EVENING SESSION.
8.10 o'clock.

CouxciL CHAMBER, City Havn, February 17th, 1910,

A meeting of the City Council was held this evening. As the
above named hour there were, prescnt His Worship the Mayor and
Aldermen Whlson, Hubley. Bligh, O’Brien, Douglas, MacKenzie,Ed wards,
Kelly, Smith, :

Moved by Alderman Hubley, seconded by Alderman Wilson,
that the time for meeting be extended until 8.30 o'clock. Motion
passed. . T

8.30 o'clock. ' Roll ‘called: Present, the ahove named together
with Aldermen Whitman, McManus, Corston, Hoben, Rankine,
Shaffner and Hebb.

The Council was summoned to proceed with business standing
over and the transaction of other business.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS.

The following named papers are submitted :—

Report Finance Committee, by Alderman Whitman, Chairman,
Report Laws and Privileges Committee, by Alderman Bligh, Chairman.
Report Committee of Fire Wards, by Alderman Edwards, Chairman.
His Worship the Mayor submits the following named papers :—
Report Chief of Police re Sunday violations of Liquor License Act.
Letter Deal Brothers, re purchase of Fire Department horses,
Petition against conerete sidewalk, Granville Street.
Reports (4) Committee on Works, viz:
Water Meter Bill EImwood Hotel.
Lighting City Council Chamber.
Cedar Street Sewer.
Dr. N. E. MeKay's claim for damages.

REFERENCE OF PAPERS SUBMITTED.

Read report Chief of Police roporting no violations of Liquor
License Act on Sunday since his last report. Filed.
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Read petition against conerete sidewalk Granville Street. Referr-
ed to Committee on Works for report.

Read letter Deal Brothers re purchase of Fire Department horses.

REPORT COMMITTEE OF FIRE WARDS.
ComMITTEE Room, City HarL, February 17th, 1910.

His Worship the Mayor and City Council :

GENTLEMEN,—The Committee of Fire Wards have considered the resolution
referred to them in connection wit.i the removal of snow by Fire Department
hor-es, and at a meeting. held this afternoon, passed the following resolution, all
the members of the Board being present—Alderman Hubley dissenting :—

Whereas, the best intercsts of the City, not only in preventing high rates in
insurance, but also in the protection of uninsured property, and also the lives of
the citizens, demand that the efficiency of the Fire Department shall not be
impaired.

And Whereas, the Chief of the Fire Department, on whom devolves the
responsibility of giving the citizens an efficient fire protection service, has advised
the Board that the use of Fire Department horses for the general clearing of snow
from streets or sidewalks in front of private properties is detrimental to the
highest possible efficiency of the Department, an opinion in which this Board
concurs:

And Whereas, all work in connection with streets and sidewalks is under the
supervision of the Board of Works, and does not in any way come within the
duties of the Fire Chief or his Department ;

1 herefore be it Resolved, that we recommend the Council to refer the matter
of clearing the snow from certain streets to the Works Committee for a report as
to the advisability of extending the snow lines so as to bring within the provi-
sions of the Snow Ordinance a number of streets not now within the snow limits.

Jas. 8. EpwarDps, Chairman.
Referred to Committee of Fire Wards for report.
CONSIDERATION OF PAPERS SUBMITTED.

Read report Committee of Fire Wards re Fire Department horses
removing snow, covering report Chief of Fire Department.

RE FIRE DEPARMENT HORSES.
OFFICE oF CHIEF FIRE DEPARTMENT, Feb. 16th, 1910.

To the Chairman and Members Committee of Fire Wards :

GENTLEMEN :—In each of the annual reports submitted by me the attention
of the Committee of Fire Wards has been called to the great inconvenience and
danger caused by the horses of the Department being used for purposes other
than those of the Department, viz:—removing snow and watering streets.

The condition of the water supply demands that the fire engines be put to
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work as quickly as possible. It is not in the interest of economy to expend a
large sum annually to keep the fire apparatus in condition for immediate use, to
have the fire stations equipped with swinging harness, patent springs on doors
and everything to lacilitate « prompt response to alarms when at the time an
alarm is sounded the horses may be from one-quarter to half a mile, or even
farther, away from the station. In drawingan engine weighing almost four tuns
each horse is hauling about two tons on the ground but when hauling through
gnow the resistance is much greater. In my opinion a horse taken directly
from a snow plough is not in a condition to draw a fire engine.

At an alarm of fire from box 72 No. 5 engine, Quinpool Road, stuck in snow
at the corner of North and Robie Streets. When I asked the driver the cause of
the trouble he said * What do you expect after taking a horse out of a snow
plough, running him back to the station and then making him draw an engine a
mile to a fire?” I could name other cases where drivers have reported that the
horses were unable to draw the engines after being taken out of a plough. When
the horses from Morris Street, Quinpool Road and West Street stations are
ordered out in the snow ploughs, that portion of the City west of Robie Street
(where the engines are required immediately in case of fire on account of the
poor pressure of water) is left in a very dangerous position.

On several occasions the heavy apparatus has been late on account of the
horses being out w: tering streets At the N and M Smith fire all the heavy
apparatus was from fifteen to twenty minutes late. The horses were engaged in
street watering and as there was a very high wind the drivers were unable to
hear the alarm.

In the case of the fire at Taylor’s shoe factory, in my opinion had the fire
occurred before five o’clock when the horses were out street watering, the engine
from Central Station would not have arrived at the fire in time tosave the
building, carrying an insurance of from $6o,000 to $70,000.

I wish, however, to impress upon your Committee that snow rloughing is
much barder on the horses and the delay is much greater than that caused by
street watering.

In my opinion, as Chief of the Fire Department, the horses should not be
used for any puiposes other than those of the Department, with the exception of
Eubhc properties where the citizens in general are served. If the presentcustom

e continued, I fear that we shall one day share a similar fate to that of our
sister city St. John, N. B., who attribute their great conflagration to the fact that
the horses of their Department were too far away from the stations when needed,

From my experience in connection with the Fire Department, I cannot but
agree with the expressed cpinion of the Committee of Fire Wards in their report
on the Fuller fire investigation that the horses of the Fire Department should
not be used for purposes other than those of the Fire Department.

Attached hereto you will find extracts from annual reports submitted by e
bearing on this matter.
P. J. BrobErick, Chief H. F. D.

EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORTS CHIEF FIRE DEPARTMENT.

1903-4
There is a practice at present existing which I consider should be remedied
at once. I refer tothe most unsatisfactory arrangement (from a fire department







