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PO Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5    Canada

Halifax Regional Council
February 5, 2008

February 26, 2008

TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

SUBMITTED BY:
Dan English, Chief Administrative Officer

Frank A. Beazley, Chief of Police

DATE: January 28, 2008

SUBJECT: Taxi Owner Licence Issues

Supplementary Report

ORIGIN

On January 8, 2008, Regional Council instructed staff to bring forward amendments to By-Law T-
108 which were approved in principle.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Regional Council give First Reading of By-Law T-138 which includes the
following amendments:

(a) eliminate limitations on the number of taxi owner licences that may be issued in the
Halifax Regional Municipality; 

(b) Taxi owner licences only be issued to taxi drivers licenced and in good standing in
the Halifax Regional Municipality;

(c) Taxi owner licenses be limited to one per licensed driver;
(d) Taxi owner licences be cancelled if the licensed driver loses his or her taxi driver’s

license;
Recommendations Continued on Page 2
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(e) Taxi owner and driver licenses continue to be non-transferable;
(f) eliminate zones within the Halifax Regional Municipality ;
(g) disband the Taxi and Limousine Committee and repealing Administrative Order #38;
(h) offer owner licenses to those individuals currently on the waiting list, prior to new

individuals;
(i) Allow advertising anywhere on vehicles;
(j) allow drivers to ask for reasonable amount of money up front before proceeding.

BACKGROUND

The Taxi and Limousine Advisory Committee submitted a report to Regional Council dated January
11, 2007, requesting Council to allow individuals to own and transfer ownership of Taxi Owner
Licenses. 

Through discussions regarding the aforementioned report at the February 13, 2007  Regional
Council meeting, a motion was approved  requesting a staff report exploring the following issues:

Part 1   - issue of owners leasing of roof lights (owner licence) & individuals owning more
then one owner licence;

 
Part 2   - the possibility of removing the cap (limitations) on owner licences; 

• the number of individuals on the owner waiting lists; 
• how long they have been waiting; and 
• what consideration will be given to them

Part 3   - how to control the price and value of taxi owner licences.

During the January 8, 2008 Committee of the Whole, staff presented a Recommendation Report,
attached as appendix A. Regional Council approved in principle the aforementioned
recommendations. 

DISCUSSION

In response to the proposed amendments staff provides the following:

(a), eliminate limitations on the number of taxi owner licences that may be issued
in the Halifax Regional Municipality; 

(e) Taxi owner and driver licenses continue to be non-transferable;
(f) eliminate zones within the Halifax Regional Municipality;
(i) Allow any advertising anywhere on vehicles;
(j) allow drivers to be given ability to ask for reasonable amount of money up front

before proceeding.
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The aforementioned amendments apply to new and existing owners and staff have made the
necessary amendments in By-Law T-138, attached as appendix B and Administrative Order
#39,attached as Appendix C .

(b) Taxi owner licences only be issued to taxi drivers licenced and in good standing
in the Halifax Regional Municipality; 

(c) Taxi owner licenses be limited to one per licensed driver; 
(d) Taxi owner licences be cancelled if the licensed driver loses his or her taxi

driver’s license;

The aforementioned amendments apply only to new owner license applicants  and staff have made
the necessary amendments to in By-Law T-138,  attached as appendix B.

(g) disband the Taxi and Limousine Committee;

Administrative Order #38, attached as Appendix D must be repealed;

(h) offer owner licenses to individuals currently on the waiting list, prior to new
individuals;

This does not require an amendment to the By-Law.  If By- Law T-138 was adopted staff would
forward Offer Letters to the individuals currently on the waiting lists that meet the new
qualifications. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget implications as a result of this report.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES / BUSINESS PLAN

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved Operating,
Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the utilization of
Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ALTERNATIVES

1.  Council may elect to completely deregulate the industry.
2.  Council may elect to partially regulate the industry.
3.  Council may elect to phase in the elimination of zones and limitations.
4.  Council may elect to adopt only part of the staff recommendation.
5.  Council may elect not to adopt any recommendations and maintain the current status quo.
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ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A: Recommendation Report, January 8, 2008
Appendix B: By-Law T-138
Appendix C: Administrative Order #39, Respecting the Setting of Taxi Fares
Appendix D:Administrative Order # 38, Respecting the Creation of the Taxi and Limousine
Advisory Committee

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then
choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax
490-4208.

Report Prepared by: S/Sgt. Robin McNeil, Halifax Regional Police 490-4817

Financial  Approval by: ___________________________________________________
Catherine Sanderson, Senior Manager, Financial Services, 490-1562

                                                                                                     
Report Approved by: Deputy Chief F.A. Burbridge, Halifax Regional Police, 490-7138


























































