that the Metropolitan Authority received a
report from consultants with regard to the landfill site; they are seeking a
new community to host a mew landfill site, as well as a Committee to organize
the closing of the existing landfill site.

Councillor MacDonald advised that Cliff Moir has been re-appointed as Chairman
of the Metropolitan Authority for a one year term, and the contract and policy
for this position will be reviewed during that time period.

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Randall:

"THAT the Metropolitan Authority report be received."
MOTION CARRIED

RESOLUTT CKVILLE/BEAVERBANK ADVISORY BOARD

Mr. Kelly advised that the Council passed a motion in July, 1981 recognizing
the Sackville/Beaverbank Advisory Board as the consultative and advisory body
in Sackville, and that the Board is to be supplied with a grant from the
Sackville area to cover the operating cost of the Board. He informed that the
Sackville Community Committee By-law has been approved by the Department of
Municipal Affairs, and the Sackville/Beaverbank Advisory Board should be
formally disbanded in support of the Sackville Community Committee.

It was moved by Councillor MacKay, seconded by Councillor Sutherland:
"THAT the Council resolution of July 21, 1981 concerning the
Sackville/Beaverbank Advisory Board be rescinded."

MOTION CARRIED
Y-LAW A BY-LAW C N_VIEW NOR

It was moved by Councillor Randall, seconded by Councillor Cooper:
"THAT Council approve the amendments to the By-law Respecting
Ocean View Manor as outlined in the report."

MOTION CARRIED

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA
t, re r Tax -law

Warden Lichter advised that Council now has the ability to amend the Deed

Transfer Tax By-law to increase the Deed Transfer Tax from 1 percent to 1.25
percent.
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It was moved by Councillor Richards, seconded by Deputy Warden McInroy:

"THAT Council approve amendments to the Deed Transfer Tax By-
law to reflect an increase in the Deed Transfer Tax from 1
percent to 1.25 percent."

Councillor Merrigan felt there should be a period of time before this is
implemented in order that the public can be notified of this increase.
Councillor Morgan agreed.

Mr. Meech advised that the budget was prepared on the basis that the increased

tax would be effective for six months. However, construction has increased

over 1988 figures, and the prime construction time is still forthcoming. He
added that this amendment will require approval of the Minister of Municipal
Affairs, although it was the intention to request him to deal with this
expeditiously.

Councillor Richards and Deputy Warden McInroy agreed to amend the motion to
read:

"THAT Council approve amendments to the Deed Transfer Tax By-
law to reflect an increase in the Deed Transfer Tax from 1
percent to 1.25 percent, effective August 1, 1989 and that the
public be notified of this amendment."

Several Members of Council felt the first of August would not allow enough time
to notify the public. Councillor MacKay advised that some closings are already
arranged for August, and the purchasers may have budgeted for a 1 percent Deed
Transfer Tax; the additional 0.25 percent may be a problem for some,
particularly first time home buyers. He stated he is against the amendment
because many closing take 45 to 60 days; although he would support it, if it
were effective September 1.

Councillor Richards inquired about the length of time for closinés. Mr. Cragg
responded that they normally take between 30 and 60 days, with the emphasis on
30 days, and the mid-point being 45 days.

Councillor Richards and Deputy Warden McInroy agreed to amend the motion to
read:

"THAT Council approve amendments to the Deed Transfer Tax By-
law to reflect an increase in the Deed Transfer Tax from 1
percent to 1.25 percent, effective September 1, 1989 and that
the public be notified of this amendment."

MOTION CARRIED

There was a brief discussion regarding notification of this amendment to the
public. Mr. Kelly was asked to assure that proper advertisement of this
amendment takes place and to notify the Nova Scotia Barristers Society and the
Real Estate Association.
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would like to see the size of Council reduced, and the geographic areas
redistributed accordingly.

It was moved by Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor Baker:

"THAT the Redistribution Committee work with staff to explore
the possibility of Halifax County Council being decreased to 14
representatives and report back to Council.™"

Councillor Baker advised that he supports the motion on the basis that
Sackville is over-represented and other areas and under-represented.

Warden Lichter advised that Council would be decreased to almost nothing if
they were only paid $1 for their services. He stated he is not ashamed of
getting paid for his work, and Members of Council should not be ashamed either.
He stated he is not happy with the resolution because the result would be a
workload that many Councillors could not handle, especially those who hold full
time jobs in addition to being a Councillor.

Councillor Boutilier advised that he has a very heavy workload, and he is
trying to live up to the expectations of those people who elected him. He
advised that many people he has spoken to would not be willing to give up any
of their representation. During the recent election, the residents of
Sackville were told they were getting more representation, and this should be
upheld. He stated if his workload as a Councillor became any heavier, he would
have to resign; although he is very fortunate as a teacher, others are not as
fortunate.

Councillor Boutilier continued that he was elected to represent the people of
Sackville, which is what the people wanted as better representation from the
Municipality, and cutting that would be selling the people short! He concluded
that all have the same right to be represented no matter where they live.

Councillor Merrigan commented that you only get what you pay for, and it
Councillors were only paid $1, the people would not get very much

representation. He stated it has been proven that larger groups can generate
more and better ideas than a smaller group, although the process may take
longer. He stated Councillors work very hard and they are underpaid because

they want to represent the people, and local representation is important, as
well.

Councillor Eisenhauer stated there are two ways to manage government: as a
regional government or as a larger government, and at this time, the people are
looking for more autonomy and representation as a regional government, so it is
important to provide that representation; Halifax County is too large to cut
representation and do the job properly. '

Councillor Morgan responded that he is representing the people as he promised
he would; he told them he would keep tax dollars down, and if Council must be
cut to do so, he will fight for that. He stated budgets must be cut because
large increases will continue as the population grows.
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Warden Lichter advised that everyone is concerned about costs and budgets, but
it is well known that the Legislative budget only represents approximately 1
1/4 to 1 1/2 percent of the overall budget, and staff without the policy makers
would be a disaster. He stated that he has discussed the size of Halifax
County Council and the options in this regard with many people, and while
Halifax County Council may be one of the larger Councils, it is a good working
Council because everything that they set out to do is accomplished, even if it
means lengthy discussions. He stated if the people do not like their
representation, they will defeat that person out of Council during the next
election. At this time it 1is important to carry on the business of Halifax
County, and when it comes time for the next election, the people can determine
the number of Councillors they want.

MOTION DEFEATED

BLUE WATER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION - COUNCILLOR SMILEY

Councillor Smiley advised that Blue Water Development Association is the local
name for the association under the Community Futures Program of CEIC, which was
initially sponsored by the Eastern Shore Development Commission to address the
economic and social problems of District 11. She informed that the committee
was comprised of a cross section of the community with representation from
business, tourism, social services, education, development commissions, boards
of trade, CEIC, etc.

Councillor Smiley informed that the Community Futures Program has five options
of funding available. First, the Community Initiatives funds is available for
projects that would have a significant impact on the community. The education
and training option is available where education and training needs are
identified in the community. The relocation option relocates persons to
another are where employment 1is available. Fourth, the business development
centre 1is available to assist new and existing businesses which have been
turned down by traditional banking institutions, and fifth, the self-employment
options encourages recipients of social assistance or unemployment insurance
to start their own small business, where they are paid a sum of $181 per week
for one year while they begin their business.

Councillor Smiley continued that when and if a committee identifies opportunity
in the community, an application is made to access these options on the basis
of first come, first serve, and those Community Futures Committees who have
done their homework and identified their opportunities can apply, if there is
money left under these options. She stated it is under all of these options
where the money really 1is; the Community Futures Committees do not have
millions of dollars to play with.

Councillor Smiley advised of a grant request from Blue Water Development
Association for $750 towards a feasibility study for a gold mining museum in
Tangier. She informed that the grant.was not approved because when it was
considered somebody informed the Committee that the Blue Water Development
Agency just received $11 million. Councillor Smiley stated if anybody believes
that the federal government handed out $11 million in case to Blue Water, they
would believe that Councillor Baker will someday be the mayor of Sackville.
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