Council,
April 14, 1960

Board meeting of April 5, 1960, the writer was requested to give members of
Council some idea of what projects and priorities were presently under con-—
sideration, It must be borne in mind that the priorities assigned are those

wc think the Council has advocated in past discussions and they may be changed
as Council desires. The projects are classified as Redevelopment, Development,
Traffic Improvements, Regulations and Master Plan.

REDEVELOPMENT
1. Jacob Street Area, 2. Maitland Street Area.
3. Spring Garden Road - South. 4. School for the Deaf.
5. Falkland Street (Comeau Area). 6. Waterfront — Upper Water Street.
DEVELOPMENT
1. Westwood Housing. 2, Exhibition Grounds - Industrial (o
Area,
3. Industrial Mile.
(0
TRAFFIC TMPROVEMENTS
1. Bridge - North Street Approach. 2, Mumford Road - Eaton's.
3. Windsor, Lady Hammond, Barrington s
Street intersection, 4, Parking Lots - Grafton Street g1
and Hollis Street
5. Bicentennial Entrance. 6. Bridge -~ North West Arm.
7. Traffic Improvements - Trolley
Coaches. 8. Traffic Improvements - Corgill 1ﬂihn%
|

and Allen Report.
9. Water Street Improvement -~ related
to 8 above, 10. Bright Street.
REGULATIONS

1. Service Statien Policy and Standards. 2. Revision of Charter and By-Law, | f

MASTER PLAN |

: f Uhy |
1. Surveys. 2. Research and apalysis. ‘M‘
3. Draft Proposals.
PLANNING STAFF COST
T L
The cost of the proposed staff is estimated as follows. If all the
positions were filled immediately the cost would be $2,652.00 above the
minimom. |
PLANNING STAFF Wy
MINIMUM MANTMUM
Planning Director $6,586.00 $8,500.00 !
g i I|1IH'“*
Assistant Planner 5,794.00 6,850,.00 I
Assistant Planner 5,794.00 6,850.00 i
Plamming Assistant 4,5678.00 5,882.00 ;
Planning Assistant 4,678,900 5,882.00
Draftsman 3,165.00 3,846.00
Draftsman 3,165.00 3,846.00
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MINIMUM MAXTMUM
Stenographer $2,483.00 $3,015.00
Student Asst., (20 weeks) 1,000.00 1,000.00
Student Asst. (20 weeks) 1,000.00 1,000.00
$38,343,00 $46,671.00

A, A, DEBARD, JR

. ° 3

CITY MANAGER.

City Manager: "That should be considered in conjunction with Item pper
No. 24, Number 24 is the report which was circulated by Mr. Munnich. It
tells what he has in mind by way of work in general and also an organization 44m_|h
chart for staff, My report took the actual prejects and listed them in five

categories, I also included there, using the staff Mr. Munnich recommended, oo P ‘
1 [ 4

what that would cost at the minimum for those additions and the maximum at
the present time for the same positions.”
lilhhu. H (
Alderman Lloyd: "I think we should have a report on what happened i
to our legislation on the subject of planning. I thought there was some {
amendment made with respect to the Director of Planning. Was there a title
(1 FH
eliminated or something? There was a line through the copy I had at the i
|
Legislature.” ’
5 B 2 . ] ; LM 1
City Solicitor: ¥I made that first Bill up long before I ever saw lhi
Bill #120. That came in nearly a month after I made out the first Bill. It
was deleted because it was covered in Bill #120.F
'
Alderman Lloyd: "In other words, our legislation passed as it passed
this Council.™
e el S IR : : ] 1 : e hl“lﬂﬁbhH ‘
City Solicitor: "Substantially. They knocked out a section regarding '

Non~Conforming Uses. I was amazed when I went down to the House this morning

ﬂQIﬂ'“*
to find they had deleted entirely the provisions regarding deductions from the (1
stevedores. The Steamship Companies were in complete accord, so were the ﬂﬂﬂﬂ¥
Heads of the Longshoremen’s Union."

His Worship the Mayor: "This provided for payment of the Poll Tex

in advance; did it not?"

o
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City Solicitor: "No., They couldn’t be hired after September 30th
unless they had paid their Poll Tax., We spent hours and hours in meetings
devising that arrancement. With respect to Bill #120, a section was put in
to cover advertising and public hearings before you print your Ordinances."

Alderman Lloyd: "Before you proceed with consideration of this report
of considering the staff, there was some resolution passed at the Conference

of the Town Planning Boards, under the auspices of the Community Planning

Association, It had to do with the entire Province. I saw in the newcp:per

(o

that the Manager felt that this may, in some way, conflict with the philosphies
of good planning. I think, ultimately, Regional Planning comes into our *'“‘l\
problem. I wonder if the Manager would just clarify that matter. It might
be that he was looking at the Provincial picture at that Conference, and not
T L
at the City's position. Maybe that is what the Manager may have had in mind." e
The City Manager stated that he thought the matter would be discussed
by the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities at its next meeting. ““h“hl
Alderman Lloyd: "Would you detail the Council, Mr. Manager, just
precisely what you thought was the proposal.”
City Manager: “Yes. The proposal was that the Province of Nova L
Scotia be asked to define Regional Planning districts. It was implied that
the Municipalities be compelled to fall within those districts and form “.mhk
Planning Boards. Possibly, the Province was going to appoint the Planning
Boards for those regions.”

Alderman Lloyd: "I think Alderman O°Brien was the Secretary and there Ll

was some Confusion over what was intended. The wording was used fand that
we urge the authorities to appoint Planning Boards®'. We left that open. I uINIM““.

think we do agree that in some areas of the Province there is a need, possibly,

for Provincial action in defining areas, Here it is possible for us to bring

"«nﬂ**

/

it about, I think it was pretty clear, though, at the meeting, representatives #*ﬁ
ufl

of the County and of the Town of Dartmouth did give am indication that they

liked the term 'Regional Planning Commission', as opposed to any reference to

the term ‘Metropolitan Planning Commissjon®'. It was alsc apparent that they

would go along with this problem on planning on a regional basis. I thin!

= LTZS_
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that is where we have to begin. I think we should keep that in mind in what

you are doing here tonight. f any action is proposed tonicht, I think you

have to keep in mind that, likely, the Town of Dartmouth, the County and the
City will retain their Plamning Staffs and organizations and will have complete
autonomy over the matters that concern themselves solely within their boundaries.
Also, that the Regional Commission, which would be a body with powers of study
and recommendation, would have to co-ordinate its efforts with each of the
three Planning Boards, as I see it, and confined to a power to study anc
e
recommend. That seems to be the starting point. Now, if I am wrong and
didn't quite catch che proper concept of this thing, certainly, I want to -
correct myself on it." |

City Manager: “The comments which I made at the Greater Halifax

LT

Committee fell into two divisions. One, the general comments with regard
to the Province, where I said I thought that if the Province had said ' These
are to be districts', then let the communities get together. That would have “.“hhi
been a better thing.”

Alderman Lloyd: “Some wiser heads did prevail not long after you
left. They thought what was intended was that we urge 'authorities' or W 1
words to that effect, to appoint a Planning Board.” ;

City Manager: "My other comments which had more reference to the "Nh«
Halifax area, were simply this, that if there is to be a Regional Planning
Board, they would very clearly have to define if they were going to have two
L

situations; three local Boards for their Regional Board, in which case they

would have to be very specific as to what was to be done by each Board, or

the other alternative would be to have no local Board and have just one ulM|u““|
Regional Board. I thought that should be looked at.” |
A & e BV i TT : A Py 4 cabLE |I1N'“*
Alderman O'Briens ®Your Worship, while some of this discussion here | !
flE
referred to the meeting of the Creater Halifax Committee, I think it ought to “J*’“ﬂ
i
be pointed out that the newspaper report, on the meeting of the Greater Halifax
Committee, left the impression that we spent most of our time talking about
Metropolitan Government and that this was the subject for our next meeting,

whereas it was planning in the Metropolitan area and there is a wo

nd
o
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Alderman Lloyd: "Is it fair to say that the least objectionable con-
cept, at the moment to all concerned, may very well be agreement among the
Municipalities to a reasonable Planning Commission with power to study and re-
commend in collaboration with each of the Municipzlities! plamning staffs.
Isn't that pretty well what it is at this stage? I think that might clarify
the air a bit and give us a betfer understanding of these proposals that are
not coming forward as to what they imply."

City Selicitor: %I think I should inform the Council that a Bill was
introduced, I think it was a Government Bill, taking away our right of appeal
for subdivisions within four miles of the City. That was defeated in the Law
Amendments Committee, It was re—introduced in the Committee of the Whole
House and once again it was thrown out, Ws still hold that right.®

Alderman Lloyd: "Within a three or four mile radius outside, subdivision
pians must come to the City Council for spproval. I would like Council to keep
in mind this problem we're going to have on & Regional basis before you proceed
to consideration of these recommendations.™

Alderman O0'Brien: "We are considering now the twoe items, No., 23 and

His Worship the Mayor: ™Yes,; together.,”
Alderman O'Brien: "I would like to say a little about this memorandum

of the Manager's which lists these various ar=as of work the Planning Officer

1)

is now expected to be dealing with, It seems to me that all of these items
are outside the range that our previous Town Planning Engineer actually was
working on, In other words, there is another field here, a field that he was
working on and that our Planning Staff still has to work on, which is the con-

sideration of modifications of the Zoning By=Law, These sideyard modifications,

ok}

rezonings, replottings and resubdivisions take
it's indicated in the chart that Mr., Munnich has drawn. Really, the kind of
planning which the Premier has mentioned recently, saves monsy in the long run.
That kind of planning is in these projects on traffic improvements, redevelop-
ments and Master Plan; which we have neglected in receant years, but now find
we must tackle and which requires a competent staff, We have already adopted

an establishment for a Town Planning staff within the la

(4]

t year and this is a
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fair amount of time and I think
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a proposal to add two persons

sort of semi-professional., It
if we are to do the study work
rate or a slower rate with the
ferred to, there

the next two or thres

His Worship the !

glected within the last few years, T think it's just been the last few ~c.:

we've been thinking of these things

Halifax."
0y

Alderman Lloyd:

is the impression I get

[

had recently, in the 1880

ning Organization, you
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many, many problems.

recently; by
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what implication that

- . 1 - o
to be brought into

are related to regionzl planning
earnest consideratiocn of all of us,
set aside a meeting, say within

which has been pszssed in our hands
a discussion of this matter solely

one reall

eems to me that we certainly will need these

t deal of planning work

layor: "With reference to

don't know hLow

=t constantly made
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professionally qualified and one

w
o

.d, Whether we proceed at a fast
of some of the projects re-—

that has to be done within

the fact that these were ne-—

(7]

|M“

for the first time in the history of
0y
the other members of Council feel, i
When you conferences, such as we've
5 _, = o "
the Town Planning Board's Community Plan- T 4

ware of the regiomal character of
of the other Aldermen must have been

i“huH
{

residents in

Harbour, Halifax County.
e matters of amalgamation with the City of A

What that means to us, or

1

¥ L

they

TR

This is a big thing and it deserves the most
T wonder if it would not be better if we

weeks, to get the legislation || “a

digested, and have one meeting devoted to

rather than attempt to do something tonight 1
us in any way. I'd be happier if we {
sd to this, ard at t} we might
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bring in, perhaps, the Chairman of the 1980 Conference Committee to recount

to us some of his difficulties, We might bring somebody from C, P, A, C.
to be here to enlighten us and let us all get a picture from the City's point
of view,”

Alderman Ferguson: "I'm of the same opinion as Aldsrman Lloyd. I think
there's a great deal invelved both from the thecretical point of planning for

the future and the practical aspect of it. Generally, I am in favour of

planning, I think it is necessary that we take certain steps. I'm co.zerned

o

with the practical aspect. While we are making great progress rapidly in cer-

tain, shall I say more theoretical methods, I'm very concerned about the prac-

Q\

L .1'

ticsl aspects of administration, I feel we should have 2 special meeting for
this purpose where a wvery broad discussion can take place, I know there are
. . = T a5 FE s P o £ T3 ~ 2y 1 2 e '!.II”! {nlll
many people from different professions and walks of 1ife in the City who are
vitally interested, Possibly, their concern and their interest may be from
misunderstanding or lack of understanding, I feel it must have the necessary _ H“hhh
publicity and many people should have an opportunity to be heard. For one,
myself, I'm not prepared to discuss or consider it favourably tonight because
I haven't had the time to lock into it. I did glance at the reports, but Ifve -
certainly not had the chance to go into the scope,.™

Alderman Liocyd: "I don't like to stand in the way of this, I know we "”h
o forward with planning organization and staff, 1I'm convinced of that.
I do believe that we should consider it at a special meeting because from what
I can gather from some of the comments of other Aldermen about this matter in g
the last few days, they would like time to get down to cases and, as I see it,
in a couple of weeks! time or so to have a chance to digest these recommenda-

TR

tions, get the legislation in the form that it's passed; so that we can fully

urderstand it and then have a mesting,” 1“1*‘”
HER 4
MOVED by Alderman Lloyd, seconded by Alderman Ferguson, that His Worship J'”d
0 L s j ] .1|n1'ﬂ
convene a Special Meeting of the Council to consider Planning Staff, Planning
Projects, priorities and any matters pertaining to planning and planning {
organization, (
His Worship The Mayor: “We'lve got the legislaticn, That's part of it,

That's our law and framewerk. One item only at that Spegial Meeting of Council,"

—— —
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Alderman Wyman: ™I'm in agreement with the motion., Alderman Lloyd, in
speaking of it, made some reference to matters pertaining to Regional Planning,
the possibility of 2 Regional Planning Board and so on., The Greater Halifax
Committee's recent meeting undertook some study of the procblem of Regional
Planning, Regional Planning Boarc, organization for such, and sc on. It might
be that the work of that Committee could tie in to some extent with the dis-
cussion at this Special Meeting, I'm just suggesting that, Perhaps, if you
were to speak to the Chairman of that Committes, something could be don= <o
get that information,”

Alderman O'Brien: "Would you send a Special Notice or invitation to the

neeting to varigus ¢ivic organizations who would be interested?®

=

Alderman Lloyd: "Yes, that was my intention. Don't bring the whole
Committes here, but only the official representatives, Those who are in pos-—
session of the knowledge of the position in which they occupy at this stage."

Alderman Ferguzon: "The Architect's Association representative; they are
vitally concerned.®

The motion was put and passed.

RECEPTION OF PETITIONS AND DELEGATIONS

Alderman Wyman: %I would like to call your attention to the fact that
the members of the Rotary Club of Halifax Northwest hsve attended our meeting
tonight as a group, As it is a part of their program in connection with an
interest in Civic affairs, I think it is worthy to note that & group of men,
belonging to a Club which represents a group of common businessmen, leaders
in their various fields of endeavor, should be interested and come to our
meeting. I think it would be very nice if you would welcome them on behalf
of us and urge them to come again,”

His Worship the Mayor: ™I'd be pleased to Mr, Deputy Mayor. I am look-
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ing over the group now and I find thsy srs2 no stranger
them have been here on various occasions in the past few years either as in-

dividuals or members of diffesrent groups.

¢
12}

T do welcome the Rotary Club of Halifax Neorthwest to neeting, I'm

sorry the meeting is not more lively and that we don't have more serious issues
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to debate to provide you with perhaps an example of how Council acts, Most
people mention when they come to Council, the fact that matters are disposed
of quickly. They're processed thoroughly by the staff; by the Manager and
brought to Committees, from the Committees to Council. For that reason some
Council meetings appear to be awfully dull for some persens sitting in on
them for the first time. Perhaps, it might be that those who come here time
and time again might be attracted to the inner circle and offer some time in
the future to the civic office, I welcome you here tonight and I hope /o
will come back again to see how we conduct your Municipal Government on your
behalf.”

SPACE FOR 1960 CONVENTIONS

Alderman Ferguson: "I wonder if I could have a minute to introduce an

item which came up at the Tourist Committee, It is an item of some urgency."
MOVED by Alderman Lloyd, seconded by Alderman Trainor, that Alderman

P

Ferguson be granted permission to introduce an item of business, Motion

bl
[4h]

passed.,

Alderman Ferguson: "We are all aware of the unfortunate situation with

the Plasterers'! Strike which has been geoing on for some time with no sign of

settlement appsrently and the unfortunate result is having on our Convention

setup for Halifax this summer, As you are aware, there have been two fair-
T

sized conventions for early June; one on June 6 to 10, the Social Workers!

Canadian Group, number 800 and on June 19 to 25, the Nurses'! Asscciation,

s ]
=

iother Canadian group of some 1,200, The problem is very grave since there
is no public space available, Mr, Charlton, the Tourist Director, has been
working on this problem and through a fair amount of work of his, and some

others, they were able to hold these conventions in the City., It was a bit

of luck, I think, that we did get that far. Through the kind co-operation of

Pine Hill, Shirreff Hall, and St. Mary's, they have made their dormitory faci-

lities available for housing, We do not have enough availab

3
L

seat the convention delegates in groups unless we can use the auditorium of

f it was made to an

(9]

the Queen Elizabeth High Schocl. A preliminary inquiry

official of the School Board. It is pessible that this space could be made

available subject to the Board."
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MOVED by Alderman Ferguson, seconded by Alderman Trairor, that this
Council request the School Board to grant the uss of this space for thesc
Conventions and at the same cost that these Conventions would pay for
public space,

His Worship the Mayor: "Why don't you put it this way: 'That the
Conventions be grantaed the space in the same manner that the space would be
granted to this Corporation or to the Council itself.'"

Alderman Lloyd: ®Right,"

Alderman Ferguson: "Thers is this difference, I would point out that
for part of the space, with the nurses, we would expect the nominal fee, For
another part, drug exhibits, a fee would be charged because there is no reason
why the Drug Companics can't pay the normal charges. There is another matter
respecting finances which was passed at the Tourist meeting but which I prefer
to bring through the regular channels from the Finance and Ixecutive Committee
to Council as we have ample time to introduce it later,"™

His Worship the Mayor: "There is no question of time, is there?®

Alderman Ferguzon: “Not on the one where it involves some expenditure
for a shuttle service., This we must have for planning,™

Alderman Trainor: ™I think there has been some long and serious thought
put into this to overcome certain problems both by the Tourist Bureau and by
the Director of Tourists and Conventions for the City."

Alderman Dunlop: "I doubt very much if such a motion is necessary.
There are seven Aldermsa on the School Board and I'm sure if this matter had
been before the Board at its meeting on Monday night, that full consideration
would have been given to it without any request from this Council at all.

This is the first I've heard of it, even the suggestion that any space is re-

quired from the Board, We have ample space in the Queen Elizabeth, Cornwallis,

Lo

St, Francis, LeMarchant, etc, We have dozens o1 suditoriums and places which
would be available. I know of no better use to be made of these things than
such things as the Aldemman mectioned. I'm speaking as an immediate past

Chairman of the School Board and I would say to the Aldermen who are not on

the School Board that the policy of the School
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of auditoriums and gymnasiums has been radically changed over the past two
years, We welcome organizations who require their use. I think Alderman
Wyman is the Chairman of the Vocational School Board. They have, I think,
ample space, The policy of the School Board at the present time is to make use
of the auditoriums and the gymnasiums, We try to get enough to pay the janitor
and the lights, but 1f they're not able to pay, as some organizations are not,
we don't desire them to use them, I assure Alderman Ferguson, as Chairman of
the Tourist Committee, that all he has to do is make the request. I su _gzst
he doesn't need any support from this Council.,”

Alderman Lloyd: "We took the attitude that we should not become involved
with the activities of the plasterers and the contractors, but we did have a
problem because people were coming here. Circumstances were unusual. It
represented a challenge to the entire community; City, School Board, private
business houses and transportation people. This whole effort on the part of
the Tourist Committee is really a clarion call to everybody to help the Com—
mittee and its staff in extending a little more than usual hospitality to these
people to offset any disarrangement of their plans., That was the general con-
cept of it, What this resolution really intends is to ask the School Board
to realize that this is a general effort out of the ordinary., We realize
that normally it would be processed, All we are asking for is even more than
their usual interest in helping us out. I think the Resolution; as thé
Alderman says, may not be necessary, but merely as a formality to establish
the proper relationship between the City and the School Board because tlere
might be some factors of expense which the City Council may have to meet in
this operation before it is finished."

Alderman Creenwood: %I think the Forum Commission would be wery happy
to answer the clarion call, so we must not forget our very extensive civic
facilities there, As the present Chairman of the Forum Commission, I am sure
the Commission would welcome any representations which the Tourist Committee

would care to make.™

et

Alderman Lare: ™I have sat through many a painful session establishing

rates, The point I want to make is this, In Alderman Ferguson's resolution
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the like, I don't think this is essential in the first place from my know-

ledge of the rates of the School Board. The facilities will be acquired at
much less money than would be paid for public space at a hotel. I'$e rented
both and I know, Furthermore, I think the action of this Council should merely
be to request the Board of School Commissioners to give every co—operation.
We should not make any suggestion as to rates or arrangements., That is the
business of the Board, Therefore; I'd suggest to Alderman Ferguson that is all
he should ask,”

Alderman Abbott: "I'm sure the School Board would only be too happy to
co—operate with the Tourist Committee in this connection., How soon would you
have to know this because there will not be another meeting of the Board until
the second Monday in May. We could call a special meeting,”

Alderman Ferguson: ™"Yes, I think that would be best,"

Alderman Abbott: I think the Chairman would be happy to call afgpecial
meeting of the Board to give permission,®

Alderman Ferguson: "The situation applies to the nurses in which they
will need both the auditorium and the gymnasium together.™

His Worship the Mayor referring tc the Nurses'! Convention stated: M"If
we allow the Convention to drift away from Halifax or to have any sort of a
bad feeling here, we will not get these conventions back again in the normal
rotation period., That is very seriocus, when we are talking about boosting
our tourist convention business,

Alderman Wyman: "I rose to speak because Alderman Dunlop made reference

te the Halifax Vocational High Scheol and the fact that I was one of your re-
presentatives on the Board, I just thought that it might be wise to say

this about it. I am sure that the Halifax County Vocational High School
would be very glad to co—operate in any way that they can with the Tourist
Committee and the Director in solving this very painful problem., Those who
had to do with the building of the Vocational High School in the first place,
in their great wisdom, saw fit not to include anything in the nature of a gym-
nasium or an auditorium in the building,

The only reasonably large room that

we have there is the cafeteria which room we would be very glad to place at
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services of any body that needs it for the good of the City,"

Alderman Lloyd: ™I was going to suggest that Alderman Ferguson withdraw
his motion and that the Council pass a Resolution requesting the utmost co-
operation of all Boards in this emergency and that they be so notified."

Alderman Ferguson agreed to withdraw his original motion and seconded the
motion as proposed by Alderman Lloyd, which was put and passed,

PARKING — PRIVATE DRIVEWAYS

Alderman DeWolf: "There is an item I'd like %o bring up. Ordinarce
No, 48 provides a penalty for parking in private areas. Does that have the
same effect on driveways that are known as common driveways? In other words,
one person owns a driveway, but one or more people can use it; two or more
or perhaps a half dozen, A friend of mine whec owns a small office building
has quite a wide drivewsy alongside of the building. The driveway is wide
enough for two cars to park so it is completely filled, He can't even get
in to his own premises in the back. He sent me a memo. For instance, there
were seven cars parked in his driveway, four of them from the City of Halifax,
one each from Kentviile, Enfield and Shelburne. He could not get into his own
premises and this happens every day, he tells me, He is wondering if an
Ordinance could be passed to cover that situation or that this Ordinance would
have the same effect on the driveways as on the privately owned land. Can you
tell me??®

City Solicitor: "The Ordinance we have at the present time pertains to
people who have no rights whatsoever parking on property belonging to other
people, When you get into that one, then you are getting into a problem,
Apparently, these peopie have some right,”

Alderman DeWolf's "No, These people whe park there have no right."

His Worship the Mayor: ®They are trespassers,"”

City Solicitor: ®They would fall under this Ordinance.”

Alderman DeWolf:. ™Suppose the owner is away; could those who had the
right to use this driveway call the Police Station? Do they have that right?
I'11 leave this letter with you. Speaking of driveways and rights-of-way;

there are some of them that are all right which are in the deed and assessed
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to the owner of the property. Many people either by right or by payments have
acquired the use of that right-—of-way, but only one person is taxed. That is
the owner, I believe there might be some consideration given, if it is pos-—
sible, to tax those who use a driveway. They have, in effect, an occupancy.

I came across a driveway owned by an owner., We weres selling the property, as
a matter of fact. The man next door said, 'I have a right—-of-way'. He hasn't
got a right-of-way, but he's been using it. If he had a tax, he'd soon prove
whether he had a right-of-way over it or not, These rights—-of-way are very
important., I think we should give some thought to it. There are many rights-
of-way and alleyways throughout the City that are not taxed at all. I think
that some are not assessed and consideration should be given to assessing those
so that the City may have some jurisdiction. As it is now, there is no owner
and the City has no jurisdiction over these alleyways, rights—of-way, or lanes
that are not taxed. I think it would be a good thing for the City Assessor to
look into that. They have been lost over 200 years., I came across a lot of
them in my business, so I know it is a fact,”

His Worship the Mayor stated that just recently on Barrington Street,
near Hard Street, an owner was prevented from developing his property because
of a right—of-way being claimed,

The matter was referred to the City Assessor for a report.

POLL TAX DEDUCTIONS -- FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PAYROLLS

Alderman Fox: "I'd like to know what success the City is having in
etting poll tax deductions from Federal payrolls?®

City Manager: "™We have none, It has been to the highest authority, the
Treasury Board, I had letters from the Treasury Board in which they advise
me that they just cannot make deductions from the Federal payrolls for tha
purpose,”

Alderman Fox: "What amounts, in dollars and ceants, would there be if it

were collected from Fzderal Govermment payroclls?®

City Manager: "I would not know that, We don't lose the tax because

we can get it probably in a little more difficult way. Most Federal employees
are on a permanent basis and I think their s
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Council,
April 14, 1960.

quite adequate so that they can pay the amount., It just makes it a little
harder for us to collect it from individuals rather than from the Government.
I suppose we do lose some as against the deductions; but we worked on that
quite a bit. We were unable even in Ottawa to get anywhere with it,"

Alderman O'Brien: “Have you stopped deducting Inccome Tax from Civic
employees?”

City Manager: "I think that would be inadvisable."

His Worship the Mayor: "We wrote to Mr, Nowlan, the member of the
Cabinet for Nova Scotia and a member of the Treasury Board; to Mr. Fleming,
to Mr, Diefinbaker and back to Mr. Fleming again. They agreed among them-
selves it would not be wise to give us that right.

"With respect to the Federal Government employees, they probably are the
least difficult to collect from because all the City of Halifax has to do is
write a letter to the Officer or Director of the branch concerned, enumerating
the employees who have failed to pay the tax, and he will direct them to
pay; and, failing to do that, disciplinary action is taken, Quite often it can
mean dismissal from the Federal Civil Service for people who refuse to pay
their taxes, I think this is probably the least objectionable one of the
whole lot.®

RATS ON CITY DUMP

Alderman Traincr: "Some weeks ago the new Incinerator was put into
action.,- I'm wondering if the City Manager or the Commissioner of Works could
tell me who is looking after the problem of rats, Have they anything to re-
port as to the status of the situation cut there and how they are getting
along with the professional exterminatori®

Commissioner of Works: ™Mr, Mackie was out of town for a few days, but
he is back now, I'm eonly mentioning that to give you just a little bit of a
background and the fact that we were accumulating containers, Dr, Morton or-—
dered the poison, There was no supply of the particular poison we wanted in
town until just recently, yesterday actually. Dr. Morton has it and we have
quite a few containers and we have to supply the bait for Mr, Mackie and mix
it and everything, He acts only as a consultant and he makes appraisals as to

how the rats take to it and so on."

~ 440 -

,whm-
I II™ .1'

(TN

(' b, (

“Hh*H

o

i ““"‘“ ‘

y o

1§ 12007
“th‘““







