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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY B3J3A5  Canada

BRIEFING FORM

SUBMITTED TO: Environment and Sustainability Standing Committee

DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL:

DATE OF MEETING: June 2, 2011
SUBJECT: Blue Flag Beach Update
ORIGIN

March 3, 2011, Environment and Sustainability Standing Committee: Blue Flag Beaches

RECOMMENDATION/ DECISION REQUIRED
(NONE REQUIRED IN THIS CASE INFORMATION ONLY)

BACKGROUND

The March 3, 2011 report to this Committee informed its members about the Blue Flag beach
certification program and HRM’s mtent to certify one beach for evaluation purposes and to
report on the ensuing experience.

HRM submitted a Feasibility Study Application for Birch Cove Beach (on Lake Banook) during
the week of May 9 (see Attachment 1).

Staff attended a Blue Flag conference in Toronto on May 6 and gained some key insights into the
administration, marketability and benefits of the Blue Flag program for environmental
sustainability, community engagement and tourism, among others. The agenda, leadoff
presentation and selected handouts from this event are provided in Attachment 2.

HRM has learned that the Waterfront Development Corporation Limited (WDCL) has also
expressed interest in the Blue Flag certification program for a marina. Staff will be consulting
with WDCL to determine how we can mutually support our respective efforts.



ALTERNATIVES AND ASSOCIATED RISKS
None identified
IMPACT/BENEFITS:

The benefit of achieving Blue Flag Beach certification includes:
e Economic Value
e Ecological Value
e Social Value

COMMUNICATION ISSUES/OPPORTUNITIES:

This initiative will provide marketing and positive communication opportunities.
ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 — Blue Flag Feasibility Study Application

Attachment 2 — May 6 Conference Agenda, Environmental Defence presentation &

Conference Materials

KEY STAFF CONTACT: Cameron Deacoff, Environmental Performance Officer, 490-1926



Attachment 1

Blue Flag Canada A program of
www.BlueFlag.ca ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE

Blue Flag Feasibility Study Application

Municipality/Community

Name of the Municipality or Private Owner: Halifax Regional Munic ipality
Mailing Address: PO 1749, Halifax, NS B3J 3A5

Region: Halifax

Community: Dartmouth

Telephone: 902.490.1926 Fax: 902.490.5862

Email and Web site: deacofcehalifax.ca www.halifax.ca

No. of permanent inhabitants in the municipality/community: 372,858 (2006 census)

No. of inhabitants in the municipality/community during the peak season: 372,858

Beach(es)

' How many beaches are there at the municipality/community or how beaches do you own?
HRM manages 24 beaches each summer.

How many beaches are applying for Blue Flag certification? One
Name of beach(es) applying for Blue Flag certification: Birch Cove Beach

Estimated maximum number of visitors to'the beach per day:

Six hundred and forty-six (646) - 2010 maximum
Estimated average number of visitors to the beach per day:

Two hundred and thirty-seven (237) - 2010 average



Contact Information

Contact Person — responsible for beach management:

Namei: Rob Mullane

Title: Superintendent, Municipal Operations
Tel: 902.490.5819

E-mail: mullanr@halifax.ca

Name2: Jennifer Nagle

Title: Aquatic Resource Specialist, Aquatic Services
Tel: 902.490.4515
E-mail;

naglejehalifax.ca

Contact Person — responsible during holidays:

Name1t:

Tel:

E-mail:

The remainder of the application addresses the criteria used to evaluate the application in

question and answer format. Questions are derived from the list of criteria on the Blue Flag
Canada web site at: www.BlueFlag.ca

There are a total of 29 criteria under the Blue Flag program of which 23 imperative and 4
guideline criteria are applicable to Canadian beaches. Imperative criteria must be metin order to
receive the Blue Flag award. Guideline criteria are recommended, but not mandatory.

Please note that

To select Yes or No, double-click on the (] . Then click Checked under Default value.

After one of [] Yes or [_] No has been selected, it is not necessary to provide further information
with each question. However, you may wish to use the space to point out, for example, that

» while a particular criteria is not met at this time, implementing the criteria is feasible,

* implementing a particular criteria does not appear feasible,

» it's unclear whether your current arrangement satisfies the criteria. Use this space to
describe the current arrangement.

Environmental Education and Information




1. Is information relating to coastal zone ecosystermns and natural, sensitive areas in the coastal
zone displayed? {Imperative Criterion)

] Yes
Kl No

(optional) Further information:

This information will be developed and displayed

2. Is water quality information publicly displayed? (Imperative Criterion)

] Yes
K] No

(optional) Further information:

This information will be displayed

Note: This imperative criterion takes effect when the Blue Flag is awarded.
3. s information about the Blue Flag campaign displayed? (Imperative Criterion)

X No Information about the Blue Flag campaign will be displayed when the Blue Flag is
awarded.

(optional) Further information:

4. Is a beach area code of conduct displayed? (Imperative Criterion)

Xl Yes
7 No

(optional) Further information:

Are laws governing beach use easily available to the public upon request? (Imperative
Criterion)

[ Yes
K] No

(optional) Further information:

Relevant guidelines and policies will be made available online

and in print on request.



Note: The Municipality/Community must be prepared to describe their plans to offer five
environmental activities prior to the Blue Flag being awarded.

5. Are a minimum of five environmental activities offered? (Imperative Criterion)
[[] Yes See five activities described below

[J No But five planned activities are described below

No Five planned activities to be provided at a later date

(optional) Further information:

Water Quality

6. Are at least 80% of the beach’s daily geometric mean of the sample results within the Blue
Flag standard of 100 E. coli/100 mL for freshwater beaches and 35 Faecal enterococci per
100mL for marine (salt water) beaches? (Imperative Criterion)

[ Yes
No

(optional) Further information:

HRM to consult with Environmental Defence to determine
sampling requirements.
Does the beach comply with all other requirements (i.e. physical chemical parameters) of the

national or provincial recreational water quality guidelines, in particular, the Guidelines for
Canadian Recreational Water Quality (Imperative Criterion)

X Yes
[J No

(optional) Further information:

7. Do industrial or sewage related discharges affect beach area? {Imperative Criterion)
(] Yes
No

(optional} Further information;

There are no industrial or sewage discharges to the lake.




8. Monitoring on the health of coral reefs located in the vicinity of the beach

This criterion is not applicable in Canada

9. Do you comply with requirements for sewage and effluent quality? (Guideline Criterion)

Xl Yes
] No

(optional) Further information

Not applicable

10. Is algae or other vegetation left fo decay on the beach unless it constitutes a nuisance?
(Imperative Criterion)

Yes
I No

(optional} Further information:

Environmental Management

11. Is a beach management committee in charge of instituting environmental management

systems and conducting regular environmental audits of the beach facility? (Guideline
Criterion)

[] Yes
No
(optional) Further information:

An existing committee will be tasked with this role.

12. Does the beach comply with all reg'ulations affecting the location and operation of the beach
(coastal zone planning and environmental legislation)? (Imperative Criterion)

[ Yes
[J No

(optional) Further information:




13. Is the beach cleaned regularly? (Imperative Crfterion)
K] Yes
{7 No

(optional) Further information:

14. Are waste disposal bins/receptacles available on/by the beach in adequate numbers and
regularly maintained and emptied? (Imperative Criterion)

&l Yes
[ No

(optional) Further information:

15. Are facilities for receiving recyclable waste materials available on/by the beach? (Imperative
Criterion)

[] Yes
No

(optional) Further information:

These facilities will be made available.

16. Are adequate and clean sanitary facilities with controlled sewage disposal available?
(Imperative Criterion)

A Yes
] No

(optional) Further information:

17. Is camping, driving and dumping of waste on beach prohibited? (Imperative Criterion)
[x] Yes
71 No

(optional) Further information:




18. Are regulations concerning dogs and other domestic animals on the beach strictly enforced?
(Imperative Criterion)

Yes
[J No

(optional) Further information:

19. Are all buildings and equipment on the beach properly maintained? (Imperative Criterion)
Yes
(] No

(optional) Further information:

20. Is a sustainable means of transportation promoted in the beach area?(Guideline Criterion)
[1 Yes
No

(optional) Further information:
Promotion will be made part of on-site signage.

Safety and Services

21. Are there an adequate number of lifequards and/or lifesaving equipment available at the
beach? (Imperative Criterion)

X Yes
] No

(optional) Further information:

22. Is first aid equipment available on the beach? (Imperative Criterion)
Yes
[ No
(optional) Further information:

Lifeguards have the first aid equipment during service hours.




23, Are different users and uses of the beach properly managed so as to prevent conflicts and
accidents? (Imperative Criterion)

& Yes
[ No

(optional) Further information:

24. Are emergency plans to cope with poliution safety risks in place? (Imperative Criterion)

Kl Yes
1 No

(optional) Further information:

25. Is there safe access to the beach? (Imperative Criterion)

Kl Yes
[ No

(optional) Further information:

26. The beach area must be patrolled
This Criterion is not applicable in Canada

27. Is there a supply of potable drinking water available on the beach? (Guideline Criterion)

[J Yes
¥ No

(optional) Further information:




Note: Access to the beach does not mean access to the water

28. Does at least one beach have handicap facilities, granting barrier-free access to the beach,
surrounding buildings, and the toilets?(Imperative Criterion)

Yes
[d No

(optional) Further information:

29. Is a map of the beach displayed that indicates different facilities and services?(Imperative
Criterion)

] Yes
K] No

(optional) Further information:

This map will be part of the signage to be designed & installed.




Swimming in Safe Waters
Room 303, Metro Hall, 55 John St.
Friday, May 6, 2011

Attachment 2

8:30 - 9:00 Coffee

9:00-10:00 | Welcome

About Environmental Defence and Blue Flag
Canada

Sarah Winterton

Blue Flag 2011 Initiatives

Aidan Grove-White

The Newest Blue Flag Beach: Bluffer’s Story

Mahesh Patel
(Toronto Public
Health)

10:00 - 10:15 Break

110:15-12:15 | Safety and Safety Assessments

Michael Shane
(Lifesaving Society)

Orientation poles

Bob Huybrechts
(Innovation Initiative
Co-operative)

Keynote: Communicating Water Quality

lan Capstick (Media
Style)

Bayfield's Story

Natan Somer (Huron
County Health Unit)

Workshop and report out

All

12:15 - 1:15 Lunch

environmental

defence
IMSPIRING CHANGE




Leverage tourism for community development

Sonya Graci (Ted

Barefoot Wine and Bubbly Networking Event

Rogers School of
Hospitality and
Tourism
Management)
Linking Blue Flag to tourism Jacqueline Kuehnel
(JK Consulting)
-| Social media strategies lan Capstick
Workshop and report out All
3:00 - 3:15 Break
3:15-4:30 Grand Bend's Story: Blue qug and Community | Peggy Van Mierlo-
Engagement- West (Lambton
: Shores)
Bluewater's Story: Blue Flag and Community Tyler Hessel
Planning ' (Councillor
Bluewater)
Wrap-Up Sarah Winterton
5:00 - 7:00 From Water to Wine Rodney’s

469 King Street vwest
Toronto, ON M5V 1K4
(416) 363-8105
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www.BlueFlag.ca

Environmental Defence

317 Adelaide Street West Suite 705

Toronto, Ontario Canada M5V 1P9

Tel: 416-323-9521 or toll-free 1-877-399-2333
Fax: 416-323-9301

email; info@blueflag.ca
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To request a free feasibility study, please fill out this form
and fax or email it back to (fax) 416-323-9301 attn. BLug FLAG coordinator,
or (email) coordinator@blueflag.ca

NAME OF ORGANIZATION.. .

NAME OF BEACH(ES) . ..

NAME OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR APPLICATION ..\ iivvsoriosreis aicrincssersimmoes osve o v mssssasssinscssese coneos v

TITLE..

AADDRESS ..ovvv veesirr e s cessseoe taor seosoios oo vt 455544088 188000 A0 e SR e
PosTaL CODE ...
TELEPHONE | Lo v ot i+ e ot caermsan s o Sronta S tres <po02 e mereene osens o 2t st et aees e
EmaiL ..

Qur contact information:

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE 317 Adelaide St. West, Suite 705, Toronto ON M5V 1P9
Tel; 416-323-9521 ext, 227 Fax: 416-323-9301
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Environmental Defence is proud to be the operafor
of the Blue Flag pro‘gram_in Canada.
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Blue Flag Beach Criteria 2011

{1} Imperative Criterio- beach must comply

(G) Guideline Criteria- encouraged to increase the
standards at the beach but not mandatory

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

1. Information about the Blue Flag program must
be displayed {1} ,

2. A minimum of 5 environmental education !
activities must be offered and displayed {1)

3. Information about bathing water quality must be
displayed {I) :

4, Information relating fo local ecosystems and

environmental phenomena must be displayed (1)

‘A map of the beach must be displayed (1)

‘Code of conduct for the beach area must be

displayed and the laws governing beach use

must-be edsily available to the public upon

request (1)

?‘S"

WATER QUALITY

7. The beach must fully comply with water quality
sampling and frequency guidelines |I)

8. The beach must fully comply with standards and
requirements for water quality analysis {1)

9. No industrial or sewage related discharges may
offecf the beach area {l}

10. The beach must comply with the Blue Flag
reguirements for microbiological parameter
faecal coli bacteria [E.coli) and intestinal
enterococci/streptococci (1) ‘

11. The beach must comply with the Blue Flag
standards for the following physical and
chemical parameters {i): ,

* The pH vaiue range is normally 6 to 9.

* There must be no oil film visible on the surface
of the water and no odour detected. On land
the beach must be monitered for oil and ,
emergency plans should include the required
action to take in.case of such pollution.

» There has to be an absence of floatables such:
as tany residues, wood, plastic articles, bottles,
containers, glass or any other substance.

environmental
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

12. The local authorities shall establish a beach
management committee (G)

13. The local authorities must comply with all
regulations affecting the location and operation of
the beach (l)

14. The beach must be clean {i)

15. Algae vegetation or natural debris should be left
on the beach unless it becomes a hazard (1)

16. Waste disposal bins/receptacles must be available
on/by the beach in adequate numbers, regularly
maintained and emptied (1)

17. Facilities for receiving recyclable waste materials
must be available on/by the beach(l)

18. An adequate number of toilet or resfroom facilities
must be provided ()

19. The toilet or restroom facilities. mus’r be kept clean(l)

20. The toilet or restroom facilities must have controlled
sewage disposal (i)

21, On the beach there will be no unaufhonzed
camping or driving and no dumping (I)

22. Access to the beach by dogs or other domestic
animals must be strictly enforced {1

23. All buildings and eguipment of the beach must be
properly maintained {l}

24, Coral reefs in the vicinity of the becch must be
monitored {G)

25. A sustainable means of transportation should be
promoted in the beach area (G)

SAFETY AND SERVICES : ,

26. An adequate number of lifeguards cnd/or
lifesaving equnpmem‘ must be qvo;lcb!e at the
rbeach {l) -

- 27 First aid equipment must be avculab!e on fhe

beach (l)

28, Emergency plans to cope with pollu’non must be in

place (l) -

29. There must be management of dxfferem‘ users and
‘uses of the beach so as to prevent conflicts and
.accidents () ,

30. There must be safe access to the beach {1

31. The beach area must be patrolled
(G - South & East Africa, Brazil, Chile, South Pacific,
Morocco; Not applicable ~- Europe, Canada,
Oceania)

32. A supply of drinking water must be available on the
beach (G}

33. A minimum of one Blue Flag beach in each
municipality must have access and toilet facilities
provided for disabled persons {1}

Aidan Grove-White

Water Programs Manager and Blue Flag Coordinator
agrovewhite@environmentaldefence.ca
416.323.9521 ext. 257



