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Background:  

 In 1985, the Memorial Bell Tower Committee prepared a time capsule that was installed in a specially 

constructed niche inside the concrete interior of the Tower. It contained historic archival materials, 

including items from 1917 and materials contemporary to 1985. The time capsule itself was constructed 

by Halifax Plastics and is a 16” x 16” x 8” Fibreglass-sealed box. It was placed in the niche and then the 

metal door welded shut. 

The niche itself measures 16” x 16” x 18”. 

For the 2017, 100th year anniversary, a new and additional time capsule may be installed along with the 

original capsule. 

Preservation Concerns and Time Capsules: 

There are many types of time capsules but the most efficient route is to purchase a ready-made 

container, designed for long-term preservation. The interior of Tower itself is somewhat climate 

controlled but is still subject to some extreme environmental conditions. Due to these conditions, the 

materials that go inside the capsule must also be robust. 

CCI Note 1/6 describes both technical advice on the capsule itself as well as information on what to add 

as contents (http://canada.pch.gc.ca/eng/1439925169989  ). The National Parks Service also has good 

advice on contents for capsules (https://www.nps.gov/pevi/planyourvisit/time-capsule.htm ).  

 Paper-based items need to be copied onto best quality archival paper. 

 Digital media tends to break down over time. These are best preserved through other means. 

 Archival enclosures serve as a protective buffer once placed inside the capsule. 

 Food, plant-based materials, batteries, non-cleaned metals, most plastics should all be avoided. 

 All materials need to be very clean and best-practice is to enclose each item in archival 

materials. 

 Silica Gel and ArtSorb can be used to help acclimate the interior of the capsule, but only if the 

seal is intact. 

The niche space is quite small and this area will not be enlarged. So, the new capsule needs to fit on top 

of the existing capsule. Carr McLean is a Canadian Archival supplier and they have a time capsule kit 

(#83-004) that measures 12” x 4” x 9” and this could fit inside the existing space. This could be ordered 

in advance so that the Committee could choose materials accordingly. This time capsule is $940.00.  

For 2017, the niche will have a hinged door with padlock installed, so that the time capsules can be 

easily placed inside during the ceremony. Upon completion, the door will be welded shut once again, 

ensuring safe-keeping for future generations. 

If the Committee has questions or would like further guidance, please contact Kellie McIvor, HRM 

Cultural Asset Manager, 902-490-1955. 
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