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Mr. Meech responded Councillor Sayers was correct. He replied ne 
did not notice this either until he received his agenda. 
Councillor Bayers requested that this letter he removed from the 
Council agenda. 
Mr. Meech stated this letter was not mentioned as a Separate item 
and. there xqas no .action taken with respect to 'this particular 
aspect. 

Councillor Bayers reiterated this letter should not nave been 
included in the agenda. 

It was moved by Councillor Bayers, seconded by Councillor MacDonald 
"THAT the letter submitted by Mr. David Grace regarding the 
facility for federally sentenced women be deleted from the 
agenda.“ 

warden Lichter stated he wished to make Councillor Bayers aware 
that other individuals besides Council received the Council agenda 
in which this letter was included. 
Mr. Crooks stated the motion on the floor could be passed but he 
was uncertain if it would do anything with respect to this conflict 
as other individuals, besides Council, received the Council agenda. 
Mr. Meech asked if for the record, there was some Kind of 
resolution that Council could take to formally remove this from the 
record. 

Mr. Crooks advised Council could pass the resolution on the floor. 
MOTION CARRIED. 

HEM RANDUM R A A PARKLAND N RBAN AR AS - 
S Y T 

Mr. Kelly outlined the letter. He advised the Committee requested 
that Halifax County Council ask the Parks and Recreation Department 
to prepare a report addressing the development of a policy whereby 
abutting property owners could be given permission to maintain the 
green area adjacent to their properties. 
He advised the basis of such a policy would be a volunteer effort, 
encouraging residents to participate in the beautification of their 
neighborhood. Guidelines and restrictions would be required with 
the necessary assurances that the property owners would adhere to. 
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It was moved by Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor 
Eisenhauer 

"THAT Halifax County Council ask the Parks and Recreation 
Department to prepare a report addressing the development of 
a policy whereby abutting’ property’ owners could be given 
permission to maintain the green area adjacent to their 
properties." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

QOLE HARBOUR PLACE BUDGET - 1991/92 
It was moved by Councillor Richards, seconded by Counci lor 
Eisenhauer 

"THAT the Cole Harbour Place Budget 1991/92 be deferred to the 
westphal/Cole Harbour Community Committee for consideration." 

Councillor Cooper questioned the reason for deferral. 
Councillor Richards responded this item directly effected. the 
westphal/Cole Harbour communities. He stated it seemed to him this 
item fell in the same category as other areas dealt by the 
community as it related to area rates, etc. He felt this was the 
appropriate action to take. 
Mr. Meech stated it was his understanding the Community Committee 
had the benefit of this back in January in which it was discussed. 
Because there was no necessity for a specific area rate to cover 
the operation costs, there was no area rate set. He stated the 
reason why this was brought before Council was technically this 
facility was owned and operated by the Municipality. He stated 
Council had to endorse the budget. 
warden Lichter asked if Councillor Richards wished to withdraw the 
motion as individuals wished to speak on the issue. 

MOTION WITHDRAWN. 
Councillor Cooper felt the placement of the budget before Council 
was appropriate in its present form. He stated the budget‘s 
content had been discussed within the community by Councillors of 
the area. He stated if Councillor Richards wished to discuss this 
item, he could bring it before the Community Committee. 
It was moved by Bates, seconded by Councillor Cooper 

"THAT the Cole Harbour Place Budget for 1991/92 be accepted as 
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presented." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

POLICY RE BUDGETING TIME FRAME 
warden Lichter advised the doument provided in the agenda with 
respect to this matter was self explanatory. He advised the policy 
re budgeting time f*ame would go into effect for the fiscal year 
commencing April 1st, 1992. 

It was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor Fralicn 
"THAT the following budgeting time frame be approved: 

November 1st - The Budget Coordinator submits budget documents 
to internal departments and area rate 
organizations for the ensuing fiscal year. 

December 1st - Internal departments and area service 
organizations provide preliminary budget 
estimates to the Budget Coordinator. 

January 15th - Preliminary internal department and area 
service budget estimates for all operations 
assembled and reviewed by Budget Coordinator 
and submitted to Chief Administrative Officer 
for consideration. 
Chief Administrative Officer's review process 
complete and proposed internal departments and 
area services budgets submitted to Council for 
consideration. 

February 15th — 

April 1st - All budgets and tax rates approved for the 
ensuing fiscal year. 

warden Lichter questioned if Staff could stick to this policy. 
Mr. Meech responded this was the intent. He stated the reason they 
wanted this formally adopted as a policy of Council was because 
they would now be communicating to those required to develop their 
budgets. He stated this would bring it to their attention that 
certain dates are required in which information has to be obtained 
if Halifax County Council is to fulfill it. warden Lichter advised 
he would assist in any way with respect to this matter. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
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DEPA T T F OUSING - TWO FAMILY 0 ING 5 

Mr. Kelly advised the Department of Housing were requesting Council 
to approve the construction of two family housing units. 
Councillor Boutilier asked what these units would be used for. 

Mr. Meech responded this would be used for family housing as 
opposed to senior citizen housing. He stated there would be a list 
where individuals had to qualify to be placed in this housing. 
Councillor Boutilier asked if this housing was for lower income 
households. 
Mr. Meech responded that was correct. 
It was moved by Councillor Boutilier, seconded by’ Councillor 
MacDonald 

"THAT Council approve construction of two family housing units 
with the Provincial Government paying the full Capltai cost 
and operating losses being shared ?5% by the Federal 
Government, 12.5% by the Provincial Government and tne 
remaining 12.5% by the Municipality of the County of Haliiax." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

LIF C A ING COMM E 
R T F A C TY N NG NTRE 

warden Lichter advised the letter included in the agenda with 
respect to this issue required that two or three representatives 
serve on the Planning Committee for the development of a Community 
Learning Centre. 
He advised this item was deferred from the previous Council 
session. 

It was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor 
MacDonald 

"THAT Councillor Boutilier be appointed to the Planning 
Committee for the Development of a Community Learning Centre." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Mclnroy 
"THAT Councillor Meade be appointed to the Planning Committee 
for the Development of a Community Learning Centre." 
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MOTION CARRIED. 
It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Richards 

"THAT Councillor MacDonald be appointed to the Planning 
Committee for the development of a Community Learning Centre.” 
MOTION CARRIED. 

t was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor 
-out'l1er I121 

I-I 

”THAT Councillor Cooper be appolnted to the Planning Committee 
for the development of a Community Learning Centre." 
COUNCILLOR COOPER DECLINED. 

It was moved by Councillor Bates, seconded by Councillor Mcznrey 
"THAT nominations cease." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Warden Lichter asked Mr. Kelly, Municipal Clerk, to advise the 
school Board accordingly. 

ADVANCE POLLS - flQflIQIEAL ELEQIIQE 
Mr. Kelly outlined the memorandum with respect to this matter. 
It was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor Smiley 

"THAT one advance poll be held on Tuesday, October 15th, 12:00 
noon - 8:00 p.m., and a second advance poll be held on 
Saturday, October 12th, 12:00 noon — 8:00 p.m." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

REPORT OF THE DEVELOPMEEE QEFIQER 
Mr. Kelly outlined the report. 
It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Harvey 

"THAT the report of the Development Officer be received." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

R A R T 

warden Lichter advised Council had advised that a satisfactory 
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Asset Purchase Agreement could be achieved, that the P.U.B would 
approve the transfer of the Utility to Halifax County, and that all 
conditions directed at the July 22, 1991 meeting can be met, to 
ratifcation of the approval of acceptance of the ownership and 
operation of tne Churchill water Utility by Halifax County. 
It was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor Snow 

"THAT a satisfactory Asset Purchase Agreement be achieved, 
that the P.U.B approve the transfer of the Utility to Halifax 
County, and that all conditions directed at the July 22, 1991 
meeting be met, to ratification of the approval of acceptance 
of the ownership and operation of the Churchill water Utility 
by Halifax County." 

Deputy warden Ball advised the principle with respect to tflls 
matter was passed July 22, 1991. He advised most Councillors 
received a letter from the Churchill Estates Homeowners Association 
with respect to this issue. He advised residents of the 
Association seemed very pleased. He advised from July 23, 1991 to 
this point and time, the water had not been turned off at all. Up 
until that day, the water was turned off once every day for 
approximately 6 months. He suggested that some of the recovery of 
the outstanding accounts receivable be obtained on a Lmer fee 
system which had been established. He stated he hoped in the 
future Halifax County would consider in putting water meters to 
individual homes in order to monitor the water. 
Mr. Crooks advised there was a form of agreement in which had been 
agreed upon in draft between the current owner of the Utility and 
the Municipality. He stated this had been reviewed and given a 
verbal approval. He stated he was uncertain if copies of that 
agreement had been made available. He felt it would be appropriate 
for Council to indicate approval and authorization for the 
Municipality to enter into the above mentioned purchase agreement 
as negotiated with the owner and approved by the Public Utilities 
Board. 

Deputy warden Ball assumed that the agreement to purchase assets 
was for 51.00. 

Mr. Crook replied that was correct. 
Deputy Warden Ball questioned if easements had been put in place. 
He advised there was one particular well of concern to him located 
on private property which was owned by Mr. Wolfe Perry. He 
questioned if Halifax County had the proper easements to maintain 
that particular well which was located on private property. 
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Mr. Meech responded yes. He advised Mr. Kelly had presented him 
with an additional report that had been prepared. He advised 
there were a number of specifications that needed to be resolved. 
He advised until that resolution was put forth, Halifax County 
would not recommend and execute those agreements. He advised there 
were three areas where some final resolution and agreements were 
required. 

Mr. Crooks advised he wished to point out that the agreement, once 
signed, remained subject to those matters being sorted out. He 
advised if they were not sorted out to the satisfaction or the 
Municipality, the agreement could be terminated. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

U A V W WAT R EN ION 

Mr. Kelly outlined the resolution with respect to Lakeview water 
Entension. 

Mr. Meech advised this was the necessary resolution under the By- 
law or legislation that allowed Halifax County Municipality to levy 
the capital charge fee to respectful property owners. 
It was moved by Councillor Snow, seconded by Councillor Horne 

"THAT for the purposes of By-law :58 of the Municipality of 
the County of Halifax, A By-law respecting the Charbe for 
water Service, and in particular for the purposes of Sections 
5,6, and 7 of By-law No. 58, it shall be the policy of Council 
that owners of real property shall be assessed a charge for a 
portion of the capital cost to the Municipality of the 
construction of the water main to which any building on the 
property is connected, and, if no building on the property is 
connected to a central water main, then the owner shall be 
assessed a portion of the capital cost to the Municipality of 
constructing the water main through the street on which the 
property fronts or abuts." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

CONTROL OF CATS - QQQHQILLQE Dfiflfiflflfi 
Councillor Deveaux advised this had been a controversial issue over 
the years. 

It was moved by Councillor Deveaux, seconded by Councillor Fralick 
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"THAT the Control of Cats - Councillor Deveaux issue be 
deferred to the first meeting in October pending as much. 
information as Mr. Crooks, Municipal solicitor, could obtain 
with respect to the control of cats.“ 
MOTION CARRIED. 

DISCUSSI A R - BUSINESS OCCUP CY TAX 
warden Licnter advised the recommendation from Mr. Meecn. with 
respect to this matter was that this issue be referred to the 
Executive Committee for a report and recommendation. 
It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor 
Fralick 

"THAT the Discussion Paper Respecting Business Occupancy Tax 
be deferred to the Executive Committee." 

Councillor Cooper stated this matter would effect the entire 
Municipality. He, therefore, felt a Committee of the whole meeting 
would be more appropriate. 
warden Lichter suggested that staff and the Finance Department 
conduct a study with respect to this matter preparing a report. 
Details of that study and report would be discussed at a Committee 
of the whole meeting. 
It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor 
Fralick 

"THAT the motion be amended as follows: 
"THAT Staff and the Finance Department prepare a report with 

respect to Business Occupancy Tax to be discussed at a 
Committee of the whole Meeting." 

MOTION AS AMENDED CARRIED. 

UEGENT QGENQA ITEfiS 
t W de - v‘ 

Deputy warden Ball stated it was his understanding the Department 
of Transportation & Communications had presently had monies in 
place to pave Oceanview Drive as suggested. 
It was moved by Deputy warden Ball, seconded by Councillor Fralick 
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"THAT a letter be forwarded to the Department of 
Transportation & Communications requesting paving of Oceanview 
Drive, Herring Cove, under the 15 year plan." 
MOTION CARRIED. 

2. Deputy warden Ball - Crosswalks 
Deputy warden Ball stated it was his understanding of the policy 
with respect to Crosswalhs that the Municipality made requests for 
painting crosswalxs and were responsible for those costs. He asked 
if that was correct. 

warden Licnter responded that was the way it should worh. 
Deputy warden Ball questioned what happened in the case where the 
crosswalk had been denied for painting by the Municipality, but the 
Department of Transportation & Communications went ahead for 
political reasons and painted it. He questioned if Halifax County 
paid the cost of painting this crosswalk in this circumstance. He 
stated if the Municipality did, he suggested that Halifax County 
not pay bills for crosswalks that the Municipality did not request 
to be painted. He felt if the DOT were willing to paint crosswalks 
in the middle of the Provincial Election, he hoped the crosswalks 
would be painted in every Municipal unit free of charge throughout 
all of Nova Scotia. He stated this should be communicated to the 
DOT. 

Mr. Meech stated the only ones the Municipality were prepared to 
pay for were the ones that Halifax County and DOT had an agreement 
with respect to the Municipality's responsibility to maintain. He 
stated the balance of those crosswalks the DOT billed the 
Municipality for, payment would be held off until an explanation 
received. 
It was moved by Deputy Warden Ball, seconded by Councillor 
MacDonald 

"THAT the Department of Transportation & Communications 
clarify their responsibility financially-wise with respect to 
the painting of crosswalks.” 

It was moved by Councillor Harvey that this item be deferred to 
September 3, 1991 session. No seconder. 

MOTION CARRIED. 
0 'ck - Land ' ‘tes 

Councillor Fralick advised he had received a letter today from a 
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group called the Bay Area residents opposing landfill sites. He 
advised at a public meeting on June 20, 1991, the Members of the 
Metropolitan Authority and their consultants suggested at that 
meeting that relative information might help them to eliminate 
suitable sites for a landfill in the St. Margaret's Bay area. He 
stated tons of work had been done with respect to this which was 
very costly. He stated monies for the excessive amount of 
travelling to Musquodoboit Harbour, cost of faxing, large number of 
long distance telephone calls to purchase many different types of 
maps, aerial photographs, rental of premises, automobile mileage_ 
printing and postage, secretarial supplies, were spent. Members of 
this group asked that their representative of County Counci; 
explore the possibility of financial assistance from Halifax 
County, the Metropolitan Authority and the Provincial Government to 
help defray these costs. 
It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Meade 

"THAT a copy of the letter submitted to Mr. Fralick by the Bay 
Area Residents Opposing Landfill Sites" be forwarded to the 
Metropolitan Authority for their comments.” 
MOTION DEFEATED. 

Councillor Boutilier stated he voted against this matter because he 
felt a dangerous precedent was being set. He stated the Councillor 
should use the District Activity Funds to help defray the cost. He 
stated regarding aerial photos, etc. he asked if Council had some 
price tag with respect to this. 
Councillor Fralick stated the Metropolitan Authority made these 
suggestions to the "BAROLS". He stated it was not the Councillors. 
Councillor Boutilier questioned the motion. 
Mr. Fralick replied the motion was that this matter be forwarded to 
the Metropolitan Authority. 
Councillor Eisenhauer stated if there was reasonable cause why a 
landfill site should not be located in the area, it should not be 
located there. He felt Halifax County should not be spending 
monies for other areas at this time. 

Councillor Bates felt this issue was already resolved. 
warden Lichter stated Council defeated sending the letter to 
Metropolitan Authority. 
It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Meade 
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"THAT a motion of reconsideration take place at the end of the 
meeting.” 

Counciilor Eisenhauer questioned why a motion of reconsideration 
was required as the matter had been dealt with. 

MOTION CARRIED . 

4. Councillor Meade - Landfill §;tg§ 
Councillor Meade advised quite some time ago, Municipal Council 
passed a motion opposed to the Metropolitan Authority finding a 
suitable landfill site in Halifax County. He advised when the 
first 19 sites were identified, three Councillors and the MLA from 
the Eastern Shore publicly opposed landfill sites in that area. He 
advised on August 13, 1991, 11 sites were identified, one on the 
Eastern Shore and seven on the South Shore. He stated the Council, 
once again, had expressed publicly opposition to any landfill site 
in the area. He advised he had received numerous telephone calls 
indicating he was not speaking out publicly against the landfill 
sites in St. Margaret's Bay. He stated they were saying every 
individual on the Eastern Shore was, why wasn't he. 
Councillor Bayers stated he was not wanting to put undue pressure 
on Councillor Meade. 
warden Lichter advised Councillor Meade, Fralick, and Eisenhauer 
met with the Bay Area Residents against Landfill a little over a 
week ago. He stated a very good meeting took place. He stated a 
good point brought up by Councillor Meade was if three or four 
Councillors in an area declared that there was not going to he a 
landfill site in his area, then nothing else is expected from 
Councillors but to take a similar stand so they would be on an 
equal footage. He stated there was nothing easier than that. He 
stated he could get the entire Council to declare a landfill site 
was not to be located anywhere in Halifax County. 
Councillor Poirier stated from past experience, she wanted to put 
a motion through with respect to this matter and was told she could 
not do so. 

Warden Lichter advised Councillor Meade was not making a motion. 

Councillor Poirier stated she wished to make Council aware she had 
a petition sent to the warden's Office to Metropolitan Authority 
from residents in her area also in opposition. 
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NOTIE . 

MQTION QE COE§IQEEAIION 
Councillor Fralick stated he wished to clarify the motion that the 
information would be forwarded to the Metropolitan Authority. 
It was moved by Councillor Fralick, seconded by Councillor Meade 

"THAT a copy of the letter submitted to Mr. Fralicx by the Bay 
Area Residents Opposing Landfill Sites" be forwarded to the 
Metropolitan Authority for their comments." 
MOTION OF RECONSIDERATION CARRIED. 

ll IN FAVOR. 
8 AGAINST. 

Councillor Boutilier felt Council were saying they were prepared to 
cost share Wltn respect to this matter. 
Councillor’ Morgan stated he heard Council was being asked to 
support this. He stated by forwarding this to Metropolitan 
Authority, Halifax County Council were endorsing payment. He 
stated the Metropolitan Authority would then request Halifax County 
to cost share. 
warden Lichter stated if Councillor Fralick or Councillor Meade 
would put a motion on the floor that the letter be passed to Mr. 
Kelly,. Mr. Kelly from the letter would consider what services had 
been rendered to Metropolitan Authority and indicate that this 
Council supported the idea that Metropolitan Authority examine 
whether or not they would be able to assist this group with the 
cost of those services. 
Councillor Richards suggested that the Municipal Solicitor advise 
of this decision as it was not the same context as the original 
motion. 

Mr. Crooks responded that was correct. He stated there would be 
some latitude because reconsideration 1S reconsideration not the 
just of the motion but of the matter. He stated the motion of 
reconsideration was to strictly reconsider a matter which had 
already been decided on. He stated Council could choose to look 
at the issue more widely if decided. 
Councillor Boutilier questioned why Councillor Fralick and 
Councillor Meade would not forward this to Metropolitan Authority 
on their own. 
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Councillor Fralick reiterated it was the Metropolitan Authority 
consultants who made the comment not this Council. 
warden Lichter stated when somebody says to somebody have a good 
time, that did not mean have a good time and bring the bill to me. 
He stated this was the only context the Metropolitan Authority 
consultants said to these people. 
Councillor Fralick questioned if Council wished to send this on to 
Metropolitan Authority or not. 
Councillor Reid suggested that Councillor Meade and Councillor 
Fralick write a covering letter to Metropolitan Authority advising 
the residents had approached them on this, and indicate they should 
deal with it. He did not feel Halifax County Council should deal 
with this request. He did not agree with paying these bills. 
Councillor Fralick stated he attended the FCM Conference in at 
John's, Newfoundland. He did not feel the residents created this 
situation. He stated he was not prepared to pay anything with 
respect to this. He stated Metropolitan Authority should pay the 
costs. 

-1 

Councillor Randall advised two to three committees were deaii.g 
with landfill sites in his community. He stated they paid their 
own costs. He stated if this was the way this would be handled at 
present, he would be looking, as well, for reimbursement. 
It was moved by Councillor Randall, seconded by Councillor Fralicn 

"THAT a copy of the letter submitted to Mr. Fralicx by the Bay 
Area Residents Opposing Landfill Sites" be forwarded to the 
Metropolitan Authority for their comments." 

Councillor Richards questioned the motion made. 
warden Lichter advised the motion for reconsideration succeeded. 
However, the same motion was brought back on the floor which 
Council was still debating. Therefore, Council was voting on the 
same motion that was on the floor before. 
Mr. Crooks stated if Council wished to put the same motion on the 
floor at present, and revote, that was fine. 

MOTION WITHDRAWN. 
Councillor Fralick advised he would speak with Mr. Meade and they 
would forward the letter to Metropolitan Authority as Councillors 
from the area. He stated this issue was certainly not over. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Counclllor Harvey, 

TIME OF ADJOURNMENT: 

.A6 

46 AUGUST 20, 

tnat the meeting adjourn. 
9:10 13,111. 
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SPECIAL COUNCLL SESSION 
August 26. l99l 

PRESENT WERE: 

ALSO PRESENT: 

DISCUSS ON PA 

warden Lichter 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 

Meade 
Poirier 
Fralicx 
Bates 
Adams 
Randall 
Boutilier 
smiley 
Reid 
Horne 
Merrigan 
Morgan 
Snow 
Eisennauer 
MacDonald 
Harvey 
Richards 
Cooper 
Mclnroy 

G. J. Kelly, Municipal Clerk 
Alan DlCKSOD, Municipal Solicitor 
K. S. Wilson, Director of Finance 

- USINESS OCCUPANCY TAX 
warden Lichter advised that a report was now available from start 
regarding the Business Occupancy Tax and he had received a lettei 
from the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities urging tne County to 
take a position and forward it to them by September l5, l99l at tne 
latest. 

The discussion was led by Mr. Wilson, Director of Finance. A copy 
of the document prepared by the Department of Municipal Affairs had 
been circulated previously and Mr. Wilson had prepared a report in 
summary. With regard to background information, he advised tnat 
one of the main concerns of many Municipal units was to assure all 
taxes are a lien on real property. Presently Business Occupancy 
Tax is not a lien on property as it is assessed to the occupant of 
the commercial space. The discussion paper proposes ways to 
eliminate the business occupancy assessment and tax, in its present 
form. 

Mr. Wilson noted there were two suggested options in the discussion 
paper. one was to eliminate the business occupancy assessment 
completely; therefore, all otner assessment would have to cover the
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revenue. This could he done by increasing the commercial tax rate 
or increasing both commercial and residential tax rates. 

At this time, Councillor Mclnroy declared a Conflict 
and removed himselr from the Chambers.

0 # T —-—_—-Co L intclfot 

Mr. Wilson continued that the second option was to change the 
of the assessment from Business Occupancy Tax to Business Tax 
have it be a lien on the real property and be collected by the 
property owner trom those who occupied the property. Th 
assessment of the Business Tax would he calculated on the 
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of that where the average of around 40% would be assessed r 
properties. Mr. Wilson advised that right now the Bus 
Occupancy Tax 15 not charged if the property is vacant so 
would then have to be some mechanism put in so the property 
could apply for a credit for vacancies. 
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Also put forth in the discussion paper were some 
difficulties. If the Business occupancy Tax were eli'- 
completely, then the amount would have to be recovere~ the property except that the property owner would do it. Howev

, 

when the rent was increased for some in the 25% category, they 
would then be paying a little more and those in the 75% category 
would be paying a little less but the total dollars would he 
collected. The elimination of the Business Occupancy Tax would 
change the uniform assessment calculations used by the province to: 
grants and funding. The net cost of this to the county would be 
$683,000. 
Councillor Bates asked what exactly seemed to be the problem with 
the system now. He said this would put quite a burden on the 
people who own buildings and have to be responsible for collecting 
all of this tax and it may impose some hardships on them. 
Mr. Wilson replied that because the Business Occupancy Tax is not 
a lien on the property, it is necessary to go through the courts. 
Councillor Bates then asked how much of the Business Occupancy Tax 
was not being collected. Mr. Wilson replied that it was somewhere 
between S70-100,000 per year. Business Occupancy Tax constitutes 
3.5 million dollars a year so the amount was really insignificant. 
Mr. Wilson said there was a lot of effort involved for the 
Assessment Department because they had to find out what businesses 
have started, stopped, report back and so on and there was a 
tremendous amount of paperwork involved. The Union of Nova Scotia 
Municipalities itself had passed a Resolution asking the province 
to look into this because it was not a lien on the property. 
Councillor Bates said his point was that it was such an 
insignificant portion uncollected that he did not see it being a 
really big issue. He said he felt that the way it was being
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collected now was much easier on the landlord and he did not see 
the benefits or what was being proposed. 
Councillor Morgan wondered if anybody had brought up the 
business and property owner's side. The concern in this 
occurs when they are both the property owner and the occupant. ; 

asked if anybody had written or petitioned Mr. Wilson, UNSM or tn 
province directly as there was nothing in the report to indicat 
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that small business, which bears the largest tax burden or 
province, was concerned about double taxation when they are . 

property owner and the occupant. Mr. Wilson replied that he had a 
correspondence on this matter but he knew that :his had been 
concern or small business but, if the Occupancy Tax is eliminate 
completely, then the revenue generated would have to come : ' 

someplace else. 
Councillor Morgan stated that, all through his association with *3- 
numoer or business people in the Sacxville districts, the conc--" 
is that the Business Occupancy Tax - when they are the property 
owner - is causing a severe hardship and this proposal from UNSM 
just further aggravates the situation. 

~~ 

Councillor Meade referred to financial institutions paying ?5h and 
25% ror small business. He asked, if change was implemented, . 

much the 25% for small business would increase. Mr. Wilson repii 
that it would depend on the methodology which was used. It coui 
mean they would be paying 40% instead of 25%. Those that were ?5 
would be paying 40%. He said this was because if tnere was no 
assessment, when the tax rate is set, then the commercial rates 
would be higher. He added that the federal and provincial grants 
in lieu were calculated on the commercial or residential base and 
they do not now pay on business occupancy assessment so that if the 
tax was eliminated completely, the commercial rate would go up and, 
therefore, the grants in lieu. Presently, the provincial grants in 
lieu have been capped and, if upcapped, more funds would. be 
available.

~ 

warden Lichter asked about capping federal and provincial grants in 
lieu. He said that if the federal and provincial governments did 
not want to pay any more, they would simply argue the assessment 
was not realistic and lower it. He said that this has been done a 
number of times. 
Mr. Wilson advised that the provincial assessment department has 
either agreed or disagreed and they have arrived at a rigure but 
the assessment which has now been approved by the fiederal 
government, both at the airport and Shearwater, have been 
determined and are pretty well set. with regard to uncapping, the 
province normally would pay the tax rates times the assessed value 
of the property - in 1989 they froze it so in essence they put a 
cap on the grants in lieu and this was nowhere near the assessed 
value of the property times the current tax rate.
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Councillor Eisenhauer asked Mr. Wilson if machinery and equipment 
was business occupancy or commercial assessment. Mr. Wilson 
replied commercial. 
Councillor Eisenhauer noted that Ontario was considering 
eliminating the Business Occupancy Tax and wanted to Know if ::;s 
tax in Nova Scotia could cause businesses to locate elsewhere. Mr. 
Wilson noted that Nova Scotia was the only Atlantic province 
have Business Occupancy Ttax. He said that if the tax w W 

I! 

eliminated, then the dollars lost would have to be made up and 

In warden Lichter noted that if the Business Occupancy Tax wer 
disappear and the portion of that revenue picked up by res oe 
tax base, residential taxes are not a tax write off out succe 
businesses can use that tax portion as a tax write 
consequently, it is the federal and provincial governments 
subsidize the tax rate. This kind of move, especially if 
the residential rate to recover the revenue, would let the f: r 
and provincial governments off the hook and allow them to achle 
another unloading and, at the same time, another tax burden woulo 
he put on residential taxpayers. 
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Councillor Fralick said that the Department of Municipal Affairs 
orought this item forward for discussion and that was exactly what 
should be done - it should be discussed and no changes should be 
made at present. He said businesses are very sensitive right now, 
some are barely hanging on and no increases or disturbances shoal: 
be created which would be unnecessary and he strongly recommended 
that the paper be tabled and studied. 
Warden Lichter noted that Council could not really do that as it 
had to react to the request of UNSM. Councillor Fralick replied 
that if the paper were tabled, he felt it would be quite in order. 

Councillor Reid declared a conflict of interest and removed himself 
from the Chambers. 
Councillor Richards stated this issue became more and more complex. 
He said, in a preliminary way, he could agree with the removal of 
the Business occupancy Tax entirely from the County; however, this 
would have implications. The tax structure as it now stands is an 
unfair system in that it affects different kinds of businesses in 
different ways. Under one of the proposed system, the province is 
looking for a balance sheet in which it will pay no more or no less 
than previously but trying to adjust it somehow so that it will 
improve the system. He stated, then, that Halifax County would be 
saddled with $683,000 loss by the stroke of the pen. He stated 
that the more business occupancy is studied, the more he tended to 
believe that it could be done away with entirely. He said maybe 
there was merit in what Councillor Eisenhauer was referring to that




