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DISCUSSION 
 
Tallinn and Halifax share similar cold climates, comparable natural geographies, and are both coastal 
cities with populations of approximately 400,000 residents. 
 
Following an initial working group meeting in July, a delegation from Tallinn visited Halifax. Highlights of 
the visit included a welcome from Halifax Mayor Mike Savage, presentations from many professionals 
and key stakeholders in the municipality, and field trips to Point Pleasant Park and Cow Bay.  
 
In October, delegates from all EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation cities travelled to Vitoria-Gasteiz, 
Spain. The Halifax delegation - comprised of municipal staff and external partners specialized in planning, 
environmental management and emergency preparedness – then visited its partner city, Tallinn, Estonia 
to learn firsthand from their experts and stakeholders, and visit relevant places and projects.  
 
The partnership will wrap up in spring 2016, with a final joint session to review achievements. The final 
meeting is anticipated to be held in Ottawa in April.  
 
The EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation is a municipal exchange project and a section of the larger 
World Cities: EU-Third Countries Cooperation on Urban Development, which facilitates municipal 
government dialogues between European cities and partnering countries’ cities. World Cities aims to 
apply the tenets of local and regional cooperation that make up EU regional policy on an international 
scale; as part of this larger measure, the EU-Canada Urban Policy Cooperation intended to bring 
Canadian and European cities together to discuss and collaborate on actions related to topics of mutual 
interest.  
 
This cooperation was a unique opportunity for cities to share expertise and gain insight from other 
municipalities working in areas of mutual interest. Canadian and European project cities cooperated 
based on similarities between their thematic areas, experiences, and goals; communication with all cities 
in the exchange provides additional opportunities for collaboration and potential for new ideas. 
 
Topics for dialogue and action fell into three overarching project themes:  
 
Resilience/Adaptation  

• Initiating a resilience/adaptation process of planning  
• Scoping local climate impacts  
• Conducting vulnerability and risk assessments  
• Developing resilience/adaptation plans, setting goals, identifying options  
• Implementation tools, maintaining momentum, tracking indicators  
• Monitoring, measuring and communication techniques  

 
Ecosystem services  

• Defining urban biodiversity, understanding multi-jurisdictional roles and responsibilities  
• Biodiversity assessments, policies and indicators  
• Local action mechanisms – urban planning & design, regulation, etc.  
• Green infrastructure opportunity identification and development  
• Strengthening the connections between ecosystems and resilience planning  

 
Low carbon development  

• Low carbon development strategies, policies and plans  
• Sustainable public procurement for low carbon cities  
• Innovative finance mechanisms  
• Political targets  
• Implementation tools, maintaining momentum, tracking indicators  
• Monitoring and verification processes  






