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Minutes ot City

May 12th, 1897.

Alexander StephenXEsqs having been declared duly elected Mayor
of the City of Halifax%or the civie year 1897-98, was this day sworn
into office by His Honor the Lieutenant Governor, at Government

House, in the presence of Aldermen Butler, Mosher and Musgrave and
the City Clerk.

H. TrENAMAN, City Clerk.

12th May, 1897

John M. Geldert, Jr., Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 1.

Arthur W. Redden, Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 2.

John Menger, Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 3.

John F. Ryan, Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 4.

W. Stetson Rogers, Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 5.

Arthur C. Hawkins, Esq., duly elected Alderman for Ward No. 6.

Having taken and subseribed the oath of Allegiance, the oath of
office of Alderman as well as that of Justice of the Peace for the City

of Halifax, signed the roll as Aldermen of the City of Halifax this
12th day of May, A. D. 1897.

H. TRENAMAN, City Clerk.




AFTERNOON SESSION.

3.10 o'cloek.

May 12th, 1897.

A meeting of the City Council was held thisday. At the above hour
there were present:—His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen Campbell,
Faulkner, Musgrave, Hubley and Butler.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Faulkner that
the time be extended until 3.30 o'clock. Motion passed.

3.30 Roll called. Present the above named, together with Alder-
men Geldert, Redden, Lane, Mitchell, Menger, O'Donnell, Ryan, Eden,
McFatridge, Rogers, Mosher, Creighton and Hawkins.

The Council was summoned to appoint civic officials for the year
1897-8, to proceed with business standing over and the transaction of
other business.

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.

Alderman Redden submits the report of the City Prison Committee
for the month of April, together with the annual report of the Gover-
nor of the City Prison for the year 1896-7.

Alderman Redden submits a report of the Committee on Laws and
Privileges.

Alderman Mosher submits a petition for water extension Cabot
Street.

Alderman Hawkins submits a petition for water extension Black
Street.

His Worship the Mayor submits the following papers:

Application of J. K. Wetmore for position of Supervisor of Salt and
Grain Measurers,

Estimates for Water Assessment 1897-8.

List of Standing Committees for 1897-8, as nominated by His Wor-
ship the Mayor. -

Report City Engineer on petition for water extension Jubilee Road.

Report Jubilee Committee re Vietorian Order of Nurses Fund.

Telegram and letter from Lady Aberdeen covering pamphlet re
Victorian Order of Nurses Fund.

Application of Allan McDonald for position of Salt and Grain
Measurer.

Letter from City Treasurer re amounts to be borrowed.

Reports City Engineer re loans Lockman Street and Young Avenue.

Letter J. E. Albro re Jubilee Mugs for school children.
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Letter H. S. Moir, Secretary Halifax Driving Club, asking for use
of the common on the 24th day of May, inst.

Report of Library Committee re accounts and repair equipment.

Letter T. G. Dunlap re sidewalk Lower Water Street.

Letter from the Secretary of the School of Art and Design 7re site

for building.

Letter Thomas Ritchie reclaim of Mr. Brookfield in connection with
the Park Lodge.

City Treasurer’s and City Collector’s returns for the month of April.

Applications of Civie Officials.

Moved by Alderman Butler, seconded by Alderman Faulkner, that
the Order of the Day be suspended to read the papers submitted.
Motion passed.

His Worship the Mayor addresses the Council on various important
matters in connection with the municipal government of the city :

Gentlemen of the City Council:

We have been called upon by the sufrages of our fellow citizens to administer the
municipal government for the ensuing year, and we, to-day, for the first time publicly
take upon ourselves those duties and responsibilities, fully realizing, as I trust, their grav-
ity. Let us endeaver to work out the problems that will confront us in unison and
with a single eye to the city’s interest. The welfare of our city demands our first con-
sideration, and requires that a wise, careful and judicious policy be pursued with respect
to every depurtment under our control. No scheme which has more of a private than
a public interest should be engaged in, as our taxpayers have the right to insist that
their money be expended only upon that which is for the benefit and need of the city.
A wise practical economy, consistent with efficiency must be indulged in. When
1say economy, do not understand me to mean, that we shall cripple any improvements
that are being made, but we should, nevertheless, take good care that for every dollar
expended, whether it be upon the public streets, or in 516 department, whether in the
construction of sewers or in provision for the protection of our city bythe police and from
fire, in whatever way it may be utilized, that we shall receive full and adquate compen-
sation, and a fair dividend for th: money invested. Wasteful extravagance must not be
tolerated in the administration of any department. These are self evident principles,
gentlemen, with which you are guite familiar and towards the execution of which I
solicit your support and assistance in the effective carrying out of the same. Exercising
comprehensive views of the wants of the community for whom we are acting, and not
guarding the interests of any particular class or body, but keeping constantly before us
that fundamental principle and key stone of all good governments, viz.: ““The greatest
good to the greatest number,” we shall, by acting in such a manner best subserve
the true interests of the city. Our city is the centre of what should be large manu-
facturing interests. We have natural advantages which should make Halifux the large
commercial enterepot for the maritime provinces. That these manufucturing and mech-
anical industries should be encouraged to locate their works in this city, we should see
that our expenditures are judiciously made, and nothing be done to increase the city’s
rate of taxation beyond what the citizens demand themselves in the way of expenditure
and improvement. While we continue to exact large and increasing sums of money from
these manufacturing concerns in the shape of taxes we cannot expect them to make that
rapid growth which will tend to the building up of the city, that we all so much desire.
We should, therefore, guard our finances carefully to see that economy (and I use that
tti:ll.‘u:n again in the broadest sense) should be exercised in the administration of all our
all aars,

The civic debt has, as you well know, been increasing at rapid rates during the past
few years,and while I will not now discuss the wisdom or otherwise of that increase it will
be seen by all that before authorizing any additional burdens which will tend to add to
that debt it were well to husband carefully our resources with a view to the lowering
as soon as practically possible of the rate of taxation. That shall be my aim during my
term of office, and to you, gentleman of the Council, I look for assistance. In order to
administer our affairs wisely, justly and economically harmony must prevail on all sides.
and I trust that by so acting our work together will be productive of the best results.







