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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY B3J3A5 Canada

Halifax Regional Council
July 13, 2004

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

SUBMITTED BY: : :
Dan English, Acting g;éf Administrative Officer
DATE: July 8, 2004
SUBJECT: Additional Area Rates for 2004-2005
ORIGIN

On June 8, 2004, Council approved the majority of the area rates for the 2004-05 fiscal year, but
deferred approval of:

the area rate for the Spryfield and District Business Commission, and

the Minesville Community Association area rate pending confirmation of the boundaries.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that :

1. That the Spryfield and District Business Improvement District be amended to exclude
businesses on St. Margaret’s Bay Road, Purcell’s Cove Road, and feeder streets from those
two roadways.

2. Arearates 0of $0.0859 to the commercial assessment, and $0.1718 to the business occupancy
assessment be applied within the Spryfield and District Business Improvement District
effective for the 2004-05 fiscal year with a minimum levy of $50.00 per account, and a
maximum levy of $1,000.00 per account per fiscal year.

3. That the Minesville Community Association area rate of $20.00 per household be applied
against the properties within the mapped area depicted in a staff report dated May 15, 2002.
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BACKGROUND

Spryfield & District

The Spryfield and District Business Commission is one of six business improvement districts (BIDs)
within HRM. The initial area rate for this BID was approved by Council on July 15, 2003.
Subsequently, businesses along St. Margaret’s Bay Road and Purcell’s Cove Road have expressed
concern as to the benefits they would receive from the new BID.

Minesville

The Minesville Community Association was formed in November 1999 with the purpose of
“protecting and developing community parkland, building community pride and spirit, and working
with government representatives on behalf of the community.” Since it’s formation, the Association
has been very active in the community of Minesville fund raising and planning for recreational
amenities and activities for the residents. The area rate approved by Council on May 21, 2002 has
enabled the Association to increase and develop parkland and other recreational amenities within the
community.

DISCUSSION

Spryfield & District

The creation of the initial area rate to support the BID was contingent on less than 51% of the
commercial and business occupancy accounts voting against it. This was consistent with the manner
in which Council’s BID area rates had been developed, prior to 2003. However, current practice
is now the same as that used for other types of areas rates: community meeting(s) followed by a vote,
typically a mail-in vote. This new process was recently used (to determine whether) to develop a
BID in Burnside and Sackville.

At its meeting on May 10, 2004, the Spryfield and District Business Commission (SDBC) Board of
Directors agreed to exclude businesses along St. Margaret’s Bay Road from the Armdale Rotary to
Northwest Arm Drive. A copy of the letter from Kevin Umlah, President of the BID, to HRM
Financial Services to confirm this decision is attached to this report as Appendix “A”. The SDBC
Board of Directors has not agreed to exclude businesses along Purcell’s Cove Road.

On June 24, 2004, HRM Financial Services received a petition signed by six businesses on St.
Margaret’s Bay Road and twelve businesses along Purcell’s Cove Road requesting they be exempted
from the tax levy collected for the BID. The eleven of those twelve businesses are actually on
Purcells Cove Road, this represents more than 80% of the commercial property and business owners
on Purcells Cove Road.

A copy of the petition is included as Appendix “B” to this report. Councillor Mosher, District 17,
supports the petition of the Purcell’s Cove (and St. Margaret’s Bay Road) businesses. Although
BIDs have the ability to self-define their own business area boundaries, Council has the authority
to approve or ammend those boundaries.
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Based on the reasonable claim by Purcells Cove businesses that their businesses are in a zone
distictly separate from the main Spryfield business area and the percentage of Purcell’s Cove
businesses signed onto the petition, staff is recommending that the affected businesses in the St.
Margaret’s Bay Road and Purcell’s Cove Road areas be excluded from the area rate for the BID.

Council may wish to opt for either of the two Alternatives provided.

Minesville

The Minesville Community Association area rate was approved by Council on May 21, 2002. Its
purpose was to increase and develop parkland and other recreational amenities within the community
of Minesville. The arearate approved was $20.00 per household to be applied against the properties
within the mapped area depicted in a staff report dated May 15, 2002. The area rate was established
in accordance with the Interim Area Rate Guidelines.

On June 8, 2004, Council requested that the catchment area be reviewed by staff to determine if any
properties had either been erroneously included or excluded from the mapped area depicted in the
staffreport. Staff can find no error in the way that the mapped area has been applied. There are four
properties included within the mapped area that abut or are accessed by Route 207 also known as
Lawrencetown Road. These properties were included in the initial map and without a broader
review of the policy implications of changing boundaries on area rates, staff are not presently
prepared to recommend their removal from the area rate. There are also seven properties that are
currently outside the catchment area which staff were requested to consider for inclusion. These
properties can only be accessed from Candy Mountain Road which is within the Minesville
community. However, in accordance with the Area Rate Guidelines, it would be necessary to allow
the owners of those properties the opportunity to vote on being included in the catchment area for
the Minesville Community Association area rate. It would be necessary to reopen a consultation
process with the community. This cannot be completed before the final tax bills are issued but could
be completed for 2005-06.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

Spryfield & District

For the 2004-05 fiscal year, the exclusion of these businesses from the area rate will result in a
reduction in projected revenue of $5,280 for the BID. This includes $2,940 from the businesses on
St. Margaret’s Bay Road, and $2,340 from the businesses along Purcell’s Cove Road. This would
result in projected revenue from the area rate of $31,100. Expenditures would also total $31,100.

For Alternative 1, excluding businesses along St. Margaret’s Bay Road only, the total projected
revenue from the area rate would be $34,040. For Alternative 2, not altering the BID boundaries,
the total projected revenue from the area rate would be $36,380.

Because all of the funding is provided through the area rate (there are no transfers from the general
tax rate), there is no impact on the general operating budget.
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Minesville
The Minesville Area Rate raises $8,880. Expenditures are also equal to $8,880. There is no impact
on the general tax rate.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES / BUSINESS PLAN

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Y ear Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ALTERNATIVES

Council could consider other boundary options including:

1. Excluding the businesses along St. Margaret’s Bay Road, but including those along Purcell’s
Cove Road. This option is favoured by the Spryfield and District Business Commission.

2. Maintaining the current Spryfield and District boundaries.

ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A: Letter from Kevin Umlah, President, Spryfield and District Business Commission
Appendix B: Petition signed by businesses on St. Margaret’s Bay Road and Purcell’s Cove Road

Additional copies of this report, and information on its status, can be obtained by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk
at 490-4210, or Fax 490-4208.

Report Prepared by: Bruce Fisher, Manager of Financial Planning, 490-4493
Andre MacNeil, Financial Consultant, 490-6241

Report Approved by: D{ﬁ/ A ; ;2 ﬁ fz/fz/ﬂ//t,é/t/;&_,

Dale MacLennan, Director, Fl\nanmal Services 490-6308
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Appendix A

Spryfield & District

Business Commission

PO Box 20010 RPO Spryfield
Halifax, NS B3R 2K9

Mr. John Marsh

Financial Services

Halifax Regional Municipality
PO Box 1749

Halifax, NS

B3J 3A5

Dear Mr. Marsh,

As aresult of discussion at its meeting of May 10, 2004, the Board of Directors of the
Spryfield & District Business Commission unanimously passed the following motion:

"Moved that the Board direct its President to write a letter to appropriate Halifax
Regional Municipality staff to re-align the boundary of the area from which the Spryfield
& District Business Commission draws its funding. The new boundary would start at the
Armdale rotary and continue south along the Herring Cove Road to the intersection of the
Herring Cove Road and Osborne Avenue, then continue west along Osborne Street to
Northwest Arm Drive where it would rejoin the existing boundary."

The specific intent of this motion is to remove from the area rate which funds the
Spryfield & District Business Commission, those businesses along the St. Margaret’s Bay
Road from the rotary to Northwest Arm Drive which the Business Commission did not
intend to include within their catchment area and which do not wish to be a part of the
Spryfield & District Business Commission. However it is also our intention to continue
to include all businesses along the Herring Cove Road and Osborne Street and indeed any
business within the boundaries of the Spryfield area. If you feel that there is a better
method of realignment to accomplish this goal, please inform us.

Sincerely,

o L,
evin Umlah
President



May 5, 2004 ﬁ%pewﬁ ix B

The Spryfield/District 18 Business Commission will be implementing a tax levy on.all
businesses along St. Margaret's Bay Road and Purcel's Cove Road. These extra tax
dollars will be spent along Herring Cove Road for improvements benefiting only Spryfield

Businesses.

Businesses who wish to voice their objection to be excluded and/or exempt from this tax
grab should provide the following information and signature:

Company Name:
Himmelman Contractors Ltd.

Company Address: 134 St. Margarets Bay Road
P.O. Box 8475, Stn. A.
Phone Number: Halifax, N.S. B3K 5M2 H77-32¢6¢

Owner's Name: /’fivK Him m//m o A

Signature: M

Company Name: /#<  Grpss gap /Mrrroe S oo

Company Address: SS S NMuarehZeTS 59\/ 2.

Phone Number: G — /77T

Owner's Name: 7'2:72/17/ L7540 C
Signature: / J/M/ ; A

Company Name:
p y MEINEKE CAR CRRE CENTRE
40 ST MARGARETS BAY RD

Company Address: HALIFAX, Ns
B3N 1J9




Company Name:
Company Address: (“
Phone Number:

Owner's Name:

Signature:

ot I -
i L METERERD . grRoygon sTn

Company Name:

Company Address: 32 ®' ST AR GARBTS BAN RD,

Phone Numberr ¢ 7 7~271"7

Owner's Name: ReBERT M- 'Dt:uﬁ‘wu\)éy

Signature: @QQL qu,/\ e etz cw%/

Company Name: (/ & g Tsu/uhas
30 A é e @a:/élw

Phone Number: 4‘99 5 7 /

Owner's Name: 5 o nf

Signature: /Q /(j@\

50/»7 Kl

Company Address:

fmgya(/ﬁo/o

Company Name: /Vé? b / —
724
Company Address: GQ S} /J ! W W jW ¢

Phone Number 048 - Y77 C IO
S0 //é’////gfzb

Owner's Name:

7y
Signature:
Fode

[N




Company Name:

Company Address: //f /4///»/ AL = /57/ Tl € g/y P )
o EELO0L1ES ,(/—Z

Phone Number: éé—) ERR Y7 e
Owner's Name: A S SAATY / //ﬂﬁfz 7 é% /%?M

Signature: /%// }/@ﬂw

C&.- {j\,\ S)Vl),

Company Name: = (irc le
Company Address: 1% Purcldly, Cove RJ
Phone Number: {33 ¢3¢

Owner’'s Name: DacquP s T HRA ?a J

Signature: {B%qu) 7 C%Vh//

Company Name: hndade cefd (o

Company Address: Ho Pured (s Cove R -

Phone Number: 42 - 47747617

Owner's Name:  Aushne dape (Generad sz&j f/\/>

Signature: /%(/@6_

Company Name: S’Z/Mj‘ ‘4‘/& ¢
v ﬁLf‘uw &rw/

G4y  Y1)-TESO

Company Address:

Phone Number:
Owner's Name: S L2 ) D

~ /
Signature: v "ZLJ@“/

U




Company Name: K3JL{( PRAPEL T
Company Address: S~ SS9V, Sk MARGaesTS fan R -

Phone Number: Y-t oo
Owner's Name: (¢ WRLES) Ty RKS | TomeS | cuedropiue  Doumd £Ll

Signature: § M

Company Name: ARMADALE Pty Lo
Company Address. 3 Y. wnein2E 7= AN Po
Phone Number: “177- C8oe

Owners Name:  TAMES  Dowmd KX

Signature: gz —— M

Company Name: Luge PeAN Aute  Servicer
43 ST mARG dar Ro

Company Address:
Phone Number: 27’77 - 757L
Owner's Name: 6 - Broca

Signature:

P



Jun ¢3J U4 uUlL:idap GCOUNCILLORS OFFTICE R ,:.,:,,.‘

3
SOy

Tune, 2004

The Spryfield/District 18 Business Commission will be implementing a tax levy on ali
businesses along St. Margaref's Bay Read and Purcell's Cove Road. These extra tax
doliars will be spent along Herring Cove Road for improvements benefiting only Spryfieid

Businesses.

Businesses who wish o voice their objeciion to be excluded andfor exempt from this tax
grab should provide the following information and signature:

Company Name: /ﬁ\-ef

4

Phone Number-

Owners Name: CLJ:S S]'% /Z"Le/’} :Z)Q

Signature: + %

‘, — —
Company Name: ﬁm OCQ@/Y\ C/(W &S\@@G\/ M i
Company Address: {5 p&:&cz/@@J Qﬁf @@a .
Phone Number: Lff:; ’; -5 § 6 (
Owner's Name: SO Moo QQ%

Signature: % /}%
Company N:&ne: W (Aﬁ?,r% éc; e
Company Address: é %z—( {CC_ E;c)

Phone Number: C( 7 7,_.0‘2 [ g’ L‘/

Owner's Name:'{%@m o= L QW <
- Signature: [AEZC/L-{ ‘ = C?‘?‘&Ee/z e %@m hf>

Y

—

L._._-«/
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June, 2004

The Spryfield/Mistrict 18 Business Commission will be impiéménﬁng 2 tax levy on ajl

businesses along St Margaret's Bay Road and Purcell's Cove Road. These extrs i=x
dollars wiil be spent along Herring Cove Road for improvements benefiting only Spryfield
Businesses.

Businesses who wish to voice their chiection io be excluded and/or exempt from this tax
grab shouid provide the following information and signature:

Company Name: :PM% %\\( C/LPW\DS

Company Address: (1 R /(i< A‘UW(Q(}
Phone Number: ) 434 - Yo |

Owner’'s Name: ?\\n ,P)E / (k(\ ﬁ
S*g“am’e%[j; (m U\MMSJ)Z@ I

Company Name: /é;}, Q)LJ Ndve. Sestn Ya 4.) :(“Z, Vaglion

Company Address: T4 /&z/‘c&//f Cnig Biad

- Phone Number: UFF-SA57 ‘} o
Owner's Name: @Muq{)rz oy ‘/44///( 97/464#4/ 07/ /7%”’?{57%'”“ 7L
Signature: ' /z %M Vi % /%
Company Name: 4/ e Jree Lo 77 o,
Company Address: /% /WM’ Love 4

Phone Number: 455~ 7925

Owmners Name: ﬂzg ;S / e

- Signature: %
L
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June, 2004

The Spryfield/District 18 Business Commission will be implementing 2 tax levy o ali
businesses aiong St. Margaret's Bay Road and Purcell's Cove Road. These exira iax
dollars will be spent along Herring Cove Road for improvements benefiting only Spryfieid
Businesses. ‘

Businesses who wish fo voice their abjection to be excluded and/or exempt from this tax
grab shauld provide the following information and signature:

| ) _
Company Name: pL[ZCF Gue Socipe C‘—v’l@
o5 Yubcers GuE foan

Company Address:
Phone Number: &1 6671 | | G
Owner's Name: ﬂf&;m@r o PEHAF oF THE BEXEGTVE

Signaiure:; %w/%%wy%u/

Company Name: '?0 shorou 5 A Ao oS

Campany Address: ‘?2 pa,/’ [ é[ '3 COU c 20/ -
NS B3P /B3 _

Phone Number: 002,450,.32@2/ / LT T ]S

Owner's Neme: A/ ?0@&:0/" oue A

Signature: % w.,&inDoaé&{ g 2.

Company Name:
Company Address:

Phone Number:;
Owner's Name:

Signature:
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