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NOTICE OF MOTIONS

Notice of Motion Alderman Sullivan Re: Demolition of
Building known as 2878-80 Barrington Street

Alderman Sullivan gave notice that at the
next regular meeting of City Council to be held on May 11,
1978, be proposes to introduce a motion that the building
known as 2878-80 Barrington Street, be demolished by City
forces and the site cleared within seven days, and the cost
of such demolition be placed as a lien on the property.

Notice of Motion, Alderman Meagher Re: Amendments to Ordinance
No. 170, Respecting Partial Tax Exemptions for Certain
Properties

Alderman Meagher gave notice that at the next
regular meeting of City Council of the City of Halifax, to be
held on Thursday, the 1lth day of May, A.D., 1978, he proposes
to introduce amendments to Ordinance No. 170, Respecting
Partial Tax Exemptions for Certain Properties.

Alderman Meagher advised that the purpcse of
the amendments is to:

(a) Extend Ordinance No. 170, which is presently limited
to the 1977 municipal taxation year, to provide for its
application in the 1978 year; '

(b) Establish the percentage of assessed value to be used
in the calculation of taxes on those properties eligible
for assistance under Ordinance No. 170; and

(c) Amend Schedule "A" to include additional properties
for which application has been made for inclusion in the
Ordinance for 1978 where Council deems such inclusion to
be appropriate.

ADDED ITEMS

Tender 78-06 - Hilden Drive & Herring Cove Road Sewers

A staff report dated April 24, 1978, was
submitted.

MOVED by Alderman Wooden, seconded by Alderman

Hanson that:

1. Tender #78-06 for Hilden Drive and Herring Cove Road
Sewer construction be awarded to the lowest bidder, G. A.
Smith Ltd., for the unit prices quoted and required funds
be taken from Account No. DDA26 and DDAZ27.
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2. $25,000 from Account No. DDA32; $6,000.00 from
Account No. DDA31l; $10,000.00 from Account No. DDA27, and
$24,000.00 from Account No. DDAll, be transferred to
Account No. DDA26.

Motion passed.

Appointments (School Board & Public Service Commission)

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Shannon, seconded by
Alderman Meagher that Mr. J. Philip Vaughan, 1645 Vernon
Street, be appointed to the Board of School Commissioners
for the City of Halifax for a term to expire December 31,
1980, replacing Mr. Frank Matheson.

Motion passed.

MOVED by Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman
Wooden that the following appointments to the Halifax Public
Service Commission, be approved:

Austin E. Hayes - For a term to expire
April 30, 1980

George B. Robertson, Q. C. - For a term to expire
April 30, 1981

Motion passed.

Election - Municipal Officers

The above noted item was added to the agenda at
the request of Alderman Clarke who expressed concern about the
Bill presently before the House of Assembly as it affects the
City Charter which provides that a municipal official would have
to resign within a period of 30 days after being elected to
another level of government.

Alderman Clarke indicated he would be prepared
to make a resolution to the effect that an individual be permitted
to hold elected offices concurrently but not for a period to
exceed three months.

Following a discussion of the matter, it was
) MOVED by Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Wooden that City

Council record its view that legislation respecting the
simultaneous holding of municipal elective office in the City
of Halifax, the elective House of Assembly of Nova Scotia, the
House of Commons of Canada, or appointment to the Senate,
should continue to be limited for the City of Halifax, to a
maximum of 30 days.

Motion passed.
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NIP II

) The above noted item was added to the agenda
at the request of Alderman Maley who indicated she would like

) the NIP Concept Plan and DRDP referred to the Municipal Develop-
ment Plan Committee.

Following a discussion of the matter, Council
agreed that both the NIP II Concept Plan and DRDP, be referred

to the May 3rd Committee of the Whole Council meeting for
discussion.

Collector Streets

The above noted item was added to the agenda
at the request of Deputy Mayor Shannon whc noted there are
heavily traveled streets for which the City receives cost
sharing from the Province. Deputy Mayor Shannon said there
are other streets which do not function as collector streets
but which are heavily travelled and are not cost shared.

Deputy Mayor Shannon said she would likz staff
to review the matter with a view to re-adjusting the amount of
sharing for people on streets that act as collector streets in
order that the abuttors have less of a burden to carry when
such streets require repairs.

Alderman Hanson asked that staff pursue the
matter of cost sharing for sidewalks on collector streets by
the Province where sidewalks do not exist.

Parking, Metro Centre Area

The above noted item was added to the agenda
at the request of Alderman Downey who asked that the Police
Department look into the matter of parking around Metro Centre.
Alderman Downey said that when the sidewalk on George Street was
renewed, the parking meters were removed and "No Parking" signs
installed on both sides of the street. Alderman Downey asked
if the signs could be changed so that people could park in the
area saying it is an inconvenience for people using Metro Centre.

Alderman Downey expressed the feeling that
George Street, Brunswick Street, and other streets in the area
are wide enough that parking would not interfere with traffic
during hockey games and other events and suggested staff should
perhaps look at changing the signs in the entire area.

His Worship advised that staff would look into
the matter.
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Area of June, Moran, West, and Sarah Streets

Alderman Meagher in referring to the area on
the west side of Agricola Street, Moran, June, John and Sarah
Streets, requested that staff look into the matter of improving
and repairing the streets and at repairing the sidewalks
and cleaning up the area generally.

. Alderman Meagher advised that he would like
to receive a report from staff for the May 17, 1978 meeting
of the Committee of the Whole Council.

Traffic Lights, Junction of Herring Cove
Road and Purcell's Cove Road

The above noted item was added to the agenda
at the request of Alderman Wooden who, in referring to the
above noted traffic lights, advised that between 7:00 and
7:30, the traffic is light on the Purcell's Cove Road but
there is a steady stream on the Herring Cove Road as the Herring
Cove Road traffic waits at a red light, and alternates on a
green light.

Alderman Wooden asked if it would be possible
to have staff look into the possibility of having the amber
flashing light face in-bound traffic on the Herring Cove Road
during this period as it does at other times during the day.

His Worship noted the in-bound Herring Cove
Road does not always alternate with the Purcell's Cove Road
traffic saying a number of complaints have been received to
that effect. Alderman Wooden indicated she would like staff
to look at all problems at the intersection.

Alderman Hanson also asked that staff take
into consideration the matter of pedestrian traffic as they
have a problem crossing the street at the lights.

11:15 P. M. - Meeting adjourned.

HEADLTINES

Promotion - Staff Sergeant Gordon Hawkins ) ST 207
Minutes I...l.I.‘-...lll.-'...l..I.'IIOIIIII.:.Il.'..ll. 207
Approval of Order of Business, Additions & Deletions Geins 207

DEFERRED ITEMS: ol
Application for Approval of City Council for Specific
Development Not Permitted by the Zoning Bylaw; Extention
to a Bowling Alley at 35 Coronation Avenue o Simie fuial e ook 208
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PETITIONS & DELEGATIONS:

< Petition - Alderman Lawrence e i s e . 209
’J REPORT - FINANCE & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Tender 78-13 - Sidewalk Renewals T e Sieieeie minatei R S 209

Tender 78-57 - Canteen Concessions SR e il A P 210

Tender 78-10 - New Sidewalks T e B T S B A B . 210

Tender 78-11 - New Sidewalks  ..... R IR A R T, S B RS R 211

Tender 77-22R - Retaining Walls Bomt OO B ol bl el oo e 211

Award of Tender 78-41R - Inspecting & Testing 1978
Award of Tender #78-70 (Repairs to Ramp #1 - Cogswell
Street Interchange)

LI I 212
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Tender - Upgrading - Resurfacing of Streets e ot e la e lae e e 212
Lot at Rear of 2135 Brunswick Street -
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Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program -~ 1978
Standards & Subsequent Amendment to the Agency Agreement . 213
Cost-sharing of Provincial Government -
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REPORT - COMMITTEE ON WORKS:
Street Closure & Street Lines, Uniacke Square - Phase "A" .. 215

REPORT - COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS:
Amendment to Ordinance No. 155 Truck Routes, SECOND READING. 216

REPORT - CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Case No. 3464 - Amendment to Zoning Bylaw to Include

Photographer in the Definition of Professional

(Home Occupations) - DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING SO0 G BT 216
Case No. 3456 ~ Application for Rezoning and Lot

Consolidation - Lands of Workmen's Compensation Board of

Nova Scotia, South St. - DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING olaiis e alsle 216
Case No. 3567 - Modification of Lot Frontage and Conversion
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MOTIONS:
Motion Alderman Maley Re: Amendment to Ordinance No. 109
N respecting the Opening of Stores, Canteens, Fruit Stands,
'J Laurdromats, Billiard Halls, and Pool Rooms
on the Lord's Day A e O T S o 218

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:
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Halifax-Dartmouth Bridge Commission - Annual

Report 1977—T0 BE TABLED @ % % % s 8 S s e SR E e e " s s e 8 219
Agricola Street Transit Service el s alale s asielalania viein nisia e 219
Application for a Bill Poster's License - McQuinn's
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PUBLTIC MEETTING

SNOW PLOWING OF STREETS AND
SIDEWALKS

MINUTES

Queen Elizabeth High School,
Audio Visual Room,

1929 Robie Street

HALIFAX, N. S.

May 1, 1978

7:45 p.m.

_ A public meeting re the above subject was held
at this time.

Present: His Worship the Mayor, Chairman;
Deputy Mayor Shannon, Aldermen Clarke, Wooden, Hanson,
Moore and Lawrence.

Also Present: Acting City Manager; Director
of Engineering and Works; Director of Finance; General
Manager, Halifax Transit Corporation; City Clerk and
other staff members.

His Worship stated that the purpose of the
meeting is to discuss snow removal in the City, primarily
its relative merits and demerits as required under
Ordinance No. 3 versus the possibility of the City itself
undertaking all aspects of snow clearance as a City-wide
service.

His Worship asked Mr. Calda, Director of Engineer-
ing and Works, to set out the present system and outline
the possibility of an alternate system in which the City
would take care of all sidewalk snow clearance.

Mr. Mike Robinson, 17 Aurora Avenue, asked what
prompted the subject matter to be raised at this time.
His Worship replied that at a meeting of City Council in

early March staff were asked to submit a report re the

merits and demerits of the City taking over snow plowing
of sidewalks. As a consequence, a staff report was issued
at which time the Mayor suggested that a public meeting be
scheduled in order to exchange views on the matter.

Mr. Calda, Director of Engineering and Works,
reviewed the staff reports entitled "Quality Standard for
Winter Control" dated January 1, 1974, and "City Wide
Sidewalk Snow Plowing" dated March 9, 1978. Copies of
these reports were available to all those in attendance.
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: Mr. Calda stated that in order to assign
specific levels of service for winter operations, the
streets in the City are classified as Class I (Major)
and glass IT (Secondary) and explained the levels of
service allocated to each classification.

Mr. Calda stated that staff has determined
that the cost of snow plowing and salting of sidewalks
abutting private and commercial property in the City of
Halifax will be $375,013.00 for annual operation, with
an %nitial financial commitment of $260,000.00 for
equipment.

Mr. Calda pointed out that additional personnel
and equipment would be required and, as well, staff are
concerned re the potential damage and liability costs
which would be incurred.

Mr. Calda reviewed the alternatives as outlined
in the staff report, that is, proceeding on a contractual
basis and staff co-operation with a non-City agency to
provide the service.

His Worship, for the information of those present,
read the relevant sections of Ordinance No. 3 "Streets".

Mr. Doug Lane, 3828 High Street, President of

the Halifax Homeowners' Association, asked how much the

suggested initial cost of implementing such a service
would reflect on the tax rate to homeowners. His Worship
replied that it would be about 3¢ on the residential tax
rate.

Mr. Lane asked if the projected operating costs
include the costs for repairs and maintenance of equipment.
Mr. Calda replied that the projected figures include the
costs for repairs and maintenance as well as the provision
for the replacement of equipment.

His Worship pointed out that the potential damage
and liability costs would have to be considered as well.

Mr. Lane stated that if the City would take over
the sérvice, it would relieve the householder of the
responsibility. He suggested that it is now costing
individuals approximately $40.00 annually to clear their
sidewalks of snow.

Mr. Graham Hicks, 5335 Young Street, asked if it
would be feasible for those who are unable to clear their
sidewalks, for the City to provide the service and assess
a certain fee. Mr. Calda stated that if the City was to
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assume that responsibility, the requirement to clear
scattered portions of sidewalk within a block would
present varied problems and it would probably be more
realistic to do the whole block rather than individual
properties.

Mr. Hicks asked what has led staff to believe
that there is a potential for claims for damages. Mr.
Calda stated that the potential results from the use of
vehicles with widths in excess of the five-foot width
of sidewalks in the City. He stated that the speed of
the plows is also a factor.

_ Mr. Bob Dawson, 941 Greenwood Avenue, of the

Ward I Residents' Association, stated that the cities of
Ottawa, Toronto and Winnipeg provide a snow clearing
service for citizens. He suggested that the question
confronting Halifax is not just the one of costs but
whether, in a civilized society, we can continue to omit

to provide such a service. He stated that the real problem
in the present system is that the requirements of the
Ordinance are not enforced.

Mr. Dawson stated that few citizens bother to
clear the area from the end of the sidewalk and the
crossing of the intersection. He stated that the snow
blower should be used for removing snow from the sidewalks
in the downtown area. He suggested that if a system were
developed for hiring approximately 200 unemployed labourers
for snow clearing purposes, it would not only assist the
citizens but would also assist the unemployed.

Mr. Calda pointed out that the City of Toronto
does not provide a sidewalk snow clearing service and
the City of Ottawa is presently reconsidering its snow
clearing policy.

His Worship pointed out that the figures
estimated for sidewalk snow plowing do not include the
costs of snow removal.

Mr. Hollett, 3563 Howe Avenue, asked how many
tickets were issued by the Police Department for snow
clearance violations in the previous two years. Inspector
Haley of the Police Department advised that 499 tickets
were issued in 1976 and 400 tickets were issued in 1977.

Mr. Hollett further asked if a priority system
would also be set up for the clearing of sidewalks. Mr.
Calda responded in the affirmative.
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Mr: Frank Fryer, 6386 South Street, commented
on the requirements of Ordinance No. 3 relating to the
times within which sidewalks have to be cleared and
suggested that these times are not practicable because
of the difficulty in hiring people for this purpose.

He stated that his concern with sidewalk snow removal
emagates from the numerous phone calls he received from
senior citizens relating the difficulties they encounter
in hiring help to clear their sidewalks.

Mr. Fryer referred to a previous Council member
who investigated the possibility of the City undertaking
sidewalk snow clearance and stated that, at that time,
facts indicated that the service could be obtained at a
cost of approximately $5.00 for each homeowner. He stated
he realizes that costs have escalated but suggested that
the previous investigation be considered.

Mr. Fryer congratulated Alderman Maley on her
efforts to establish a program in Ward I where school
children provide a snow clearance service to senior
citizens. He suggested that the plowing of the sidewalk
four feet wide would be sufficient and that the salting
or sanding of sidewalks should be left to the property
owner if the City does take over the sidewalk clearing
service.

_ His Worship referred to the investigation by a
previous Council member re potential costs of snow removal
which took place in 1956, and stated that estimates at
that time were $161,000. and $145,000. based on 10 and 20
hours respectively.

Mr. Jack Dowell of the Downtown Halifax Business-
men's Association stated that the major problem in the
downtown business area is the removal of snow placed on
sidewalks as a result of City plowing of streets. He
related an instance this past winter when two 7% horsepower
snow blowers were hired and did an effective job of clear-
ing sidewalks surrounding a downtown parking lot. He stated
that the clearance of snow from crosswalks is the respon-
sibility of the City and, in his opinion, some of these
crosswalks in the downtown area during the winter months
are a hazard. He stated that, from his experience, he
would question the necessity for the City to purchase
Bombardiers, which are the most expensive units on the
market.
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Alderman Maley entered the meeting at
8:45 p.m.

3 Vivian Currie stated she was in agreement
with a previous speaker who suggested that in a
civilized society we cannot continue without a snow
removal program. She cited an instance where she
experienced difficulty in using the sidewalk during
the winter months as well as in entering her driveway
by automobile because of the lack of proper snow
clearance.

Mrs. Currie stated that one can spend hours on
the telephone trying to hire help to remove snow from
sidewalks. She suggested that in the interests of the
national economy, it would be inefficient to have
hundreds of small machines doing a job that one large
machine could do more efficiently and effectively. She
suggested that all levels of government should co-operate
in this regard and the City should be able to call on
Manpower to hire 500 men to shovel snow after a storm.

8:55 p.m. - meeting recessed.
9:05 p.m. - meeting resumed.

Jura Smith, President, Spryfield Residents'
Association, addressed the meeting and read a brief, copy
of which was submitted to the City Clerk. It is suggested
in the brief that before the City considers increased
expenditures in providing a better snow removal service,
it should carefully study its present resources (both in
equipment and manpower) to ensure that these are being
used to the utmost advantage as it is possible that
better coordination and the proper supervision of resources
presently at hand could lead to a sufficiently increased
efficiency in the present service so that the City and its
taxpayers would not have to face increased expenditures.

Mrs. Smith also stated that the Association
recommends better planning and coordination of snow
removal personnel, clearance of pedestrian walkways on
major thoroughfares, clearance of main pedestrian access
routes to schools as soon as possible, elimination of
mammoth snow banks at intersections, particularly major
‘intersections, and immediate access to bus-stops and fire
hydrants.

Alderman Meagher entered the meeting at 9:15 p.m.
Mr. Gerald Hollett stated that he is opposed to

. a snow clearance program of City sidewalks being taken on
by the City. He felt that damage to sidewalks would be
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in excess of staff estimates and stated as an example
tbe.damage to bus stops each winter. He stated that
cltizens have to clear their walkways and it is just a
matter of clearing an additional 50 - 75 feet of
sidewalk.

Mr. Donald Weeren, 7 Fenerty Road, stated that
there are complications in any of the approaches to the
problem and felt he could not add to the expertise
available. He stated that as a citizen he has followed
the problem over the years and felt the problem should
be addressed and some positive steps taken so that next
winter will not be a repetition of previous winters.

: His Worship stated that he felt there is a
sense 1n_the community that the City can and ought to
improve 1its snow clearance and snow removal program.

Mr. Graham Hicks asked if it would be possible
to enact legislation which would allow the City to clear
an uncleared sidewalk which presented a risk and bill
the property owner. The City Solicitor stated that if
such legislation is not now available, it is possible
that the Legislature would enact legislation giving the
City authority to sue for recovery of costs in such
instances.

Mr. Hicks suggested that some thought be given
to clearing sidewalks for those citizens who are not doing
it themselves and taking the appropriate legal action; he
suggested for citizens who are unable to clear their side-
walks, the City undertake the service for a fee. He
further suggested that the Ordinance be amended to provide
more time within which citizens are required to clear the
sidewalk.

Mr. Calda advised that staff are presently review-
ing Ordinance No. 3 and it will be submitted shortly to
City Council for consideration.

His Worship invited public comment on matters
discussed and asked that letters, in whatever form, be
addressed to the Mayor, members of City Council, or staff,

‘ such letters to include complaints and suggestions for
improvement. Staff would then try to synthesize information
accumulated and in late June or July the matter be made the
subject of a further staff report to City Council and brought
to Committee of the Whole Council.

Upon the request of Mr. Lane, the Chairman asked
for an indication of those present, excluding members of
City Council and staff, who would favour the City taking
over the snow clearance program and making it a general

: Rl 1l
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charge on the tax rate; six citizens responded. The
Chairman then asked for an indication of those who

would favour the retention of the present system with
an improvement in the delivery of services; five citizens
responded.

His Worship stated that those present who would
wish to receive a copy of a further staff report could
have the report mailed to them if they would leave their
name and address with staff.

Mr. Mike Robinson commended City staff for their
snow clearing and removal program for streets during the
past winter season.

9:45 p.m. - meeting adjourned.

MAYOR EDMUND MORRIS
CHAIRMAN
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PUBLIC MEETING
\ N- I. PI III
MINUTES

| Bloomfield School
Gymnasium
’ Robie Street
Halifax, N. S.

May 2, 1978
7:30 P. M.

A public meeting was held on the above date.

Present: Alderman T. Sullivan, Chairman;
Aldermen Downey, Maley, Wooden, and Meagher.

Also Present: Acting City Manager, City Clerk,
and other staff members.

The meeting was called for the purpose of:
Introducing the Neighbourhood Improvement Program III bounded

by North, Robie, Russell, and Gottingen Streets
to the Residents

Alderman Sullivan, the Chairman, addressed
the meeting and introduced members of Council and City staff
to those in attendance.

Alderman Sullivan advised that the purpose of the
meeting was to introduce the Neighbourhood Improvement Program
to this area and noted that on March 30th., Council designated
the area bounded by Russell, North, Gottingen, and Robie Streets
as the 3rd. NIP area. Alderman Sullivan pointed out that the
NIP Program was for the purpose of making improvements to the
neighbourhood such as improved parks, recreational areas,
sidewalks, and sewers etc., and that a second program known as
the Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program was for the
purpose of the rehabilitation of housing. Alderman Sullivan
advised that in order to be eligible for the RRAP program one
must live or own property in a NIP area.

Alderman Sullivan went on to present a breakdown
of funding for the NIP program saying a total of $1,260,000 has
been designated for the area. The Chairman said there are three
stages in the process with the first being Selection which
involves a decision as to which neighbourhoods would best benefit
from NIP funding. Alderman Sullivan noted that City Council

’ has designated the area as a NIP area.

Alderman Sullivan said the second stage is the
Planning stage which involves determining what the needs of the
neighbourhood are and deciding what can be done to meet such
needs with the funds available, and the third stage being the
implementation of the projects that will make the community a
better place in which to live.
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Alderman Sullivan expressed the feeling that
the planning stage would take about one year the the
implementation stage about two years. Alderman Sullivan made
reference to maps displayed around the room and noted the
area has been divided into six sub-areas saying that what was
intended was to have meetings in each of the sub areas and
a representative would be chosen to serve on a Committee to
develop a plan for the entire area.

Alderman Sullivan suggested that a short recess
be held for coffee which would also permit those present to
locate the area in which they live from the maps displayed. He
also advised that staff members would be in attendance at
each station who will be passing out information.

Alderman Sullivan said that members of Council
would like the residents' reaction with respect to the way the
area has been divided and suggested that once the recidents
have familiarized themselves with the sub-areas and the material
available, the meeting will reconvene at which time gquestions
can be asked about the program and comments may be expressed.

7:50 P. M. - Meeting adjourned for a recess.
8:25 P. M. - Meeting reconvened.

Alderman Sullivan reconvened the meeting and
asked for comments and any questions which the residents may
wish to raise with respect to the program.

A discussion and questioning then ensued with
respect to the NIP program including available funding, citizen
participation etc., and in response to a guestion by the
Chairman, a show of hands revealed that citizens from each of
the six sub-areas were in attendance. A show of hands also
revealed that it was generally agreed by those present that
the program be endorsed and should be proceeded with.

Alderman Sullivan said he would like to have as
many people involved as possible and requested that those present
speak with the neighbours in an effort to get them involved.

: Mrs. Renata Kartsaklis, Coordinator of the
Neighbourhood Improvement Program, advised that staff hoped to
start the process very shortly saying that within four weeks, it
is hoped to have a meeting set up in each of the sub-areas.

She said that meetings will be held at Bloomfield school and
advised that staff will attempt to determine the most convenient
meeting date for the area.
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