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    Item No. 2                  
 Halifax Regional Council 

 March 15, 2011 

  

 

TO:   Mayor Kelly and Members of Halifax Regional Council 

 

    
SUBMITTED BY:  

 Paul Dunphy, Director, Community Development 

 

DATE:  February 2, 2011 

 

SUBJECT:  Status Update - Halifax Explosion Memorial 

 

INFORMATION REPORT 

 

ORIGIN 

 

A letter from the Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee dated November 17, 2010, 

expressed concern over the lack of attention being paid to a sculpture commemorating the 

Halifax Explosion which had originally been installed in the front plaza of the Halifax North 

Memorial Library (HNMPL), currently being stored in HRM facilities. A subsequent meeting 

was held with various representatives of the Committee, His Worship Mayor Peter Kelly, and 

members of HRM Cultural Affairs staff. 

 

As a result of the meeting, staff was instructed to work toward the resolution of this issue. 
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BACKGROUND 

 

The Halifax Explosion Memorial was created by prominent Canadian artist Jordi Bonet as a 

feature of the Halifax North Branch Memorial Library. It was installed in the front grounds of 

the Library (Gottingen Street) in 1966. 

 

In 2003, public meetings were held to identify priority projects for the Gottingen Street 

Community. The Halifax North Memorial Library entrance plaza was identified as a potential 

project. The scope of this project included the replacement of the Halifax Explosion Memorial 

Sculpture which was in a state of disrepair and which had been deemed a public safety risk. In 

2004, the Streetscape Improvement Project (Capital District) confirmed the HNMPL as a 

priority. As part of the planning for the redevelopment of the HNMPL plaza, a conservation 

report was conducted on the Explosion Memorial Sculpture which made recommendations 

regarding the proper storage and ongoing treatment of the sculpture. 

 

After the conservator’s report in 2004, the artwork was moved to an outdoor HRM storage site 

where it sustained further damage and some components went missing. The remaining pieces of 

the sculpture were moved to a more secure HRM storage location. Some metal components of 

the sculpture were still being stored at the HNMPL. The pieces of the sculpture remained in 

these locations until very recently. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The attentiveness of the Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee has led to a renewed 

focus on the current condition of the sculpture. The Committee has expressed a great deal of 

interest in the restoration of the sculpture, citing the importance of the artwork’s creator, Jordi 

Bonet, an artist of national and international renown, as well as the importance of the Memorial 

as a commemoration of the Halifax Explosion and its impact on the city’s North End. 

 

Staff acknowledge that the removal of the artwork from its original site in front of the Library in 

2004 was executed improperly and without sufficient regard for the standards of collections 

management and heritage preservation. 

 

Over the last several months, steps have been taken to locate as many of the original components 

of the sculpture as possible and to identify a proper storage situation for these pieces according to 

the recommendations of the 2004 conservation assessment. As of late December 2010, all known 

remaining pieces of the sculpture had been collected and are currently being housed in a shipping 

container in the Cowie Hill storage yard. 

 

Over the next several months a conservator will conduct an inventory to categorize all remaining 

pieces of the sculpture. This information will be made available to all interested parties 

including, particularly, the Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee and the estate of 

the artist, Jordi Bonet. Based on the information compiled over the course of the inventory 

process, the recommendations made by the presiding conservator, research of best practices 

models of de-accessioning/decommissioning art and heritage objects, a decision will be made on 
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how to proceed with the sculpture. No determination on any possible treatment scenarios will be 

made prior to the conclusion of the inventory process, scheduled to take place in spring 2011, or 

without proper consultation with the Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee. 

 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

 

The budget implications of this report will be determined in and through the results of the 

upcoming conservation assessment, and through a thorough examination of best-practices 

treatment or de-accession options in coordination with the Halifax Explosion Memorial 

Sculpture Committee, the Jordi Bonet Foundation and relevant HRM staff. 

 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT POLICIES/BUSINESS PLAN 

 

This report complies with the Municipality’s Multi-Year Financial Strategy, the approved 

Operating, Project and Reserve budgets, policies and procedures regarding withdrawals from the 

utilization of Project and Operating reserves, as well as any relevant legislation. 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 

The community engagement component of this project has been mediated in large part through 

contact with the citizens group The Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee. This 

group has provided extensive background information on the sculpture, its deterioration and the 

various stages of its removal and storage. They have been an invaluable resource to the 

consideration of this sculpture and a strong advocate for its proper treatment and storage. The 

group is comprised of private citizens, historians and heritage stewards, members of the museum 

community and arts professionals. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

Attachment 1 - Most recent conservator assessment of the component pieces of the Jordi Bonet 

Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture, compiled by McIvor Conservation 

 

Attachment 2 – Letter from the Halifax Explosion Memorial Sculpture Committee dated 

November 17, 2010 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then choose the appropriate 

meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax 490-4208. 

 

Report Prepared by: Jamie MacLellan, Public Art Coordinator (902) 490-1039 

 

    

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________ 

   Andrew Whittemore, Manager, Community Relations & Cultural Affairs, 490-1585 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












