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I 
'The Ratepayers 
Town of Dartmouth 
Ladies and Gentlemen:-

It is a pleasure to submit my 
annual report for the civic year 
ended December 31st, 1949. 

In keeping with a rapidly 
growing Town. a progressive 
program of permanent improve­
ments and public utilities was 

ca rried out. The ex tensiveness of it, however. did not meet the 
dema nd due to the shortness of the season. Undoubtedly further 
capital expenditu l'es foJ' a furtherance of this pl'ogram will continue 

. for many years. The improvements in this held of pu'o)ic service 
were fa vorably received by the citizens. 

During the yea!' a record program of concrete curbs, gutters 
and sidewalks was carried out. the improvement being decidedly 
noticeable. Over 20,000 feet of permanent concrete curbs and 
gutters was completed. 

Extensive installation of water and sewer was made in an eff0l1 
to meet the demand. Applications for these utilities still continue 
to pour in and it now looks as though it will be a long time before 
a ll the work can be handled. Every section of the town is sho",;ng 
substantial development in this respect. 

Today Dar tmouth has 6.02 miles of asphalt stl-eets : 8.07 of 
gravel and stone a nd 13.11 bituminous. a total of 27.20 miles . As­
phalt sidewalks include 2.30 miles : concrete, 10.19: gravel and stone, 
]9.60, a total of 32.09. There a re 23.27 miles of storm a nd sanitary 
sewers and 29.09 miles of water lines, a tot al of 52.36 

Dartmouth is an impOl'tant centre. Its progress and develop­
ment in variOlls fields is rapid a nd indications are that it will be 
accelerate beyond all expectations for many years to come. lts 
g l'owth a nd development is substantia l and pel'manent. Commer­
cially and residentially Dartmouth is attracting th~ attl:!n\\on o{ 
prominent leadel's of business from many outside places. 

Dartmouth is the oldest incorporated Town in Nova Scotia, 
J873. 

Indus trial activity has been encouraging. The oldel' esta blished 
plants continue to forge ahead. It. is realized. however. that a widel' 
variety of industdal development is great ly to be desired. 

.. 



A record building program ' .... as commenced in 1949 and by the 
cnd of the year a major part of it was completed. A total of 154 dwel­
lings, representing an investment of Sl,099,565, was completed. 
Ar-artments, store:;:, warehouses a nd extensive alterations to a num­
ber of pr ivate and commel'cial buildings were carried out during 
t he year to boost the value of building permits, including the 154 fine 
homes. to a gr:lOd total of SI,374,460.00. 

The steady and solid development of Dartmouth is indicated by 
the assessed val ue of property , totaling S11 ,839,950, including $9,-
955.450 in real and $1,904,500 in personal, and providing net assess­
able property totalling, $8,237,000, made up of $6,364,400 in real 
and $1,872,600 in personal. Non-taxable property. including that 
owned by the Dominion. Provincial, Town, and that used for re­
ligious and chal;table purposes, and concessions to widows, total 
S3.603.950.00. 

The civic budget for 1949, prepared early in the year , totalled , 
$493,601.00, and the revenue received from all sources, including 
$365.451.91 from taxation, totalled $499,097.38. Expenditl1l'es for 
the year, totalled $498,984.56, leaving a surplus on the year's oper­
a tions of $112.72. Included in the expenditures was a deficit of 
$7,594.70 of the previous year for emergency work. 

A review of the revenue fund of the town general account, for 
the year ended December 31st. 1949, shows assets at S245,518.27, 
and liabilities at S206.046.75, leaving a surplus over liabilities of 
S39,471.52. 

Capital fund assets at the end of the year totalled $1,775,699.96; 
liabilities, SI,091,212.67, leaving a surplus of 8684,487.29 over 
liabilities. 

The water department promises to be a substantial source of 
revenue within the nex t few years, with sufficient money to meet 
all capital and current expenditures. The sale of water today is big 
business and undoubtedly will continue in that category, The de­
mand for water is increasing at an alarming rate. The administra­
tion has been established to conform with modern and municipal 
practice. The gross surplus for the year was $51,557.16, being 6.077 
per cent on the depreciated plant value of 5348,402.62. Included in 
this revenue were items of $14.782.65 from the flat sale of water 
and 571,124.18 from meter rates. 

The expenditures totalled $127,785.33 and included debt charges 
of $25,192.50. and a grant of $29,000 to the Town. The net loss was 
only $2,635.34. 

Capital assets total $1,024,479.67, in addition to s inking funds 
of 591.099.24, to make a grand total of $1,115,578.91. Surplus assets 
over liabilities total 5468,846.41. 

.' 
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The totai tax levy for the year was S365,451.91 and included 
515,380 from poll taxes. Of t he total tax levy. S227,606.91 was for 
general municipal or town purposes, and S122,465 for schools. Tax 
collections for the year on current and outstanding taxes were ex­
ceptionall y good, averaging from 85 to 86 per cent. Taxes outstand· 
ing at the ] st of January, 1949, totalled S422,675.77, made up of 
S365,451.91 from cur rent levy ; S38.475.34 fOl' 1948: S18,248.64 for 
1947 and S499.88 fol' 1946. Of this amount a tot al of S345,363.57 
was collected, includi ng S307,097.78 of the current levy. The net 
ba lance outstanding a t the close of the yeal', afte r S10.951.49 was 
written off, was $66,359.71. 

Dartmouth's fina ncial standing is stl'Ong, healthy and attractive 
in the financial ma rkets, giving it a preferred position in the sale 
of debentures. Competition for town debentures is keen. A record 
price of 100.79 was obtained during the year for a bond issue of 
S320,OOO, a net cost to the town of 3.147. 

Comment ing upon this fine showing Charl!?3 L. Beazley. the 
then deputy minister of Municipal Affairs for the Province, sa id: 
"I have computed the cost to the l O\m of the moncy represented by 
the sale of 3320.000 debenture i.<:sue sold to a syndicate. At S100.97 
the actual cost of t he money to the town is 3.147 per cent. So far 
as I can I'cca l] at the moment this is the cheape3t money that has 
evcr been sold by any municip.:'ll government lately and it is obvious 
that the good price obta ined by t he town f Ol' the bonds is a renection 
of the high regard in which the town is held by the im'estment 
public. ,. 

Out standing accompl ishments during the yeal· was the refi nanc· 
ing of a seven yea r outstanding water development indebtednCS3. 
payable 10 the Federal Dep.:'l l"t ment of j'vlunitions and Supply, a t a 
saving to tile town of approximately S1OO.000: the constl"Uction of 
a modern fire station: the completion of a modern police station ; 
the finali zi ng of an exha LlSli\·e survey of the water service by qual. 
ified engi neers . with an objective of capitalizing all expenditure of 
8700.000 to guarant ee an adequate water supply to meet all the re~ 
quirements of the town proper. and an unprecedented supply for 
a naval development in Tufts' Cove, and to private enterpl'ise OLlt· 

side of the town limit s. and in addition for a stlpply to North Wood· 
side and the Nova Scotia Hospit al. 

I am convinced tha i no lown of it s size in Canada has a greater 
fUfure tha n has Dal'lmouth. 

I wish to exprcss my thanks 10 all t hose who contributed to the 
success of the ciVIC administralion dw·i ng the yea r 1949. 

Respectfully submi tted. 

ARTHUR. C. PETTIPAS, l\'layor . 

, .. :.-
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The persistent use of toxoids by 
the Town Medical Officer in co-oper­
ation with the Victorian Order of 
Nurses has practically eliminated the 
danger of infectious oisea.ses such as 
Dipntheria and Whooping Cough. 
:::;uch is a fact established in the re­
port of Dr. H. A. Payzant, the Town 
of Dartmouth's veteran Health Of­
fleer. 

School Ch ildren be ing 
immunized Hea lth of the Town was "very 

good" in 1949, judging by the 01-
ll cml report wnicn snows iUrther that the water supply was well 
chlorinated and examined every week at the Government Labora­
Im>ies for possible infectious germs. Tests of the water were made 
at different parts of the town every week. 

The pasteurization of milk rendered it safe and the town ex­
perienced no trouble from that source. 

Immunization clinics were conducted every week with the co­
operation of the Victorian Order of Nurses at Notting Park in the 
North End and at the VON rooms in central Dartmouth. In this 
manner 1464 persons were immunized. 

Residents of districts outside of town were encouraged to take 
adva ntage of these public clinics. 

SlImmary of the report of the Victol'ian Order of Nurses, the 
Dartmouth branch of which received a grant of $1,000 from the 
town and an additional $1,500 for services rendered in all the schools, 
shows that a total of 7,350 children were examined and that 122 
childt·en were excluded from attending the classrooms by reason of 
this cleanliness check-up. 195 Hig h School students were Patch 
Tested. 680 were inoculated against Diphtheria and 175 were vac­
cinated against Smallpox. 

Total e:-.:penditures for Public Health amounted to $1,889.60. 
Of this amount $1500.00 went to the VON for services rendered in 
the schools. 

Public Welfare costs amounted to $17,042.40. Of this amount 
the net hospital charges for indigents amounted to $3,815.00. 
Patients mainta ined in mental institutions cost the town $5,445.73 
and inmates in charitable institutions S4,312.01. The grants to pd­
vate charitable organizations including the Victorian Order of Nur­
ses, Halifax Visiting Dispensary, School for the Blind, Children's 
Hospital and the Salvation Army, amounted to $1,850. Food and 
fuel and the burial of indigents cost $745.91 and $873.75 went for 
Child Welfare work. ---.--- - --' 
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By graph on the preceeding page, and in the 
Auditol'S' report fOl' 1949, is told the story of 
the Town of Dartmouth 's financial operations 
for the year. 

Thel'e is no doubt whatsoever that the Town 
enjoyed a successful yea r financially. The tax 
rate at 4.25 per $100 of assessment was 35 points 
higher than the rate of the previous year. 

TOTAL REVENUES WERE JUST UNDER R. D. Thomson 
HALF A MILLION DOLLARS!- highest in the Town Cle rk and 
history of the Town. T reasu rer 

This resulted in a Surplus on the year's operations of 8112.72 
a fter providing S7,594.70 for the deficit carried over Crom 1948. 

Tota l assessment for 1949 was __ . ____ S11 .839.930. 
Taxa ble propert y was assessed at .. _____ . __ . 8.237.000. 
Assessment exempt from taxation _ ... _... 3,602,950. 

A graph on comparative assessments and tax rates is shown 
on the next page and illustl'ates the trend for the past 20 years. 

Tax collections have cont inued at a high level and a comparison 
is ill ustrated on another page. This graph shows that in 1939 
the total tax levy was jus t under $200,000 and in that year S133,125 
was collected, representing 66.7% . In 1943 the levy was $229,813 
a nd the collections in tha t yea~' amounted to $186,742. or 81.2 %. 

It should be understood that this graph shows the trend of tax 
collections in the year they were levied. The difference between 
the taxes collected and those levied are collected in subsequent yeal'S, 
except in cases where the taxpayer has moved and his present ad­
dress is unknown. The amount written off does not exceed 1 % of 
the original levy. 

The peak year of tax collections was reached in 1946. and de­
spite t he increased cost of living and the falling off of maximum em­
ployment, tax collections only fell off 2.1 % in 1949, while the levy 
was increased from approximately $250,000 to 8365.000. 

Efficiency of the Town Clerk's office at Town Hall was stepped 
up during ] 949 by the acquisition and operation of a mechanical re­
ceipting machine. The entire office was replanned and the lighting 
improved. 

The General Tax and \Va ter Accounting was changed over to 
t he Ledger Tray Type of Accounts. This has speeded up the service 
10 tux pa.vers in that accounts are handled wit h much greater dis­
patch. The system has been so designed that the future acquisition 
of a Billing and Post ing Machine will not require further changes 
in the Department. 

Revenues in the Water Department amounted to $125.149.99 as 
compared to the 1948 revenues which were approximately S700 
greater. This meant, however, that more householders were paying 
COl' metered water service and were PAYING LESS than they had 
been under the Flat Rates. - _. 1 
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Gross Surplus in the Water' Department f Ol' 1949 was S51.557.16. 

with <I 6.0777. return on the deprecia ted plant value of S848A02.62. 
The CUlTent water ,'a tes. approved March 1. 1947. were designed 

to give a retu rn of 6 (';. The present returns from the town's water 
system has proven that estimates made in 1947 were qui te accurate. 

In the General Account , the Credit Bank Balance amounted to 
S32.863.08. 

Outstanding Taxes \\'cre shown as $66,360.71 against which there 
is a Resel've For Uncollectable of 523.696.50. 

The sound fi nancial sll'u etllre of the Dartmouth iVlunicipal Gov­
ernment is reflected in the stat ement of C. L. Beazley, Deputy l\·lin· 
isler of Municipa l Affairs: "This was the cheapest money tha t any 
Municipal Government has obt.a ined recent ly and reflects the high 
I'egard in which the Town of Dartmouth is held by the Investing 
Public." , , . 

Payments into Sinking Fl1nds authorized in the ]949 budgets 
nmounted to $18,937, 

.. 



Serial Debentures a mounting to $48,000 came due and were paid 
off, 

In addition, $92,500 in Debentures were paid off from the sink-
ing fund , as follows: 

Schools __ 
Water __ . __ 
Road Roller 
Widening Windmill 
Permanenl Paving 
Fire Truek . 

_.. ._. 12,500 
_. __ .. ______ .__ 29.500 
__ •. __ ~------... --... __ .. 4,000 

Road _ .. ___ .__ , 8.000 
.... _ .... ___ ... _ 36,000 

. ................. _ ... _.... 2,500 

Total . . S92,500 
Refinanci ng of an agreement with the Department of Munition 

a nd Supply for water improvements during the War years was car­
ded thl'ough at a very substantial saving to the Town, 

Total costs of these improvcments were approximately $265,000 
and the Town agreed to pay as its share $168,750. 

Payments from the Water Department between 1944 and 1948 
I'educcd the town's portion of the debt to S126,267.90. The Mayor 
and Members of Council were able to settle with the Government 
dcpm'lment for Sl oo,ooo a nd Debentures were issued for this amount 
dudng 1949 on which a price of 100,531 was obtained when sold by 
tender, 

During 1949 Serial Bonds in addi tion to the above were issued 
in the following amounts : 

Curbs, Gutters and Sidewal ks _... S 60.000 
POlice and F ire Stations _._. _ ________ .. 150,000 
Sewers ___ ._H.___ 39,000 
Paving _____ ._ ___ ._ 25,000 
\Vater Department ____ .. __ .__ 46,000 

Total ____ . ____ ... _ $320,000 

These debenture-oS were sold at a price of S1oo.79, making the 
cost of this money 3.147';' , 
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Tota! Debenture Debt and Sinking F\md of the variolls Town 
Department s al'e sct out in the above drawing. 

II will be noted that the Total I)ei)e nhlrc Debt as of December 
31. ]949 was 81.675,600. 

Aga inst this is a S inking Fund of $3-15.104.12. lea ving a Net 
Oebent-: lre Debt of SI.330.·W5,88 a nd based on a population of 18.000 
the pel' ca pita debt is S73.91. 

Now look at the right hand page in this section. This Graph is 
designed to 5ho\\" TilE COST BY \ ' EAnS. TO RETIHE THE ABOVE 
DEBT! 

For (' .... ample. the figure S81.000 in 1954 for General and School 
DebentUl'CS is the amount which Ih(' 1934 budget must provide to 
pay interest . the ,'ctirement of seria l debentures and the payment 
10 Sinking Fund fol' Iha t yea I'. 

Issue of new debenlU1'eS in any future yeal' will inCI'ease the 
annual amount over tha t shown by the graph. 
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Continuing an ambitious 
program launched in 1947, 
the Town Works Department 
built approximately 20,000 
feet or nearly 4 miles of con­
crete curbs, gutters and side­
walks, during the Swnmer of 
1949. 

This meant t hat the 
sidewalk and curb exten­
sions in three years \Vas 
greater than for the 
whole history of t he town 
since Incorpora tion! 
The remaining petitions on 

hand at the end of 1949 were 
Just a llinlo: slorm sewer . Jam Ieson 51. sufficient to assure another 

two years of work on cu rb. gutter and sidewalk projects. 
Town Engineer Walter Lahey also estimated that there was 

approximately $90,000 left out of the original appropriation to com­
plete this two year program. 

Abuttol's were required to pay $1.20 per lineal foot for curbs 
and $2.00 and 82.40 pel' square yard respectively for 4" and 6" side­
walks. These figures were substantially less when done by the Town 
Works Depa rtment . than when let out to contract. The Engineer 
is jus tifiably pl"Oud of the saving accomplished fo r the taxpayers. 

Total a ppl'opriation for the Works Committee in 1949 was 
$01.312. 

New streets given attention were Cairn, Francis and Murray 
Shamrock Dl'ive, pol' tions of Slayter Street and Gladstone Ave­
nue. Newcastle and a portion of Dustan Street. Considerable work 
was done leading up to the widening of Windmill Road at Jamieson 
Street. The culvert was extended and plans completed for the widen­
ing project pending settlement of matters relating to propert ies in 
the immedia te area. 

The Ja mieson Street storm sewer project was completed. This 
was a 815,000 job, ha lf of wh ich was spent in 1949. The huge 5-foot 
diameter reinfOl'ced concrete pipe was ordered in the War years and 
work was completed in 1949. Now, at the site of the raging tor­
rent which oncc cost a man's life, all is serene, with the water car­
ried underground, 

Work generally was concentrated on su'eets neglected during 
the War years. such as Woodland Avenue, Oakdale Crescent and 
the extension of Crichton Avenue. Grove Street, lower end of Bo­
land Road, Wyse Road, Thistle Street, Slayter, Gladstone, Went­
worth, Dundas and Church Streets also received attention. 

Maple Street was completely rebuilt. 



Snow removal and sanding of streets and 
sidewalks were major projects of t he Works De­
partment. Approximately $14,000 was used for 
this purpose. 

First actual steps were taken in the grading 
and seeding of the Park area at Crichton Ave­
nue and Ochterioney Street and the Birch Cove 
park site was acquired from the estate of the 
late L. M. Bell. 

One of the developments affecting the Works 
Department during 1949 was the organization of 
the Dartmouth Civic Federal Union No. 324 and 
the negotiation of a contract with the Town. This 

J. Walter Lahey 
P.E.N.S. 

Town Engineer 

contract went into effect on May 1st 1949 and covered all employees 
of the Works and Water Departments, excluding the foremen. 

Sanitation and Waste Removal operations were carried out at 
a cost of $27,881.88. 

At the Incinerator on Crichton Avenue new safety methods 
were inaugurated in the installation of overhead safety belts to pre­
vent the workmen from falling into the furnace firebox. 

Need for a new type of garbage collection truck was discussed 
at length by the Works Department and Town Council, leading up 
to the ordeling of a Leitch Refuse Getter on a Ford chassis. 

It was felt that the purchase of a covered vehicle for the 
transportation of refuse to the Incinerator would eliminate some 
of the health hazards involved. 

No report of the Works Department would be complete without 
mention of an investigation conducted by a special committee of 
Town Council into the operation of the Works Department. Out­
come of this probe was, in the main, a vindication of the Engineer 
and recommendation that he be given qualified assistance and given 
fu ll authority over his department. 

Section of Rose S t reet sllOlling c urb, gutter and sidewalk Inslallntion 

I ,. 
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Un'uk in wate r m ain Da lll lll S treet 
,lis t·,n·"tf' tI Ill" Illtomet e r slIn· ... )" . I.oss 

" ll ll r o~ lmlllf' l y 100,000 J:":lllons dally 

Perhaps the outstanding 
feature of developments in 
the Dartmouth Water De­
partment in 1949 was to com­
plete the installation of 2,794 
water meters in the town. 
With the exception of about 
ha lf dozen serv ices, this pro­
vides Dartmouth with 100% 
coverage in metered service. 

The original vote of 875,-
000 to cover the cost of these 
ins tallations has been suffic­
ient for this work, with a 
small balance on hand suffic­
ient to meet additional instal­
Jations in the next year . In­
stallation of the meter for the 
Woodside area was also pro­
vided ou t of th is fund. 

With Counci llor Iva n Haley as Chairman, the Water Committee 
an·anged for the Pitometer survey which resulted in the locat ion 
of some serious water leaks, but the overall picture of t he pipeline 
cond itions was bettel· than expected. 

The saving in water alone amounted to approximately a quarter 
of a mil lion ga llons evel·yday! 

This Pitometer Survey revea led leaks in the system which might 
never have been discovered unless undertaken by experts . 

Following conferences wit h officials of the M.unicipality of the 
County of HaJifax concel'ning the possibility of ex tending water 
services to North Woodside and Tufts' Cove. a fu ll survey of the 
Town's Water Services was undertaken by the Engineering Service 
Company. This extensive survey was undertaken to foretell the 
costs a nd additions to be made in order to supply the county areas 
bol·de-ring: Dal"tmouth wit hout affecting the existing services. 

The N. S. Board of Fire Underwriters also conducted a survey 
ancl brought in a detailed report suggesting a mQl'e adequate water 
supply for fighti ng fires. First step suggested was cleaning the 
pipelines in 1950 and the second step, provision for a new piJ::eline 
over an alternate route. 

There were no majQl· breaks in water mains, an extremely 
fortunate circumsta nce according to Town Engineer Walter Lahey. 
It was a dry year. too, but the Town's water supply remained ade­
qua te throughout the period. Total consumption of water for the 
yea I', according to the official record was 606,866,000 gallons. 
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Highlights of the year included the approval, by plebiscite, of 
a borrowing of $20,000 to install a 12" pipeline connection with the 
new water system installed in North Woodside. 

The high level system is still being serviced by the auxiliary 
pump located on Hawthorne Street. Proposed reinforcing of this 
pump was delayed pending finalization of the survey of the whole 
system. 

Approximately 40 acres of property in the watershed area was 
acquired by the Town at a total cost of $6,835.70. 

In add ition to this acquisition of watershed property, Council 
authorized a sUl'vey of the entire watershed area with a view to 
acq uiring enough pl'Operty to protect the Town's water supply for 
all time. According to the Engineer this watershed is smaller than 
normal for such a body of watet· (Lamont and Topsail lakes) but 
represents considel"able wealth due to the qua lity of timber grow· 
ing upon it. Town officials have in the past g iven little encourage· 
ment to lumber operatOl"S seeking to obtain cutting rights to the 
timber in the area. fearing that in doing so the Town's Water Supply 
might thereby become imperilled. 

An extensive program of renewing service pipes 
out by the Water Department at a cost of $4,628.89. 
to th is amount a pproximately $15,000 was spent in 
work on services alone. 

was carried 
In addition 

maintenance 

All hyd,'ants in the town were painted. Installation of new 
hydrants was carried out at a cost of $3,434.45. 

The rapid building development in Dartmouth was reflected in 
the demand fa,· water and sewer services. The extension of these 
services to the new Boland Road sub·division was a major one. (Cost 
was approximately $35,000). Other major construction work under· 
taken by the Water Department included the installations on School 
Street , Shamrock Drive, Esdaile Avenue, Newcastle Street, Harbour 
Drive, Francis, Cairn and Graham Streets. 

All extensions are made by special agreement, required by the 
Nova Scotia Board of Public Utili· 
ties. All water installations must ........ 11 
provide the Water Department with 
a return of not less than 8 percent 
per annum on the capital cost. 

This requirement prohibited the 
Water Department from making 
any long extensions for a single 
customer or small number of cus­
tomers at the expense of the other 
water users. 

Laying- w ;ltn nnd !!'t:wt:r main!!' :It Vlc­
torl :1 a nd Boland Routl. Not e dt:l'th IInti 

qua n tity of rock 
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('J: ;I' I 0 1 1'0 1;(' :' 

Oa rtrllouth's Illmll"T11 P ,,\ice H eatilluar t cf!'; 

The Police Department of Dartmouth made 
some notable st rides during 1949, the most out­
standing being the opening of a modern new 
police station and the installation of 120 park­
ing meters along the business section of Port/and 
and Commercial Streets. 

The Police Station, developed from the form­
er Dundas garage building on Wentworth Street. 
was completed a t a total cost of S37,OOO and has 
been described by Nova Scotia Department of 
Healtb officials as the most up-to-date in the 
Maritime Provinces. 

Chief of Police John Lawlor has a staff of 12 men including 
Deputy Chief Arnold, Sergeant Ear! Gra.v, one Traffic Officer and 
.;;even Constables, \\'ol'king in three shifts evel'y 24 hours. Police 
equipment includes two-way F.l\1. radio installed in both the Police 
prowl car and the Police pat rol . An improved aerial over the police 
stati on has added to the effectiveness of the I'adio equipment. 

Recol'd of the police depal'tment for 1949 sho\\ 'ed tha t a total 
of 364 cases were ca rried before the town police court. and that 354 
convictions wcre registe l'ed . Nine cases were C81Tied to County 
COlirt fo r a tota l of 6 convictions. Town police had four cases before 
the Supreme Court. I'esulting in 3 convictions and one acquitta l. 

The Department investigated 1365 complaints during the yea r 
and tot a l fines were $2.603 the costs S1.599.60. 

The Resel've Force is also beginning to become a vital factor, 
The Chief now has a reserve force of 15 volunteers, meeting regular­
ly fo ), training and instruct ion. This Force was reorganized in 1949 
to pl'epa re for the tmffic problems expected in connection with the 
Bicentennial Celebrations in 1950. 

Prior to the opening of the new Pol ice s tation in 1949 th e lockup 
was in the old fire station building, but with the demOlition of this 
building the police. for a ped od of three months had to get along 
with two tempora l'Y cells in the basement of the town workshop. 
The new station is equipped with two cell blocks. with one for women 
segrega ted. Modern sanitar y facil ities are provided. 
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Archi tect's s ke t ch of Dartmouth's Modern F ire Station 

<lite q.Ue :tJepa>d"",,,t 
When they finally toppled the old Bell Tower 

of the Da!imouth fire station at the Blockhouse 
site on King Street late in July 1949, it marked 
a new era in the history of the Dartmouth Fire 
Department. Even though all supports were cut 
away and one side jacked, it still took a truck 
to haul ovel' the 70-foot tower to bring the great 
bell down from its lofty perch, 

Removal of the tower was the last stage in 
preparing the way for the re-organized Depart­
ment's modern S)n o,ooo fire station, plans for 
which were finalized at the last sitting of the 

(Oeorge J'atletson 
F1t\! C hid 

1948-49 Town Council following a plebiScite by the Ratepayers the 
previous falL 

Despite the lack of indoor accommodation through the worst 
seasons of the year, the Fire Department under Chief George Pat­
terson, maintained a high standard of efficiency. Total fire loss in 
192 fire alarms (only 3 were general alarms) was S21,131, and of 
this sum the insured loss amounted to $20,561. 

This record was achieved by the Department with the assistance 
of a volunteer force of 40 firemen and with the full co-operation of 
the Union Protection Company, a force of 20. The Department, or· 
iginally the old Dartmouth Engine Company (1822) and the Dart­
mouth Ladder Company (1867), was reot'ganized in 1932. In 1949, 
two new permanent men were taken on to bring the permanent force 
up to eight members, along with the Chief. 

Equipment of the Dartmouth Fire Department includes a 600 
gal. combination LaFrance Pumper (1919): LaFrance ladder truck 
(1921): 750-gal. combination Bickle pumper (1940); 750-gal. com· 
bination Bickle Seagrave pumper (1941); and a former ARP 450-gal. 
pumpet' mounted on a Chevrolet truck body (1942). The Fire Chief 
also has use of a Chevrolet pick-up truck. 

Additional equipment acquired by the Depal'tment in 1949 was 
a new Life Net at a cost of $350, the first of its kind locally, which 
is carried on the ladder truck. The Department also got three .,' 
new alumi num ladders, in t he general move to replace the old equip-
ment with the latest in fire-fight ing apparatus. 



Ian K. Jo' o rsyth. M.A. 
Supen·lsor 

Appointment of a full time male Director 
of Physical Education for the Dartmouth 
Schools was one of the most important steps 
in the town's public school educational set-up 
during 1949. Previously a female instructress 
hod been employed part time on physical ed­
ucation , but with Mr. Clement. P. Scott's ap­
pointment to the staff. the schools' recreational 
program entered a new phase. 

Mr. Scott undertook a tremendous program in the various 
schools. Besides supervising physical training in the smaller grades, 
Mr. Scott himself conducted classes in the higher grades and in ad­
dition promoted junior high school basketball leagues. directed com­
mon school hockey play-offs and conducted a successful inter-school 
track and field meet. 

Planning for a new Junior High School approached the final 
s tages in 1949. Need for such a schoo! had been predicted years 
eal'lier and was fut1her emphasized last year by overcrowding in the 
smaller grades, but the matter was left in abeyance until the plan 
for Government assistance in the matter of building progl'am was 
made known. The Town made applications to the PI'ovincial Govern­
ment. through the Department of Education to determine what 
measure of help it might obtain in the erection of new junior high 
school. 

Aim of the Board of School Commissioners was to establish a 
centralized Junior High School as recommended by H. A. \:Vier. Chief 
Inspector of Schools fOl' the Department of Education. to include pro­
vision for Industrial Arts. Household Science. a suitable gymnasium­
auditorium and othel' features. Mr. D. A. \Vebber. Architect. was 
commissioned to prepare preliminary plans and specifications for 
I his new school building which would. it was predicted. relieve con­
gestion in the beginner classes of all Dartmouth schools. 

Clenll'nt. Scott . Ph~· si cal Instrll{'for. e~ IJlainlll~ Ih t· f ine points 
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Even ing vocational training clas­
es for adults, sponsored jointly by 
the School Board a nd the Depart­
ment of Vocational Education fo!" 
the Province of Nova Scotia, pro­
ved vel'y successful. Three classes 
were operated, two in the High 
School a nd one at Notti ng Park 
School. Seventy-five were regist­
ered in the sewing classeS and the 
interest shown indicated that a 
fourth class may be required in 
1950. 

Lacking an industria l arts de­
partment for boys, the School 
Board continued its support of 
specia l classes operated four times 
weekly in a workshop located in 
t he basement of the fonner Adams D llrtmO\Lth IIIgh School 
property next door to Town Hall. 
The Household Science classes for girls, at the High School was con­
tinued as :.1 populal' feature of the school program. 

On the cultural s ide, the Supervisor of Schools, encouraged an 
appreciat ion of art among the students and with the co-operation 
of the pupils in all t he schools, the lODE Chapters and the Board, 
was able to purchase about one hundred and fifty reproductions of 
notable paintings to provide every classroom with about three each. 

Scholarships won by students of the Dartmouth Schools total­
led approximately $8750.00 duri ng 1949. The awards included en­
trance schola rsh ips to Mount AJlison, Kings and Da lhousie Univer­
sities, lODE bursaries and Imperial Oil scholarships to worthy 
children of parents in the employ of that company. 

The Students' Loan FUnd continued to be a vital factor. The 
record shows that in the few years of its existence this fund has 
almost reached the S2,000 mark, being endowed by the students 
themselves. the lODE Chapters and the Darteen Club. So far 
eleven students have been able to continue their educa tional studies 
after leaving high school by borrowing a total of S1,247,00. At the 
end of the 1949 term there was $450.00 s till available in the fund . 
Loans are repaid by the students when they have established them­
selves. 

Purpose of the Fund, among other features of life in the Dart­
mouth High School, is outlined in a Handbook, issued by the School 
and belie\'cd to be t he only such book produced in the province. 
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Oppor tunities for extra·cur ricular activities were listed by the 
Sur.:e rvisor as Dramatics, Glee Club, School newspaper, Badminton, 
Basketball, Students Council, Cadets, Curling, Volleyball, Ping·pong, 
Hockey, Youth Day, Food Collect ions, Patrols and Quiz Contests. 

Some steps were taken during the year towards the improve· 
ment of school grounds. A play area at Park School was la id with 
a.:;phalt and some filling in was done on the grounds of Notting Park 
and Hawthol'ne schools. 

Exper iments were caiTied out with new types of classroom 
lighting at Hawthol'ne School. 

Visiting Days in the publ ic schools proved increasingly popular 
with parents who {Ul'ned out a t the rate of 500 every month 10 visit 
t he classrooms. 

Addit ion of two Grade ones brought about the need for two new 
teachcl'3 on the staff, but due to the lack of sufficient classl'ooms 
it mean t only part lime a ttendance for four classes. The part time 
classes were due to the effort to equalize the oppor tunit y fOI' all 
student s. 

The Supervisor reports an acute shortage of teachel's of the 
qua lity desi l'cd. It is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain ade· 
flua te replacement of teachers, the Supervisor has indicated. 

Looking fOI'wal-d to the needs of the future the Supervisor is 
seeking the appointment of a part time vocational guidance teacher. 
Art and kindel'ga rten teachers aI'e also needs of the future even as 
Assem bl)1 Ha ll fac ilities are requi red for Park and Findlay Schools. 
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To keep pace with the ra pid building development of Da ltmouth 
dul'ing 1949, it was necessary for the Town Planning Board to meet 
twice monthly. 

Permits issued dur ing the year reached a total of S1,341.050. 
The statis tics show that private dwellings topped the list with a 
total of 68 being started. 

The official figures do not represent the work being done on the 
construction of Dartmouth 's new $110,000 fire station and the 
$37,000 police sta tion and the extensions to the Post Office and 
Maritime Telegraph and Telephone Company exchange. 

Councillor David T. Mat ·.;h, Chairman of the Planning Board. 
l'epOr'ls that the most s ignifica nt features of the year were the 
final ization of the Building by·laws for presenta tion to Town Coun­
ci l ea rl y in 1950 fOI' enactment and the laying of the necessary 
g l'olmdwork for future Zoning by-laws in Da rtmouth. He emphas­
izes that every day in the development of the community t here a re 
evidences of greater need for control and supervision of building. 
Planning for the future. he contends, is the only solution to the 
problems. 

g " clion of Ilaz.e lhurst S lIh·division, N ewcastle S treet 
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!\lie-Mac AA C I'addlel',; on Dartmouth L akes Willi Lions and BllDook 
C lubs In bac k g ro und 

R~ ~ e~ SeIWice 
Acquisition of the Birch Cove park property from t he estate 

of L. M. Bell and the development of t he Memorial park site at 
C.'iehton Avenue and Ochterloney Street were notable events in the 
records of the committee on Recreation and CommunHy Service. 

Added to the a bove was the signing of an agreement between the 
Tcwn a nd the Ar rows Sports Club concerning the operation of the 
former DAAA ball pa rk. The town was paid In full during 1949 by 
the AITon's for the 85,000 spent out of Recrea tion Committee a p­
propl'iations fol' the erection of a fence around the g rounds. 

The Town-owned reel'eation centre at North Dartmouth operated 
under lease to the Dartmouth Boys Club was an important centre ' 
o f a ct ivity for young people. The Notting Park Club. a lso owned by 
the Town in the pre-fa b section, was a nother popular centre of ac­
ti vity. This building was unde r lease to the Notting Park Commun­
ity Club which operated the Notting Park playgl·olmd. 

The public swimming pool, o~erated by the Town for the benefit 
of the community. had a very successful season. This was the first 
year that the swimming a nd wading pools. endowed by public sub­
scription throilgh the eHorts of The Halifax Mail some ten years 
previously were fully financed out of t he tax budget. Two supervisor 
instructors. one male and one female were in charge while the pools 
were in operat ion between Dominion Day and Labor Day, and a 
l'eCOl'd numbel' of ch ildren were gh'en instruction in Water Safety 
methods. 

Cmllmllnlly ~\\ Imming l)(lu l- Da r lmOllll l I'a rk 



Arrows Ball J'ark-hollle of the- Halifax and Dis tric t LeaJ;ue C haml)lons 

The Dartmouth Natal Day Committee made a success of the 
annual celebration, part of the funds for which were provided out 
of the budget of the Recreation Committee, It was noted that one 
of the pl'Ogram features inaugurated with t he support of this commit­
tee, the so-called Coaster Derby, has now become recognized as a 
provincial championship in this field, 

rn addition to the natural public playground facilities provided 
by the lakes, the harbor and the swimming pools, were the Kiwanis 
operated playgrounds at Findlay School in the central section of the 
Town and at Victoria Park in North Dartmouth, The Lions Club of 
Dartmouth also operated splendid bathing house facilities at Lake 
Banook and during the year also purchased the former Hutchinson 
ice house property at the foot of Lake Banook as the future site of 
a Youth Centre. 

The Victoria Park Commission made some improvements to 
Victoria Park which is fast becoming a popular centre of recreation­
al activity in North Dartmouth. 

The Recreation Committee is grateful to all those organizat ions 
which have contributed so generously to the general development of 
recreational facilities in the Harbor Town. 

One of the m03t vital influences in the Town of Dartmouth to­
day is the Dartmouth Public Library. Operation of this service in a 
section of the Dartmouth Service Centre has been so successful with 
the aid of public subscription that statistics have proven it to be "the 
most acti ve Library for its size in the Maritime Provinces." 

Kiwanis IIltlygr,,"ncis-Filldla~' school ~ro\lnds 
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t: n t ra ncc FI'rry doc k" with lIullfax city In backgrcuntl 

The Dar tmouth feny "Service is big bus­
iness and represents an important industry 
to the Town and its citizens. In 1949. the 
fe r ry opera tions showed a net profit of 
S35.078.44 as compared wit h $11 .337.13 the 
previous yea r. 

While achieving this net profit the FelTY 
Commission was able to provicle during 1949 
approximately $90,000 for new const ruc­
tion of docking faci litics at Hali fax, and the 
rcpai l' a nd maintenance of these facilities at 
both Halifax and Dartmouth. Added to thi s 
was S89.11 1.10 fOl' repairs and mainlenance 
on four ferry steamers and t hc entire S179.­

C. II . !\hc Donald 
Cmd ... R.n. ( R C XR .. R t.) 

G('n('rl\ \ S nper :n t f' ndent 

.1 t 1.10 W 2,S paid out of ea rned revenuc for the year. 
Gross revenuc for the year totalled S528.168.S7. 

the history of the Ferry Service. 
the highest in 

The revenues fmm felTY tl'8ffic !'Cpl'cscnted 8518.979.48. \\·ith 
513,863 vchiclcs a nd 4.-176.101 passengers calTied by the ferry 
:3tcamers. The numilcr of passengers canied represented an inCl'easz 
ever 1947 and 19·18 and the fact that not a single accident occurred 
dul"ing the year reflects grea t cred it upon boat crews and upon the 
llulnagemcnt . 

The important contribution which the felTY service makes to 
the economic life of Dartmouth is clearly indicated by the fact tha t 
S319,664.67 was pa id out during the year to cover the costs of oper­
a ting the boats. 

Substantial Grants have been made by the Ferry Commission 
between the yem'S 1935 to 1948. 10 enrich the civic t l'casuI'y by over 
$280.000. In additi on. the Ferry paid wa teI' rates and taxes amount­
ing: to S25,136.54 in 1949. 

Fixed assets were increased during the year by 867.040 and the 
debenture debt. was decreased by $14.000. Cash on hand in the bank 
was ~46.949.20 and in addition, investments in Government Bonds 
tota lled S57.308.25. The Fel'l'Y's debenture debt at the end of 1949 
tota lled 8276,500. with 868,000 of the original debt matming in May 
1960, and $208.500 three percent sel'ial s matul'ing in January.1966. 
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COi\lPl \ U I 80N OF l'i\SSENGER TRAFFIC AND REVENUE 

The excess of revenue over expenditure for the year 1949 was 
$21.078.44 ; current surplus stood at S102,931.87; capital surplus, 
S598,684 .35. 

The FelTY Commission and the Federal Employees were success­
ful in negotiating a satisfactory agreement, including a cost of living 
bonus fo!' each employee in the basis of 8144 per annum. The Com­
mission also extended the cost of living bonus to the executive, office 
staff a nd licensed personnel. a t a total cost of about S13,000 pel' 
annu m. The bonus became effective from September at a cost of 
aboul $4.000 chargeable against the 1949 revenue. 

Surprise tests conducted by Federal Depa rtment of Transport 
officials dUl'ing the Fall months proved that the efficiency of boat 
crews a nd safety equipment on the ferry steamers was up to stand-
3l'ds required by the regulations. 
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COMPAR ISON OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC AND REVENUE 

. i 



-

.-. 

Under the chairmanship of Walter J . Meredith, the Dartmouth 
Park Commission during 1949 made some progress towards the 
landscaping of the Park bordering Synott's Hill. This move was 
made with a view to laying the groundwork for improvements along 
the route of NO.7 Highway through the town and it was anticipated 
that enough money would be allotted in 1950 to f;n~sh the beaut­
ification project. 

The Town grant to the Commission in 1949 was Sl,500. In ad· 
dition a revenue of $500 was obtained from the appearance of the 
Robbins Bros. circus ($300 to Commission and S200 to town for 
license.) The Commission also received a donation of S50 from 
A. W. Broughton, pitwood exporter. Of the total revenue of S2,250 
the Commission spent approximately S1,700 in labor; paid the Town 
$118.75 for the use of Town Grader and the equipment and spent 
the rest on trees, shrubs and fertilizer. 

The Commission was grateful to the Police Department for the 
establishment of police patrols particularly during the school recess 
periods. 

Walks and roads through the park were maintained and improv­
ed considerably during 1949. 

The Commission also noted with interest the acquisition by the 
Town of the Birch Cove park site on the shore.; of Lake Banook. 
This va!uable property was left by the late L. M. Bell and made 
available to the Town by his estate for the slim of 84500. 

The Town alS'O finalized its plans for the beautification of the 
Memorial park at the junction of Crichton Avenue and Ochterloney 
Street. This area was graded, seeded and trees were planted in 
preparation for the 1950 Bicentennial Celebrations. 
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