
EVENING 	SESSION 

801 0lock 
Council Chamber, Oity Hall, 
October 15th, 1931 

A meeting of the City Council was 

held this evening. 	At the above named hour there 

were present His Worship the Mayor and Aldermen 

Stech, Mitchell, Minshull, Redmond, Daley,Donovan, 

McInnes, Logan, Conn, McDonald, Shields, Golden, 

Thompson, O'Malley, O'Toole, Adams, Smeltzer and 

Probert. 

The meeting was called to proceed 

with business standing over and the transaction of 

other business. 

The folloving named papers were 

etilmittedt 

UTTER A.S. BARNSTEAD 

Read letter A.S.Barnstead, Clerk of 

the Executive Council informing the Council of the 

approval by the,Governor-in-Counoil of an amendment 

to Ordinance # 14 relating to hacks and of Ordinance 

# 150, re the removal of poles and wires from Ohebucto 

Road. 

FIIAD  

NOTICE OF ACTION AGAINST THE CITY 
'BY GERALD TILLY  

Read notice of action for damages 

against the City by Gerald Tilly 
.t. 

;PILED  v/(  

AETTE4 OUNARD STEAMSHIP COMPANY 

Read letter Cunard Steamship Company 

acknowledging receipt of a resolution of Council re 

naming of the new Cunard Steamship. 

FILED 



October 15th, 1931 

APPLICATION CANADIAN LEGION OF THE BRITISH TZIPME 
SERVICE LEAGUE  - CORNWALLIS BRANCH 

Read application of the Canadian 

Legion, British Empire Service League, Oornwallis 

Branch to sell poppies on Saturday November 7th, 

between the hours of 8 a. M. and 8 p.m.g- 

Halifax, N. S. Oct 0 8th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Sir: 
As has been customlry at about the 

anniversary of Armistice Day.in former years, the 
Canadian Legion again desires to sell poppies on the 
streets of Halifax this year, 	The day on which we 
desire to sell this year is Saturday Nov07th, 
between the hours of 8 a. m, and 8 p.m. 	The 
selling will be conducted by the various women!s 
organizRtions in this City, 	I have, accordingly, 
been instructed to write you to ask if the City 
Council, as in former years, will kindly permit us 
to sell poppies on the day mentioned above between 
the hours as stated. 	We feel sure of your sympathy 
in this movement, particularly as the poppies are 
manufactured by disabled ex-service men and the 
profits resulting frpm the sale are used exclusively 
for the providing of relief to needy ex-service men 
and their dependents° 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Fenton, 
Secretary,Poppy Campaign, 
Canadian Legion 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Adams that the application be granted, 

Motion passedv/ 

WORKS _DEPARNENT A000.pNTS 

Read report Committee on Works 

recommpnding for payment accounts amounting to 

0060,36: 

—273— 
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City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S.Oot.14th, 1931 

ACCOUNTS WORKS AND 
WATER. DEPARTMENTS SEPTEMBER 1931  

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 

At a meeting of the Committee on 
Works held this day, accounts amounting to 0,360.36 
were approved and reoommended to Council for pay-
ment. 

Water Dept- Construction 	0437.17 
Maintenance. 	381,11. $1,418.23 

Works Dept.--Capital 	1,124.34 

	

Appropriations 6111.11. 	42.08 

G•E.Ritchie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman O'Toole that the report be adopted and 

accounts paid. Motion passed. 

GENERAL =MINTS 

Read report of the Finance Committee 

recommending for payment accounts chargeable to 

the various services amounting to #11,546.13: 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
October 14th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, and 
Members of City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Finance Committee 

held this day the attached list of accounts amounting 
to $11,546.13 was passed as correct and recommended 
to the City Council for payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.J. Steoh 
OHAIRgAN 



October unilia 

Moved by Alderman St en. seconded by 

Alderman Daley that the report be adopted and 

accounts pa 	Motion passed° 

CITY HOliE AND Togo HOSPITAL ACCOUNTS 

Read report of the Charities 

Committee recommending for mment accounts charge- 

able to the City Home $9,549075 and to the T.B. 

Hospital $2,698.298 

Halifax, N.S.Oct. 13th,1931 

His Worshi* the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council° 

Gentlemen: 
The Charities Committee met this 

day and beg to submit the followirg report. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: The Chairman, 
Aldermen Probert, Minshull, fteltzer and O'Malley. 

CITY HOME ACCOUNTS SEPTEMBER 1931 AMOUNT  $9,549075 

City Home accounts for the month 
of September 1931 amounting to $9,549075 are 
recommended for payment. 

TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL ACCOUNTS SEPTEMBER 1931 
AMOUNT $2,89g.29  

Tuberculosis Hospital accounts for 
the month of September 1931 amounting to 0498.29 
are recommended for payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W.E.G.Shields 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Shields seconded 

by Alderman Minshull that the report be adopted and 

accounts pai,4 Motion passed. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS 

Read report of the Committee of 

Firewards recommending for payment accounts chargete 

to the Fire Department $14,041.05 and to Fire 

Alarm Maintenance $392.875 
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His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of the Oily 
Gentlemen: 

Committee Room, 
Bedford Row Station, 
Halifax, N.S.Ootogth, 1931 

Council. 

At a meeting of the Committee of 
Firewards held this day the attached accounts 
amounting to 014,041.05 for the Fire Department 
and $392.87 for the Fire Alarm Department were con-
siddred. 

Your Committee recommend that those 
accounts be passed for payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Walter Mitchell 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman OtoWn .1*.at the report be adopted and 

accounts paid. Motion passed. 

V/  
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACCOUNTS 

Read report of the Police Committee 

recommending for payment accounts amounting to 

0,302.16: 	
Halifax, N.S.,Oot.13,1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Police Committee 

held this date, the following accounts amounting to 
$9,302.16 were examined, found correct and 
recommended for payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
G•E.Ritchie 

MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman McInnes seconded 

by Alderman Dpnovan that the report be adopted and 

accounts paid. Motion passed. 
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CITY PRISON  ACCOUNTS 

Read report of the City Prison 

Committee recommending for payment accounts amount- 

ing to $2,062.24; and covering report of Governor 

Grant for the month of September 1931,1 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
October 9th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor 
and Members of City Council° 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Prison 

Committee held this day the attached list of accounts 
amounting to $2,062.24 was passed as correct and 
recommended to the City Council for payment° 

The report of Governor Grant,, for 
the month of September is also attached hereto° 

Respeotfully submitted, 

J.H. Conn 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

City Prison, Halifax, N. S0, 
September 30th, 1931 

To the Chairman, 
and Members City Prison Committee. 

Gentlemen"! 
I beg to submit the report of the 

City Prison for the month ending September 30th,1931 
as follows: 

Admitted during month, sixty seven 
males and two females, Discharged Seventy-eight 
males and four females. In custody September 30th, 
1931 Sixty-eight males and two females° Total 70 
inmates. Included in this number there are twenty- 
one males and one female, convipted under the 
Nova Soot is Liquor Act. 

At this date last year, there 
were fifty-six in custody made up of fifty one men 
and five womene. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Geo. Grant 
GOVERNOR CITY PRISON. 
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Moved by Alderman Donovan seconded 

by Alderman McDonald that the report be adopted and 

accounts paid,/ Motion passed. 

CITY HEALTH BOARD ACCOUNTS 

Read report of the City Health Board 

recommending for payment accounts amounting to 

0,185.40: 

Halifax, N. S, pot .15th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the City Health 

Board held on Tuesday, October 15th, the following 
named accounts amovnting to 0,185.40 were passed 
and recommended to the City Council for papment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W.D.Forrest 
CHAIRMAN. C.H.B. 

Moved by Alderman Smeltzer seconded 

by Alderman Redmond that the report be adopted and 

accounts paid. Motion passed. 

GARDENS PARKS AND COMMON ACCOUNTS  

Read report of the Committee on 

Gardens, Parks and .Common recommending for payment 

accounts chargeable to Public Gardens 037.17 and 

to Fleming Park #405.07: 

Committee Room, 
City Hall, 

October 14th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Committee on 

Gardens, Parks and Common held this day the 
attached lists of. acoounts- chargeable to the 
Public Gardens 0,930.17 and chargeable to 
Fleming Park $405.07-- welce passed as oorrect and 
recommended to the City Council for payment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W.E.Donovan 

ORAIRUAN 
-278- 
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Moved by Alderman Donovan seconded 

by Alderman Daley that the report be adopted and 

accounts paid. Motipn passed. 

ROAD OILS CONTBACTATINAL PAYMENT OW.A000U4T,  

Read report of the Committee on Works 

recommending a final payment of $63•41 to the 

Imperial Oil Oo.,Ltd. on their oontraot for supply—

ing of gravel duet layer: 

City Works Of & tice, 
Balifax, NA ot.15th, 1931 

Pad parIewona Qil Ifimited 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
The Committee on Works, recommend 

payment to the Imperial Oil Opmippny Limited, of the 
balance in full on their oontrOt fgr tile supply 
of gravel dust layer, amaunting to eg3.4a: 

G.E.Ritchie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Adams that the pbObrt be adopted and 

account paid Motion passed. 

IRON WATER PIPE CONTRACT  

Read report Committee on Works 

recommending payment to the Nationals Iron Corporation 

Company ,Limitedof the sum of $1,925.12 .-final 

payment on their oontraot for the supplying of 

iron pipe: 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N•S.,Oot.14,1931 

The Oity Council. 

Gentlemen 
The Committee on Works repommend 

payment to the Wional Iron Corporation Limited, 
of the sum of $l, 92' 	for 6" water pipe. 

GiE.Ritchie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRUAN 
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Moved by Alderman Mitchell 

seconded by Alderman Adams that the repprt be 

adopted and a count paid* Motion passed* 

OHEBUOTO  ROAD SEWER CONTRACT  

Read report of the Committee on 

Works recommending a final payment to Mr. Emile 

Bianco of $1,927.28 being the balance in full on 

his contract for trenching for sewer and water pipe 

on Ohebuoto Roads 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S.Oot.14th, 1931 

Ohebuoto Road Sewer 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
The Committee on Works recommend 

payment to Emile Bianco of the balance in full on 
.his contract for trenching for sewer and water pipe 
on Ohebuoto Road amounting to 0.292707gs ' 

G.E.Ritohie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Adams that the report be adopted and 

account paid. Motion passed 

CITY ENGINEER'S STAFF'  

Read report of, thd Committee on 

Works and City Engineer re the appointment of a 

qualified engineer to the City Engineer's Staff 

City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, N.Sel Oot.14th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor. 

Sirs As you know there has been a very 
large amount of work done during the past season 
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under the supervision of this office and there 
i promises to be more work than usual n connection 

with the unemployment relief during the next few 
months. 

We have been in the habit of 
employing temporary men when necessary to try and 
keep up with the press of work, but on acoount of 
the temporary nature of this employment we are not 
always able to get suitable or the best men. In 
the interests 9f the Oity it is advisable that 
another qualified engineer be appointed permanently 
to this office. Such an appointment should be a 
man experienced and qualified to municipal engineering. 
To obtain such a man will require tat a yearly 
salary of not less than $3,000. be paid, with an 
automatic yearly increase to $3,600. 

It is suggested that if the Committee 
and Council agree to employ such a man, that the matter 
of his appointment be left to either the Committee on 
Works or a Committee consisting of the Mayor and two 
aldermen. 	If the position is advertised for it 
will prevent at least two properly qualified men 
that I know of from being applioants, owing to the 
fact that they are at present under engagement and 
in their own interes is oould not afford to haye it 
known they were appl.ying for another position. 
There may be others who are similarly situated. 

It ip proposed to discuss this 
matter more fully with the Committee rather than 
lengthen this report. 

Respectfully submitt ed, 
• 

HJ. Johnston, 
CITY ENGINEER. 

City Works Office, Halifax, N.S., 
October 15th, 1931 

The attached report of the City 
Engineer recommending the appointment of another 
qualified Engineer to the staff of the office was 
considered by the Committee on Works on the 14th inst., 
and recommended to Council for adoption. 

G•E.Ritohie 
MAYOR AND OHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Adams that the report be amended by 

striking Mit the words in the third paragraph 9  

committee and 11  in the first line, "either" in the 

third line and "or the Oommittee consisting of 

a Mayor and #wo Aldermen " in the fourth and fifth 
—2g1 

OITYJNGINEERIS STAFF 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
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lines, and that the report as so amended be 

adopted 

Moved in amendment by Alderman 

Thompson seconded by Aldermen 03 Malley that the 

report be amended by the addition of the following 

paragraph namely 

That the applications for the 
position of Engineer be considered by the 
Works Department and their recommendation of 
a suitable person to fill the position be 
referred to the City Council for finalapprovalQ 

Amendment put and lost two voting 

for the same and sixteen against it as follows2 

FOR AMENDMENT 	 AGAINS'i IT 

Alderman O'Malley 	 Alderman Mitchell 
Thompson 	 Minshull 

Steoh 
Donovan 
Redrond 
Da1L: 
McInnes 
Conn 
Logan 
Golden 
McDonald 
Shields 
O'Toole 
Probert 
Omelt zer 

-2- 	 Adams - 16 

The report as amended is then read 

as f ollows?, 

City Engineer's Of f ice, 
Halifax, N.S0,0ct014th11931 

'7ETY ENGINEER'S STAFF. 

His Worship the MAyore 

As you know there has been a very 
large amount of work done during the past season 
under the supervision of this office, and there 
promises to be more work than usual in connection 
with the unemployment relief during the next few 
months() 

-282 

Sir: 



October  ..2alli 1331_ 

We have been in the habit of em- 
ploying temporary men when necessary to try and keep 
up with the press of work, but on account of the 
temporary nature of this employment we are not 
always able to get suitable or the best men. In 
the interests c the City it is advisable that 
another qualified engineer be appointed permanently 
to this office. Such an appointment should be a man 
experienced and qualified in impioipal engineering° 
To obtain such a man will require that a yearly 
salary of not less than $3,0000 be paid, with an 
automatic yearly increase to $3,6000 

It is recommended that if the 
council agree to employ such a man, that the 
matter of his appointment be left to the Committee 
on Works. 	If the position is advertised for.  it 
will prevent at least two properly qualified men 
that I know of from being applicants, owing to the 
fact that they are at present under engagement and 
in their own interests could not afford to have it 
known they were applying for another position° 
There may be others who are similarly situated. 

It ie proposdd to discuss this 
matter more fully with the Committee rather than 
lengthen this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 
.H. W. Johnston, 

CITY ENGINEER 

The original motion is put and 

passed unanimously. 

SEVER ST.ALBALELSEET 

Read repott of the Committee on 

Works and City Engineer on the application of W.D. 

Pieroey for the construction of a sewer and the 

extension of water on Stailban Streets 

City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, N.S.Sept.30th,1931 

SEWER 
ALAMOS STREET, 

Hie Worship the Mayor. 

Sir: 

an application 
of a sewer and 

At a previous meeting I reported on 
from W.Dlleroey for the construction 
extension of water on St.Albans Street 
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between Windsor Street and Walker Street, and On 
Walker Street to connect to the existing sewer. The 
Committee decided that it would recommend to Council 
that the sewer be constructed immediately, provided 
Mr. Pieroey would giva,  an unclertaking to proceed 
with the oonstruotion Of these five buildings as 
soon as the sewer was started. He is prepared to do 
this, and I would recommend tliat the Committee 
recommend to the Council that the sewer and water 
be proceeded with immediately. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H.W.Johnston 

CITY ENGINEER. 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.B., 

Odt.14th, 1931 

Sewer St tAlbans Street,. 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
Attaohed hereto is a report of the 

Oity Engineer on an applioat ion from W.D.Piercey for 
the conetruotion of a sewer and extension of water 
on St.Albans Street, between Windsor and Walker 
Streets. 

The Committee on Works recommend 
that said report be adopted and that the work be 
done. 

G.E.Ritohie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman. Adams that the report be adopted. 

Motion pas7d. 

CLIFTON STREET WATER EXTENSION 

Read report Committee on Works 

and Oity Engineer on the applioation of Mr. Sonar 

for extension of water supply northwardly on 

Clifton Streets 

City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, N.S., 

October 14th, 1931 
CLIFTON STREET WATER 
EXTENSION 

His Worship the Mayor 

Sir: 
I beg to report on an application 
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of Mr. sonar for the extension of the water supply 
northwardly on Clifton Street from Charles Street 
that at present his house No. 44 Clifton Street 
is supplied by a pipe running through the 
property No.77 Charles Street awned by Mr. Hossell0 
This was laid some years ago. 

The estimated cost of extending the 
pipe far enough to supply the Bonar house is 

0000000 I would recommend that the extension be 
made provided he will sign a bond agreeing to pay 
a,yearly rate of $36.00 which is the, interest at 

n the estimated outlay, and that the said amount 
of436.00 be fixed as a special rate. 

Respeotfully submitted, 

H.W . Johnston 
CITY ENGINEER 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S.Oct.14,1931 

Clifton Street Water Extension 

The City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
The attached report of the City 

Engineer on an application of Hz. Sonar for the 
extension of the water supply northwardly on Clifton 
Street from Charles Street is reoommended to 
Council for adoption. 

G.E.Ritchie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seponded 

by Alderman Adams that the reports be adopted. 

Motion pass d. 

,POLES AND WIRES OHEBUOTO ROAD  

Road report of the Committee on 

Works and City Engineer with reference to the removal 

of poles and wires from Chebuoto Road opposite the 

Air Ports 
City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, N.S., 
Oct. 13th, 1931 

OHEBUCTO ROAD POLES AND WIRES 

His Worship the Mayor. 

Sir: 
Ordinance No080 dealing with 
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erection and maintenance of poles and wires on 
Chebucto Road opposite the Airport, which was 
passed by the City Council on the 17th of September 
1931, was approved by the Lieutenant Governor of 
Nova Scotia in Council on the 9th day of October. 

This Ordinance is now in force 
and I would recommend that the City E ngineer be 
instructed to notify the various companies main-
taining poles and wires on that part of Chebucto 
Road lying between the east line of Connaught 
Avenue and the west line of 7estmount Street, to 
place the wires underground or remove them from 
their present location to one that will comply 
with the Ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H.W.Johnston, 

CITY ENGINEER 

CHEBUCTO ROAD-
POLES AND WIRES  

 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S. Oct. 14th,1931 

The City Council. 

 

Gentlemen: 

  

Attached hereto is a report of thp 
City Engineer with reference to the removal of poles 
and wires from Chebucto Road opposite the Airport. 

Said report is recommended to Council 
for adoption. 

G•E.Ritohie 
liAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Adams that the reports be adopted. 

M otion passed/ 

STREET.LIGHTS CONNAUGHT AVENUE 

Read report Committee on Works and 

City Engineer on the lighting of Connaught Avenue 
between Norwood Street and quinpool Road: 

City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, N.S.Oct.14.1931 

I beg to report on the lighting of 
Connaught Avenue between Norwood Street and Quinpool 
Road, that there are no lights in this block 
weept at each end.. The street is a wide one and 

w2i561-• 

Oonnaugt Avenue Street Lights  

His Worship the Mayor. 

Sire 



City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax N.S. 

Oct. 5th, 1931 

:It 
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and there are now two houses on the west side and 
five on the east. When the boulevards are 
completed an ornamental system of lighting should 
be put in on this street, at least between Quinpool 
and Jubilee Road. 

For the present, the requirements 
may be met by installing lights on poles which 
are already erected on the east side of the street. 

The estimated cost of lnetalling 
three 250 candle power lights is 06.86 and the 
additional maintenance oost per year $90.00. 

I would recommend that this 
additional lighting be ordered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.W.Johnston, 
CITY ENGINEER 

City Works Office 
Halifax, N.S.Oct.14th, 1931 

CONNAUGHT AVENUE STREET 
LIGHTS 

The City Obuncil. 

Gentlemen: 
The attached report of the'City 

Engineer on the lighting of Connaught Avenue, 
between Norwood Street and Quinpool Road is 
recommended to Council for adoOion. 

G.E.Ritohie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Daley that the report be adopted. 

' • _4,7  Motionyssed. 

STREET LIGHTS EDINBURG AND LIVERPOOL STREETS 

Read report Committee on Works and 

City Engineer re Street lighting on Edinburg and 

Liverpool Streets: 

pljpet Lighting  

His Worship the Mai6i7;' ' 

Sir: 
At present the last lights on the 

2 

p 
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west end of Edlnburg e2r.id Liverpool Streets are only 
a short distance from Oxford Street, and the houses 
extend to Conolly Roadu 

I would reoonmend that an additional 
light be installed on each of these streets about 
360 feet west of the present light soThe increased 
oostfor maintqlance for the two lights would be 
about $31000 each, and the capital cost to the City 
about the Banco 

Street LiRhtinR  

The Oity Council, 

Gentlemen: 

Respectfully submitted, 
H oWoJohnston 

CITY ENGINEER 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S0Oot014th,1931 

The Committee on Works recommend the 
adoption of the attached report of the City and that 
additional lights be installed on 7dinburg and 
Liverpool Street, 

G.E.Ritohie 
MAYOR AND OHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Probert that the reports be adopted. 

Motion pass do 

WIDENING  OAKLAND  ROAD 

Read report of the Committee on Works 

and City Engineer re widening on Oakland Road at 

the property owned by Mr. Richard H. WilliamsS 

City Engineer's Office, 
Halifax, W.S., 
October ))4th, 1931 

OAKLAND ROAD -WIDENING 

His Worship the Mayor 

Biz In laying the concrete sidewalk on 
the north side of Oakland Road,it was necessary. 
to encroach on property owned by Mr. Richard HO 
Williams, between Water loo and Oartaret Street so 
The area required between the property line and the 
official street line is about , 9 square feeto 

-288- 
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Mr. Williams offers to deed this 
land to the Oity at a price of twenty oents ( $0.20) 
a square foot. I wrote him suggesting that the 
improvement to his property due to the straightening 
of the line on Oakland Road would more than offset 
the value of the land taken for the straightening, 
and that for this reason it would not be unreasonable 
to ask that he give the land to the Pity, or in the 
alternatice that 4s the assessed' value of the land 
on Oakland Road was twelve oents ( 0.12) per square 
foot, that this would be a fair price for the Oity 
to pay. In rftly he states that due to the width 
of land taken at the corner of Waterloo Street and 
Oakland Road it would _prevent him selling the. lot 
on Waterloo Street to advantage, and also that 
the new line destroyed a portion of his hedge.. 

The price of Twenty oents ( 0.20) 
per square foot, or ,a total of 0137.0, seems to 
be the best bargain that oan be made and I would 
recommend that the offer be accepted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.W.Johnston. 
OITY ENGINEER 

City Works Office, 
Halifax, N.S.,bot.14/31 

9akland Road Widening 

The Oity Council. 

The attaohed report of the City 
Engineer on the purchase from Mr. Richard H. 
Williams of .and on Oakland Road taken for the 
wideniig of the street, io recommended to Council 
for adoption. 

G.E.Ritchie 
MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell 

seconded by Alderman Adams that the reports be 

adopted. Motion passed. 

EEPLASTERING INFECTIOS DISEASES HOSPITAL 

Read report of the Committee on 

Laws and Privileges covering the opinion of the 

City $olioitor re claim against the Contractor of 

the Lnfectious Diseases Hospital for the expense 

of replastering the Hospital3 

—289— 
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Committee Room, City Hall, 
October 9th, 1931 

His Worship 
and Members 

Gentlemen: 

the Mayor 
of the City Council. 

At a meeting of the Committee on 
Laws and Privileges held this day your Committee 
had under consideration the matter of re-plastering 
at the Infectious Diseases Hospital, and in view 
of the City Solicitor's opinion, which is attached 
hereto, respectfully recommend that no further 
action be taken against the Contractors. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Russell McInnes 

ORAIRUAN 

Office of City Solicitor 
Halifax, N.S.Oct.14th, 1931 

The Committee on 
Laws and Privileges. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.PLASTER 

Dear Sirs; 
The contract for the construotion 

of the, building was executed on 	 1.927, 
and the building was to be completed within eight 
months. The final certificate was given on Sept. 
1st 192g, and the building taken over shortly after 
the 14-th of that month. 

The specifications which formed 
part of the Contract provided in the usual way that 
all work and materials are to be of the best and that 
all work is to be done under the supervision of the 
architect, who was to have power to order any im- 
proper work or defective materials to be replaced. 
He was empowered, if he saw fit, to call for samples 
of all materials to be used. 

The speoifications contain the usual 
provision for progress payments on the certificates 
of the Architect. The work was, I understand, done 
under the supervision of the Architect and ell 
customary certificates given by him and the building 
passed as complying with the specifications. 

Section 22 is as follows8 

"No certificate given or payment 
made under the contract nor the occupancy of the 
building, either partial or entire, by the owner 
shall be conclusive evidence of the performance 
of the contract, either wholly or in part, and 
no payment shall be oorrued to be an acceptance 
of defective work, or improper materials. No 
payment or certificate, final or otherwise, shall 
be construed to relieve the contractor from his 
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obligation to make good any defects 
arising or discovered in his work 
within one year  after the completion 
and acceptance of the same, ,nor as a 
waiver of any speoifio obligation 
the Contractor may assume as to the 
durability of his work" 

And the specifications for the 
plastering contains the following clause: 

"This Contractor' shall guarantee 
plaster against popping, cracking 
or falling off or soaling for a period 
of one year". 

The first question to be detenined 
is the effect of these clauses. In the second report 

gave, I expressed the opinion that the probable 
effect of these clauses would be to limit the right 
of the City to claim for defective work or materials 
discovered within one year from the completion of 
the building. since then I have been able to find a 
case ( Lord Bateman vs Thompson, found only in the.  
2nd Volume of Hudson on Building Contracts , page 36) 
which strongly confirms that opinion. The facts of 
the case have a closer resemblance to those of the 
case under discussion than is usually found in 
searching for authority. The contract provided in 
the usual way for the performance of work pf.the 
best character, and the supervision of the arohiteot 
and made him the judge of the. judge of the quality 
of the work and materials. I t then contained two 
clauses which may be summarized as follows: 

(1) "If within twelve months after 
completion the Architect considers any work defective, 
the contraotoss on notice in writing should make 
the same good and if they fail,to do so within 
seven days from notice, the architect might make the 
same. good and the owner might deduct the oost from 
any money coming to the contractor or recover the 
oost as liquidated damages" 

(2) "If within twelve months from final 
completion notwithstanding any certificate for pay- 
ment if it appeared that the contractor@ had done 
any bad work or used any defective materials 
the owner might take action for damages for the 
same.. 

It is difficult to find any 
distinction between the effeot of these clauses and 
those in the present case. It is not clear whether 
under Clause 2, both the discovery of the defective 
work and the institution, of an action must take 
place within the twelve months. The Court construed 
it as meaning the latter. If that is the correct 
construction the same meaning must apparently be 
attached to the Clause in the contract under con- 
sideration and if so it necessarily follows that 
the Oity has no possible chance of success, unions 
fraud can be established, to whioh I will refer 
further on. 
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In addition to this question as 
to the time within which the action should be 
brought, the opinion of the Court was that prima 
facie the contract was completed when the work was 
done and passed by the arohiteot and that in the 
absence of fraud, the doctrine of caveat oenptor  
must apply, that the twelve months clause was really 
in the nature of an indulgenoe to the owner and that 
he must clearly bring himself within its terms to ob- 
tain any benefit from it. 

A ssuming, however, thht it was 
sufficient if the defective work was discovered within 
the twelve months, it is.not by any means clear 
that Such a discovery as would be sufficient was 
made in the present case. 	The fitst written 
notice of defect was not given until September 13th, 
1930, or nearly two years after the completion of 
the work. 	There is evidence that some minor.defects 
was discovered within the year and verbal noti 
fioation of the same given to the contractors. The 
defects so discovered were apparently minor cracking 
and falling of the plaster, and were apparently 
believed to be due to the settling of the building, 
and to be not unusual or extensive. Whether this 
could be considered such a discovery as to lay a 
foundation for so extensive defects as were 
subsequently discovered is doubtful. 

Further assuming that this difficulty 
could be overcome there remains the question whether 
the defect in the plastering, great though it is, 
was necessarily due to bad work or defective 
materials. Upon that point the evidence submitted 
to me is open to much uncertainty. The Oityls 
case must in the main rest on the condition of,the 
plaster and the two analyses of the plaster. Udoubt-
edly ithts would make a strong prima facie case. 
But thete would appear to be answers to it. I 
understand the analyses are not necessarily con- 
clusive of the composition of the plaster when laid, 
and in fact there appears to be general agreement 
that it coul4 not have been made to adhere at all 
if its composition was originally that shown by 
the analysis. Mr. Fegan's report also indicates 
that the defect may have been the rpsult of other 
causes than bad work or defective materials. I 
attach a oopy of Mr. Tegants report. There does 
not appear to me any certainty that the City could 
establish its case in this respect. 

There remains only the question of 
deliberate fraud, on the part of the Contractor 
If that could be shown it would, of course, solve 
all difficulties. But in my opinion there would, 
so far as I have been informed, be little or no 
prospect of establishing a charge of this 
oharaier. 	Mere badness of work or defective 
materials is not enought to establish such a caile. 
Proof of deliberate intention would be required. 
It might, of course, be inferred, but the evidence 
would have to be much clearer than, any so far 
laid before me 

Respectfully submitted, 
F.H. 

CITY SOLICITOR 
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PLASTERING  AT INFEg2IOUS DISEAS22ELHOSPITA4  

On Wednesday, December 10th, Mr° 
Vegan made a thcough examination of the plaster 
walls throughout the Hospital building° 

'J'in the atttc he could see the laths 
of the ceiling on the second floor(, The keys of 
the plaster only came through the laths at inter-, 
vale and in some places the mortar was flush with 
the upper side of the laths and did not bend over° 
Wherever the plastering was done on the brick work 
or metal lathing it appeared to be hard and in good 
condition.. Where plastered on wooden laths, in 
many rooms the plaster is loose as can be found by 
tapping it. 

Samples were taken from the hall 
leading to the basement. In the main hall of the 
second floor and a room on the first floor. These 
samples show similar results to the ones previously 
taken from the ceiling and from appearance would 
indicate that too much sand was used in mising 
the mortar although there is a ponsibility that 
the hard wall plaster used may not have been up to 
the standard. 

The poor quality of the plaster may 
be due to, one of the following causes. Too large 
a proportion of sand in the mix for the. selenite or 
hard.wall. Frost having pt into the plaster when 
laid before the moisture had evaporated. Excessive 
heato 

The proportion of sand shown by the 
Analyst at the Technical Oollege may be in error, 
inasmuch as cement mcdy have through exposure or for 
other reasons, become inert and in the analysis 
would appear as sand. It is hard to conceive 
that a mortar mixed one to four would hold on the 
ceilings. 

****************** 

Moved by Alderman MoInnes 

seconded by Alderman Daley that the report be 

adopted. Motion passed° 

CITY HO Z CONCRETE FLOOR  IN KITCHEN 

Read report of the Charities 

Committee recommending the acceptance of an offer 

of the Standard Construction Oompany,Limited, to 

lay a re--enforced concrete floor in the Kitchen 

at the City Hone for the sum of $4440o0g 

-293- 
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Halifax, N.S.October 13th,1931 
• 

the Mayor, 

of City Council. 

The Charities Committee met this 
to submit the following report. 

NEHBERS PRESENT: The Chairman, 
Aldermen Probert, Minshull , Smeltzor and O'Malley. 

Your Committee beg to report 
that during the removal of portions of the main 
kitchen floor to permit the erection of concrete 
footings to support the steel columns for the 
extension it, was found that the floor has deter- 
iorated to such an extent that it is neoessrry to 
replace same. 	It is reoommended that the floor 
be replaced with a reinforced concrete slab 
inches thick and 1-3 concrete 3/411  wearing service, 
the slab to be laid on a tamped fill of rock or 
broken brick and properly drained, at a cost of $444.00 
quoted by the Standard Construction Co.,Ltd., the 
work to be done by said company. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W.E.G.Shields, 

CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Shields seconded 

Ael'flA  re-by Alderman MI.nshull that the report be adopted. 

Motion red. 

CITY HOE AND T. B. HOSPITAL MONTHLY  EPORT 

Read report of the Charities 

Committee for the month of September showing the 

number of inmates in the Oity Home to be 382 and 

the number of patients in the T.B.Hospital to be 53. 

FILED / 

FIRE DEPARTMENT *•TENDERS FOR UNIFORM OVERCOATS  

Road report of the Committee of 

firewarde reoommending that the tender of Messrs. 

Clayton & Sons for supplying eighty or more uniform 

overooats for the Fire Department at 00.50 each 

be aoceptod8 

His Wornhip 

and Umbers 

Gentlemen: 

day and beg 

2911-- 



09tobe;' 

800ot 0111-th, 19,. 

His Worship the Mayor,. 
and Members of the Oity Como:Lie 

Gentlemenco 
At a meting of the Committee of 

Firewards held this day tollders for making and triming 
80 or more Uniform Overcoats were considered as 
follows8 

Clayton 14& Sons cloth # 14631 	 $20:) 
14935 	 25,00 

Sales Tax Extra 
Tip Top Tailors 32 Ozo 	 20000 

Your Committee recommend that 
the tender of Clayton & Sons for cloth # 14631 at 
$20050 per coat be accepted° 

Respectfully submitted2  
Walter Mitchell 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Gplden that the report be adopted° 

Motion passed° 

FIRE DEPARTAET T4NDEPtp FOR FIRE 

Read report of the Committee of 

Firewards recommending for acceptance the tender 

of the Gutta Peroha & Rubber Limited for 400 

feet Duraflex fire hose at 0.025 per foot 

HAlifax, N.S0Oct014th, 1931 

COMMITTEE ROOM BEDgpRD.ROW FIR I STATION 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of .6he city Council° 

Gentlemen; 
At a meeting of the Committee of 

Firewardo'held this day tenders for supplying 400 
feet of 2i inch cotton rubber lined hose were con- 
sidered as follows 

Dominion Rubber Coo 01,Zeystone" 
DunloP Tire & Ralober 000 

"FiLd-Flex" 
iTerovles" 
//Samson 

Goodyear Tire & Rubbe:c Coo 
"Gootyear" 
"nagnet" 
"Duples" 

$125 ft 

1;25 U 
1010 6  
090" 

1?25 
ir15 
.90 " 
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Gutta Percha & Rubber Ltd0 
"Durafles" 
"Ajax" 
"Paragon" 
"Peerless" 
"Empire" 

4;25 ft 
.90 11 

1.25 " 
1.10 

.90 

Your Committee recommend that the 
tender of the Gutta Percha & Rubber Limited for 
400 feet of uBuraflex" at $1.25 per foot be accepted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Walter Mitchell 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Mitohell seQonded 

by Alderman Golden that the report be adopted.. 
eli°44#%  
/LJ̀ P".1  Motion passed. 

GH 
V/  
CITY GRANT TO TOURIST INFORMATION BUREAU 

Read report of the Finance Committee 

reoommending that a grant of 02,000.00 to the Taurist 

Information Bureau be paidpg— 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
October 14th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of the City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Finance Committee 

held this day the City Auditor submitted a letter from 
E.A.Saunders, Seoretary of the Board of Trade asking 
that the City's contribution to the Tourist's 
Information Bureau be paid, provision having been made 
in the estimates for this purpose. 

Your Committee recommend that the 
City Auditor be authorized to pay to the Tourist 
Information Bureau the sum of $2,000.00. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.J.Stedh 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Stec% seconded by 

Alderman Daley that the report be adopted. Motion 

passed 

4i 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHING VESSEL CHAMPIONSHIP RACE 

Read report of the Finance Committee 

recommending that the City dontribute the sum of 

$200.00 from the advertising appropriation towards the 

expenses of the International Fishing Vessel 

Championship Races to be held off Halifax Harbour 

commencing Ootober 17th: 

I. 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
Ootober 11th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Finance Committee 

held this day, the City Auditor submitted a letter 
addressed to His Worship the Mayor from R.A.Ootbett, 
Esq., Treasurer of the International Fishermenls 
Race, asking that the City make a contribution 
towards the expense of conducting this event. 

Your Committee recommend that the 
Auditor be authorized to pay out of the advertising 
appropriation $200.00 for this purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.J. Stech 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Steoh seconded by 

Alderman Daley that the report be adopted. Motion 

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT CITY COLLECTOR .  

Read report of the Finance Committee 

recommending that the City Clerk be authorized to 

advertise for applioants to fill the position of 

Assistant City Colleotorl 

Committee Room, 
City Hall, 

Oot.14th,1931 
His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council. 

At a meeting of the Finance Committee 
held this day the matter of the appointment of an 
Assistant City Collector was under consideration. 

-277-
c. 

Gentlemen: 
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Your Committee recommend that the- City Clerk be authorized to advertise for applicants 
to fill the position, said applications to be 
submitted to the Finance Committee and reported up to 
Council at its next regular meeting° 

Remectfully submitted, 

He J.Ste6h 
CHAIRMAN° 

Moved by Alderman Stech seconded 

by Alderman Daley that the report be adopted. 

Motion passed 

PURCHASE OF LAW BOOKS 

Read report of the .Finance Committee 

reoommending the purchase of certain law books on 
• 

criminal law for the use of the Stipendiary Magistrate: 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
October 14th, 1931 

His Woz.ship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council° 

Gentlemen; 
At a meeting of the Finance Committee 

held this day the City Auditor submitted a letter 
addressed to the Stipendiary Magistrate from the 
Canada Law Book Company offering to supply to the 
Magistrate certain books published by the Company 
relative to criminal law. 

Your Committee recommend that the 
City Auditor be authorized to order- 

Tremeearls Criminal Code 017,00 
Ohittyls Abridgement of 

the 0.0.0e 	20.00 
" 	Suppliment 	 7.50 

also that he be authorized to pay an account in- 
ourred by the City Solicitor for a book on Municipal 
Law- *7.50 

Respectfully submitted, 

H .J. Stech 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Stech seconded by 

Alderman Daley that the report be adopted Motion 

passed. 
298 
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POLL TAX OFFICER 

Read report of the Finance Committee 

recommending that Mr. R.H. Gass be appointed Poll 

Tax ,Officer at a minimum salary of $1,600.00 with 

$60000:yearly automat is increase until a maximum of 

0,000.00 is reached: 

Committee Room, Oity Hall, 
Oct .14th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of the City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Finance Committee 

held this day the Committee had under consideration 
the report of the City Auditor re the appointment of 
a 1011 Tax Officer referred back to this Committee 
for "furtherconsideration at the last meeting of the 
City Council. 

Your Oommittee now recommend that the 
report,be amended and that Mr. Robert H. Gass be 
appointed Poll Tax Officer at a minimum salary of 
$1,6000oo • 	 • 	 • , 	. 	 3  

with 060.00 yearly, automatic increase until a maximum 
of $2,00000 is reached and that the report as so 
amended be adopted. Alderman Probert dissenting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

H.J. Stech 
CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Stiidh seconded by 

Alderman Conn that the report be adopted. Motion 

put and passed sixteen voting for the same and two 

against it as follows: 

FOR THE MOTION  

Alderman Mitchell 
Minshull 
Steoh 
Donovan 
Redmond 
Daley 

McInnes 
Conn:. 
Logan 
Golden 
McDonald 
Shields 

?_rM 	
O'Toole 
Thompson 
Smelt zer" 
Adams- 16 -299- 

AGAINST IT  

Aldermen 0 Malley 
Probert 
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CITY PRISON-TENDERS FOR riSH 

Read report of the City Prison 

Committee recommending the acceptgnoe of the tender 

of H.Bowman for the supplying of fish for six months 

ending April 30th, 1932: 

Committee Room, City Hall, 
Oct.9th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the City Ptison.  

Committee held this day the offer of Harris Bowman 
to supply the City Prison with fish for a further 
period of six months at the present price, was 
recommended to the City Council for acceptance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W.E.Donovan 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

Moved by Alderman Donovan seconded 

by Alderman Conn that the report be adopted. 

Motion passed 

CITY PRISON TENDER FOR MEAT  

Read report of the City Prison 

Committee recommending the acceptance of the tenter 

of J.A.Leaman & 0o.,Ltd., for the supplying of meat 

for a period of six months ending April 30th, 19321 

Committee Room, Oity Hall 
Oct.9th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor 
and MeMbe rs of City Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the City Prison 

Committee held this day the offer of J.A.Leaman 
Oo.,Limited., to supply the City Prison with 
beef for a further period of six months at the 
present price, was recommended to the City Council 
for acceptance. 

Respeotfully submitted, 
W.E.Donovan 

Chairman 
- 300- 	 i1. H. Conn, 

Vice-Ohttirman 



19t11 193;', 

Moved by Alderman Donovan seconded. 

by Alderman Conn that the repoi't be adopted. Uotion 

passed. 

TAX COLLECTIONS FOR STPm: 
•-• 	 4 	"I  *•  

Read report of the City Auditor 

covering statement of Tax Collections for SepteMber 

1931 
City Auditors Office, 
September 30th,1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of Oity Council. 

Gentlemen: 
Rtport.on Tax Collections for the 

month of September is -submitted. 	Collections 
amounted to $155,777.860 Collections on Account of 
taxes for civic years prior to Mai,  1st, 1925 were 
$191.57. T he outstanding book value of this group 
on September 30th, 1931, of for deducting Reserves for 
Short Collection was $564,360.04: 

(gut standing 
Balance 
August 
1931  

New 	Sept ember Out  
Accounts 	Collections- Balances 
and other 	 Sept .1931 
adjustments 

Arrears Taxes 
Civic Year 1925-26 $68,962,77 0017 	$192.46 	068,773048 

Reserve- Nil 

Civic Year 1926-27 
Reserve $33,815.49 

Civic Year 1927-28 
Reserve $60,552.02 

Civic Ye 4r 1928-29 
Reserve 054,715,55 

Civic Year 1929-30 
Reserve $55.548.30 
Civic Year 1.930-31 
Reserve $56,576.45 

current Taxes 

Civic Year 1931-32 
Reserve $51,522026 

Eatulloarkmat 
Rates & Taxes 
Reserve $13,645.910 

47,155.68 

50,835.32 	—42.33 	419.59 

80.81 	164.00 47 072049 

50,373040 

7601o4505 -184052 

177,74545 -248024 

354,240 56 -116v29 

$777276613- 507740 

2;201.81 

,32902o 

1"0"5033 

0-g-2765039 

73,659062.  

169,1685 41. 

336:1565v94  

7 5:1 1:75731r- 

$781,881.46 $3,808,69 1 6,305.45 669,38)1070 

1 624 18 ,a1.1/1_1..„9._  

670320p32 	 8,221,02 

01 2 453 26?.06  

592  22913,0 

t 	 
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Estimated Ravo Out 	Sept. 
Previous 	Collections Balance 
Month 

Poll Tax 
4.930-31 018,000900 $1 401,80 0770.00 063140 
3.931-32 	18,000.00 13,773.30 1,746.00 12027.30 

61--)  

-1 \4,  0131°1 	
Oommiesioner9 for the ''suing term of three years 

FILED. / 

APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS  

The City Clerk reported that there 

would be two vacancies on the Boaid of School 

. 	Commission caused by the retirement of Alderman 

Donovan and Alderman O'Toole on November lst , their 

term of office than having expired 

Moved by Alderman O'Malley seconded 

by Alderman Thompson that Alderman 00  Toole 

be reappointed a School Commissioner for the next 

ensuing term of three years. 

Moved by Alderman Probert seconded 

by Alderman Smeltzer that Alderman Donovan be re— 

appointed a School Commissioner for the next ensuing 

term of three years. 

Moved by Alderman Shields seconded 

by Alderman Minehull that Alderman O'Malley be 

appointed a School Commissioner. 

Alderman.01 Malley declined 

• to accept the nominations 

As there were no other nominations 

submitted His Worship the Mayor declares Alderman 

Donovan and Alderman O'Toole duly appointed School 

Respectfully submitted 

A.M.Butler 
CITY AUDITOR. 
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APPOINTMENT OF EXHIBITION COMMISSIONER 

The Oity Clerk reported that there 

would be one vacancy on the Board of Commissioners 

of the Provincial Exhibition Commission caused by 

the retirement of Ex--Alderman J.W. McCarthy on 

November let. 

, The following named Aldermen were 

duly nominated. 

Alderman Adams nominated by 

Alderman Mitchell seconded by Alderman Donovan. 

Alderman Smeltzer, nominated,by 

Alderman O'Toole seconded by Alderman Golden. 

Alderman Mitchell nominated by Alder-- 

man Shields seconded by Alderman McInnes. 

J.W.MbOarthy nominated by Alderman 

Adams. 

On a vote being taken there 

appeared for Alderman Smeltzer 9, Alderman Mitchell 

J.W.MoOart hy 3, and Alderman Adams 1, as follows: 
FOR 	 FOR 	FOR 	FOR 

Alderman Smeltzer, largrthy, dams. 	;a 	11  

Aid. Mitchell Ald.OanmAld. Stedh 
Redmond 	O'Malley 	 Donovan 
Daley 	Adams-, 	 MoInnes 
Logan 	 Shields 
Golden 
MoDonald 
O'Toole 
Thompson 
Probert 

.9. 	.3. 

His Worship the Mayor declared 

Alderman Smeltzer duly appointed to the Exhibition 

Commission for the ensuing term of four years. 

DEFERRED BUSINESS 

Read report of the City Auditor 

on Tax Collections fnr the month of August 1931: 
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Referred to the Finance Committee 

to be taken up with the City Auditor 

. 	PUBLIC UTILITIES ENQUIRY 
N. SLIGHT AND POWER COMPANY LIMITED 

Read report of the Special Committee 

on Public Utilities in re the application of the N.S. 

Light and Power Co., to amalgamate with. the Avon 

River Power Company and several other companies out— 

side of Halifax:.  

Halifax, N.S.Oct.15th, 1931 

His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of the pity Council. 

Gentlemen: 
At a meeting of the Public Utility 

Committee held this day it was resolved to recommend 
to Council that the services of a Solicitor be engaged 
to intervene before the Board of Commissioners of 
Public Utilities and present the case for the City in 
Commotion with the proposed amalgamation of 
various public utility companies with the Nova 
SCotia Light and Power Company Limited. 

Your Committee further recommen4 
that the services of L.A.Lovett, Esq., K.C., be 
engaged to represent the City in this connection. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Russell McInnes, 

CHAIRMAN 

Halifax, N.S. 15 Oot.1931 
To His Worship the Mayor, 
and Members of City Council, N.S. 

• 

Re Nova Scotia Light and Power Co.Ltd.  

Hy opinion has been requested as to 
whether the City of Halifax is interqsted in  the sub' 
feet matter of applications of The Avon River Power 
Company Limited, the Edison Company Springhill, 
the Chester Company, the DartmouthCompany the 
Sackville River Company, and the Nova Scotia Light 
and Power Company,Limited, now pending before the 
Board of Public Utilities, or affected thereby  

The Nova Scotia Light and Power 
Company Limited is hereinafter referred to as the 
Halifax Opmpany, and the five Companies above ment-,  
ioned are hereinafter referred to as the outside 
companies. 

-304- 
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At the present time the Halifax 
Company's operations are practically all confined to 
the City of Halifax where it has an exclusive 
franchise for supply of electrical energy and gas 
and for the operation of a tram service. It pro-
oures electrical energy under agreement with the 
Nova Scotia Power Commission from the St.Hargaret's 
Bay development roughly on the basis of payment of 
operating and maintenance cost of such development 
and payment of an annual sinking fund which sinking 
fund will in thirty years pay all the capital cost 
of the devdlopment. This sinking fund has been 
paid for ten years. The payments to this sinking 
fund are allowed to be made out of revenues re- 
ceived from tolls paid by oustomers of the Halifax 
Company, the amount of such revenues being in 
accordance with schedule of rates prescribed by 
the Board of Publio Utilities. It also procures 
electrical energy from The Avon Companyonder agree- x  
ment, to such extent as it's requirements may not be 
met by the St .Margaret's Bay development. It also 
has a steam plait for the'iupplying of Electrical 
Energy, capable of being used as a stand by and 
auxiliary plant. 

It now owns or controls, the ordinary. 
shares ( gnd no doubt some of the Preferenoe Shares 
and bonds) of all the outside oompaniep. Presumably, 
these shares were paid for out of undivided net pro- 
fits or maneys borrowed from the Banks. No stook 
or bond issues of the Halifax Company have so far 
been made or approved by the Board of Public 
Utilities to provide proceeds to be used for such 
purpose. 

The Halifax Company according to 
its petition now on fyle has the following obligations, 
after allowance for sinking funds, paid to date: 

Bonds- 04,264,500.00 secured under Trust Deed dated 
June let l9215. 

Preferred shares- $1,250,000.00 
Ordinary Shares 	34,523.00 

The Company subject to the approval 
of the Public UtilSties Board proposes to issue further 
bonds under said Trust eed ( all bonds under said 
Deed ranking pari passe ) amounti4g to 02,400000.00 
at a price not less than ninety percent of the face 
value of the bonds, and §800,000.00 Preferred Shares 
at a price at less than ninety , and to use the 
proceeds for the following purposes: 

(a) For payment for extension, and 
improvements to Halifax properties of the Compan

0
y 

.0305,500.0 
(b) For extonsion and 

payment of foreclosure and incidental 
expenses re Orford Property..... 	3,500.00 

(o) For purchase of 
physical assets and undertaking of Avon 
River Power Co. ,Limited. 	 2,457,200.00. 

For purchase of 
physical assets and undertaking of 
Edison Company, Springhill 

• 

5,700 00 
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For pu:6-chas6 of physical assets 
and undertakini of Ohouter 00;7.pany 	$129,300000 

7or purchase of physical 
assets and undo rt alci:),E; of Da: ,:t mouth 
Oorapany • 

Fez puz.chaso ofphysical 
assets and undotakizs of anckville River. 
Company 

of Securities 

Grand Total 

(e,) For payment of discount 
215 200.00 

43,247,400.00  

Applications are now before the Board 
of Public Utilities from the above companies, namely 
Avon River, Edison Chester, Dartmouth, and Sackville 
River, for approval of sale of their physical assets 
and undertaking to Nova Scotia Light and Power Co 
Limited. 

T he Bonds of the Halifax Company 
now outstanding arc secured by the; physical assets 
nAd und9rt aking of the Company and by the shares 
and bonds or other securitien which the Company 
may own. 

Each of the outside companies above 
mentioned is a separate co7:porate entity and has 
its own revenues and obligations, and of course is 
operated in the manner di%:ected by the Halifax 
Company, which is not liable for any of the obligations 
of the outside companies nor entitled to any benefits 
from the companies except in the way of net profits 
if any are made. 

The result of the present appli-
cations before the Board of Public Utilities, if 
successful, will be to blot out the outside companies 
above named, and to leave one Company, namely the 
Halifax Company, directly owning and operating as 
its .own business the undertakings which formerly 
existed.as separate and distinct entities. 

The monies required for the purchase 
of the physical assets and undertakings of the out-
side companies will be secured by all the property 
and assets acquired as well as all the properties 
and assets already owned by. the Halifax Company. 

The monir.  necessary for the oper-
ation and maintenance of the w4ole of the new 
undertaking will have to he paid from the revenues 
of the Company wherever earned° 

If the business of the outside 
companies or any of them is not such as to give a 
favourable return necessarily the making up 
of this weakness will al.l. on the revenue derived 
from other more profitable parts of the undertaking, 
and it is quite probable that the Halifax Business 
of the Company nay have to pay most of this amount. 
Should any of the business of the Company in the 
territory now occupie4 by tho outside companies 
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or any of them, not supply sufficient revenue, 
together with the revenue derived from other parts 
of the territory, to pay bond interest, the whole 
of the assets secured by the Trust Deed are,of course 
liable to be sold or an increase in rates would 
have to be procured, to meet the difficulty. 

At the present time the City of 
Halifax can with some degree of oonfidence look 
for a reduction in the rates now charged by the 
Halifax Company. If this is correbt it is quite 
possible that the acquisition of the undertakings of 
the outside comnfies mr,17 change the situation ani. 
defeat such :.0, aoLioni: 	This matter oan only be 
intelligently discussed after a reasonable investi— 
gation by experts, as to the real value of the assetd 
of the outside oompnies , and the revenuespresent 
and potential of said companies. 

Nothing appears to have been 
advanced before the Board of Public Utilities to 
show the real value of the assets and undertakings 
of the outside companies or-their present or potential 
revenues, and I understand the Board may not oonsider 
this aspect of the matter until the hearing of the 
application of the Halifax Company for issue of 
securities, but as both applications are still pend- 
ing it would certainly clarify the situation if the 
Board delayed decision sofar as approval of the 
applications of the outside companies are ooncernd 
until they have dealt with the application of 
the Halifax Company for issue of bonds and stock. 
The sale of the physical wets and undertakings 
of the outside Oompal#es to the Halifax Company, is 
by reason of the ownership or control of the 
ordinary shares of said outside oompanies by the 
Halifax Company, a sale by a vendor to itself. 

Suoh transactions merit the closest 
scrutiny by the proper authorities, and if exorbitant 
prices have been paid for the dhares, the Odmpany 
should not be allowed to jeopardize the interests 
of the City, through imperilling the Halifax assets 
for the benefit of outside undertakings. 

The difficulty in determining whether 
the Oity oan be said to be interested in or affeoted 
by the subject matter of the applications now before 
the Board of Public Utilities so as to have a status 
to be heard by the Board, arises from the oontentions 
that oan be made as to the proper oonistruotion of 
the Public Utilities Act. 

It will no doubt be contended by the 
applicants— 	• 

1. That the only question the Board 
oan oonsider with reference to the aoquisitidn of 
the physical assets an  d undert$cings of the outside 
companies by the Halifax Company is whether the 
latter Company ( the purchaser) is fully equipped 
to provide a service for the community presently 
served by said outside companies reasonably safe 
and adequate and at fair and just rates. It will 
no doubt be urged, that the questions of value and 
price paid are not matters to be enquirdd into on 
suoh applications,  

3O7-! 
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20 That the purpose of the proposed 
new issue of bonds and preference shares by the Halifax Company is within the statutory powers of 
that Company, and is to be made in accordance with 
law, and that the, Board cannot question the amounts 
to be paid, as this is a matter solely for the 
Company to decide°, 

3o That the City can lodge an 
application to the Board requesting it to prescribe 
that rates for the City be fixed solely on the basis 
of fair valuation of the Halifax assets of the 
Halifax Company and fair operating expenses of the 
Halifax business of that company so that the City 
will not be paying rates to make up deficiencies 
in other territories and will not be subject to 
inorease in rates and will be entitled to reduction 
of rates if the Halifax business later warrants such 
reduction. 

The first contention is in my 
opinion correct, but the practical result of its 
adoption is to make it necessary for the Board to 
thoroughly investigate the finanoial position of 
the purchaser at the time, and the effect such 
purchase may have on that position. It should be 
ascertained before approval whether such result 
would possibly be to imperil the assets and 
undertakings of the Purchaser or cause an increase 
in rates, or prevent a reduction, in rates. The 
-City would be interested in or affeoted by the 
determination of these questions. 

The second contention involves a 
matter of considerable doubt. Put In short form the 
question is whether the Board can or should enquire 
into the value of the assets and undertakings pro- 
posed to be purchased? If so would the valuation 
arrived at (a) limit the issue of bonds and shares 
to such an amount as would equal this valuation and 
(b) form a correct basis for making rates? 

The Public Utilities Act is not at 
all clear as to these matters and the decisions 
of the Board of Public Utilities in various matters 
which have been before it for determination are not 
as decisive or conclusive as one would wish or expect. 
The City would be interested in or affeoted by the 
determination of these questions as well as in the 
valuation if same were to be made by the Board. 

It is necessary to deal with the 
third contention exoept to say that if the first 
and second contentions were held to be correct, the 
City could of course make application to the Board 
for segregation of accounts eto., for the purpose 
of having the Halifax business kept separate so far 
as rates, are concerned. 

While the matter is not free from 

doubt, I think the situation justifies the City 

in claiming the right to be heard by the Board of 
Public Utilities in connection with the present 
applications, and if the Board refuses a he 
the matter can be referred to the supreme Court 
either by the Board or by way of appeal to determine 
whether such right exists or noto 
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Moved by Alderman McInnes seconded 

by Alderman Daley that the report be adopted. 

Motion passed. 

/***** 

NOTICE OF RECONSIDERATION  
Alderman Logan gives notice 

of reconOderation of the resolution adopting 

Items No.33 and 34 on the Agenda viz., Report of 

City Prison Committee on Tenders for fish and.  

report City Prison Committee on tenders for meat. 

Moved by Alderman Daley seconded 

by Alderman Logan that a stay of proceedings be 

taking in rspect to these reports and resolutions. 

Motion put and passed thirteen 

voting for the same and four against it as follows: 

	

FOR THE MOTION 	 AGAINST IT 

Aldermen Stech 
Daley 	 Aldermen Mitchell 
McInnes 	 Minshull 

	

Conn 	 Donovan 
Logan 	0 	 Probert. 
Golden 
McDonald 
Shields 
O'Toole 
Thompson 
Smeltzer 
Adams 
O'Malley-. 13 	 r 

fi1/setup BY MEMBERS 

Alderman Minahull asked for 

information from the Chairman as to the activities 

of the special committee on unemployment recently 

appointed by the Council to consider the advisability 

of opening an office for registration, 

309- 
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His Worship the Mayor informed 

Alderman Minshula that this matte:: was receiving 

due consideration from the Ooimmittee and the 

staff at present employed were handling the matter 

satisfactorily and further explained that as soon 

as the Minister of. Highways 	the Hono Percy 

Black, returned to the City, the Committee would 

be in a position to prepare a report. 

Moved by Alderman Mitchell seconded 

by Alderman Sech that this meeting do now adjourn. 

Motion passed. 
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Meeting adjourned 
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