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GOOD TEMPLARY.

From the DMethodist Temperance Magazine.

Tne minds of many men, at the present time, appear to be .

on the rack to discover something new to benefit society,
both physically and morally. As the lover of his race looks
at the fearful results of strong drink, he cannot but pity
the poor drunkard, and feel a great desire to raise him to
the position he ought to occupy as a man. Various
schemes have been put forth to accomplish this, yet it must
be admitted that the results have not come up to the
cxpectations of all.  The pledge administered by the
Temperance Socicty has not that weight with some persons
which is desired. - It may be taken only for a time ; and
if an individual, through temptation, breaks his pledge,
the present system provides no adequate means to reclaim
him. What is required is supervision. The latest idea in
Temperance—Good Templary—professes to provide this,
This system is an American notion. Twenty years ago
the advocates of Temperance across the Atlantic considered
that something more ought to be done to make their work
felt upon the community. They saw that it was not only
necessary to abstain from drink, but that they were called
upon to overturn the traffic, and, if possible, rid the land of
what they considered was a curse. The following pledge
was adopted by them: “No member shall make, buy, sell,
use, furnish, or cause to be furnished to others, as a beverage,
any spirituous or malt liguors, wine or cider, and every member
shall discountenance the manufacture, sale, and use thereof in
all proper ways.” It will be at once observed that this
pledge is more comprehensive than the regular Temperance
pledge. We are aware that under the old system (permit
us to call it by this name) a man may pledge himsclf to

-
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abstain, while at the same time he may be engaged in
distilling, selling, or giving the poisong to others. - Such
anomalics cannot exist under this system. The pledge is
for life, and being administered under most solemn circum-
stances, it has a greater influence over those who take it.

Looking at the marvellous success of Good Templary, we
must admit that much of it must be attributed to the
novelty of the thing, and a great deal w the working of
the system. Like Freemasonry, it holds all its meetings |
with closed doors, has passwords, different orders, peculiar
clothing, badges, and jewellery. It is open to both sexes
upon their expressing their willingness to take the pledge
for life, and signifying their belief in the existence of Al-
mighty God as the Ruler and Governer of all things,
Should any member yield to temptation and break his
pledge, others wait upon him to reclaim him ; and shoulda
charge be brought against anyone, his case is examined by
a committee, and if found to be incorrect, his charager is
protected from calumny. Each member contributes 2
small specified sum to defray working expenses, and while
it gives no claim to pecuniary help to any member in $ick-
ness, it appoints the members to watch by pairs at the
bedside every nighe. . . .

As far as possible the order brings all its weight to bear
upon politics, restraining its members from voting in
elections for men who manufacture or sell strong drink.
Its political work may be understood from its own platform ;

s¢yst, ‘Total Abstinence from all intoxicating liquors as beverages.

“2nd. No licence in any form, or under any circumstances, for the sale
of such liquors, to be vsed as bcv.c:agcs. o . e

s 3rd.  The absolute prohibition of the manufacture, importation, and
ule of intoxicating liquors for such purpases—-prohibition by the will of the
people, expressed in due form of law, with the penalties deserved for a
crime of such enormity. - . ..

“4th, The election of good, honest men to adminisier the laws,”

The good effects of the system are already seen in many
parts of the country. Drunkards have been attracted by

its spell, and giving themselvessap to its influence, rejoice
in the happy change it has brought.
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