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Council, 
March 28, 1968 

The City has awarded a tender for construction of the 
COgswell Street Interchange. Dineen Construction are 
now at work but this work will be delayed if re- 
location of all of the affected plant is not 
completed. 

The temporary pole line from Prince Street to 
Cornwallis Street via Brunswick Street is intended 
primarily for the 23,000 k.v.a. cable. This is now 
located in an underground conduit and could 
conceivably remain there. It is, however, a high 
voltage line and if it remains in place would be 
buried by up to 26 feet of fill. Burying this cable 
could create a potentially dangerous situation and 
would complicate future maintenance or replacement. 
If it is buried, the City could at its option delete 
the $24,000 conduit from the Dineen Construction 
contract. Alternatively, it could proceed with 
construction of this facility so that the Light and 
Power Company could abandon its buried line at a 
later date. 

The main feeder for the trolley bus 
carried overhead on Light and Power Company poles on 
the west side of Upper Water Street. This is the line 
which is creating the most immediate timing problem. 
It could be relocated on any of the existing pole 
lines off the site. It must be removed in order to 
permit work to proceed after the demolition of 
existing buildings. 

system.is now 

The existing primary and secondary circuits are now 
serving the buildings which are to be demolished. 
The lines must connect to the buildings as long as 
buildings are occupied but can be removed when vacant 
possession is obtained. Unfortunately, however, the 
pole lines as they are now located are in the way 
of the construction programme and temporary 
arrangements have to be made to feed occupied 
buildings for some time after construction of 
Interchange commences. 

the 

Cost Sharing. 

The Nova scotia Light and Power Company in its letter 
of March 12, 1968 indicated its desire to cooperate 
on the relocation of services. At the same time, it 
has made a request for issuance of a permit, which 
permit, if issued, would have the effect of binding 
the City to a contract to reimburse the Company. 
This, in the opinion of City Staff, is contrary to 
the legal situation as it now exists. 
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p City Staff in discussion with the Light and Power 
‘ Company officials have maintained that there is no 
i legal comitment on behalf of the City to reimburse 

the Company for relocation of its plant. While 
maintaining this position, Staff also indicated that 

i 

it was prepared to deal as fairly as possible with 
; 

the Company on the matter of costs and would be 
i 

prepared to recommend that the City abide by any 
- decision of such duly constituted authority as the 

i 
Board of Public Utilities Commissioners. 

In summary, there is the immediate need for decision 
I and action on the physical relocation of the plant, but it 

‘ 
appears that it will be some time before a financially 

i equitable settlement can be determined. The City has the 
| 

authority to order the Company to do certain things and it is 
the opinion of Staff that Council should authorize the immediate 

'_ issuance of a letter to the Nova Scotia Light and Power Company 
| 

Limited which will state: 

a) The Company is instructed to proceed immediately with 
the relocation of the main trolley feeder line from 

i 
_ 

its existing location on the west side of Water Street 
between Buckingham Street and Proctor Street. 

b) The Company is instructed to proceed with the 
immediate relocation of the primary and secondary 
circuits from the east side of Water Street between 
Buckingham Street to Proctor Street. 

C) The Company is informed that construction of the 
Cogswell Street Interchange will take place on and 
in the vicinity of the 23,000 k.v.a» underground 
cable and that the Company has the option of 
relocating this cable or having it buried to greater 
depth than is now the case. 

d) The Company is informed that the City made provision 
in the contract with Dineen Construction Company for 
construction of an underground conduit suitable for 
the permanent relocation of the 23,000 k.v.a. cable. 
The cost of this conduit will be $24,000. 

The Company should be asked if it wishes con- 
struction to proceed on this conduit or whether 
it wishes it to be deleted from the contract.“ 

March 12, 1968 

His Worship the Mayor and Members 
of the Council of the City of 
Halifax, 
City Hall, Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
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~ Council, 
March 28, 1968 ~ 

Dear Sirs:

~ Members of your Staff have advised us that you 
intend to proceed imediately with the construction of the 
Cogswell Street.Interchange and a part of the Harbour Drive 
development. So that this may be done, we have been requested 
to abandon that portion of our underground duct system on 
Upper Water Street, generally between Buckingham and Proctor 
Streets, and to remove our overhead electrical circuits, poles 
and fixtures on Upper Water Street and Barrington Street 
between Buckingham and Proctor Streets. 

In order to relocate these circuits so that they will 
not interfere with the City's development the Company desires 
to install poles and electrical conduits from the corner of 
Granville and Prince Streets to its Proctor Street sub—station 
by way of Prince, Brunswick, Cornwallis and Upper Water Streets. 
Three copies of an application for permission to carry out 
this work are enclosed. This application has been prepared 
bearing in mind Section 73 of the Public Utilities Act and 
Section 28 of the Act of Incorporation of Nova Scotia Light 
and Power Company, Limited. 

~ ~~ 
~~ ~~ 

~ ~ 
~~~ ~~~ 

~~ ~~~ _____-__:j__ 

_.

.

~

~ 
We understand that it is important to the City that 

we abandon these portions of the underground duct system and 
remove our overhead circuits as soon as possible, so that the 
City's development can proceed without delay. We are anxious 
to cooperate with the City in every way and as soon as the 
enclosed application has been approved by Council, the Company 
is prepared and anxious to proceed immediately with this 
relocation. When the electrical circuits have been relocated 
and connected with the Company's electrical system, the Company 
will abandon these underground and overhead systems. 

~ 
~~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ ~~~ 

Yours very truly,~~ 
~~~ 

A.R. Harrington, 
President & General Manager” 

(SGD.) 

"NOVR SCOTIA LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY LIMITED 

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO ERECT POLES AND LOCATE WIRE 
CONDUITS

~ March 12, 1968 

~~ 
His Worship the Mayor and 
Members of the Council of 
the City of Halifax, 
City Hall, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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Sirs: 

We hereby request permission to erect poles and 
locate wire conduits on Prince, Brunswick, Cornwallis and 
Water Streets, Halifax Nova Scotia in accordance with Drawing 
No. l—G—l948 attached. If this request is granted, we agree

! 

. to abide by the provisions of Ordinance 7 and 7A of the City 
' of Halifax, except as to removal or relocation of any such 
I 

poles or wire conduits or some one or more of them; and we 
' require the Agreement of the City that if at any time during 
l a period of twenty—nine years from the date that such poles 

or wire conduits are first erected, we are ordered by or on 

I 

behalf of the City to remove or relocate the same, the City 
will pay the full costs of such relocation or removal. 

| 

Yours very truly, 

NOVA SCOTIA LIGHT AND POWER 
CflMPAN?, LIMITED 

By (Sgn'd) A. R. Harrington 
President 

By *i§gn'd) E. A. Lefilanc ” 

- Secretary 

, 

It was agreed to permit Mr. H. B: Rhude, Solicitor 

for Nova Scotia Light and Power Company Limited to address 

Council. 

| 

Mr. Rhude displayed a sketch showing the area 

bounded by Prince, Brunswick, Cornwallis and Water Streets and 

he explained that the Nova Scotia Light and Power Company 

| 

presently have an underground conduit running generally along 

the line of Water Street; also they have some overhead wires 

, 

running along Barrington Street and generally through 

i 

the area in question; also, they have some other overhead 

l 

wires in the Proctor Street area as well as a sub—statiOn at 

I 

Proctor Street into which runs the underground conduits. 

He pointed out that as can be see: from the 

drawing the Cogswell Street/Harbour Drive Interchange covers 
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the area through. which part of the underground wiring runs: 

and, in addition, some of the overhead lines stretch through 

the Interchange. 

Mr. Rhude said that it is clear that something has 

to be done to these facilities ifthe construction of the 

Interchange is to be proceeded with and the Company recognizes 

the necessity that the facilities be removed. 

Accordingly, the Company representatives and City 

Staff have worked out a method of relocating the installations 

and this involves putting all these wires, conduits and 

overhead poles up Prince Street, along Brunswick Street, 

down Cornwallis Street, along Water Street and into the Proctor 

Street sub-station in order to clear these facilities out of 

the Interchange site. 

With the foregoing as a background, Mr. Rhude 

then proceeded to make the following submission: 

"Nova Scotia light and Power Company, Limited 
presently has electric transmission and distribution wires 
running through the Interchange area and the Proctor Street 
area. .Some of these are underground and others above ground. 
The City has requested that these wires be relocated. In a 
very large measure, relocation can only be effected by 
scrapping many of the wires and by abandoning a portion of the 
underground duct bank system. 

The second thing that the City has requested 
is that the company relocate these electrical wires on a tem- 
porary overhead system which run around the Interchange site. 
The cost of this temporary relocation will be approximately 
$70,000. 

The third thing that the City has requested 
is that following construction of the Interchange the C0mPa3Y 
abandon the temporary facilities and relocate its lines under~ 
ground in the Interchange area and in the Proctor Street area. 
The cost of this second permanent relocation would be approx1~ 
mately $144,000. 

To put it another way, the City has requested the 
Company to do three things: 

(1) abandon its present facilities in the 
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Interchange area; 
(2) erect a temporary line around the 

Interchange area at a cost of approximately $70,000; and 
(3) following construction of the Interchange 

to re—establish its lines under the Interchange and underground 
in the Proctor Street area at a cost of approximately $144,000. 

Thus, the total cost of the City's proposal 
would be $213,000. 

For the purpose of its discussions with the 
City, the company has acknowledged that its facilities in the 
Interchange and Proctor Street areas must be relocated. The 
Company does not recognize an obligation to bear the cost of 
$69,000 for the temporary relocation around the Interchange 
area during the construction period plus an obligation to pay 
the cost of $144,000 for a second relocation of the line when 
construction is completed. If the Company is to bear the costs 
of relocation then it wants to relocate once and not twice. 
That is the reason the Company wrote to Council on March 12th, 
requesting, in effect, that the proposed overhead line around 
the Interchange area be considered permanent and not temporary. 
If this application were granted by the City, it would mean 
that while the Company would have to abandon underground and 
overhead facilities, it could replace them by overhead facilities 
having a cost of approximately $70,000. In essence, the Company 
wants to be assured that when this_expenditure of $70,000 is 
made and the overhead facilities erected, that the City will 
not call upon it to relocate them again when the Interchange has 
been completed. Yet this is the very thing that staff intend. 
They wish the Company to erect the overhead facilities for 
$70,000 and then as soon as the Interchange is constructed to 
relocate them underground at a further cost of $144,000. 

If the Council cannot see its way clear to treat 
this line as permanent then the Company will reluctantly request 
the Public Utilities Board to permit the Company to treat the 
line as a permanent one In the Company's opinion the Public 
Utilities Board has the jurisdiction to take this step. 

In the manager's report at the bottom of page 
three, it is recommended that Council instruct the Company to 
"proceed immediately with the relocation" of certain of its 
wires in the Interchange area. This the Company is PfePared t0 
do. All it is asking the City Council to do is to assure the 
Company that this relocation will be a permanent one made Once 
and for all. 

The Company understands that staff do not wish 
the relocation to be a permanent one largely for esthetic pur- 
poses. staff believe that the overhead system which is necessary 
on a temporary basis would be undesirable OH 5 Permanent basis 
because of its unsightliness. The Company agrees that the 
proposal of staff is as esthetically sound and that it is 
desirable to have a double relocation as proposed by staff so 
that the wires are eventually placed underground. It cannot 
agree that the company should bear the full cost of $213,000 for 
this double relocation. 
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If on the other hand, the City were prepared to 
enter into some cost sharing arrangement in order to solve this 
problem, the Company would do its very best to reach an agree- 
ment which was satisfactory to all parties. in its report, the 
City Manager has stated that the Company has not cited any 
instances outside of the City of Halifax where it has asked a 
Municipality to share in the cost of relocation of its plant. 
The Company is certainly remiss in not calling such examples to 
the City's attention. Two examples are the following: 

(1) Recently the Town of Wolfville wished to 
clear the overhead wires off of its main street as a Centennial 
project. It advised the Company and Maritime Telegraph & 
Telephone Company Limited that it was prepared to share in the 
costs of placing the overhead wires underground. Estimates of 
the costs were obtained, but the Town felt that because of their 
size, it would not go ahead with'the project. However, there is 
no suggestion that the Company and Maritime Telegraph & 
Telephone Company Limited place the wires underground at their 
sole cost. 

(2) The Company is presently negotiating with 
the City of Dartmouth to put overhead wires located in the new 
City Hall area underground. While these negotiations have not 
been concluded, the City of Dartmouth has recognized that in 
principle it is'obligataito share in the cost. The Company 
understands that the City's share of the cost will be paid by 
C.M.H.C. — City Partnership. 

The very fact that these negotiations are going 
on with the City of Dartmouth and in view of the negotiations be 
tween the Company and the Town of Wolfville referred to above, 
makes it impossible for the Company to pay the full ccst of the 
double relocation. As you know, the Public Utilities Act 
expressly prohibits the public utility from discriminating 
amongst various classes of customers. Accordingly_ the Company 
believes that it would not be acting lawfully to pay the full 
cost of the City of Halifax's proposal and at the same time 
accept a contribution for the same kind of work from the 
City of Dartmouth. 

The Company appreciates that time is important 
but is confident that representatives of the City and the Com- 
pany could achieve a solution quickly if Council instructed 
staff to achieve one. 

Accordingly, the Company respectfully requests 
Council to refer this matter either to the Finance Committee Or 
to Staff to consider the desirability of a cost Sharing 
arrangement with the Company and to recommend to Council what 
contribution, if any, the'City should make to the cost of this 
double relocation.” 

After considerable discussion, it was MOVED by 

Alderman Black, seconded by Alderman Fitzgerald that: 

1, In accordance with the provisions of Ordinances 
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7 and 7A of the City of Halifax the Nova Scotia Light and 

Power Company be instructed to: 

(3) proceed immediately with«the relocation of the 

main trolley feeder line from its existing location on the west 

side of Water Street between Buckingham Street and Proctor 

Street; 

(b) to proceed with the immediate relocation of the 

primary and secondary circuits from the east side of Water 

Street between Buckingham Street and Proctor Street: 

2. Also, that the Nova Scotia Light and Power Company 

be informed that: 

(a) construction of the Cogswell Street Interchange 

will take place on and in the vicinity of the 23,000 k.v.a. 

underground cable and that the Company has the option of 

relocating this cable or having it buried to greater depth than 

is now the case: 

(b) the City made provision in the contract with 

Dineen Construction Company for construction of an underground 

conduit suitable for the permanent relocation of the 23,000 

k.v.a. cable. The cost of this conduit will be $24,000. 

3. That the City Staff be instructed to continue 

negotiations with representatives of the Nova Scotia Light 

and Power Company Limited for a satisfactory cost sharing 

arrangement on the work to be undertaken and to report to the 

next meeting of the Finance and Executive Comittee. 

Motion passed. 
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REPORT — FINANCE AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Council considered the report of the Finance and 

Executive Committee of its meeting held on March 14, 1968 with 

respect to the following matters: 

Possible Acquisition - 2 Proctor Street 

MOVED by Alderman Moir, seconded by Alderman Abbott 

that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee, 

the sum of $1,900.00 be paid to the Estate of John Stonley 

as settlement in full for all claims in connection with the 

acquisition by the City of the property at 2 Proctor Street 

required for the construction of the Cogswell Street—Harbour 

Drive Interchange. Motion passed. 

Possible Acquisition No. 246~248 gpper Water Street 

MOVED by Alderman Abbott, seconded by Alderman 

Connolly that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 

Committee, the sum of $3,200.00 be paid to the Estate of 

Patrick Power as settlement in full for all claims in connection 

with the acquisition by the City of the property at 246«248 

Upper Water Street required for the Cogswell Street~Harbour 

Drive Interchange. Motion passed. 

Possible Acqpisition — No. 5216-18 Cornwallis Street 

MOVED by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Aldérman 

Abbott that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 

Committee, the sum of $21,000.00 be paid to Mr. and Mrs. L. T. 

Brown ofi;g?Melrose.Avenue, Fairview, Nova Scotia as settlement 

in full for all claims in connection with the acquisition by 

the City of their property at 5216-18 Cornwallis Street located 

within the Uniacke Square Redevelopment Area but outside the 
bodndaries for cost sharing with Central Mortgage and Housing 
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Corporation; and that the sum of $24,000.00 be provided for 
this purpose from the Sale of Land Account. Motion passed. 

A formal Resolution as prepared by the City 
Solicitor authorizing the withdrawal of the sum of $24,000.00 
from the Sale of Land Account was submitted, 

MOVED by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Alderman 
Abbott that the Resolution as submitted be approved. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
Civic Holiday — Easter Monday 

MOVED by Alderman Meagher, seconded by Alderman 
Abbott that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 

Committee, Easter Monday, April 15, 1968 be declared a Civic 

Holiday. Motion passed. 
Renewal — Band Concert Agreement 

MOVED by Alderman Moir, seconded by Alderman 

Connolly that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 
Committee, an agreement be entered into with the Halifax 
Musicians‘ Union under the usual terms and conditions covering 
eight (8) Band Concerts to be given inthe City during the 
summer of 1968 at a cost to the City of $2,610.00 and that His 

Worship the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized be execute the 
same on behalf of the City. Motion passed. 
Applications for Tag Days, Door—to—Door Canvasses, etc. 

MOVED by Alderman Ahern, seconded by Alderman 

Connolly that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 

Comittee, the following applications for tag days, door~to- 

door canvasses be approved 

l. Halifax Minor Baseball Association - Tag Day ~ 

July 12 5. 13, 1968 

2, Halifax Police Boys‘ Club — Door~to—Door Canvass- 
June 10 — 30, 1968 (3 days only) 

3. Halifax Coloured Citizens Improvement League - 
Tag Day — June 15, 1968. 
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and that the City Clerk be directed to assign three (3) days to 

the Halifax Police Boys‘ Club in accordance with the present 

policy. Motion passed. 

Regional Highway Transportation Study 

MOVED by Alderman Moir, seconded by Alderman Abbott 

that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee, 

the City agree to share in the cost of the Regional Highway 

Transportation Study on the basis of the joint expenditure for- 

mula for 1969 and that funds in the amount of $18,104.00 be 

I 

provided in the 1969 Budget for this purpose. Motion passed. 

Resolutions to Mayors‘ Conference 

A report of the Committee reads as follows: 

"The Committee considered the following resolution 
received from Alderman Ivany with the request that it be sub— 
mitted to the annual conference of the Canadian Federation of 
Mayors‘ and Municipalities. 

‘WHEREAS the financial situation of the Nation at 
the Federal, Provincial and Municipal level is in 
a state of concern to all people; 

AND WHEREAS many avenues of medical services exist 
for the benefit of the people: 

AND WHEREAS many avenues of services such as 
education, welfare, housing, transportation, 
employment, industrial build-up, etc., require 
action, especially in depressed areas; 

AND WEHREAS housing is in a critical state and 
many people in a Nation of great resources cannot 
find a way to fulfill their ambitions of living in 
a decent accomodation; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Federation of 
Mayors and Municipalities request the Federal 
Government to reconsider its position on Medicare 
and direct its financial resources to the housing 
crisis.’ 

It was the concensus of the Members of the Committee
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that: whereas the decision as to whether or not the Province 
of Nova Scotia is to participate in the Medicare Program is the 

responsibility of the Government of Nova scotia, that such a 

resolution should be referred to the Union of Nova Scotia 

Municipalities for consideration as to whether or not it 

would be presented to the Provincial Government." 

MOVED by Alderman Moir, seconded by Alderman 

Abbott that the resolution be referred to the Union of 

Municipalities for consideration‘as to whether or not it 

should be presented to the Provincial Government. Motion 

passed. 

A report of the Committee reads as follows: 

"It is recommended that the following resolution, 
received from Alderman Ivany with the request that it be 
submitted to the annual conference of the Canadian Federation 
of Mayors‘ and Municipalities, be referred to the Port of 
Halifax Commission requesting their views as to whether or not 
the resolution should be brought before the annual conference 
of the Canadian Federation of Mayors‘ and Municipalities. 

‘WHEREAS the containers concept of transportation is 
projected as a major idea for the future; 

AND WHEREAS Canada is competing with the United 
States to establish the first land bridge concept 
from Pacific to Atlantic areas; 

AND WHEREAS this concept would travel through 
Canadian territory, passing through Canadian 
cities; 

AND WHEREAS foreign interests have expressed views 
that Canada is a logical routing country, but can 
lose out to the United States: 

AND WHEREAS the land bridge concept should be 
studied by the Federal Government in the interests 
of the country; 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Federation of 
Mayors and Municipalities recommend immediate and 
quick action to bring Canada in the lead position 
for the land bridge concept.‘ “ 
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After discussion, it was MOVED by Alderman A, M, 

Butler, seconded by Alderman LeBlanc that the recommendation of 

the Finance and Executive Committee be approved and the port 

of Halifax Comission be requested to make their views known 

in time for presentation at the next meeting of City Council. 

Motion passed. 

Repeal of Sections, 1931 Charter, Necessary for Introduction 
of New Building and Electrical Codes 

MOVED by Alderman Abbott, seconded by Alderman Moir 

that,as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee, 

the Governor-in—Council be requested to proclaim Part X111 of 

the Halifax City Charter 1963; and to repeal the following 

Sections of the Halifax City Charter, 1931: 

578, 585: the definition of "Inspector of Buildings" 

in Section 724; 727, 72?B to 732 incl; 734 to 746 incl; 749 

to 755 incl; 756A to 763 incl; 764 to 791 incl; 793 to 814 incl: 

825 to 828 incl. Motion passed. 

Leasing of Office Space from Maritime Auto Supply Company Limited 

The report of the Committee reads as follows: 

"It is recommended that the 1,664 square feet of 
office space in the premises at 5441 Rainnie Drive 
be leased from Maritime Auto Supply CompanY Limited 
for the period of April 1,1968 to March 1, 1970 at 

rh 
"” 4: 

an annual rate of .p6,240.00 t0 house the .1:-taif Of the 
Building Inspection of the Development Department 
including the Electrical and Plumbing Inspection: 
and that His Worship the Mayor and City Clerk be 
authorized to execute the lease on behalf of the 
City; such recommendation is subject to a Staff 
report as to the feasibility of using the premises 
at 23l9~2323 Brunswick Street for the required . 

purpose. 
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The following report dated March 22, 1968 was sub« 

mitted from Staff: 

"The Finance and Executive Committee March 21, l968 
requested further information on alternatives to the proposal 
for rental of the second floor of the Maritime Auto Supply Co. 
building. 

The following alternatives were considered and re- 
jected: 

(a) A portion of the office and display space on the 
main floor of the Trade Mart building Scotia Square. 
The rental was $4.00 per square foot and high costs 
would be involved in partitioning. This was 
rejected because: 

(i) rental too high 

(ii) further from City Hall than Maritime Auto Supply 

(iii) cost of fitting up higher than Maritime Auto 
Supply. 

(b) Approximately 1300 square feet of office space 
at $2.50 per square foot on the third floor of the 
Marble building at 1672 Barrington Street (west 
side of Barrington between Prince and Sackville 
Street): 

This space was rejected because: 

(i) the available area was about 20% below the 
current requirements of Building Inspection Division 
and would have been completely inadequate after 
annexation. 

(ii) access to this space by citizens dealing with 
Inspection Division would be most difficult since 
the majority are contractors using self~driven veh- 
icles. Parking is prohibited on both Sides Of 
Barrington Street in this area and there is D0 Park” 
ing available within one block of the proposed 
location. 

A suggestion to use one of the "historic" buildings On BrUfl$WiCk 
Street has been investigated. At this time there are only two 
vacant buildings, 2309 Brunswick Street and 2319-23 Brunswick 
Street. Twenty—four hour Commissionaire watchman Service is 
now maintained on these two buildings. This costs $42.00 per 
day and is necessary until both buildings are occupied. 
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