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TO:   Chair and Members of Environment & Sustainability Standing Committee 

 Original Signed  
SUBMITTED BY:   

Kathleen Llewellyn-Thomas, P.Eng, A/ Director, TPW 

DATE:   August 28, 2014  

SUBJECT: Halifax Input – NS Regulatory Review

ORIGIN 

June 5, 2014 ESSC Session Information Report: “NSE Solid Waste Regulation Review- Municipal 
Stakeholder Input”.  A motion was passed to recommend Regional Council request extension of deadline 
for input from July 10 to November 7, 2014. 

June 28, 2014 Regional Council session motion put and passed.  Correspondence sent to Honourable 
Randy Delorey, Minister of Environment (Attachment A). 

July 31, 2014 ESSC Special Session conducted to gather feedback.  A draft document was prepared 
(Attachment B). 

August 7, 2014 Letter from Minister of Environment to Mayor Savage concerning extension of feedback 
deadline (Attachment C). 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

Solid waste regulations fall under provincial legislation.  Changes to the legislation and regulations have a 
direct impact to municipal services costs in terms of administration, education, disposal, materials 
management, processing and enforcement.  HRM Charter, Part XIII Solid Waste Management, Section 
336 (a - j) refers to the authority to make by-laws respecting Solid Waste Management. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Environment & Sustainability Standing Committee recommend Regional 
Council approve and forward the Regulation Review input as outlined in Attachment B to the Province of 
Nova Scotia for review and consideration. 
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BACKGROUND 

On May 1, 2014 ESSC Session- Regional Chairs update, Councillor Watts reports Nova Scotia 
Environment (NSE) would be commencing consultation with the public and municipal stakeholders on 
proposed changed to the Solid Waste Regulations. 

On May 13, 2014 NSE announced the formal consultation process.  The stakeholder feedback document 
entitled, “Revising our Path Forward:  A Public Discussion Paper About Solid Waste Regulation in Nova 
Scotia” was issued and contained seven areas of focus as outlined below: 

1. Product stewardship 
2. Disposal bans and approval requirements 
3. Used tire management program  
4. Removal of the requirement for regional solid waste management plans  
5. Clarity on the rules for energy from waste  
6. Improve the enforceability of the solid waste regulation 
7. Beverage container deposit-refund program  

As part of consultation, NSE conducted information sessions with stakeholders across the province 
including a session on May 30, 2014 hosted at NSCC Waterfront Campus in Dartmouth.  Attendees from 
ESSC included Councillors Watts and Rankin.   

At the June 5, 2014 ESSC session a staff information report was tabled and a motion passed to 
recommend Council correspond with Minister of Environment to seek an extension to the deadline for 
input.
   
On June 24, 2014 Council endorsed ESSC recommendation to request an extension to the deadline for 
input and a letter was sent from the Mayor to Minister of Environment.  The Minister of Environment 
agreed to extend deadline for input to September 30, 2014 for all municipalities.   

A special session of ESSC was convened on July 31, 2014, with invitation to all Councillors to attend and 
provide input.  Solid Waste Resource staff facilitated this session and gathered feedback. 

DISCUSSION 

Attachment B is the draft document of ESSC’s feedback compiled for review and consideration.  To meet 
the extended deadline of September 30, 2014, ESSC may wish to forward feedback onto Council for 
consideration for its next session on September 23, 2014. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no clearly defined financial implications identified in the proposed regulation review document.  
Staff and Councillors have requested NSE consider a review of the financial implications of a change to 
regulations before any changes occur.  This is referenced as feedback in the draft Halifax input document 
for Council consideration onto NSE. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

NSE has provided opportunity for municipal input up to September 30, 2014. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

Environmental implications support diversion opportunities in this report.   

ALTERNATIVES 

Not applicable.   

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A:  Letter from Mayor Savage to NSE Minister Randy Delorey dated June 24, 2014. 
Attachment B:  ESSC Feedback Draft Document re: NS Regulatory Review. 
Attachment C:  Letter from NSE Minister Randy Delorey to Mayor Savage dated August 7, 2014. 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/commcoun/index.php then choose the 
appropriate Community Council and meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, 
or Fax 902.490.4208. 

Report Prepared by: Laurie Lewis, Diversion Planning Coordinator, 902-490-7176    

Report Approved by:      Original Signed  

Matt Keliher, A/ Manager, Solid Waste Resources, 902-490-6606    

Original signed  

Financial Approval by:  
Greg Keefe, Director of Finance & ICT/CFO, 902.490.6308 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Original signed
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT B
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ATTACHMENT B
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ATTACHMENT C 

Original signed


