














SPECIAL COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
17 APRIL 1991 

of photographs, etc.) by staff of the Public Archives before 
the buildings are torn down. 

Concurring with the previous speaker, Mr. Beed 
indicated that, in his view, the proposed building did not 
sufficiently reflect the uniqueness of the surrounding 
neighborhood and suggested that steps be taken to improve its 
design. 

Mr. W. M. Fares, the engineer for the project, 
responded to a point raised by Mr. Beed by noting that all 
units in the proposed building will be accessible by seniors 
and the handicapped. 

Following a brief discussion, it was moved by  
Alderman Downev. seconded by Alderman Fitzgerald that the 
matter be forwarded without recommendation to the next regular 
meeting of Halifax City Council. 

The motion was put and passed. 

DEPUTY MAYOR MARIE O'MALLEY 
AND 

ALDERMAN NICHOLAS MEAGHER 
CHAIRMEN 

HEADLINES 
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SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MINUTES  

Council Chamber 
Halifax City Hall 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
22 April 1991 
5:15 P. M. 

A special meeting of Halifax City Council was held on 
this date for the purpose of setting the 1991/91 tax rate and 
budget. 

The meeting was called to order with members of 
Council, led by His Worship Mayor Wallace, joining in the 
recitation of the Lord's Prayer. 

PRESENT: His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace, Chairman; 
Deputy Mayor Marie O'Malley; and Aldermen Holland, Fitzgerald, 
Downey, Meagher, Pottle, Grant, Hanson, Jeffrey, Ducharme, 
Flynn, and Stone. 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager; M. MacDonell, Acting 
City Clerk; and other members of City staff. 

Setting of the 1991/92 Tax Rate & Budget 

This matter was discussed at the Special Committee of 
the Whole Council meeting held earlier this date. 

MOVED by Alderman Holland. soconled by Alderman Flynn  
that City Council ratify the decisions of the Committee of the 
Whole Council (held prior on this date) with respect to the 
1991/92 15 Month Operating Budget, as per the submitted summary 
of Revenue and Expenditures for 1991/92. 

Motion passed.  

t2yED by Alderman FitzvaLald seconded by A' des-a2
stone that  the Operating budget for the 15 month period from 

January 1, 1991 to March 31, 1992 be fixed at 5303,177,219. 

Motion passed.  

MI• vo 
Duchaue that the gross expenditures for the Halifax Distrs=t 
School Board for the 15 month period January 1, 1991 4c Mar-h 
31, 1992 be set at $99,185,430. Further, that the reser•je for 

teachers' pre-retirement payments te he:d by the City of 
Halifax on behalf of the Halifax District School Board. Fuh-3s 
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budgeted for the Teachers pre-retirement payments in the 15 
month period 1991/92 in the amount of $1,140,000 be placed in 
the reserve and only be used in accordance with negotiated 
retirement allowances. 

Motion passed.  

MOVED by Alderman Grant. secqnded by Alderman Holland  
that the Halifax District School Board submit to Halifax City 
Council an approved Operating Budget, reflecting the approved 
level of funding by the City, including a list of capital 
equipment and minor repairs. Further, that the Halifax 
District School Board submit a monthly revenue and expenditure 
report to Halifax City Council detailing projected surplus or 
deficit of the 15 month period. Further, that they not 
overspend the Capital Equipment and minor repairs budget unless 
previously approved by Council. 

Motion Passed with Deputy Mayor O'Malley, and 
Aldermen Meagher, Jeffrey, and Pottie against. 

moym by Alderman Meer. seconded by Alderman 
7effjey that the interest rate on all reserves be fixed at 5% 
for the 15 month period beginning January 1, 1991. 

Motion passed.  

  

~• w. 

     

we P • 11-• 

  

••••• • 

 

.• u•• 

 

       

        

Hanson that City Council ratify the motion of the Committee of 
the Whole Council (held earlier on this date) with respect to 
the content and amount of the 1991/92 Capital Budget as per the 
submitted summary with a gross of $12,243,000 and a net of 
$6,890,000. 

Motion passed.  

MOVED by Alderman _Pattie, aeconded by Alderman Stnne 
that City Council approve an increase in interest charged on 
past due taxes to 24 percent on all taxes outstanding effective 
September 1, 1991 and that the increase be publicized in the 
local press by advertisement. 

Motion passed with Deputy Mayor O'Malley, and 
Aldermen Pottie, Meagher, and Jeffrey against. 
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MOVED by Alderman Grant, seconded by Alderman Flynn  
that, $1,159,000.00 be appropriated for the Cumulative Net 
Operating Deficit from the 1990 Operating Budget. 

Motion passed.  

MOVED by Alderman Hanson.aeconded by Alderman Stone 
that Halifax City Council appropriate $298,000 from Sinking 
Fund Surplus to be applied to the 1991/92 15 month Operating 
Budget. 

Motion passed.  

MOVED by Alderman Jeffrey. seconded by Aldermaq 
Fitzgerald that the provisions of Section 41(2) to (9) 
inclusive, of the Assessment Act, shall not apply to the City 
of Halifax, with the result that there shall be no residential 
occupancy tax in the City of Halifax for the 15 month taxation 
year beginning January 1, 1991. 

Motion Passed.  

WO • 	 • 0° HA$ 

      

 

~ • 	II 

 

• $••• • 

 

J. 	. • 	ti • I 

      

Flynn that the tax rate for the 15 month period beginning 
January 1, 1991 be set at $4.4769 per hundred dollars of 
assessment. This rate shall be applied to: 

(a) The full assessed value of property of a business 
character and nature; and 

37.946% 
of a residential character and nature; and 

(b) Occupancy taxes as follows: 

1) The tax rate applied to 50% of the assessed value 
of the property of a business character or nature 
as determined by the Assessor under Section 7(1) 
of the Assessment Act. 

2) 25% of the assessed value of the properties as 
set out in Section 7(2)(a) of,the Assessment Act, 
as determined by the Assessor. 

3) 75% of the assessed value of the properties as 
set out in Section 7(2)(b) of the Assessment Act, 
as determined by the Assessor. 

Motion passed with Deputy Mayor O'Malley, and 
Aldermen Meagher and Pottie against. 
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MOVED by Alderman Flynn. seconded by Alderman Stone 
that the Fire Protection Rate be set at $0.057 per hundred 
dollars of assessment for the 15 month period beginning January 
1, 1991. 

12 Month 
Tax Rate 

ADOPTED RATES: 	1990 

15 Month 
Tax Rate 
1991192 

(12 Months 
plus 1/4) 
Increase 

12 Month 
EFFECTIVE 
%INCREASE 

IDECREASE) 

Residential $1.3390 $1.7558 31/1% 4.90% 
Business Occupancy $3.4116 $4.4769 31.2% 4.98% 
Commercial Property $3.4576 $4.5339 31.1% 4.90% 
Fire Protection $0.0460 $0.0570 0.0% -0.87% 
Split $0.3790 $0.37946 0.0% -19.90% 
Ratio Comm/Res $2.5822 $2.5822 0.0% -20.00% 

Motion Passed.  

Alderman Jeffrey questioned what the difference was 
between the residential rate and the commercial rates in 
comparison to the City of Dartmouth and requested a written 
report in this regard by Thursday. 

5:25 p.m. the meeting adjourned. 

HIS WORSHIP MAYOR WALLACE 
CHAIRMAN 

/MM D 

liEMILILIES 

Setting of the 1991/92 Tax Rate & Budget 	 268 



CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

Council Chamber 
Halifax City Hall 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
25 April 1991 
8:00 P. M. 

this date. A regular meeting of Halifax City Council was held on 

His Worship Mayor Wallace called the meeting to order 
with members of Council, led by Alderman Pottie, joining in the 
recitation of the Lord's Prayer. 

PRESENT: His Worship Mayor Ron Wallace, Chairman; 
Deputy Mayor Marie O'Malley; and Aldermen Holland, Fitzgerald, 
Downey, Pottie, Hanson, Jeffrey, Ducharme, Flynn, and Stone. 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager; City Solicitor; City 
Clerk; and other members of City staff. 

MINUTES 
• 

Referring to page 248 of the April 11th City Council 
minutes, Deputy Mayor Ducharme noted that, with respect to the 
item "Billboards", the line "Deputy Mayor Ducharme declared a 
conflict of interest..." should be changed to "Deputy Mayor 
O'Malley declared a conflict of interest..." 

Alderman Hanson also noted that on page 253 of the 
April 11th Council minutes with respect to his question "Clean-
up along St. Margaret's Bay Road", the words "Crescent Street" 
should be changed to read "Crescent Avenue". 

The minutes of the Special meeting of City Council 
held on 3 April 1991, and of the last regular meeting of 
Halifax City Council, held on Thursday, 11 April 1991, as 
amended, were  approved on a motion by Alderman ffolland,  
seconded by Alderman Downey. 

APPROVAL OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS, 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS  

At the request of the City Clerk, Council agreed to 
• 

add: 
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20.1 Meeting with Minister Re: Race Track -
Industrial Park (Alderman Jeffrey) 

20.2 Acquisition of Civic *6451 Chebucto Road 

20.3 Non-Union Salary Increases for 1991/92 

At the request of Alderman Holland, Council agreed to 
add: 

20.4 Air Canada 

Alderman Jeffrey asked that item 20.1 be dealt with 
following item 5.2, to which Council agreed.  

The agenda, as amended, was approved on a motion Ipt 
Alderman _Flynn seconded by Alderman Ducharme. 

DEFERRED ITEMS 

Case No. 6258: Amendment to Development Agreement 
Melville Ridge  

A public hearing on this matter was held on 17 April 
1991. 

Alderman Hanson addressed the matter and advised that 
during the public hearing there were many questions raised 
which are presently being addressed by staff. He added that 
discussions are on-going in relation to the matter and that 
information was still forthcoming. It was, therefore, MOVED by 
Alderman  Hanson. seconded by Alderman Fitzgerald that this 
matter be deferred to the next meeting of City Council to be 
held on 16 May 1991 or, if all discussions have been completed, 
that the matter be dealt with at the Special Council meeting to 
be held on 8 May 1991. 

Alderman Ducharme questioned whether or not she could 
vote on the matter owing to the fact that the architect had 
spoken for the second time after she had retired from the 
meeting, although she was otherwise present for most of the 

hearing on this matter. 

The City Solicitor advised that Alderman Ducharme 
could vote on the deferral, but that she would not be able to 
vote on the ultimate issue when it comes up for decision. 

The motion of deferral was put and passed.  
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Case 6266: Development Agreement - 2502-18 Gottingen Street 
and 2535 Creighton Street  

) 

	

1991. 
	A public hearing on this matter was held on 17 April 

Alderman Downey tabled a letter dated 25 April 1991 
from Mr. Blair Beed, 5510 Spring Garden Road, and asked, as 
requested in the letter, that staff look into the possibility 
of taking photographs of the building in question before it is 
demolished. 

8:15 p.m. Alderman Grant entered the meeting. 

MOVED by Alderman Downey. seconded by Alderman  
Fitzgerald that pursuant to Section 83(c) of the peninsula 
portion of the land use bylaw, City Council approve the 
entering into of a development agreement to permit construction 
of a 35 unit apartment building at 2502-18 Gottingen Street 
together with the existing structure at 2535 Creighton Street, 
provided that the development be substantially in keeping with 
Plan No. 18201-05 inclusive of Case No. 6266. 

The City Clerk advised that Deputy Mayor O'Malley and 
Aldermen Grant, Jeffrey, Ducharme, and His Worship were not in 
attendance at the public hearing on this item and therefore 
should refrain from the vote. 

Motion passed with Deputy Mayor O'Malley and Aldermen 
Grant, Jeffrey, and Ducharme abstaining. 

Meeting with Minister Re: Race Track 
Industrial Park (Alderman Jeffrey)  

This item was added during the setting of the agenda. 

Alderman Jeffrey addressed the matter and commented 
that a motion was passed on 6 May 1991 that a meeting be 
arranged with the Honourable Tom McInnis pertaining to the 
proposed race track in the City of Halifax. The Alderman added 
that it was his understanding that this meeting has been 
arranged and questioned who would be attending. 

The Chairman advised that a meeting has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 7th, at 2:30 p.m. and that the 
following persons would be in attendance: Doug Corkum, 
Executive Director of the Halifax Industrial Commission; David 
Hyndman, Chairman of the Halifax Industrial Commission (or his 
representative), a representative from City Council, and Peter 

Cattonie. 
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Alderman Jeffrey commented that he will be out of 
town at this time and suggested that Alderman Grant, or another 
member of Council who sits on the Industrial Commission, might 
attend. 

Alderman Grant expressed an interest in attending 
this meeting and advised that he would confirm with the Mayor's 
Office whether or not he is able to attend. 

Alderman Jeffrey emphasized the importance of this 
racetrack to the City of Halifax commenting that it will create 
approximately 250 to 300 new jobs, will be an excellent anchor 
tenant for the Industrial Park, will increase the City's tax 
base, and will increase tourism in the City. 

MOVED by Alderman Jeffrey, seconded by Alderman Grant  
that City Council unanimously support this venture for a 
racetrack in the City of Halifax. 

After a short discussion, the motion was put and  
passed unanimously.  

MITIONS AND DRLECIATIONR 

Petition Alderman Hanson Re: Proposed Treatment Plant 
at the Purcell's Cove Backlands  

Alderman Hanson tabled a petition on behalf of the 
Purcell's Cove Concerned Citizens containing over 1500 names in 
objection to the proposed treatment plant at the Purcell's Cove 
Backlands. 

Petition Alderman Fitzgerald Re: Incinerating Garbage 

Alderman Fitzgerald tabled a petition containing 
approximately 117 signatures of children and adults against 
incineration and in support of a well run, efficient recycling 
program, and composting scheme. 

) 

REPORT - FINANCE AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Council considered the report of the Finance and 
Executive Committee from its meeting held on Wednesday, 25 
April 1991, as follows: 
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411 	Alternate Sources of Revenue 
MOVED by Alderman Grant. seconded by Alderman Hanson 

that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee, 
the report of the Alternate Sources of Revenue Committee, dated 
1 March 1991, be forwarded to staff for comment and report, 
with the deletion of the item "User Fees (Adult Leagues) - Use 
of Recreation Playing fields." 

Motion passed.  

Voting Delegates - Regional Meeting: Union 
of Nova Scotia Municipalities  

An invitation from Mayor John Savage, City of 
Dartmouth, with respect to the UNSM Regional Meeting to be held 
on May 22nd in Dartmouth was submitted. 

MOVED by Alderman Ducharme. seconded by Alderman 
stone that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 
Committee, the following members of Council act as voting 
delegates at the Regional Meeting of the UNSM to be held in 
June: • Delegates: Alderman Bill Stone 

Alderman Ron Hanson 
Deputy Mayor Marie O'Malley 
Alderman Graham Downey 
Alderman Walter Fitzgerald 

Alternates: Alderman Pat Pottie 
Alderman Moira Ducharme 

Alderman Ducharme asked that the City Clerk place on 

the agenda for the May 8th Committee of the Whole Council 
meeting "Resolutions for the UNSM Conference." 

Motion passed.  

File #911293 - Stationery Systems Contracting: 
City of Halifax and Halifax School Roar's) (Two Year Period)  

MOVED by Alderman Grant. seconded by Alderman Stone  
that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee, 
authority be granted to award the stationery requirements for 
the City of Halifax and the Halifax District School Board to 
the lowest bidder, N.S. Stationers, for a yearly cost combined 
of $42,078.51. • 

 

Motion passed.  
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Point Pleasant Park Commission 

Deputy Mayor O'Malley noted that she had raised this 
item at the last Committee of the Whole Council meeting because 
of the fact that there has been a considerable amount of 
negative criticism in the press concerning the Point Pleasant 
Park Commission. 

The Deputy Mayor commented that the Point Pleasant 
Park Commission has a very definite role in the management of 
the Park which involves its day to day operations. She added 
that the Advisory Committee to the Park Commission also has a 
role which is one of structure rather than management. Deputy 
Mayor O'Malley expressed the view that both the Advisory 
Committee and the Commission ought to be able to fulfil their 
individual roles. 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor O'Malley, seconded by Alderman  
Flynn that City Council put forward a vote of confidence to the 
Point Pleasant Park Commission. 

A short discussion ensued and Deputy Mayor O'Malley 
requested that, if this motion is approved, it be forwarded to 
the Chairperson of the Point Pleasant Park Commission. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

Upgrade of License Agreements for Networking Software 

A staff report dated 23 April 1991 was submitted. 

MOVED by Alderman Ronan& seconded by Alderman  
Fitzgerald that City Council approve the acquisition of the 
necessary licenses for network software (the cost of this 
upgrade at approximately $66,889 or $15.92 per month per user) 
with funds to be made available in the Equipment Reserve 

Account. 

Motion passed.  

REPORT — COMMITTEE ON WORKS 

City Council considered the report of the Committee 
on Works from its meeting held on 17 April 1991 as follows: 

Seasonal Workers, Local 108  

This matter was forwarded to Council without 
recommendation pending receipt of a staff report. 
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• 

• 

Alderman Downey addressed the matter and expressed 
his appreciation to staff for receipt of the information 
report. The Alderman asked that this report be provided to Mr. 
Joe Rose, representing the Halifax Civic Workers Union, Local 
108, and if there were still concerns, a request could be made 
to have the matter addressed at the next Committee of the Whole 
Council meeting. Alderman Downey indicated that it was his 
hope that these seasonal workers could be employed as long as 
possible and indicated that the submitted report could be 
tabled. 

Lacewood Drive Improvements 

This matter was forwarded to Council without 
recommendation pending receipt of information from staff. 

Alderman Stone addressed the matter and commented 
that a previous report indicated that part of the improvements 
on Lacewood Drive between Dunbrack and Willett Streets required 
a median. He added that representatives from Bolands, 
McDonald's, and other store owners that are connected with the 
Clayton Park Shopping Centre have a serious problem with this 
median because it would limit the left hand turn in the 
shopping centre off Dunbrack Street. He added that this would 
cause a very detrimental effect on their businesses at this 
time. Alderman Stone suggested that the traffic conditions do 
not warrant the installation of this median. 

MOVED by Alderman Stone, seconded by Alderman Pottie  
that the median from Dunbrack Street to the left hand turn into 
the Clayton Park Shopping Centre be removed from the traffic 
improvements at this time. 

Alderman Stone indicated that the remaining part of 
this median could be built if staff are of the opinion that it 
is necessary. 

The City Manager advised that the Works Committee had 
instructed that a staff report come back to Council. He noted 
that a report has been completed, but involves a video display 
and suggested it would, therefore, be more appropriate to 
present it at the next Committee of the Whole Council meeting 

to be held on Wednesday, 8 May 1991. 

A discussion followed with Alderman Fitzgerald 
indicating that he found it very difficult to proceed before 
hearing staff's presentation and recommendation. It was, 
therefore, MOVED by Alderman Fitzgerald, seconded by Alderman  
Ducharme that this matter be deferred to the next Committee of 
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the Whole Council meeting to be held on Wednesday, 8 May 1991, 
pending a presentation from staff. 

Alderman Ducharme indicated that the item could 
possibly be dealt with at the Special Council meeting on the 
evening of May 8th and Alderman Stone expressed agreement with 
the defferal motion. 

The motion of deferral was put and passed.  

Award _gf Tender #91-03: Sidewalk Renewalg 

MOVED by Alderman Downey. seconded by A14rman  
Ducharme that, as recommended by the Committee on Works, Tender 
#91-03 (Sidewalk Renewals: Gottingen, Barrington, Prince, 
Robie, South, and Spring Garden Road) be awarded to Armdale 
Construction Limited for a total bid price of $220,114.80 and a 
total project cost of $265,000.00 (funding to be authorized 
from Account Numbers 92640, 92648, 92653, 92654, 92655, 92656, 
and 92657). 

Motion passed.  • 
Award of Tender 891-04: Sidewalk Renewals 

MOVED by DePutY MaYor O'Malley, seconded by Alderman  
Meagher that,  as recommended by the Committee on Works, Tender 
#91-04 (Sidewalk Renewals: Davison Street, Gottingen Street, 
Merkel Place and Windsor Street) be awarded to Duron Atlantic 
for a total bid price of $81,235.85 and a total project cost of 
$98,000.00 (funds to be authorized from Account Numbers 92644, 
92647, 92651 and 92661). 

Motion Passed.  

Quotation #52267: Lawn and Garden Equipment  

MOVED by Alderman Fitznerald, seconded by Alderman 
Pottie that, as recommended by the Committee on Works, 
authority be granted to award Quotation #52267 to Eastern Turf 
Products Ltd. (Halifax Seed Company Inc.) at a cost of 
$32,667.00 (funds to be made available from Account Number 
26104.1804, titled "Central Replacement of Motor Equipment"). 

411 	
Motion passed.  
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• REPORT - COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, 
BOARDS AND COMISSIONS 

AMendment to Ordinance 105, the Establishment of 
Co.- ttees Of Council (Recreation Committee) - SECOND REUING 

This matter had been given FIRST READING during a regular 
meeting of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 31 January 1991, 
and had subsequently been considered at a regular meeting of the 
Finance and Executive Committee held on Wednesday, 17 April. 

Following a brief discussion and questioning of the City 
Manager, it was moved by Alderman Stone. seconded by Alderman 
geffrev that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive 
Committee, the following amendments to Ordinance 105 (as contained 
in Appendix "A" of the 25 March report from the City Solicitor) be 
given SECOND READING by Halifax City Council: 

(1) Clause (a) of subsection (1) of Section 16 of 
said Ordinance 105 is amended by adding 
immediately following the word "policies" in 
the second line thereof a comma and the words 
and punctuation "subject to the approval of 
Council"; 

(2) Subsection (11) of said Section 16 is 
repealed; 

(3) Subclause (ii) of clause (a) of subsection 
(14) of said Section 16 is repealed; 

(4) Clause (d) of subsection (14) of said Section 
16 is repealed. 

In putting forward this motion, Alderman Stone emphasized 
that the proposed amendments are those which the City Manager had 
previously discussed with the Recreation Committee and which had 
been subsequently agreed upon, but which do not include any 
reference to the matter of aldermanic representation on that 
Committee. 

Alderman Fitzgerald spoke in opposition to the motion, 
emphasizing that, in his opinion, the ambiguity which presently 
exists and which will continue to exist concerning the 
relationship between the City Manager and the Director of 
Recreation will only serve to create an automatic rift between the 
Manager and any new individual who is employed in the Director's 
capacity. 

Concurring with Alderman Fitzgerald's remarks, Alderman 
Flynn pointed out that, in his view, "clear operational control" 
must be established so that the Recreation Department and its 
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Director can be placed on an equal footing with other City 
departments. The Alderman noted that while this would necessitate 
reconstituting the Recreation Committee as an advisory body, the 
change was not meant as a "slap in the face" to Committee members, 
but merely as an attempt to establish what he termed a "proper 
management structure." 

Alderman Downey spoke in support of Alderman Stone's 
motion, suggesting that, in his opinion, the status quo with 
regard to the City Manager, the Director of Recreation and the 
Recreation Committee should be maintained until a new Director is 
appointed. In this context, the Alderman pointed out that an 
individual with the kinds of skills and experience described in 
the City's advertisement should be capable of helping to effect a 
solution to the problems presently under consideration by Council. 

Alderman Ducharme advised that she would not be supporting 
the motion currently on the floor, having spoken with many of the 
present and former citizen members of the Recreation Committee who 
had voiced no opposition to the concept of restructing the 
Committee on an "advisory" level. Concurring with remarks made 
earlier by Aldermen Fitzgerald and Flynn, Alderman Ducharme went 
on to refer to the conflicts which are created when a Director 
finds himself taking direction from both his City Manager and from 
a Committee. In this context, she made reference to the Tourism 
Halifax Committee, whose current mandate, in some respects, is 
similar to that of the Recreation Committee. Alderman Ducharme 
indicated that, in view of the difficulties presently being 
experienced by the Recreation Committee, the Tourism group had 
resolved to take immediate steps to restructure itself as an 
advisory body. 

Deputy Mayor O'Malley made reference to the advertisement 
for a new Director of Recreation, and expressed concern that the 
salary range included therein was somewhat lower than that of 
other City Directors. The Deputy Mayor therefore requested that 
the City Manager submit a report outlining the present salaries of 
all Directors. 

Alluding to the remarks made previously concerning the 
relationship between the Recreation Committee and the Director of 
Recreation, Deputy Mayor O'Malley made reference to a similar 
relationship which apparently exists between the Chief of Police 
and the Halifax Board of Police Commissioners. In this context, 
the Deputy Mayor asked for further information concerning the 
composition of the Police Commission and its authority vis a vis 
the Chief of Police as compared to the relationship between the 
City Manager and the Chief. 

Alderman Jeffrey made reference to remarks made earlier by 
both the City Manager and Alderman Ducharme who had suggested that 
many members of the Recreation Committee do not object to the 
recommendation that the Committee be restructured as an advisory 
body. The Alderman emphasized that this had not been his 
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Director can be placed on an equal footing with other City 
departments. The Alderman noted that while this would necessitate 
reconstituting the Recreation Committee as an advisory body, the 
change was not meant as a "slap in the face" to Committee members, 
but merely as an attempt to establish what he termed a "proper 
management structure." 

Alderman Downey spoke in support of Alderman Stone's 
motion, suggesting that, in his opinion, the status quo with 
regard to the City Manager, the Director of Recreation and the 
Recreation Committee should be maintained until a new Director is 
appointed. In this context, the Alderman pointed out that an 
individual with the kinds of skills and experience described in 
the City's advertisement should be capable of helping to effect a 
solution to the problems presently under consideration by Council. 

Alderman Ducharme advised that she would not be supporting 
the motion currently on the floor, having spoken with many of the 
present and former citizen members of the Recreation Committee who 
had voiced no opposition to the concept of restructing the 
Committee on an "advisory" level. Concurring with remarks made 
earlier by Aldermen Fitzgerald and Flynn, Alderman Ducharme went 
on to refer to the conflicts which are created when a Director 
finds himself taking direction from both his City Manager and from 
a Committee. In this context, she made reference to the Tourism 
Halifax Committee, whose current mandate, in some respects, is 
similar to that of the Recreation Committee. Alderman Ducharme 
indicated that, in view of the difficulties presently being 
experienced by the Recreation Committee, the Tourism group had 
resolved to take immediate steps to restructure itself as an 
advisory body. 

Deputy Mayor O'Malley made reference to the advertisement 
for a new Director of Recreation, and expressed concern that the 
salary range included therein was somewhat lower than that of 
other City Directors. The Deputy Mayor therefore requested that 
the City Manager submit a report outlining the present salaries of 
all Directors. 

Alluding to the remarks made previously concerning the 
relationship between the Recreation Committee and the Director of 
Recreation, Deputy Mayor O'Malley made reference to a similar 
relationship which apparently exists between the Chief of Police 
and the Halifax Board of Police Commissioners. In this context, 
the Deputy Mayor asked for further information concerning the 
composition of the Police Commission and its authority vis a vis 
the Chief of Police as compared to the relationship between the 
City Manager and the Chief. 

Alderman Jeffrey made reference to remarks made earlier by 
both the City Manager and Alderman Ducharme who had suggested that 
many members of the Recreation Committee do not object to the 
recommendation that the Committee be restructured as an advisory 
body. The Alderman emphasized that this had not been his 
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impression and suggested that many of these individuals do not 
clearly understand what the impact on the Committee will be under 
an advisory structure. 

It was therefore moved by Alderman Jeffrey. seconded by  
Alderman Grant that SECOND READING of the proposed amendments to 
Ordinance 105 be deferred to the regular meeting of Halifax City 
Council scheduled for Thursday, 30 May 1991, and that arrangements 
be made to have the Recreation Committee appear before Council to 
explain the "advisory" role of committees. 

Alderman Jeffrey emphasized that the purpose of his motion 
was to provide an opportunity for the City Manager and members of 
the Recreation Committee to further discuss the implications of 
"advisory" committee status. 

The motion to defer was put and passed. 

REPORT - CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Council considered the report of the City Planning 
Committee from its last regular meeting held on Wednesday, 17 
April as follows: 

Case No. 6286: Discharge of Agreement -
2594 Agricola Street  

MOVED by Alderman Meagher. seconded by Alderman Downev 
that, as recommended by the City Planning Committee, City Council 
discharge the development agreement dated 12 October 1982 between 
William Trifos and the City of Halifax, and the amending agreement 
dated 10 September 1985 between William Trifos and Katherine 
Trifos and the City of Halifax, filed at the Registry of Deeds in 
Books 3620 and 4057 and Pages 177 and 717 respectively. 

ThQ motion was put and passed. 

10:35 p.m. - Alderman Jeffrey retires from the meeting. 

NOTIONS 

Motion Deputy Mayor O'Malley Re: Amendment to Ordinance 180, 
the Streets Ordinance - FIRST READING  

Notice of Motion with regard to the above-noted amendment 
had been given by Deputy Mayor O'Malley during a regular meeting 
of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 11 April 1991. 

MOVED by Deputy Mayor O'Malley, seconded by Alderman Grant 
that Council give FIRST READING to the following amendment 
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proposed for Ordinance 180, the Streets Ordinance, and further, 
that the matter be forwarded to the next regular meeting of 
Committee of the Whole Council (scheduled for Wednesday, 8 May 
1991) for consideration and report: 

Schedule "C" of the said Ordinance 180 is amended 
by adding to the end thereof the following: 

7. Lower Water Street - West side - 55 feet north 
of the intersection of George Street (this site 
is conditional on the counter for the service 
of the public being located on the left hand 
side of the mobile canteen). 

The motion was put and passed. 

QUESTIONS 

Question Alderman Grant Re: Recycling Collection 
Depots - Shopping Malls  

Alderman Grant made reference to an Information 
Report, dated 23 April 1991, which had been submitted in 
response to a question raised during the 22 April special 
meeting of City Council. 

In his remarks, the Alderman suggested that, because 
shopping centers represent a very convenient dropping-off point 
for recyclable materials, staff be asked to look at developing 
special provisions to allow malls to establish depots for this 
purpose (providing, of course, that they meet all City building 
and environmental requirements). 

Question Alderman Grant Re: Advisory Committee -
Rockingstone. Kidston Lake. McIntosh and Fleming Parks  

Alderman Grant pointed out that the area covered by 
the Rockingstone, Kidston Lake, McIntosh and Fleming parks 
includes a geological phenomena in the form of the 
Rockingstone, noting that, to date, there have been no specific 
plans for development of a recreational nature. 

On that basis, the Alderman suggested that staff 
submit a report concerning the feasibility of establishing an 
advisory committee consisting of members of the community and 
technical experts who might assist Council/staff in the overall 
development of this parkland. 
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Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: Proposed 
Changes to pension Act  

Alderman Fitzgerald noted that proposed changes to the 
Pension Act had previously been submitted to Council and that a 
decision had been deferred, pending a report from the City 
Manager. Speaking on behalf of the City's Retirement 
Committee, the Alderman asked for information as to when this 
report might be anticipated. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: 
Impact of the 0.0.T.  

Alderman Fitzgerald asked for a cost estimate 
pertaining to the impact of the Goods and Services Tax on the 
City of Halifax. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: World Culture Day 

Alderman Fitzgerald noted that 31 May has been 
designated "World Culture Day" and asked for information as to 
whether the City has plans to commemorate the event in any way. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: Ot, Mary's Boat Club 

Alderman Fitzgerald made reference to the renovations 
presently underway at the St. Mary's Boat Club and asked for 
information as to plans for the site's official reopening. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: Announcement 
by the Department of Municipal Affairs  

Alderman Fitzgerald asked for information as to the 
impact, if any, on the City of Halifax as a result of the 
Department of Municipal Affairs' recent announcement that a 
freeze will be imposed on all grants in lieu, unconditional 
operating grants and capital grants. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: Hours 
of Operation - Camp Hill cemetery  

Alderman Fitzgerald noted that he is receiving 
complaints about the rather limited hours (8:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.) during which the Camp Hill Cemetery is open to the 
public, and asked for information as to whether anything could 
be done to extend these hours. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: 
Commercial Assessment Team  

Alderman Fitzgerald made reference to a Commercial 
AssessmenL Team recently established by the Province, and asked 
to be kept apprised of the progress being made or of any 
problems which might arise. 
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Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: 
Blue Baq Recycling Program  

Responding to a question from Alderman Fitzgerald, His 
Worship Mayor Wallace advised that the City's current Blue Bag 
Recycling Program will be extended (on a phased-in basis) to 
include the larger apartment buildings and condominiums during 
1991. His Worship emphasized, however, that these groups must 
indicate that they are prepared to participate in the program 
by registering, by providing appropriate collection 
receptacles, and by cooperating with the company responsible 
for the pick-up of materials. 

Mayor Wallace went on to note that it is hoped that 
the present recycling program can be extended to include tin 
and plastic in 1992 as soon as a continuing market for these 
materials has been identified. 

Question Alderman Fitzgerald Re: 
Public Gardens for Mainland Halifax 

Alderman Fitzgerald noted that some years ago a former 
Chairman of the Point Pleasant Park Commission had suggested 
that a second "Public Gardens" (similar to that on the 
Peninsula) be created in Mainland Halifax, and asked for 
information as to whether this possibility had ever been 
considered by staff. 

Question Alderman Ducharmo Re: 
Task Force on City Traffic  

Alderman Ducharme asked for information as to when the 
report from the City's Task Force on Traffic is expected to be 
submitted to Council. 

Question Alderman Ducharme Re: 
Minutes - Recreation Committee 

Alderman Ducharme noted that in October of last year 
she had requested that copies of Minutes from Recreation 
Committee meetings be forwarded to her on a continuous basis. 
The Alderman advised that these Minutes had been regularly 
received until two meetings ago, and therefore asked that her 
request for these Minutes be extended. 

Question Alderman Ducharme Re: 
Tourism Halifax Board  

Alderman Ducharme made reference to her earlier 
remarks vis a vis the Tourism Halifax Committee's request that 
it be reconstituted as an advisory committee to Council, and 

• • 
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asked that the City Solicitor provide her with the wording for 
the necessary amendment to City Ordinance 105. 

Question Alderman Ducharme Re: Participation in 
Recyclina Progrkm - Apartment Buildings/Condominiums 

Alderman Ducharme noted that it was her understanding 
that Dartmouth City Council had recently discussed the 
feasibility of including apartment buildings and condominiums 
in ongoing recycling programs with the suggestion being made 
that the two cities (i.e., Dartmouth and Halifax) should work 
together on this matter. She therefore recommended that the 
City Manager contact his Dartmouth counterpart in this regard. 

Question Alderman Flynn Re: Curbside 
Pickup of Telerihone Directories  

Alderman Flynn requested information as to who is 
responsible for curbside pickup in residential areas of used 
Maritime Tel and Tel directories. The Alderman commented that 
having two separate trucks picking up the City's blue bags and 
MT&T material at the same time is causing some confusion as 
well as complaints that money is being wasted in this apparent 
duplication of effort. 

Council was advised, however, that MT&T's project is 
being carried out at no cost to the City of Halifax. 

Question Alderman Flynn Re: Committee to 
Review the Budget of the Halifax District School Board 

Responding to a question from Alderman Flynn, the City 
Manager advised that he will be responsible for initiating the 
establishment of the committee charged with reviewing the 
School Board as well as for the coordination of its efforts. 

Question Alderman Stone Re; Grosvenor Perk Playground 

Alderman Stone advised that he has received a number 
of complaints from the residents of the Cambria Park apartments 
(located directly behind the Grosvenor Park Playground) 
concerning the noise that is generated by the park's tennis and 
basketball courts. He therefore asked that signs be posted 
clearly indicating the hours during which these facilities may 
be used so that these hours could be more easily enforced by 
the Halifax Police Department. 

• • 

- 286 - 



• 

• 

• 

CITY COUNCIL 
25 APRIL 1991 

Question Alderman Stone Re: Illegal 
j►part:aont - 8 Skylark Avenue  

Alderman Stone made reference to his previous request 
regarding an illegal apartment located at 8 Skylark Avenue, 
noting that he had subsequently been advised that legal action 
would be taken if that unit were not vacated by 8 April. 
Observing that that deadline has now since passed and the 
apartment is still being used, the Alderman asked for 
information as to what action is being contemplated by the 
City. 

Question Deputy Mayor O'Malley Re: 
Container - Former Dump Site  

Deputy Mayor O'Malley made reference to a recent grass 
fire on the site of the former dump between the Ceres Container 
Terminal and Seaview Park, and advised that there is a 
container in this area, roped off from the others, which is 
purported to be filled with combustible materials or PCB's. 
The Deputy Mayor noted that area residents are extremely 
concerned about this possibility and asked that staff 
investigate the matter as quickly as possible. 

Question Deputy Mayor O'Malley Re: 
stipend - Crossing Guards  

Deputy Mayor O'Malley asked to be provided with 
information from the Halifax Police Department as to whether 
the City's crossing guards will be receiving an increase in 
their stipends and, if so, when that increase may be 
anticipated. 

Question Deputy Mayor O'Malley Re: 
Blue Bag Recycling Program  

Deputy Mayor O'Malley observed that there are a number 
of blue garbage bags throughout the City the contents of which 
have been rejected as being unsuitable and which had originally 
been left lying at curbside. She pointed out, however, that 
with the passage of time, these bags have been blown about so 
that they are no longer in front of the original residences. 
The Deputy Mayor expressed concern that these bags are being 
left to lie about in the gutters, and suggested that the 
Engineering and Works Department be asked to investigate the 
matter. 

Question Alderman Pottie Re: 
Blue Bag Recycling Program  

Referring to comments made earlier by Deputy Mayor 
O'Malley, Alderman Pottie indicated that it had been his 
understanding when the recycling program was first proposed 
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that the City would be using a very distinctive bag for the 
disposal of recyclable materials. Pointing out that this idea 
appears to have been discarded, the Alderman emphasized that 
householders are now using blue garbage bags for both ordinary 
waste and that intended for recycling, and that, as a result, 
there has been considerable confusion relating to garbage 
pickups. 

Responding to Alderman Pottie's comments, the City 
Manager suggested that the problem would persist even if a 
decision had been made to use highly distinctive bags for 
recyclable garbage, emphasizing that, in his opinion, the onus 
is on the householder to clearly indicate the bag in which 
recyclable wastes have been placed. 

Question Alderman Pottie Re: 
Westmount School Yard 

Alderman Pottie made reference to the large number of 
young children who frequently play in the Westmount School 
yard, adding that there had recently been quite a large fire 
set in one of the garbage cans on that site. 

The Alderman noted that Alderman Meagher had 
experienced a similar problem pertaining to the Oxford Street 
School yard, and asked that staff investigate the feasibility 
of posting appropriate signs, etc. 

Question Alderman Pottie Re: 
Coins Removed from City Hall Cornerstone 

On behalf of Alderman Jeffrey, Alderman Pottie made 
reference to a report recently received from Chief Vincent 
MacDonald which indicated that the coins removed some time ago 
from the cornerstone of Halifax City Hall were now in 
safekeeping at the Police Department. The Alderman indicated 
that it had been his understanding that the coins had been 
intended for public display and asked for information as to 
when a display would be mounted. 

His Worship Mayor Wallace advised that plans had been 
made to display the coins in the Exhibit Room at Halifax City 
Hall, adding that, now that the Conference 1999 organizers had 
vacated the premises, staff would be making arrangements to 
have the coins secured in this location. 

Question Alderman Hanson Re: 
Blue Hag Recycling Program  

Concurring with remarks made earlier by Deputy Mayor 
O'Malley and by Alderman Pottie, Alderman Hanson advised that 
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he had observed a considerable number of blue bags lying on the 
ground on a recent Saturday morning. He therefore strongly 
recommended that the City attempt to better educate the public 
as to what is required from them in the recycling program and 
suggested that this might be done with the cooperation of the 
local media. 

Question Alderman Hanson Re: Subdivision 
Anproval and. Installation of Sideyalks  

Alderman Hanson observed that, as part of most 
subdivision approvals, the developer agrees to pay for and 
install sidewalks, curb and gutters, etc. The Alderman went on 
to note, however, that because these sidewalks are installed 
before houses are constructed, changes subsequently must be 
effected (and paid for) by the homeowner, should he find the 
curb cut is in the wrong location or of an inappropriate size. 

Alderman Hanson therefore recommended that staff of 
the City's Planning and Engineering Departments investigate 
this problem, suggesting that a process might be devised 
whereby the developer could turn over monies to be kept in a 
reserve account by the City until such time as the houses had 
been constructed and the sidewalks and cuts required. The City 
could then undertake to do the work and, in the Alderman's 
opinion, at considerable savings in terms of maintenance costs. 

Question Alderman Hanson Re: 1991 Tender Calls  

Alderman Hanson, noting that Council has now completed 
its budget review process, urged that tender calls pertaining 
to City contracts be issued as quickly as possible. 

Question Alderman Meagher Re: 
Blue Bag Recycling Program  

Alderman Meagher expressed concern regarding the large 
number of "blue bags" that had been left lying about the City 
and urged that staff be directed to have them picked up while 
the public is being further educated in their proper use. 

While indicating that the matter would be brought to 
the attention of Mr. Jim Bauld of the City's Engineering and 
Works Department, His Worship noted that the blue bags in 
question would be marked with a sticker indicating to the 
householder that the garbage contained therein was not 
recyclable. 

The City Manager added that, if it is found that 
homeowners are continuing to use these bags inappropriately, 
they will be ticketed and fined. Responding to Mr. Murphy's 
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comments, Alderman Meagher strongly urged that the City enhance 
its public education program and advertising campaign in this 
respect. 

Question Alderman Meagher Re: 
Basketball Court - Oxford Street School  

Alderman Meagher brought to staff's attention the fact 
that the hoops on the basketball court at the Oxford Street 
School need to be replaced. 

Question Alderman Meagher Re: 
Improvements - Central Commons 

Alderman Meagher noted that requests for various 
improvements at the Central Commons had been made to the 
Recreation Department during the recent budget review process, 
and asked for information as to when this work is expected to 
commence. 

Question Alderman Downey Re: 
Construction - Spring Garden Road 

Alderman Downey made reference to the work presently 
underway by Maritime Tel & Tel on Spring Garden Road between 
Brunswick and Barrington Streets, emphasizing that he had 
received a number of complaints from area business owners. In 
this context, the Alderman asked for information as to whether, 
in instances such as these, MT&t must seek permission from the 
City to proceed with such projects, or whether, in fact, the 
work can be commenced as of right. 

Question Alderman Downey Re: Former Esso Station 
- Corner of Spring Garden Road and Dresden Row  

Alderman Downey made reference to a previous question 
he had raised on 11 April regarding the former Esso station, 
and thanked Fire Chief Thomas M. Power for his prompt response. 

Question Alderman Flynn Re: 
Funding - Recycling Depot  

Alderman Flynn noted that at a recent meeting the 
Metropolitan Authority had approved a grant to the Town of 
Bedford with regard to its recycling depot. Emphasizing that a 
precedent has now been established, the Alderman strongly 
recommended that the City of Halifax make application to the 
Authority for financial assistance for its own recycling depot, 
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and asked that the City Manager be requested to look into the 
matter. 

ADDED ITEMS 

Meeting with Minister Re: Race Track IND 

Industrial Park (Alderman Jeffrey)  

This matter had been dealt with earlier in the 
meeting's agenda. 

ACgUiaition of Civic No. 6451 Chebucto Road 

This matter had last been discussed at a regular 
meeting of the Finance and Executive Committee held on 20 March 
1991, at which time staff were directed to determine the status 
of the conditional Agreement of Purchase and Sale and the 
wishes of the owner with respect to the property. 

A staff report, dated 22 April 1991, was submitted. 

Alderman Meagher indicated that he would appreciate 
receiving information from staff as to the present condition of 
the house in question. In addition, the Alderman expressed 
concern regarding the condition of the two other residences 
immediately adjacent to 6451 Chebucto Road (particularly in 
terms of their yards facing Seaforth Street), and suggested 
that staff should contact their owner(s) to have the properties 
cleared of debris. 

It was therefore moved by Alderman Meagher. seconded 
).1,  Alderman Fitzgerald that the matter be deferred to the next 
regular meeting of Committee of the Whole Council scheduled for 
Wednesday, 8 May 1991. 

• • 

The motion to defer was put and passed. 

Non-Union Salary Increases - 1991/92 

A report, dated 11 April 1991, was submitted from Mr. 
D. F. Murphy, Q.C., City Manager. 

MOVED by Alderman Ducharme. seconded by Alderman Flynn 
that non-union employees whose salaries are under $40,000 
receive an increase of 3 1/2 percent from 1 January 1991 to 
June 30 1991 and 2 percent from 1 July 1991 to 31 March 1992; 
and, for employees over $40,000, a 3 1/2 percent increase from 
1 January 1991 to 30 June 1991 and 1 1/2 percent from 1 July 
1991 to 31 March 1992. 
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	The motion was put and passed. 

Air Canada (Alderman Holland)  

This matter had been added to the agenda at the 
request of Alderman Holland who made reference to media reports 
that Air Canada is in the process of downsizing its overall 
operation. The Alderman emphasized that he is very much 
concerned about the impact this process will have in terms of 
lost jobs, the area's tourism industry, the Port of Halifax, 
etc., and, on that basis, requested that His Worship Mayor 
Wallace or the City Manager attempt to obtain information from 
Air Canada management with regard to their operation in 
downtown Halifax. 

There being no further business to be discussed, the 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:55 p.m. 
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