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Read report Taws and Privileges Commitées on proposed amend-
ments to Assessmeut Law and on other matters.

REPORT LAWS AND PRIVILECE3 COMMITTEE.

Commirree Room, Crry Hawry, Japuvary 18th, 1904,
To His Worship the Mayor and City Council =

GENrLENMEN, —Y.mt Committee on Laws and Privileges beg to report that at a
meeting of the Committee held this day there were present Alderman Geldert {Chair-
aan), Doyle, Rogers and Hayward. 3

Your Committee had under consideration the letter of Messrs Lyons & Tobin in #e
W. L Eaton’s claim, reported on by the Public Aecounts Committee on 14th July last,
on which date His Honor the Recorder was instructed: by resolution of Council te pre-
pare an Act te borrow the amount recommended in said report.. Your Committee beg
to report that the Recorder has this matter in hand and will prepare an Act in accord-
ance with said resolution. i

Your Committee had alse under consideration the matter of intercst on Common
Uammutatin Fund and rents due on Common Lots, and have directed the Assistant
City Clerk to prepare a statement showing number of lots uncommuted and rents doe
amd snbmit same to the Couneil,

Your Committee had also under consideration the proposed new scheme of assess-
ment for the City, submitted to the Council by the Ratepayers Association. Your Com-
mittee beg to report that a public meeting was held on the 12th December te give
watépayers an opportunity to expr ss their opinion on the merits of the proposed new
scheme. Messrs, William Roche, James Morrow, Alfied Whitman, R. Carter, Isiah
Mosher and a number of others spoke agaimst the adoption of the proposed new scheme,
and Vessrs. Clayton, Hart and Wood speke in favor of it. Communications were
received from D. Budge, Superintendent of Bermuda Cable Co., and 8. 8. Dickenson,
Supgrintendent of Commereial Cable Co., against the proposed tax on Cable Companies 3
also from G. H. Merlin, Secretary of the Halifax Typographical Union, enclosing a
vesolution of that body asking that before the proposed new tax scheme is adopted a
plebescite be taken on it.

On wotion of Alderman Rogers, seconded by Alderman Hayward, the following
vesolution was adopted :—

Resolved,—That in the opinion of this Committee the scheme submitted to us i%
unfair and inequitable and bears hard on the middle class and smaller tax payers ; that
the present scheme of taxation is much fairer than the scheme submitted ; that if any
change is to be made it should be in the dirvection of an income tax ; but no such scheme
as that submitted should be passed until the people have an opportunity of approving
of it by a plebescite first submitted to them at the next civic election.

Alderman Doyle voted against the resolution, he being the ounly other member of
the Committee present, besides the Chairman.

J. M. Gevpvert, Chairman.

- Read Minority report of Laws and Privileges Committee in re new
Assessment Law.

MINORITY REPORT.

Havirax, N. 8., January 16th, 1904,
His Worship the Magor and City Council :

GeNTLEMEN, —Your Committeeon Laws and Privileges beg to report that incompliance
with yourinstructionsthey calledapublicmeeting of citizens forthe purposeof giving those
interested in the new scheme of assessment presented to the Council by the Ratepayers

e
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Association an opportunity of being heard as to the merits and demerits of the measure
The public meeting referred to was held in the City Couneil Chamber on the eveniag of
the 16th December last. There was a very fair attendance, and your Committee gave
the interested parties a very full hearing, as is evidenced by the fact that we were in
scssion pearly four hours. After carefully weighing the reasons advanced, both for and
against the scheme, your Commiitee has come to the conclnsion that the promoters of
the same made out the better case. and we are therefore, of opinion, after giving the
matter full investigation and consideration that the measure so proposed (with the recom-
mendtion we hereafte make)isonethat willenure tothe benefit of the comipunityas a whole
withont doing injustice to any individual. We feel the persons instrumental in bringing
forward this sheme are sincere in the'r convictions as to its merits, and we consider they
are entitled to a great deal of credit for their work and public spirit. They should not
be looked upon as public enemies, as in our opinion the scheme referred to is not intro-
duced for the purpose of evading taxation. The bill as laid before your Committee, is
divided into five sections, as follows, viz:

No. 1 deals with real estate, whieh is to be assessed in the same manuer as at
present.

No. 2 imposes a honsehold tax of of 1-5th the assessed value of the house in the ease
of the owper and 1-5th the annnal rental nrltiplied by ter in the ease of the tenant.
This plan is substituted for the former method of assessing furniture.  No tax, however,
is to be levied on owners occupying dwellings valued less than $500. e

No. 3 imposes a business tax of 75 per cent. of the assessed value of the premises
occupied by the owner, except where stocks exceed said 75 per cent. value, when the
assessinent is 10 be made as at present, viz., 75 per cent. of the actual value, less tools
and machinery in operation. In the case of tenants the method of computing the value
of real estate 1s 10 times the anuual rental, aud the assessinent caleulated as in the case
of the owner given above.

No. 4 provides for a poll tax of 35 on persons not otherwise taxed, and in receipt of
an income of 400, i

No. 5 provides torspecial taxes as per list attached hereto.

As regards No. 1. that is the real estate tax, as there is no change to be made in the
method of assessinent, there will be, in our opiniou. a decided improvement in this
particular class of property, as if the business tax brings in an additional $3,000,000 for
assessment, and we feel that it will, the rate will naturally fall and real estate owners
be very materially benefited thereby. As they have beza bearing the burden in the
past this ineasure of relief ongbt to be appreciated by them. We recommend, however,
in the ease of private dwellings only that no dwellings should be assessed more than
$15,000, so that the citizens will not be discouraged from erecting costly residences.

As regards No. 2, that is the household tax, we are of opinion that the mathod pro-
posed is a fair one, as it fixes a standard and does away with any reason for intruding
on the privacy of a man’s home for the purpose of ascertaining the value of the contents
of same. We think the standard proposed, 1-5th of the assessed vailue of the house
occupied an equitable one, as we have found on investigation that this is about the
relative proportion as between house and furniture that a citizen usually insures against
fire. There may be a few cases where the value of furnitmre is greater than this pro-
portion, but we feel that a man should not be penalized for beautifying bhis home. On
the contrary, he should be encouraged to do so, as he benefits the business community
by making purchases of articles which are not to be held for sale. As no tax is to be
imposed in the case of the owner, where a house is worth less than $500, the man who
has purchased a little home is not interferred with. We recommend, however, that in
the case of a weekly tenaunt only, paying $2 a week or less, that no tax be imposed Io

the case of weekly tenants only, paying more than 32, but not exceeding 3, the limit of
assessment to be $200. This, we feel, will relieve the poor man from paying anything
beyond his means.

As regards No. 3, that is the business tax, we are of opinion that the method pro-

posed is a fair and equitable one, and will, if adopted, realize the expectations of the
promoters of this scheme by adding about $3,000,000 to what was formerly obtained by
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the personal property assessment, and it will do this; ve think, without unloading from'

as a result of vur investivation weare of opinion that those who will be called'to pay more,
have every reason to do s, as théy have been paying too little in' the- past, while those

business have to keep lurge stocks on hand and replenish them quickly, and thus are
always stocked up when the assessors call; and by the former class we mean those who
by the quick turnover of their stocks will do as ldrge a business, if not larger, taking it
in the aggregate, as the class first refeérred to, but only have a few thousand dollars’

oceurs, but it wonld be invidious to make comparisons, dnd we therefore refrain from’
doing so.  Nevertheless, we have examined epough cases to warrant us is stating that
| they exist in sufficient numbers to increase the assessment by nearly $3,000,000, ag
( already stated. It will be conceded, we think, that the old system is faulty, as the
assessiment on personai property is left to the accident of chance; biit by this method
a standard is fixed, that is, 75 per cent. of the assessed value of the real estate as a
minimum (and we think the percentage a fair one) and 75 per cent. of the actual value
of the stock itself when it exceeds in value the value of the real estate coutaining it.
The alternative we think a good provision, as it removes any incentive to do business in.
poor quarters. We think also the exemption of machinery in operation and tools of
tricde & good one, for reasons that are apparent to everybody. To prevent any hard-
ship on small shopkeepers we recommend that no tax be iwmposed where the rent paid
is $100 per annum or less. X

As regards No. 4, that is the poll tax, we recommend that the amount should be $4
instead of 35. and the limit of income rajsed to $500.0r more, instead of $409; and that
the said tax should not apply to weekly tenants and small shopkeepers exempted in
preceding sections ; also, that any person may have the right to demand that he or she
be assessed for $200 on persounal property in lieu of said poll tax —notice of such inten-
tion to be given the assessors within five days after receiving the poll tax notice. As
the poll tax itself is to be paid by the 1st December in each year it leaves no room for
bribery in case of civie elections. With the recommendations we have made we feel
that only thuse who can afford it wi'l have to pay this tax, and they will be chiefly
unmarried people, who now pay nothing. At any rate they have the alternative of be-
coming regularly assessed for $200.

It is alsc proposed to retain such portions of section 303 as are not dealt with under
the several headings now proposed to be adopted, and in order that these may be made
more explicit we recommend adding the following clause to the bill, which we feel will
carry out the idea, viz. :  ‘“ That personal property other than merchandize and house-
hold goods, moneys in possession or in bank, not ou deposit receipt, ships and vessels at
home or abroad, or shares or interest therein, and moneys invested in the city other
than on mortgage or exempted investments, shall be asse-sed as at present on such
persons as in the judgment of the assessors should be assessed by reason of leing
possessed of the property enumerated above, except that ships and vessels, or shares or
interest therein, shall only be assessed at 1-4th their actual value. As regards the
special taxes, we will leave those to be discussed by the Council but we would recom-
mend that the tax on cable companies be reduced to $30, as they do not do much busi-
ness here, but on the contrary spend a lot of money for supplies, ete. We recommend,
also, that the tax on insurance companies, other than fire, life and marine, be reduced to
§50, as the business in these lines is small. We also recommend that the tax on resident
brokers be $20 instead of $120, as we do not think it wise to drive the busivess into the
hands of commercial travellers. In the case of express companies, we think the tax
should remain as suggested, viz., $500, as we find the greater part of their receipts is
derived from charges on goods imported into the City from Toronto, Montreal, Boston,
New York and other cities. They thus act as agents for concerns who pay nothing to
the revenue of the City, but compete with our merchants. They also sell money orders
and exchange, and thus compete with our banks. e think, also, that the tax on
telegraph companies is too small, and we suggest $600 as a fair amount, considering the
business they do. We think, also, that the items 35 single team, $10 double team for
delivery purposes should be struck out, unless said team or teams are driven by a person
under 18 years of age, when they are to be imposed. e also think that non-resident

oneclass toanother. Itis true some people will pay more and som'e people will pay less, bur:

who will pay less. due to the lowering of the rate, will only have a long-standing
grievance removed. By the latter class we mean those who from the' nature of their

worth when the assess s visit them. We cduld mention a number of cases where this-
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machanics should pay 310.00 per head as they compete with our own men. This clause.
however not to apply to any resident of the couuty. We also that city contractors
should pay a special tax of 1 per cent. on contracts secured by them within the City,
that is on every contract exceeding $20,000.

In closing, we may say that we have endeavored to place onr conclusions fairly
before you, and we feel that with the recommendations and restrictions we have made
that the measure is one that we can safely advise you to adopt We do not say it is a
perfect one, but sc far as the peculiar conditions of this City are concerned. it is in our
opinion, the best scheme that has yet been advanced. We recommend. however, that
the legislation at present in force regarding liens, exemptions or partial exemptions from
taxes, as to persons and property and investments, fixed taxation, special licenses, not
affected by this measure, and the penalties for non-compliance with the same, also the laws
for collecting taxes be retained, and that the Recorder be instructed, if thi< bill passes
the council, to see that this is done.  All of which s respectfully submitted.

E F. DoyLe.
J. A. JoHxNsoN.

Alderman Rogers submits a petition signed by a larg: numb:r of
merchants and others against the proposed measure. The same is
read.

Moved by Alderman Hubley, seconded by Alderman Hayward, thas
all the papers on this subject be discussed simultaneously. Motion
passed.

Moved by Aleerman Doyle, seconded by Alderman Juhnson, that
the report of the Minority of the Laws and Privileges Committee be
adopted.

Moved in amendment by Alderman Rogers, seconded by Alderman
Hayward, that the Majority report of the Laws and Privileges Com-
mittee in re proposed amendimzents to the Assessment Act be adopted.

The amendment being put is passed, 8 voting for the same and 6
against it, as follows :

For the Amendment. Against it
Aldermen Campbell, Barry, Aldermen Lithgow, Halliday,
Mahoney, Lamphier, Johnson, Taylor,
Hubley, Cawsey, Doyle, Hawkins—6.

Rogers, Hayward—.8
ead report Laws and Privileges Committee covering draft amend-
ments to the Liquor Licens: Act,

DRAFT ACT TO AMEND LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

Comyirree Roosm, City Hacr, Jan. 27th, 1904.

" His Worship the Mayor and City Council :

GeNTLEMEN,— Your Committee on Laws and Privileges beg to repurt that a meeting
of the Committee was held this day, there being present Aldermen Geldert (Chairman),
Johnson, Doyle, Rogers and Hayward.

Your Committee recommend that the enclosed draft of an Act to amend the Lignor
License Act as far as concerus the Civy of Halifax be adopted and <ent to the Legis atire
for concurrence.

J. A. Jomnsow, dActing Chusrman.
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AN ACT TO AMEND THE LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

BE 1T ENACTED, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, as follows :—

1. When an applicant for an hotel or shop license has obtained the certificate men-
tioned in sub-section 1 (a) of section 17 of said Act and a license has been granted
thereon, the City Council of Halifax may, if it see fit, continue, for the period of three
years to grant him a license thereon each year without the production of any new cer-
tificate, provided the applicant has not been convicted of violating any part of said Act.

2. In case he has been so convicted he shall forfeit his license and shall not again
be entitled to a license until he shall have obtained a fresh certificate, as required by
sub-section 1 (a) of section 17 of the Liquor License Act.

3. Sub-section (1) of section 7 is repealed and the following substituted :—** Ah
“ < Hotel License ' shall authorize the licensee to sell and dispose of liquor on the premi-
““ ses in quantities not exceeding one quart at one time to one person.”

4. Sub-section (2) of said section is repealed and the following substituted :—*‘ A
¢ ¢ Shop License ’ shall authorize the licensee to sell and dispose of any liquor on the
* premises not exceeding two gallons sold or disposed of at one time to any one person.”

5. Sub-sections (a) and (b) of section 40 of said Act shall not apply to any appli-
cant for an hotel license or any license granted therefor. This section only to apply to
hotels of twenty-five rooms and upwards.

6. Section 9 of said Act is repealed and the following substituted :

9. The following license duties shall be payable and shall be in lieu of all other
Provincial or Municipal dnties and fees :—

For each hotel having under twenty-five rooms.... . ................. ......8200 00
For each hotel having twenty-five rooms, but not exceeding fifty.............. 300 00
For each hotel having fifty rooms, but not exceeding seventy-five.. ... ... .. 500 00
For each hotel having seventy-five rooms or over ..... ................cvnu.. 750 00
Each shop license ....... AL e 2 s B S et L N = YL 200 00

7. This Act shall only apply to the City of Halifax and any Act or part of Act
inconsistent with it is repealed.

The said draft Act is considered clause by clause.

Read clause 1 re Signatures to License Applications.

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Taylor, tha
said clause be adopted. Motion passed. -

Read clause 2 re forfeiture of License,

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Lithgow, that
said clause be adopted. Motion passed.

Read clause 3 permitting liquor to be consumed on the licensed
premises (hotels).

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seoonded by Alderman Campbell, that
said clause be adopted. Motion passed. -

Read clause 4 permitting liquor to be consumed on the premises
(shops).

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Campbell, that
the clause pass. Motion passed.

Read clause 5 exempting hotels of twenty-five rooms and upwards
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from the operation of sub-sections (a) and (b) of Section 40 of the
Liquor License Act (in re distance from railways; churches, &e.)

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seeonded by Alderman Campbell, that
said clause be adopted. Motion passed.

tead clause 6, sub-clauses 1, 2, 3 and 4, in re fees for hotel
licen-es,

Moved by Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Halliday, that
the same do now pass.  Motion passed,

Read clause 6 sub-section 5 in re fees for shop licenses.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Johuson, that
the fee for shop license be placed at $150.00. Motion put and lost, 3
voting for the same and ! against it, as follows :—

For the Motion. Against it.
Aldermen Campbell, Lamphier, Aldermen Lithgow, Hallidav,
Hayward—3. Johnson, Barry, Taylor,

Doyle, Cawsey, Rogers,
Hawkins—9.

Alderman Hubley exensed from voting.

Moved by Alderman Rogers, seeconded by Alderman Halliday, that
the clause be adopted.  Motion passed.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Lithgow:
that a clause be added to the Act amending section 51 of the Liquor
License Act so that hotels befare they may be granted an hotel license
in the City of Halifax shall have ten rooms for guests instead of the
six rooms now required. . Motion passed.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, sceconded by Alderman Lithgow, that
the Recorder be instyucted to draft Aets in compliance with the resolu-
tions adopted at this meeting with respeet to the Liquor License Act
and also upon the recommendation of the Public Accounts Committee
and submit the same to the Legislature at its present session, . Motion
passed,

Moved by Alderman Cawsey, seconded by Alderman Lamphier, that
the Committee on Works notify the Lessee of the Old Exhibition Build-
ing that his lease will expire on the first day of May next and that
previous to the said date that the Committee on Works advertise for
tenders for the lease of the building, Motion passed.

Read report special Committee on pensioning firemen, covering
schedule,

PENSIONING FIREMEN.

1. That a Superannuation Fund be formed for the benefit of the permanent men
employed by the Fire Department.
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2 That a dedaction be made from the pay of each permanent, employee equal to
Tour per cent. per annum of such pay tewards the Superannuation Fund, payable in
monthly instalments

3. All deductions frem the pay of the force, all fines and all gratuities and
<lonations to the force shall be paid into the Snperannuation Fuad.

4. The City shall contribute five hundred <ollars per annum for ten years.

5. The sums of moenev derived from above sonrces are to be allowed to accumulate
at componud interest for ten years. :

6. After ton years a retiring allowance may be granted to any qualified employee
of the department who has served in an established capacity for ten years or upwards
and has attained the age of fifty-five years, or is incapacitated by infirmity from pro-
perly performing his duties, caleulated on his average yearly salary for the then past
three years, and not exceeding the following rates, viz :—1/35 of such annual salary for
every yvear he has contributed to the fund, not to exceed in any case 25/35ths.

Retirement shall be compulsory on every person to whom superannuation is offered.

7- A vefund equal to the amount paid in, without interest, shall be paid to any
enployeec obliged to quit the service on acceunt of infirmity before becoming entitled te
allewanee.

The same refund shall be made to the representatives of any person dying in the
service.  But employees discharged for eause or resigning veluntarily shall not receive
any refund, nor shall employees who may be retired en acceunt of age and entitled to
4 pension as hereinafter provided.

8. Hereafter no person shall be appointed a member of the Fire Department who
is more than thirty years of age at the time of application or less tham five feet mine
inches in height and thirty-eight inches chest measurement.

9 Noapplicant shall be appointed until satisfactory certificate of birth and a
cortificate from the City Medical Officer that he is in good health, and in full possession
of all his faculties, and complies with the preceding regulation, have been laid before
and approved by the Board of Fire Wards. In the absence of “any church or official
vegistry of the birth of the applicant, the Committee may receive the statutory declara-
gion of the parent or other person having personal knowledge wf the date of birth of the
applicant in lien of such certificate.

10. Any employee having centributed o the fund for twenty-five or more year®
shall be entitled as of right to retire from the service at the maximum rate of allowance.
All employees appointed after the establishment of the fund shall be compulsorily
wetired on reaching the age of fifty-five years.

11. Men at present in the Department may at the diseretion of the Committee be
continued in the service fer a further period of five years notwithstanding the age limit
of fifty-five years. At the end of such period, or if retired previously, on account of
incapacity, they shall receive out of the revenue of the City a pension equal to ene-half
of their average yearly salaries for the three years previous to retirement.

© 12. Any permanent employee who has contributed to the fund for tem or mor€
years shall, en being retired from the service on account of having reached the age limit,
ibe entitled to receive the maximum allowance asin Section 6, and the difference between
‘the amount he would be entitled to from the Superannuation Fund and the aboveamount
as pension shall be paid out of the revenue of the City.

13. The sums mentioned in sections 4, 11 and 12 shall be special assessments under
the provisions of section 291 of the City Charter.
FIREMEN'S SUPERANNUATION SCHEME.

‘On basis of 25-35ths of present pay.

21 men—11 of whom will reach age limit (55 years) in from one to eight years from
«late.
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CosT EACH YEAR 25-35ths Basis.

1st. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. ° 5th. 6th. Tth. : 11th.
S1874.40 $2245.80 $2245.80 $2942.25 $2942.25 $3573 75 $3573.75 $3839.55 54588.85

CostT EACH YEAR—HALF Pay.

Ist. 2nd. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 6th. Tth. 8th. 11th.
§1315.00 $1575.00 $1575.00 $2043.00 $2043.00 $2485.00 $2485.00 $2706.00 $3435.30

The above amounts to be paid out of assessment each year.

REVENUE EXPECTED.

S O TR (L 0 S R A Rt T VT $437 26
Hines and 1apsod DT BRY.. ..o comsinsgiomnis s in o sfomen o rin pin e mitva mintase 112 74
BT HRII ot st esssmtmies e i e sl e . St W $550 00
§550.00 per annum compounded @ 31% for 10 years =................ $6452 00

Income of Fund at end of ten years :—

Payment from men and/fnes: ¢ o s rus iviiine T 8550 00
Interest on Capital, $6450 @ 33% .. ..o cviviiivaninnnnn ez 225 75

=1
=1
i
-1
o

Claims to be expected at end of 10 years :—

1 @5-7o0f $100000.......... ... LRI e~ -~ oL s §715 00
1@5-7Tof T700.00......coiiivivins or iiieaeiaeennieaen 2. 500 00
- 1215 00
Pay out of Fund Income 2-7 of 1700.00 .. .... ... ......... .......5485 70
Pay out of Taxes 3-7 of S1700.00. ...... ... iiiiuieurnn vunnena.. 129 30
$1215 00

Placed on Order of the Day.

Moved by Alderman Cawsey, seconded by Alderman Campbell,
that the next meeting of this Council be held February 9th iustead of
February 4th. Motion passed.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Rogers, that
the Council adjourn. Motion passed.

Council adjourns 11.45 o’clock.
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An Act to Amend the Liquor License Act.

AN ACT TO AMEND THE LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

BE 1T ENACTED, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, as follows :—

1. When an applicant for an hotel or shop license has obtained the certificate men-
tioned in sub-section 1 (a) of section 17 of said Act and a license has been granted
thereon, the City Council of Halifax may, if it see fit, continue, for the period of three
years to grant him a license thereon each year without the production of any new cer-
tificate, provided the applicant has not been convicted of violating any part of said Aect.

2. In case he has been so convicted he shall forfeit his license and shall not again
be entitled to a license until he shall have obtaiued a fresh certificate, as required by
sub-section 1 (a) of section 17 of the Liquor License Act.

3. Sub-section (1) of section 7 is repealed and the following substituted :—*¢ An
““ “ Hotel License ’ shall anthorize the licensee to sell and dispose of liquor on the premi-
‘“ ses in quantities not exceeding one quart at one time to one person.”

4. Sub-section (2) of said section is repealed and the following substituted :—*¢ A
Shop License * shall authorize the licensee to sell and dispose of any liguor on the
‘‘ premises not exceeding two gallons sold or disposed of at one time to any one person.”

[T

5. Sub-sections (a) and (b) of section 40 of said Act shall not apply to any appli-
cant for an hotel liceuse or any license granted therefor. This section only to apply to
hotels of twenty-five rooms and upwards.

6. Section 9 of said Act is repealed and the following substituted :

““9. The following license duties shall be payable and shall be in lieu of all other
Provincial or Municipal dnties and fees : —

For each hotel having under twenty-five rooms ... — ................. .. ..., $200 00
For each hotel having twenty-five rooms, but not exceeding fifty ... ......... 300. 00
For each hotel having fifty rooms, but not exceeding seventy-five....... ... .. 500 00
For each hotel having seventy-five rooms or over...... ...................... 750 00
Bach:shop:licelige . ion o Fhin b v sy e s e e R e W e 200 0g

7  Section 51 of said Act is amended by striking out the words “*six bedrooms ” in
the fifth line from the top of said section and substituting therefor the words ** ten
bedrooms.”

8. This Act shall only apply to the City of Halifax and any Act or part of Act
inconsistent with it is repealed.

An Aot to Amend Chaptar 75 of the Acts of 1903, entitled “ An Act to
enable the City of Halifax to contribute money towards the pay-
ment of damag s for right-of-way taken by the South Western
Railway Company in the City of Halifax to the boundary line
between Ha ifax and Lunenburg Counties, and to amend an Act

of the Present Legislature on the same subject.”

BE 1T ENACTED, by the Governor, Council and Assembly, as follows :—

1. The sum required by the City of Halifax to pay the railway damages, costs and
expenses for land in the City and County of Halifax taken by the Halifax and South-
Western Railway Company for the railway track and the bonds authorized by law to be
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issued therefor shall be payable at such time to be fixed before the bonds are issued as
shall be sutlicient to pay for the same with the sum of five thousand dollars a year and
Its accumuiations.

2. Ibe said sum of five thousand dollars a year shall be asses-ed for by said City

under the provisions of section 7 chupter 51 of the Acts of 1902, and pail into the Sinking
Fund for the repaymeunt at maturity of the bonds mentioned.

3. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with this Act are hereby repealed.

An Act to Amend Chapter 58 of the Acts of 1891, known as the
: " City Charter.”

Be 11 ExacTep by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as follows :—

1. The salary of the Anditor ot the City of Halifax shall not exceed the sum of
fifteen hundred dollars (51,500 00) per annum

2. (1) No person, company or corporation shall put or place in or on any building
in the City of Halifax any electric wire, fitting, fixture, apparatus or attachment with-
out first having obtained a permit therefor to be issued by the City Electrician of the
said City upon such terms and conditions as he may deem proper.

(2)  The City Council are authorized to make Ovdinances for compelling the regis-
tration and licensing of electrical wire men in the office of the Committee on Works, the
manner and mode of installing wiring and apparatus for electric light, heat and power,
telephone, telegraph, call bell and other signalling cireuits and all sinilar systems in or
on any building in the City of Halifax ; the manner and mode of doing all work in
connection with the same ; the kind and quality of materials to be used; the manner
and mode of connecting with the main electrical distribution systems ; the manner of
fustening locating and conducting said wires in or on the building; the testing and
inspection of the same; and to prescribe the fees to be paid for registration and to
impose penaltics for the breach of said Ordinances and of this Act and terms including
imprisonment for non-payment of said penalties.  Said Ordinances to be subject to the
approval of the Governor-in-Council.

3. In case of any installation of eleetric wiring, conductors, fittings, fixtures or
apparatus or any electric wiring system now or that may hereafter be in operation or
any generating plant, motor, wires or other electrical apparatus located in any building
or premises becoming defective to such an extent, in the opinion of the City Electrician,
as to threaten immediate danger to life or property, the City Electrician having notice
thereof shall have immediate power to suspend the operation of such, pending the neces-
sary repairs

4. The City Electrician shall at proper hours have the right to enter any dwelling
and at any time to enter any public building or any building used for the purpose of
entertainment or amusement or premises where electric power or light is being used to
inspect all electrical wires or apparatus in order to ascertain if the proper regulations
have been complied with, and no person shall refuse to allow such inspection.

5 No alteration or change shall be made in the plan of wiring any building with-
out first notifying the City Electrician, and obtaining a permit therefor.

6. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with this Act are repealed.




EVENING SESSION.

8.10 o'elock.

CouxciL CuamBer, City Havry, Feb. 9th, 1904,

A meeting of the City Council was held this evening. At the
above hour there were present His Worship the Mayor and Aldermen
Hubley, Doyle, Lamphier, Taylor,Lithgow, Halliday, Campbell, Hay-
ward, Cawsey and Geldert.

Moved by Alderman Taylor, seconded by Alderman Doyle, that
the time for meeting be extended until 8.30 o’clock.  Motion passed.

8.30 roll called  Present the above named together with Alder-
men Rogers and Hawkins.

The Council was summoned to consider applications for liquor
licenses, to proceed with the business standing over and the trans-
action of other business.

The tollowing named papers are submitted:

Report City Prison Committee, by Alderman Taylor, Chairman.
Report Board of Fire WWards, by Alderman Hubley, Chairman.

Report Public Accounts Committee, by Alderman Lithgow, Chairman.
Report Cemefery Committee, by Alderman Campbell, Chairman.

Report. Laws and Privileges Committee on various matters, covering report City
Engineer in re Building Act and Draft Act re Dry Dock.

His Warship the Mayor submits the following named papers :—
Report Committee on Works re accounts.
Report Police Commission, re accounts.
Report City Engineer on cost of telephones, covering schedule.

Letter G. M. Acklom re Harrow House School.
Draft Act in re Commissioners County Court House.
Letter Moral Reform Association re certain applications for liquor licenses.

Application of W. W. McLellan for reappointment as License Inspector.
Report License Inspector covering applications for Liquor Licenses.

Letter John T. Woods asking for an investigation into certain statements made
by the Chief of the Fire Department.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Taylor, that
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the Order of the Day be suspended to permit the reading of the papers
submitted. Motion passed.

Read report Committee on Public Accounts covering accounts for
payment,

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
CommiTree Rooym, City Hari, February 9th, 1¢(4.

To His Worship the Mayor and City Council :

GENTLEMEN,—Your Committee on Public Accounts beg to report that at a meeting
of the Committee held this day, there being present Aldermen Lithgow (Chairman),
Doyle, Hubley and Rogers, the following accounts, amounting to $1,647.73, were
examined, found correct and recommended fos payment, viz :—

W. D. Fion, death certificates, Bontilier, $4 00 ; Gates $4.00 ; Connors, 34.00:
Mullins, $4.00; Martin, $4.00; Hare, $4.0; F. Smith, §4.00; A. Smith, $4.00—
$32 00.

Halitax Herald, subscription to Herald, 1903, City Clerk and City Collector,
£12.00.

James Bowes, printing Bill for Legislature, $3.00.
Newsome & Gilbert, repairs to typewriter, 310.00
Halifax Herald. advertising New Year’s reception, $3 13

Chronicle Publishing Co., adv. City Collector, $9.75; general, $53.75 ; Police De-
partment, 33 75—367.25

Blackadar Bros., Subscription to Recorder, 1903, $5.00; advertising, $6.53—
$11.53.

T. C. Allen & Co., printing Bills for Legislature, $18.00; stationery, License In-
spector, $29.25; do., revising City Charter, $6.75; do., Recorder’s office, $14.15; do.,
City Treasurer, $5.45 ; do., City Collector, $3.50 ; do., City Auditor, §12.00; do., City
Clerk’s department, 11.10—3100.20. :

A. & W, Mackinaly, stationery, $13.50.

Home of the Good Shepherd, $116.29 ; Industrial School, truant account, $%0.01;
do., criminal account, 3292:50 ; St. Patrick’s Home, truant account, $278.66; do.,
criminal account, $368 46 ; Borden, Ritchie & Chisholm, $259 20. Total $1,647.73.

Wwum. Litacow, Chairman.
The following resolution is submitted :
Resolved, that the report of the Public Accounts Committee be received and
adopted and His Worship the Mayor authorized to sign warrants for payment of

accounts therein recommended.

Moved by Alderman Lithgow, seconded by Alderman Rogers, and
passed.

Read report Police Commission recommending an account for pay-
ment,
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POLICE ACCOUNTS.

Crry HaLt, January 28th, 1904,
To the Cety Council :

GenTLEMEN, —The Police Commission beg to recommend for payment the attached
account of C. 8. Lane for 45 helmet covers at $1 00—545.00.

A. B. Crosey, Mayor and Chairman

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Taylor, that
said account be paid, Motion passed.

Read report Charities Committee covering accounts, &e.
CHARITIES COMMITTEE ACCOUNTS.

His Worship the Mayor and City Council :

GENTLEMEN, —The Charities Committee met this day and beg to submit the
following report : —

Members present—The Chairman, Aldermen Halliday, Barry, Mahoney, Hubley
and Hayward. .

The Superintendent’s report for January shows that during the month there were
57 persons admitted into the Poor's Asylum, 2 born, 27 discharged and 6 died. Of the
number admitted 34 were chargeable to the Province, 1 to Halifax County and 22 to

the City. The total number of inmates January 3lst was 384, made up of 239 wmen, 142
women and 3 children.

The following accounts chargeable to Maintenance were examined, found correct
and recommended for payment, viz:

Dillon Bros , 2479.37. J. & M. Murphy, $107.55
P. T. Shea, $113.67. W. A. Maling & Co., $57.56. George Gregorie, $28 40. Scotia
Pure Milk Co., Ltd, $69.75. Arthur Fordham & Co , $21.62. Joseph S. Cashen, $24.21.
Fleischmen & Co., $4.50. Wm. McFatridge, $43.00. Halifax Electric Tram Co., Ltd,
8128.10 C. 8 Lane, 81150. W. N. Brown, $500. H. H. Fuller & Co., $5.35.
Chronicle Pub. Co., Ltd, $12 50. Wm. D. Finno, M. D., $5.00. F. W. Anderson, M.
D, $5.00 A. F. Buckley, M. D., $500. A. A. Shaffner, M. D., $5.00. Longard
Bros , $10.25. Pay sheet (January), $756.83. Nova Scotia Hospital, $808.70. B.
Muleahy, §56.28. Victoria General Hospital, $148 91. Total §3,279.43.

F. H Longley & Co., $336.08.

W. H Cawsey, Chairman.
The following resolution is subwitted :—

Resolved, that the report of the Charities Committee be adopted and His Worship

the Mayor authorized to sign warrants for the payment of the accounts mentioned
therein.

Moved by Alderman Cawsey, seconded by Alderman Halliday, and
passed,

Read report City Prison Committee, covering accounts,
CITY PRISON ACCOUNTS.

Commirree Room, City Harr, Feb. 8th, 1904.
His Worship the Mayor and City Council : :

GENTLEMEN,—Your Committee on City Prison beg to report that at a meeting held
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this da.y,‘ there being present Aldermen Taylor (Chairman), Lamphier, Halliday and
Cawsey, the following accounts, amounting to $118.34, were examined, found eorrect
and recommended for payment, viz :

Evangelical Alliance, cab hire, $18.00. F R. Brown, stove supplies, $12.85. W.
T. Shortt, rep. clock, $1.25. J. A Leaman, 50 heads, §9 00. W. D. Irwin, drugs,
$4.90. Black & Flinn, 1 ton bran, $22.00. I. H. Crowell, dry goods, $11.76. A. M.
Bell, hardware, $2.83. R. B. Adams, groceries, $35.75. Total 11~.34.

Your Committee also submit the monthly reports of the Governor and Matron
which were approved of.
WM. Tavior, Chairmun

The following resolution is submitsed :—

Resolved, that the report of the City Prison Committee be received and adopted
and His Worship the Mayor authorized to sign warrants for payment of accounts
therein recommended.

Moved by Alderman Taylor, seconded by Alderman Halliday, and
being put is passed, '
Read report Camp Hill Cemetery Committee, covering account for

payment.
CEMETERY ACCOUNTS.

Ciry HaLL, February 9th 1904
To His Worship the Mayor and City Council :

GENTLEMEN,—Your Committee on Camp Hill Cemetery beg to recommend for pay-
ment the following account which has been examined and found correct :—
Wm. Foster, rep. sills tool house, $11.30.
D. H. CampBeLL, Chatrman.

Moved by Alderman Campbell, seconded by Alderman Taylor, that
said account be paid. Motion vassed.

Read report Laws and Privileges Committee on various matters and
covering draft Act re assessment Halifax Graving Dock Co., Limited,
and report City Engineer in re Building Act.

DRY DOCK—BUILDING ACT—BRENNAN CLAIM.

CommiTTEE Room, City Harr, February 4th, 1904.
His Worship the Mayor and City Council

GenTLEMEN, —Your Committee on Laws and Privileges beg to report that at a
meeting of the Committee, held this day, there being present Alderman Geldert (Chair-
man), Doyle, Rogers and Hayward, the Committee had under -consideration the re(fort.
of City Engineer in re claim of Edward Brennan for compensation for loss sustained by
overflow of sewerage in his cellar. Mr. Brennan and J. J. Power, his Counsel, were
present, also the City Engineer. The matter was fully discussed, and, on motion of
Alderman Doyle, seconded by Alderman Hayward, it was decided to recommend that
in the event of the Recorder’s finding the City to be liable for the damage sustained by
Mr. Brennan that he be paid the sum of $100.00 in full compensation for his loss.

Your Committee also report that they had under consideration the claim of the Dry
Dock Company re over assessment. Your Committee recommend that the Dry Dock
Company be exempted from taxation for the years 1904-1905 instead of being compelled
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to wait until 1900 and 1910 for such exemption, and that His Honor the Recorder _be
instructed to prepare an Act and submit the same to the Legislature in accordance with
this recommendation.

Your Committee further recommend that in view of the agreement made with the
Dry Dock Company with regard to their assessment that the license fee of $100.00 now
charged be cancelled.

Your Committee als» hal under consideration the Building Act submitted to and
passed by the City Council in March last and referred 1o the Committee for further
repurt.

It was Resolved, on motion of Alderman Doyle, seconded by Alderman Hayward,
that this Committee recommend the B-ilding Act presented last year be sent to the
Legislature. with the addition of the scaff.lding regulation to be prepared by His Honor
the Recorder aud City Engineer, and that the Kugineer prepare a brief statement for
the information of the Council of the important alterations in the law.

J. M. GerLoert, Chairman.
DRY DOCK.

A Bill entitled ““ An Act relative to the Assessment of the Halifax Graving Dock
Company, Limited

Bg 11 ENacTED by the Governor, (‘ouncil, and Assembly, as follows :—

1. Section I of Chapter 77 of the Acts of 1903, is repealed and the following sec-
tion is substituted therefor : —

1. The real and personal property of the Halifax Graving Dock Company, Limited,
in the City of Halifax, shall be exempted from assessment by the City of Halifax for
civic purposes for and during the assessment years 1904-5 and 1805-6 and thereafter the
real and persoual property of the Halifax Graving Dock Company, Limited, in the City
of Halifax shall be permanently assessed, for civic purposes, at a fixed value of
$200,000.00 and shall be rated and taxed ou the said amount by the City of Halifax.

2. Chapter 77 of the Acts, 1903, is hereby amended by adding thereto the follow-
ing sections : — .

‘4. That the Halifax Graving Dock Company, Limited, shall not be liable for
any assessment, tax, rate or license fee, other than mentioned in Section ome of this
Act, except for water rates.”

“‘5. Provisions of Section 313 of Chapter 58 of the Acts of 1891, as amended by
Section 21 of Chapter 44 of the Acts of 1897, are declared not to have applied to the
Halifax Graving Dock Company, Limited, and the said Company shall not be liable for
any license fee under said Acts.”

BUILDING ACT.

Crry ExGINEER’s OFFICE,

3 City Hawy, Havrrax, N. S., February 9th, 1903.
J. M. GELDERT, 3
Chairman Commitlee on Laws and Privileges. -

S1r,—In accordance with your request, I have gone carefully over the Building Act
adopted by the Council last winter as it has been 1evised by Judge Graham and Mr.
Bell. I had nothing to do with the revision last year as I was unfortunately absent
from the City at the time, but in my opinion the new Act is a great improvement on the
old one. The old Act is entirely out of date. It practically gives us no control over
anything but the foundations and exterior walls of buildings. We cannot control the
construction of doors, fire escapes and other modes of egress as they should be and have
no means of properly protecting tenants and firemen from injury in case of fire.
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1 : - ison. with the
I8 ! In the proposed new Act the following changes are made in couparison wi
; old Act:—
The details in connection with permits, the information to be preserved in the
Inspector’s office aud similar statistics in reference to buildings con-tructed are made
o more eomplete and definite ;
i Buildings are divided into three classes :
:
i l1st.—Fire-Proof ;
3 2nd. —Buildings similar to the present brick and stone baildings z
T 3rd.—Wooden frame buildings such as are now constructed outside the brick district.
£ The changes in this respect seem to bhave frightened builders and property l:l\\'l'll'.'l.;s H
% but there is nothing in the Act to compel property owners to construet buildings 0:“
ordinary use in the fire-proof or first class, they may stiil construct them in the secon
.i elass if they choose, and outside the briek district there is no compulsion.
3 A provision has been inserted in the Act permitting the moving of a wooden build-
& ing in the brick district to another part of the same lot, provided itisina satisfactory
¥ condition.
it Observation stands on roofs are prohibited.
. ‘ A LR - . - . .
B I'he numbering of buildings is provided for.
\ | Every building over seventy feet in height must De of the first elass.
. The Inspector is given better control of dangerons buildings, chimneys. ete.
3 The Inspector is given power to protect the public dnring construction of buildings.

Adjoining property Owners are given protection from injury by Work done by a
neighbor

The proper ventilation of school houses, theatres and factories is provided for.

r The Act will enable the Inspector to have the work done during the construction of
buildings that is now being worked out by the Board of Fire Escapes.

Regulations are made for construction of tenement houses to insare proper lighting>
ventilation and safety in case of fire.

The location of tenements over warehouses or stores containing wholly combustible
material is prohibited.

o Precautions ave taken to prevent fire from ashes and waste.
f\. | | Also, to give waining aund directions for fire escapes from schools, churches, hotels,
. factories and tenements containing over fifty rooms.
: And gives the Inspector power to order fire escapes and other safety provisions.

The standard of safety for floors of fire escapes is fixed.

Inspection of elevators is provided for.

{ Hearings must be held by the Inspector before boilers, furnaces, soap factories or
similar installations are permitted.

The interior of brick buildings, bearing of columns, floor joists, protection of metal ~
from fire, capacity and construction of floors and roofs, fire stops, construction of eleva-
tors and hoist ways is placed under the control of the City so that no builder will be

ermitted to put up work that will be a imenace to the occupants and employees in
vuildings and that the life of firemen will not be in danger in case of fire.
b It is provided that no nails or woodwork shall touch any chimney.
i In order to prevent dispute as to the strength of materials schedules are inserted
showing the standard strength for those materials commonly used in building. This
g seems to have frightened many people, but is really not so formidable as it looks.
It :
{
§5)
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The thickness of all walls and parti walls for dwellings has been reduced to 8 inches,
which will make the coustruction of dwelling houses cheaper while there will still be
safe fire stops.

There ave one or two provisions which might be considered objectiomable which
have been altered by the revisors :—

The Aet provided that all tenements should be constructed of brick or stone. That
tias been altered to apply to the brick district only.

There are two provisions, however, which have not been altered and which I cannot
approve of : —

The first provides that every permanent school honse shall be of the first class. It
would be wise to make the construction of every school house within the brick district
first class : but the City cannot afford to erect thoroughly fire-proof school houses in the
suburbs  While it would be very desirable if we could afford it, there is not the same
mecessity for it as they are surroumnded by large school yards. I would therefare recom-
mend that that provision be altered to apply to the brick district only.

The thickness of external and parti walls of the first and second class, except
dwellings, is placed at 16 inches for the first storey. The old law requires only 12
inches, and I would recommend that the thickness of walls for buildings of the second
class be only 12 inches as at present required. -

I would strongly recommend that the Act be adopted with the changes suggested.

F W. W. Doaxg, City Engineer and Building Inspector.

The same are now read, the report of the Committee being con-
sidered clause by clause.

Read Clause 1 7e claim of Edward Brennan for damages.

Moved by Alderman Geldert, seconded by Alderman Hay ward, that
this clause be adopted subject to the opinion of His Honor the
Recorder. Motion passed.

Read Clause 2 in re Dry Dock Assessment, covering draft Act.

Objected to and placed on Order of the Day.

Read Clause 3 re Building Act covering report City Engineer.

Moved by Alderman Geldert, seconded by Alderman Lithgow, that
said clause be adopted and that the recommendations made by the City
Engineer be incorporated in the Act. Motion passed.

Read Draft Act in 7e Commissioners of County Court House.

COUNTY COURT HOUSE.

" An Act to amend Chapter 26 of the Acts of 1881, entitled, ‘* An Act to vest tha
Court House of Halifax in Commissioners and for other purposes,” and Chapter 67 of
the Acts of 1899, in amendment thereof.

Bg 1t ExacTED by the Governor, Council, and Assembly, as follows :—

3 Sub-section 2 of Chapter 67 of the Acts of 1899, is hereby repealed and the follow-
ing substituted therefor :—

The Governor-in-Council shall annually appoint one commissioner, the Town of
Dartmouth one commissioner annually, the Municipality of Halifax County shall
annually appoint two commissioners and the City Council of Halifax shall annually
appoint five commissioners, consisting of the Mayor for the time being and four Alder-
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men. The commissioners so a'{)pointed shall, for the purposes hercinafter declared,
form a body corporate and politic under the corporate name of *“ the Commissioners of
the Court House at Halifax.” The said Mayor shall be chairman of the said corporate
body. :

Moved by Alderman Campbell, scconded by Alderman Doyle, _hat
said Act be approved of and forwarded to the Legislature for enactment.
Motion passed. :

Read report City Engineer in re cost of telephones, covering
schedule. '

TELEPHONES.

Crry Excixeer’s Orrice, February 5th, 1904.

To His Worship the Mayor :

Sig,—The Committee on Works, with Alderman Hawkins, have had several con-
ferences with the Manager of the Nova Scotia Telephone Company with the view of
reducing the cost to the city of the telephones in use by the different departments. The
accompanying statement shows in detail the proposition made by-the Manager of the
Company, which I am instructed by the Committee on Works to send to the Council to
be dealt with.

F. W. W. Doaxg, Uity Engineer.

City of Halifax.

PrESENT PAYMENT. Pi:orPosED PAYMENT.
Works :
City Clerk’s Office .. wvvuive coivis o oS 40000 § 35 00 -
City Collector’s Office ...... .... ............ 4000 35 00
City Engineer's Office ... .......... SISO ), 35 00
$ 5 (Desl) - smsiuiamaans Free
Gity Work Shop wsesie S S o s 35 00 35 00
Aldermen’s Baotn o in st nh s i 30 00 Free.
Mayor's Office ..ciuinsnis dtemssnansmesnn . 18 00 o
Stipendiary's Residence ......... .. ... .... 25 00 30 00
Clerk of Works Office .... ..... b e e T ) 35 00
Reservoir—Chain of Lakes ) ............... 100 00 121 00 (855 x $66
Pipe House—Spruce Hill { Mileage )
Supt of Water Works™ Residence ............. 25 00 30 00
City Engineer’s Residence ........ .. i b w0 D 30 00
$408 00 —— §386 00
Police
Police Statiom. i cvi v i iviviy e vamasth vin 35 00 35 00
Detective Power's Residence ................. 25 00 30 00
60 00 - 65 00
Board of Health:
Board of Health Office ...... ...... .......... 15 00 Free. -
Small Pox' Hospital .......... ..o iiiniun, 25 00 25 00
Diphtheria Hospital.... . .....ocevn vivenonn.. 25 00 25 00
65 00 50 00
Prison : :
Rockhiead ..ol ovivian St s o S el sele 40 00 54 00
(830 x §24 Mige.)
Poor Asylum : 35 00 30 00







