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Council,
December 10, 1969

"Council has previously approved the purchase of 84 buses

which are now in the process of being delivered. The financing
of these buses is being done partly by an interim bank borrowing
of $1,000,000 approved by Council on October 15th, while the
balance is to be handled through General Motors Acceptance Cor-
poration.

A resolution is required from Council authorizing His Worship
the Mayor and the City Clerk to sign a contract with G.M.A.C.

in the amount of $1,630,000 to cover the financing of 46 buses.
The contract has been reviewed by the Solicitors for the City
and Halifax Transit Corporation."

MOVED by Alderman Abbott, seconded by Alderman Meagher
that His Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk be authorized
to execute Conditional Szle Contracts with General Motors of
Canada Limited providing for the purchase of forty-six (46)
buses for totzl time prices not exceeding $2,473,500.00, in-
cluding delivered price and finance charges, which contracts are
proposed to be assigned by General Motors of Canada Limited
to General Motors Acceptance Corporation of Canada, Limited,
and to include such terms and provisions as His Worship the
Mayor and the City Clerk shall deem proper and suitable.

In reply to a question, the City Manager advised that
the Transit Corporation Directors have already considered the
possibility of a change in policy if the Board of Commissioners
of Public Utilities do not accept the submission of the Cor-

poration.

The motion was then put and passed.

Date for Next Regular Council Meeting - December 29 Suggested

MOVED by Alderman Allen, seconded by Alderman MacKeen
that the next regular Council meeting be held at 8:00 p.m. on
December 29, 196°. Motion passed.

Amendment - Administrative Order #8

MOVED by Alderman Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Abbott

that the following Amendment to Administrative Order No. 8 be

read and passed a First Time:
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EE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of
Halifax as follows:

1L Administrative Order No. 8, Respecting Real Property
of a Character or Nature Other Than Residential or Business,

as approved by City Council on the 30th day of December, 1968,
is amended, by deleting from Schedule "A" to that Administrative
Order, the following properties:

5410-14 Cogswell Street Halifax Labour Temple Assoc.
2710 Fuller Terrace Trustees for Robert D. Bobbitt et al
1551 South Park Street Nova Scotia Teachers Union

Motion passed.

Resolution - Capital Borrowing

The following report was submitted from Staff:

“On April 23, 1269, City Council passed a Capital Borrowing
Resolution in the amount of $5,500,000 under authority of Section
208 of the City Charter 1363. This resolution is about to
expire and & new resolution is required.

Funding this past year was less than anticipated, but will be
considerably higher in 1370. Until capital funding is under-
taken, the City will be required to borrow the necessary funds,
as authorized under the City Charter.

City Council is requested to approve a Capital Borrowing Reso-
lution in the amcunt of $8,000,000 which must be signed by His
Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk, giving the City Treasurer
and either the City Manager or Chief Accountant authority to
sign demand notes on behalf of the Corporation of the City of
Halifax.®

MOVED by Alderman McGuire, seconded by Alderman
Abbott thst = Zorrowing Resclution in the amount of $8,000,000.00
be approved under the authority of Section 208 of the City

Charter and that fis Worship the Mayor and the City Clexk be

uthorized tc sign the Resoluticon con behalf of the City of

-
fu

Balifex,

Alderman Ivany referred to a report from Staff and
noted that some grants from the Provincial Government are in
arrears and he asked whether the collection facilities could be

improved.

- 1129 -




Council,
December 10, 1969

The City Manager advised that it is the practice of
the Provincial Government to spread the payment of grants out
over the year and not to pay the full amount at once. He
said that the processing of the claim made by the City for the
Provincial Government Welfare Grant usually takes some con-
siderable time, although it is generally submitted promptly by
the City.

Alderman Ivany said that the amount of the grants
received by the City appear to be only about half the total
amount and he guestioned whether something could be done about
claiming some of the interest from the Provincial Government.

His Worship the Mayor suggested that a member of
Staff should obtzin the total cost of interest paid by the
City on the amount of money expended from its own acoount and
perhzps then it could be added to the City's total cost and
a claim be made for a portion of it.

Alderman Meagher said that the Hospital Insurance
Commission pay the total amount of a grant to the hospitals
and then it is adjusted at the end of the year. He suggested
that the matter be looked into further by the City Manager.

The City Manager agreed to take the matter into
consideration.

The motion was then put and passed.

QUESTION

Question Alderman Allen Re: Change of Time for Next Meeting of
the Committee of the Whole Council

Alderman Allen asked how an Alderman would go about

changing the time for the next meeting of the Committee of the
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Whole Council since he understood that an important social
function was tzking place on that day which affected City Hall
Staff.

Eis Worship the Mayor said that if Alderman Allen
wished to make = motion at fhis time, it would require the
unanimous approval of Council.

Council agreed unanimously to accept a motion to
change the time of the meeting.

MOVED by Alderman Allen, seconded by Alderman Meagher
that the meeting of the Committee of the Whole Council scheduled
for Wednesday, December 17, 1969, start at 1:00 p.m. instead
of 2:30 p.m. to permit Staff to attend the Annual City Hall
Christmas Farty at‘B:OO P-m. Motion passed.

NOTICES OF MOTION

. Notice of Motion Alderman Abbott Re: Amendments to Administrative
Order No. 5

Alderman Abbott_gave notice that, at the next regular
meeting of City Council, he will introduce an Amendment to
Administrative Order No. 5 Respecting the Remuneration to be
Paid to the Maycr, Deputy Mayor and Aldérmen, increasing the
remuneratién paid to the Members of Council.

Notice of Motion Alderman Allen Re: Aldermanic Representation
on the Recreztion and Playgrounds Commission

Alderman Allen gave notice that, at the next reqular
meeting of City Council, he will move a motion to amend the
Aldermanic representation on the Recreation and Playgrounds

Commission.
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Notice of Motion Alderman MacKeen Re: Purchase of Sound Meters

[ meeting of City Council, he will introduce a motion that the
City of Halifax provide for in its 1970 budget such sums of
money for the purchase of scund meters or other scientific
devices for the measurement of volume and intensity of sound as
will enable the City to enforce the provisions of the Motor

|0 7ehicle Act as they relate to such matters as the screeching

of tires, the racing of motors or engines, and noisy mufflers,

of this type can ke ascertained and enforced through the use

of such meters or other scientific devices.

Boxing Day

MO VED by Alderman Sullivan, seconded by Alderman
Connolly that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive

Committee, Boxing Cay, December 2¢, 1962, be declared a Civic

Holiday. Motion passed.

Agreement - Central Redevelopment Area - City of Halifax and
Central Mortgage and Housing Coxporation

\ The following report was submitted from Staff to

which was attached a copy of a proposed agreement between the

! City of Ealifax and Central Mcrtgage and Housing Corporation:
“Under the National Fousing Act, Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation can mzke loans of up to two-thirds of the net cost

to a municipality of its share of redevelopment projects.

| Earlier this year City Council requested that such a loan be
| made in respect of the Central Redevelopment Area.

It is recommended that authority be granted to the Mayor and
City Clerk to execute this agreement on behalf of the City."
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MO7ED by Aldermzn Abbott, seconded by Alderman
Sullivan that HZis Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk be
' authorized to execute the agreement between the City of Halifax
and Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation, on behalf of the
City, respecting the financing cf the Central Redevelopment
Area redevelopment project. Motion passed.

Wedgewcod rark - Marlborough Park Water System

tp The following report was submitted from Staff:

"As a consegquence of annexation, the City became the owner of

a well-water system sexrwving the adjoining Wedgewood Park and
Marlborough Park Subdivisions in the Birch Cove area of Rockingham.
Informal arrangements were made for the Public Service Commission
to administer and cperate the utility on the City's behalf

until such time =s suitable long-term arrangements could be
‘ormalized.

From the time when the system was installed until the present,
the users have not been billed for water despite wvirtually all
properties having been meterad. The Public Service Commission
has quite properly attempted to regularize this situation, has

i installed new meters, has met with the residents and obtained
signed contracts Zfrom all of them, and is in a position to

start billing on a regular basis. In order to do so, the
approval of the Board of Commissioners of Public Utilities is
1 reguired. The Public Service Commission has undertaken to

|
| ask the Public Utilities Board for approval of interim rates.
’ The Public Utilities Commissioners, however, in an informal
review of the situation with staff of the Public Service Commission
and the City, advised that the application for approval of
| rates shculd come from the City. The Commissioners pointed
i out that it is the City's water utility which they are being
asked to regulate. They are not concerned whether the City
L arranges for the Public Serwvice Commission to operate the
‘ system on its behalf.

Tt is believed that the rublic Utilities Eoard will consider

‘ the proposed interim rates to be realistic in the circumstances.
It is recommended, therefore, that the City apply to the Bcard

k cf Commissioners of Public Utilities for approval of an interim
schedule of charges to users of water supplied by the City

through the Wedgewoocd rark - Marlborough Park well-water system

| and that such interim charges be as proposed in a letter of

! December 3, 13562 (with attachments) from the Public Service
Commission of Ealifax to the Board of Commissioners of Public
Utilities.
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Staff will be advancing proposals as to the future of the
Wedgewood - Marlborough water system within the next month."

In reply to a question, the City Solicitor advised
that the Board of Commissioners of Public Utilities feel that
the system is still technically owned by the City and asked

that the City make the application to the Board instead of

the Public Service Commission. He said that the City's appli-

cation will be made on exactly the same basis as that of the
;o

Commission.

After a short discussion, it was MOVED by Alderman
Hogan, seconded by Alderman Ivany, that the matter be referred
to the Committee of the Whole meeting to be held on December
17, 1969 to permit members of Council time to study the report.
Motion passed.

Snow Clearance

Alderman Hogan said that before annexation was
consummzted he went to some trouble to ascertain whether or not
the residents of the area to be annexed were going to receive {
adequate snow clearance and salting. He said that he was
\ advised that the City's Works Department were going to do as
good a job as the Department of Highways or even better. He
reported that many phone calls had been received after the first
snowfall in November that persons were unable to drive up the

hills in Ward 10. on the occasion of the second light snowfall, |

ll he said the same situation arose. He telephoned the Works
Department on the first occasion and was informed that since the

snow had not been forecast, many of the drivers had gone hunting.

On the second occasion, he said that he was informed that the
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snow clearing programme was being carried out by last year's
equipment and that the new equipment had not arrived. He
stated that the reputation of the City of Halifax can stand or
fall on the snow clearance gquestion and it is very important
that the programme should be adequate. It was then MOVED by
Alderman Hogan, seconded by Alderman Connolly that the Department
of Highways be asked to assist with the snow clearance programme
until the City's new equipment arrives in the City.

His Worship the Mayor said that this matter is indeed
an important one and he felt that the Works Department should
report on the whereabouts of the new equipment, especially in
the light of a Staff Report received some weeks ago which in-
formed Council that everything was in readiness for the snow
clearance programme to proceed.

The City Manager advised that he understood the steel
strike had held up delivery of the trucks and he asked the
Acting Director of Works to report to Council.

The Acting Director of Works addressed Council and
agreed with the remarks of Alderman Hogan in connection with
the first snow storm in November which was unpredicted. He
said that the Works Department has been using the same equip-
ment as it did last year with the addition of two one-way plows

with wings. He reported on the delays which have taken place

with respect to the delivery of the new equipment and said that
he understands that eight trucks are now ready with bodies and
that one will be shipped on Monday with one a day to follow.

He advised that the plows will not be delivered until December 27,
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because the steel strike has held the work up.

Alderman LeBlanc referred again to the Staff Report
which indicated that all is in readiness for the snow clearance
programme and he considered that the present facts raise very
serious questions with respect to liaison and co-ordination
and the follow up of the orders. He asked the Works Department
to check for zny penalty clauses in the contracts. He reported
on some calls he had received after the recent light snow falls
complaining of inadegquate plowing and salting.

Alderman Allen said that he is most distressed at
the facts now placed before Council and that he too had received
many calls from persons who could not drive up the hills in
his Ward. He suggested that the City should hire some outside
people to assist in the plowing and salting if the Department
of Highways is not able to do the job.

Aldermzan Ivany said that he had received several calls
on snow clearance and he asked the City Manager to check the
night line to City Field, since he had attempted to call re-
peatedly but received no answer. He felt that the City should
have two or three different types of programmes for snow
clearance and salting, depending upon the amount of the snowfall.

In reply to a question, the City Manager advised that
the report submitted tc Council relating to the readiness of
the Works Department to deal with any snowfall was based on
information he had received and he agreed that it looks as though
there had been an assumption made that the suppliers were going

to meet their delivery dates.
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His Worship the Mayor asked the City Manager to
update his report and to make some explanation as to why it
was wrong.

In reply to a guestion, the Acting Director of Works
said that in talking with the Deputy Minister of Highways he
has been informed that it would not be acceptable to the Province
for them to do any more salting or snow clearing for the City.
He said that their eqguipment has been distributed elsewhere in
the Province,

Alderman Allen adwvised that much of the salting in
his district in other years was done by an outside truck and
he suggested that the driver knew the district and the urgent
places and it mignt be possible for him to continue. He was
of the opinicn that the Department of Highways would be con-
siderzte of the City's problems and assist in whatever way they
could until the new eguipment arrives.

After further discussion, Alderman Hogan, with the
approval of his seconder, agreed to amend his motion to read
as follows:

*“THAT the City Council request the City Manager

to see that there is adeguate snow removal and

salting as guaranteed in Council policy whether

by securing it through the Department of Highways
or in other ways."

Mction passed.

Fairey Canada Limited

Alderman LeBlanc referred to the recent announcement
by Fairey Canada Ltd. of the closing of their establishment at
Eastern fasszge and he said that it is a matter of extreme im-

portance to every resident of this area. The magnitude of the
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economic and social impact is awesome and the effect of such
a closing is a most serious blow which must be resisted by
every available means of every elected official in this area.

It was then MOVED by Alderman LeBlanc, seconded by
Alderman Allen that the City Council of Halifax join with the
Mayor and Council of the City of Dartmouth to exert all possible
means whereby action to delay the closing of the Fairey Canada
Ltd. establishment at Eastern Passage or alternatively obtain
a comparable replacement either through Federal or Provincial
grant sponsorship and, in this connection, the Mayor be re-
quested to contact Mayor Thornhill of Dartmouth at once, to
offer City Council's full and energetic co-operation in this
most serious of matters.

Alderman Allen felt that in the context of the motion
Council should consider the entire defence establishment and
any possible cut-back since it would seriously affect the Cities
of Dartmouth and Halifax.

Alderman Ivany questioned what Council can do about
the matter other than express its concern in this way. He
was concerned about the skilled workmen who will be leaving the
area.

His Worship the Mayor considered the motion a good one.

Alderman McGuire asked whether or not it was the in-
tention of the Federal Government, where cut-backs in the defence
programme was going to effect a region, to offer some compen-
sating activity through Manpower which would take place simul-
taneously to these things. He asked whether such a policy would

apply to Fairey Canada Ltd.
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His Worship the Mayor said that Manpower has been pre-
pared to pay moving costs for people who go elsewhere to get
jobs. He also said that the Department of Regional Economic
Expansion is doing what it can to attract major industry and
is negotiating for possible acquisition of the Fairey operation
at the present time.

The motion was then put and passed unanimously.

Monetary Reimbursement - Murray G. Warrington

Alderman Connolly advised that he and Alderman MacKeen
had met with the City Manager to discuss the above matter. He
said that he was shown the details of the Sampson case and he
agreed that there was a difference between the two cases but
that since listening to the Staff and the City Manager, he had
further information that the information received was not
exactly correct and that the person moved on October 25 and not
November 5. He said that Mr. Warrington has been before
Council on a number of occasions and has had talks with the
City Manager and other Staff and that there has been a lot of
staff time wasted. He felt that the City should finalize the
matter and pay Mr. Warrington's claim.

It was MOVED by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Alderman
MacKeen that the City accept responsibility and pay the claim
of $250.00 to Mr. Warrington.

Alderman MacKeen in seconding the motion said that
there is a certain amount of principle involved and he definitely
considered that the claim of Mr. Warrington should be paid.

In reply to a question, the City Manager advised that

the policy of Council was not disregarded because, in the case
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quoted, the building was not in good enough condition for a

| tenant to move in. He said that it is the landlord's responsi-
bility to make sure a building is in a reasonably good condition
before the tenant moves in, and in this case, the tenant was
willing to do a lot of the work himself. He said that Council
policy does not allow a payment of this kind to be made and he
would recommend against it.

The City Solicitor advised that there is no legal
liability on the part of the City to make the payment and it
would need to be an ex gratia payment and would therefore re-
quire legislation for such authority.

It was pointed out that if this payment is made, it
might happen that all other tenants in City-owned buildings
or Partnership owned properties, even public housing tenants
would submit similar claims for work done.

Alderman MacKeen said that he considers there are
extenuating circumstances in this case and that there seems to
have been some confusion between the two parties concerned.

The City Manager said that there has been no real
'. misunderstanding and that this whole matter was reviewed in
Council some twelve to fifteen months ago.

Alderman LeBlanc said that he would support the
motion if the payment could be made without jeopardizing the
City's legal position.

His Worship the Mayor said that the motion would have

to be reworded for the City to seek legislation.

Alderman Connolly asked if it would be possible for

the City to permit Mr. Warrington to pay a reduced rent for a
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period of time until the claim is paid.

The City Solicitor said that Council could proceed
in this manner, but it would be necessary for his lease with
the City to be cancelled and a new lease entered into. He
considered that this is an administrative matter.

His Worship the Mayor agreed that it is not Council's
function to set rents.

The City Solicitor said that when one tries to cir-
cumvent the law, other problems are created.

Alderman Ivany suggested that the City Manager be
left to discuss the matter with the Real Estate Department and
make a decision as to which is the best method of paying the
claim.

The City Manager said that he cannot do anything that
Council cannot do from a legal point of view.

Alderman Meagher said that he would support the
motion but if Council cannot circumvent the law, he suggested
that Alderman Connolly change his motion to seek legislation
to pay Mr. Warrington. He considered that the matter should
be cleared up and finished.

Alderman Connolly, with the approval of his seconder,
agreed to amend his motion to read:

"THAT the City seek legislation to authorize

the payment of $250.00 to Mr. Murray G.

Warrington in settlement of his claim."

Alderman Abbott felt that the best method of paying

Mr. Warrington would be to terminate his lease and enter into

another one for a reduced rental for a period of time.
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It was generally agreed that landlords do not usually
pay tenants for their labour when painting their houses or
| apartments.
? In reply to a question, the City Manager said that it
is not necessary for him to make a recommendation on this matter
since it is to seek legislation.

After further discussion, the motion was put and passed,

*. seven voting for the same and three against it as follows:
For: Aldermen Abbott, MacKeen, Connolly, Ivany,
LeBlanc, Meagher and Sullivan 7
Against: Aldermen Hogan, McGuire and Allen 3

10:45 p.m. Council adjourned.
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