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Committee of the Whole Council scheduled for Wednesday, 18
January 1995.

In making a motion of deferral, Alderman Walker asked
for further information from staff as to the feasibility of
basing future property tax exemptions on income levels only,
adding that he would meet with the City Manager following the
meeting to clarify his concerns.

The motion to defer was put and passed.

Acquisition - Parcels B-6, B-12, B-13
and B-14 (Bedford Highway Upgrading Project)

MOVED by Alderman Stone, seconded by Alderman Walker
that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee:

(1) the Sisters of Charity and the Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation be paid $41,883.66 as
settlement in full for the acquisition of Parcels
B-6, B-12, B-13 and the settlement of the
expropriation of Parcel B-14;

(2) funds be made available from Account No. 91506,
Bedford Highway Widening Project.

The motion was put and passed.

1995 Heritage Incentive Program
MOVED by Alderman Epstein, seconded by Alderman

Walker that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive
Committee, Council approve the revisions, as attached to the
staff report of 22 December 1994, to the approved program which
will reduce the maximum grant amounts for 1995 as follows:

(1) major project grants will be available for 20% of
exterior alteration costs up to a maximum of
$25,000;

(2) minor project grants will be available for 50% of
gxterior alteration costs, up to a maximum of
2,500;
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(3) professional consultant grants will be available
;or 88% of the consultants fee, up to a maximum of
2,500.

The motion w n

Appointment of Auditors

MOVED by Alderman Stone, seconded by Alderman Maher
that, as recommended by the Finance and Executive Committee:

(1) the Director of Finance be authorized to negotiate
with KPMG Peat Marwick Thorne and to establish the
fees for audit services for the year ending March
31, 1995, and report back to Council.

(2) upon successful negotiation by the Director of
Finance, Council ratify the appointment of KPMG
Peat Marwick Thorne as the City's auditors for the
year ending March 31, 1995.

The motion was put and passed.

Extended Retail Hours

MOVED by Alderman Blumenthal, seconded by
Alderman Crowley that, as recommended by the Finance and
Executive Committee, staff be requested to bring forward
a report discussing the feasibility and the process for
the City of Halifax amending its store closing
regulations to bring them in line with the regulations
in place in the other metro municipalities.

The motion w n

People Again inos in Nov i

A private and confidential Information Report,
dated 6 January 1995, was submitted by the Director of
Corporate and Legal Affairs.

MOVED by Alderman in n ;
Alderman Blumenthal that, as recommended by the Finance

and Executive Committee, at the first available
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opportunity a staff report be prepared on the
implications (e.g., financial, planning, social, fire,
police, etc.) of establishing a casino in the City of
Halifax, and on the options available to the City with
regard to the casino proposal.

The City Manager indicated that, during
preliminary discussions on this matter, staff have
identified certain aspects of Alderman Epstein’'s motion
which will require the assistance of outside consultants
in order to provide an accurate response. Under the
circumstances, therefore, Mr. Coopersmith advised that a
staff report would be submitted within the next week or
so outlining those areas and seeking Council's
direction.

Concurring with the City Manager's suggested
approach, Alderman Epstein also suggested that, in order
to expedite Council's deliberations on this matter,
questions concerning the City's legal options might be
addressed in a separate report.

The motion was put and passed.

REPORT - COMMITTEE ON WORKS

Council considered the report of the Committee
on Works from its meeting held on Wednesday, 4 January
1995 as follows:

Public Meetings - Halifax Transportation Plan

MOVED Alderman Walker n
Carmichael that, as recommended by the Committee on
Works, the following dates be established as public
meetings in connection with the Halifax Transportation
Plan as a result of the special meeting of the Committee
of the Whole Council held on 29 November:

1. City Wide Meeting - Saint James Anglican Church Hall,
2688 Dutch Village Road (at the Armdale Rotary): Monday,
23 January 1995, 7:00 p.m.

2 Mainland North - Thomas Raddall Library, Program Room,
255 Lacewood Drive: Tuesday, 24 January 1995, 7:00 p.m.
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3. Peninsula - Council Chamber, City Hall: Monday,
30 January 1995, 7:00 p.m.

4. Mainland South - Captain William Spry Centre,
10 Kidston Road (Community Meeting Room): Wednesday,
1 February 1995 , 7:00 p.m.

The motion was n

REPORT - COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL,
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Amendment to Ordinance 116 (Establish a Class
of Vehicle and Operator Licenses - Accessible
Taxicabs) — SECOND READING

This matter was given First Reading during a regular
meeting of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 15 December
1994, and was further considered during a regular meeting of
Egg?ittee of the Whole Council held on Wednesday, 4 January

MOVED by Alderman Uteck, seconded by Deputy Mayor
Adams that Halifax City Council give Second Reading to the
amendments to Ordinance 116, the Taxi and Limousine Ordinance,
asggched as Schedule "A" to the staff report of 4 November
1 -

The motion n

REPORT - PLANNING COMMITTEE
Council considered the report of the Planning

Committee from its meeting held on Wednesday, 4 January 1995 as
follows:

Report from Heritage Advisory Committee:
lition Controls for Heri il

MOVED by Alderman Walker, seconded by Alderman Eg;ijg
that, as recommended by the Planning Committee, this matter (as

contained in the report from the Heritage Advisory Committee
dated 21 December 1994) be forwarded to staff for a report.

The moti W n
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Halifax Harbour

This matter had last been discussed during a regular
meeting of Halifax City Council held on 15 December 1994.

MOVED Alderman E in lderm
Walker that the following be forwarded to staff for review and
comment:

(1) THAT the City reaffirms its commitment to speedy and
meaningful reduction of pollution of Halifax Harbour;

(2) THAT the City reaffirms its belief that the cost of
Harbour Clean-up should be cost-shared among the
Federal, Provincial, and Municipal Governments;

(3) THAT the City calls for immediate negotiations towards
a renewal of the cost-sharing agreements, so as to adjust
its terms, including extension of date of termination; and
instructs its representative on the Board of Halifax
Harbour Clean-Up Inc. to promote this;

(4) THAT the City calls for a speedy start of Harbour
Clean-up, through source controls and dynamic
separators at selected CSO sites; and that such steps be
taken through HHCI, but if HHCI refuses to adopt such
steps prior to 31 March 1995, the City adopt such steps
and encourage other municipalities to do the same;

(5) THAT the City call for HHCI to convene a Harbour
Consensus Conference as soon as possible to settle upon
essential elements of a responsible Harbour project.

The motion was put and passed.
QUESTIONS

ion Alderman E in - vi

Alderman Epstein asked for a report on the status of
the Enviro Store. He asked that the report address the
question as to whether it would be feasible to refer the matter
of its operations and location to the Stakeholder Committee
established by the Municipality of the County of Halifax to
devise a new solid waste management strategy for the
metropolitan area.
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Question Alderman Blumenthal Re:

Student Transportation Policy

Alderman Blumenthal raised a concern discussed at a
recent meeting of the Transit Advisory Committee regarding the
Student Transportation Policy. He noted that the
Transportation Policy of the Halifax City School Board provides
free transportation for students living beyond a certain
distance from the school. Alderman Blumenthal pointed out that
this distance varies for elementary and high school students.
He added that this policy applies to students in the regular
school system and does not cover the evening continuing
education classes or the summer school program.

Alderman Blumenthal went on to note that, in the case
of students 15 years of age and under, regular Metro Transit
"child" tickets are provided. In the case of students 16 years
of age and over, the City School Board provides a "special™
student pass through an agreement with Metro Transit.

Alderman Blumenthal advised that there is a concern
for students who do not qualify for free transportation and
who, if 16 years of age or older, find purchasing Metro Transit
;adulﬁ" tickets or the Metro Transit "student" pass a financial

ardship.

At a recent meeting of the Halifax Transit Advisory
Committee, Alderman Blumenthal advised that the following
motion was passed:

"That the Halifax Transit Advisory
Committee request City Council to ask the
Halifax District School Board to purchase
additional "special student passes" from
Metro Transit and that the School Board
offer these passes for sale at a cost to
the students who do not qualify for free
transportation.”

Alderman Blumenthal advised that this would result in
a saving of $10.00 per month for these students and would not
increase the transportation costs of the School Board Budget.

Question Alderman Blumenthal Re: Storage of P.C.B.'s
n City P rty n vi rk

Alderman Blumenthal requested a report from staff
addressing the concerns raised in a recent article of Frank
Magazine about the possible safety hazard of the storage of
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P.C.B.'s on City owned land near Seaview Park. He indicated
that he wanted to know whether there were P.C.B.'s stored on
City Property and, if so, were they being stored in accordance
with the provincial requirements and were there proper signs
throughout the area.

Question Alderman Blumenthal Re: G-7 Summit Expenditures

Alderman Blumenthal advised that, at the 10 January
1995, meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Concerns of the
Aging the following motion was approved:

"That the Advisory Committee on the
Concerns of Aging express its concern about
the 4.3 million dollar expenditure
allocated for the G-7 Summit."

Alderman Blumenthal indicated that the Committee
expressed the concern that seniors are continuously facing
increases on such things as telephone, power, water, and fuel.
He added that an increase in bus rates was also being
considered. Alderman Blumenthal noted that these constant
increases, although considered minimal to others, have eroded
the pension incomes seniors receive forcing them to do without
basic necessities, i.e. food, medication.

Alderman Blumenthal commented that it was also noted
that manors, such as the MacKeen (which suffered considerable
damage during the last storm with a window blowing out) and the
Samuel Prince, have severe problems with leaking. He noted
that the City of Halifax contributes to the financing of these
manors and, therefore, should consider spending more money to
make these repairs before the damage goes too far.

Alderman Blumenthal advised that the Concerns of the
Aging has questioned the priorities of the City and whether the
large expenditures for the G-7 were warranted.

Question Alderman Uteck Re: Truck Traffic on Fenwick Street

Alderman Uteck requested a report from the Traffic
Authority regarding vehicle and heavy truck traffic on Fenwick
Street. The Alderman asked that the report address the
following questions:

e what are the current numbers in traffic volume?
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e how will the Sobey's expansion affect the volume
and surrounding neighbours?

o what is the expected increase in heavy truck
traffic as a result of this expansion?

Question Alderman Uteck Re:

Structural Problems at MacKeen Manor

Alderman Uteck requested a report from the Halifax
Housing Authority on the current structural problems at MacKeen
Manor and the actions that have taken place to date.

ion Alderman Re: "Sh r e

Alderman Uteck commented that he, as well as other
Council members, have received inquiries regarding "Shakespeare
by the Sea". He noted that last year's first time production
was staged at Point Pleasant Park and was met with an
eg%hugi?stic response by the public, tourism, and Park
officials.

Adding that Council has also endorsed this worthwhile
venture, Alderman Uteck questioned whether the City was
prepared to offer the monetary support that is needed in order
to get this project going.

ion Alderman ne Re: Hemlock Ravin

Alderman Stone requested a staff report with respect
to the City land adjacent to the Hemlock Ravine on the Kearney
Lake Road for the purpose of consideration for an additional
entrance including a parking lot for the Hemlock Park.

Question Alderman Stone Re: Bedford
Highway Improvements - Phase II

Alderman Stone questioned when the tender would be
called for Phase II of the Bedford Highway improvements. He
commented that early planning and early work would result in an
earlier completion date and added that, with the weather
conditions, some preliminary work could be underway now.
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Question Alderman Stone Re: Over-Crowding

in _Schools - Mainland North

Alderman Stone advised that with the continual
development in Mainland North, parents have expressed concerns
regarding over-crowding in schools particularly in the
Rockingham and Grosvenor areas. He asked for a report on
whether these problems were being discussed by the School Board
and, if so, how were they going to be addressed in the coming
year.

Question Alderman Carmichael Re:
Overnight Winter Parking Ban

Alderman Carmichael asked for a report addressing the
ratigna] for the overnight parking ban through the winter
months.

Question Alderman Carmichael Re:
1336-44 Holli Proj

Alderman Carmichael noted that, at the last meeting
of City Council, she raised a question with respect to the
incident which took place concerning 1336-44 Hollis Street.

She noted that she had asked the Department of Development and
Planning to comment on steps which would be taken to ensure
that the situation which arose with respect to this development
would not occur again.

Alderman Carmichael acknowledged the memo in response
to her question which gave the assurance that the incident was
being researched and that consultation was on-going. The
Alderman emphasized that she wanted a clear understanding that
a concrete process would be put in place as quickly as possible
to ensure that the same kind of situation would not happen
again. Alderman Carmichael asked for a report on whether or
not any concrete progress had been achieved.

NOTICES OF MOTION

Notice of Motion Alderman Epstein Re:
So}id Waste Costs (shange Payment for
i i r

This matter had last been discussed during the 15
December 1994 meeting of Halifax City Council.
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Alderman Epstein gave Notice of Motion that, at the
next regular meeting of Halifax City Council, to be held on
Thursday, 26 January 1995, he proposes to introduce for First
Reading a motion to amend Ordinance 162 respecting solid waste.

The purpose of this amendment would be to adopt a
tonnage basis for payment of solid waste disposal costs.

ADDED ITEMS

Spryfield Lions Aquatic
ntr r Ad

Deputy Mayor Adams addressed the item noting that
this matter was being brought forward at the request of the
Spryfield Lions Club. He went on to provide information
relating to the request of the Lions Club for a grant in
connection with their pool which was declined by the Tax and
Grants Committee. The Deputy Mayor went on to question whether
this particular request was one in which the Tax and Grants
Committee should consider noting that it was not consistent
with other requests of the Committee.

Deputy Mayor Adams went on to advise that because the
Lions Club have not been given this assistance, they are in a
negative financial position. To provide background, the Deputy
Mayor explained that the Lions Club has asked on behalf of the
Spryfield rink that taxes be forgiven for this particular
facility because it's the only arena in Halifax that pays taxes
in the amount of about $53,000.00. Deputy Mayor Adams went on
to explain that another option available would be for the City
to take the rink over, which he suggested the City could not
operate for $53,000.00. As a further option, the Deputy Mayor
suggested that the City allocate to the Spryfield Lions Aquatic
Centre the money required to cover their operating deficit on
the pool which is approximately $55,000.00 and have the City
assume responsibility of the facility. He went on to provide
figures taken from past budgets which he noted would indicate
that, if the City were to take over the pool, it would cost
more than the $55,000.00 being requested.

Deputy Mayor Adams requested a staff report on how
Council could provide the $55,000.00 in assistance to the
Spryfield Aquatic Centre for the next Committee of the Whole
Council meeting to be held on 18 January 1995.
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Appointment of $ 1tan
A staff report dated 10 January 1995 was submitted.

At the request of His Worship Mayor Fitzgerald, it
was agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting of
Committee of the Whole Council scheduled for 18 January 1995.

Overhead Pedway - Duke Street: Scotia
r r ntre (Alderman n

Alderman Downey made reference to the proposed
overhead pedway from Scotia Square to the Metro Centre. He
commented that the City has been fortunate that there have been
no injuries to persons crossing Duke Street to Scotia Square.
Alderman Downey went on to make reference to a recent newspaper
article which talked about an underground tunnel. He advised
that he would much rather prefer, as well as a number of
citizens who contacted him, to see an overhead pedway built
from the Metro Centre to Scotia Square. Alderman Downey
commented that the citizens who had contacted him would much
rather see the construction of a pedway rather than the
proposed renovations to the Grand Parade. The Alderman asked
for a report addressing the possibility of funding for such a
pedway and if it would be possible to acquire some of the G-7
funding for this purpose.

The City Manager advised that it was his
understanding that the connection between Scotia Square and the
Metro Centre was intended to be underground.

Alderman Downey pointed out that the citizens who had
contacted him were requesting an overhead pedway as opposed to
an underground one.

Alderman Stone noted that it was his understanding an
overhead pedway was considered in past reports because it was
more economical. Speaking in support of an overhead pedway
from Scotia Square to the Metro Centre, the Alderman suggested
that there would be a willingness on the part of the business
community to help cost share for a pedway connection or system.
Alderman Stone asked that the report requested by Alderman
Downey outline the most feasible connection and costs as well
as the prospect of getting participation from other levels of
government and from the business community to help pay for it.

It was agreed that a report would be provided as soon
as possible.
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There being no further business to be discussed, the

meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:00 p.m.

HIS WORSHIP MAYOR WALTER FITZGERALD

CHAIRMAN

E. A. KERR, CMC
CITY CLERK
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- PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARINGS RE: Ruinous Buildings
;1} Civic No. 2380 Gottingen Street
2) Civic No. 2372-75 Creighton Street
(3) Civic No. 2384 Gottingen Street

(1) Civic No. 2380 Gottingen Street

Reports dated 28 November and 12 December 1994 had
previously been submitted from the Director of Development and
Planning.

Mr. W. D. Campbell, Manager of Development Services,
provided members of Council with a brief overview of the above-
mentioned staff reports, emphasizing that the building in
question has been in a state of some considerable disrepair
since a fire in December of 1990. Using a series of
photographs, Mr. Campbell went on to itemize the extent of the
repairs necessary in staff's view to bring the premises up to
City standards, adding that while an inspection conducted
earlier in the day indicated that some work had been commenced,
it was not in staff’'s view sufficient to alter their original
r$comm§ndation that the building be demolished and the site
cleared.

(2) Civic No. 2372-75 Creighton Street

Reports dated 28 November and 12 December 1994 had
previously been submitted from the Director of Development and
Planning.

Mr. W. D. Campbell, Manager of Development Services,
provided members of Council with a brief overview of the above-
mentioned staff reports, emphasizing that the building in
question has had a long history of Ordinance 157 violations as
far back as the early 1960's. Using a series of photographs,
Mr. Campbell went on to itemize the extent of the repairs
necessary in staff's view to bring the premises up to City
standards, adding that while an inspection conducted earlier in
the day indicated that some work had been commenced, it was not
in staff's view sufficient to alter their original
r$commgndation that the building be demolished and the site
cleared.
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Responding to a question from the Chairman, Mr.
Campbell advised that the property at 2372-75 Creighton Street
has been vacant since 1985.

(3) Civic No. 2384 Gottingen Street

Reports dated 28 November and 12 December 1994 had
previously been submitted from the Director of Development and
Planning.

Mr. W. D. Campbell, Manager of Development Services,
provided members of Council with a brief overview of the above-
mentioned staff reports, emphasizing that the building in
question has been in a state of some considerable disrepair
since a fire in April of 1991. Using a series of photographs,
Mr. Campbell went on to itemize the extent of the repairs
necessary in staff's view to bring the premises up to City
standards, adding that while an inspection conducted earlier in
the day indicated that some work had been commenced, it was not
in staff's view sufficient to alter their original
recommendation that the building be demolished and the site
cleared.

Mr. Keith Prevost, a resident of 2361 Maynard Street
(speaking on behalf of his brother Graham Prevost, the owner of
Civic No. 2380 Gottingen Street), addressed Council. 1In his
remarks, Mr. Prevost advised that members of the Prevost family
(including his brother Graham) own a number of properties in
the City of Halifax, many of which over the years have been
targeted by staff for supposed violations of Ordinance 157. He
went on to suggest, however, that while the family would very
much Tike to maintain their properties in conformance with City
ordinances, they find it extremely difficult to concentrate
their efforts on any one building when staff continue to file
complaints on others under Prevost ownership. Mr. Prevost
emphasized that the situation is exacerbated by the fact that
the family (because of alleged racial discrimination in the
Tocal banking community and other reasons) have also found it
difficult to secure funding to undertake the necessary repairs.

Mr. Prevost suggested that, in actuality, he and his
family (by supplying accommodation to individuals and families
on low incomes) are providing the City of Halifax with a much-
needed service. He therefore called staff's recommendation
that the structures be demolished "a harsh Jjudgement" on the
Prevost family, and suggested that instead the City should seek
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