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TO: Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council

SUBMITTED BY: ___________________________________________________________
Frank Beazley, Chief of Police, Halifax Regional Police

DATE: November 16, 2009

SUBJECT: Removal of Recyclables from Curbside

INFORMATION REPORT

ORIGIN

At the January 20, 2009 meeting of Regional Council, Councilor Blumenthal reported that
complaints have been received of recyclables being removed from blue bags, and non-recyclable
items are being left in front of residential properties. 
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BACKGROUND

At the January 20, 2009 meeting of Regional Council, Councilor Blumenthal reported that
complaints have been received of recyclables being removed from blue bags, and non-recyclable
items being left in front of residential properties. Councilor Blumenthal requested clarification of
the residents’ (i.e., abutting property owners’) responsibility for material left at the curbside, and
that of HRM in respect of who has ownership of the material. Regional Council approved this
matter be referred to the Solid Waste Resource Advisory Committee (SWRAC) for consideration
and comment.

At the January 22, 2009 meeting of SWRAC, Councilor Uteck requested information respecting
what HRM’s position is regarding constant illegal dumping, how it is monitored and is the
abutting property owner (who finds material left by other persons in front of their property)
expected to remove the items. SWRAC approved that staff provide a report on this issue.

At the March 26, 2009 meeting of SWRAC an information report was presented. Staff from
Solid Waste Resources and By-Law Enforcement were in attendance. Councilor Uteck requested
clarification as to the responsibilities of the abutting property owner when people rummage
through recycle bags and then place the unwanted bag of items in front of their property. This can
lead to denied collection if the bag is not properly sorted. By-Law Enforcement staff explained
that the abutting property owner is responsible to remove the items as per By-Law S300 and By-
Law S600 and that there is no HRM service provided to remove such items. These events can
lead to abutting property owners receiving an Order to Remove Curbside Solid Waste from By-
Law Services after the collection day.

In response to questions from Councilors Uteck and Karsten, staff explained the challenges in the
enforcement of illegal dumping, competing priorities for a regular Patrol response and the
evidentiary requirements for successful prosecution of an illegal dumping charge. The
Committee was satisfied with the Information Report as presented.

DISCUSSION

This matter is an outstanding agenda item for Council. It was referred to the SWRAC and
subsequently resolved. This report is submitted to have the matter removed from Council’s
pending items.

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

There are no budget implications.
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES/BUSINESS PLAN
This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved
Operating, Capital and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the
utilization of Capital and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation.

ATTACHMENTS

Information Report dated March 18, 2009 as presented at the SWRAC on March 26, 2009.

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html
then choose the appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-
4210, or Fax 490-4208.

Report Prepared by: Jeff Rogers,  Regional Coordinator By-Law Enforcement  490-3588

Halifax Regional Police

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________

Bill Moore, Superintendent Community Projects  490-4817

Halifax Regional Police

Report Approved by: _______________________________________ __________

(For) Deputy Chief Tony Burbridge 490-7138, HRP

http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html













