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SUBJECT:  Exemptions to Truck Route By-Law (T-400) 

 
INFORMATION REPORT 

 
ORIGIN 
 
Item 14.1 of the November 12, 2013 meeting of Halifax Regional Council: 

 

MOVED by Councillor Whitman, seconded by Councillor Hendsbee whereas local businesses 

are being negatively impacted by the Truck Route By-law. Council directs staff to prepare a staff 

report with suggested amendments to By-law T-400, that enable Council to grant exemptions for 

temporary situations and or local traffic. 

 

MOTION PUT AND PASSED 

 

Also: 

 

At the February 25
th

 2014 meeting of Halifax Regional Council, Councillor Whitman submitted 

a petition with 400 signatures requesting that local businesses located in the greater Hammonds 

Plains and Lucasville area be allowed unencumbered use of the Hammonds Plains and 

Lucasville Roads to conduct business with vehicles over 3000 kg. The petition requests that this 

be done by either removing, amending or changing By-law T-400 to say any vehicles of local 

businesses on the Hammonds Plains/Lucasville Road be exempt from prosecution when using 

any part of the Hammonds Plains and Lucasville Roads to conduct commercial business. 

 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 

Part VII, Section 188 “Power to make by-laws” of the HRM Charter and Part V, Section 194(4) 

“Temporary Weight Restrictions or Truck Route” of the Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
HRM’s Truck Route By-law (T-400) was enacted in 1998 to replace former City of Halifax 

Ordinance 155 and former City of Dartmouth By-law T-800, both respecting the regulation of 

heavy truck traffic on municipal roadways. The by-law is intended to restrict through traffic by 

heavy trucks to specific roadways such as major collectors, arterials and freeways, which are 

more suited for use by these types of vehicles and to minimize the number of, and disturbance 

by, heavy trucks using non-truck route roadways. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 

Restricting through traffic by heavy trucks to the higher class, major roadways ensures limited 

exposure of local, residential areas to the disturbances and safety concerns often associated with 

heavy trucks as well as ensuring the majority of this truck traffic is occurring on roadways that 

have been purpose-built to handle the increased size and weight associated with these types of 

vehicles. 

 

An exemption to the truck route by-law, granted to an individual or business, would allow the 

individual or business to operate heavy trucks on roadways that have been excluded from the 

identified truck routes. Such exemptions would result in challenges related to administration/ 

regulation and enforcement. 

 

In order to properly administer and regulate such exemptions, a process would need to be set up 

describing the procedure for making application to Council by the individual or business seeking 

the exemption. Such a process would need to consider the application format, applicable fee(s), 

information to be provided for review of the application, process for review of the applications 

and the physical form of the exemption itself (letter, certificate, permit, sticker, etc.). 

Consideration would also need to be given to criteria to be put in place in order to determine how 

and for what time frame the exemption would be issued i.e. should the exemption be issued 

permanently or for a specific period that would require renewal; would the exemption be vehicle 

specific, requiring an exemption for each individual vehicle, or issued to a business. 

 

Staff met with representatives from Halifax Regional Police, RCMP and provincial Vehicle 

Compliance in order to determine if there might be any specific challenges related to enforcing 

violations to the truck route by-law and the exemptions, should exemptions be issued. The main 

concern that was raised had to do with the ability to deal with the increased number of trucks that 

would be present on non-truck route roadways and the resources needed to determine which are 

in violation of the by-law and which are exempt. 

 

Traffic & Right of Way Services regularly receives complaints from residents about the presence 

of large trucks on streets near their homes or in areas where they feel these trucks should not be. 

Careful consideration needs to be given to the idea of allowing exemptions to the Truck Route 

By-law since such exemptions will no doubt be attractive to many businesses across the 

Municipality who operate large trucks. Exemptions to the Truck Route By-law will ultimately 

result in an increase in heavy truck traffic on non-truck route roadways, effectively negating the 

by-law itself, and therefore have an impact on the residents in areas where exemptions have been 

granted.  
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Should Council decide to move forward with amendments to the by-law, staff from Legal 

Services have provided wording, see Attachment A, which could be inserted into the by-law that 

would provide Council with the ability to grant exemptions.   

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

At this time, there are no financial implications associated with this report. Should Council wish 

to proceed with amendments to the by-law to grant exemptions, then staff would assess the 

financial implications associated with implementing such a program. 

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

Community engagement was not deemed necessary at this stage because the motion from the 

Councillor was a result of input from a resident. If Council decides to move forward with 

amendments to the by-law, community engagement would be provided through the public 

hearing process associated with the by-law amendment process. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1) Proposed Amendments to By-law T-400 to Allow Exemptions 

 

2) Current Truck Route By-law (T-400) 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.html then choose the appropriate 

meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 490-4210, or Fax 490-4208. 

 

Report Prepared by: Roddy MacIntyre, P.Eng., Transportation Engineer, 490-5525 

 

    

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________ 

   Taso Koutroulakis, P.Eng., P.T.O.E., Manager, Traffic & Right of Way Services, 490-4816     

 

     

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________ 

   Bill Moore, O.O.M., Deputy Chief, Halifax Regional Police, 490-7138 

 

 

Report Approved by: _________________________________________________ 

   Joshua Judah, Senior Solicitor, Legal, Insurance and Risk Management Services, 490-4226 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 



Attachment – A 
Proposed Amendments to By-Law T-400 to Allow Exemptions 

 
Grant of Exemptions by Council 
 
7 (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this By-Law, any person may make application to 
Council to be granted an exemption from any of the provisions of this By-Law with respect to driving a 
truck on a highway for which that person might be prosecuted. 
 
(2)  An application for an exemption shall be filed with the Municipal Clerk and shall include 
 (a)  a complete Truck Route Bylaw application form, attached to this Bylaw as Appendix A; and 
 (b)  the application fee, as prescribed by Administrative Order Number 15. 
 
(3)  The Municipal Clerk shall schedule the application to be heard during a Council session. 
 
(4)   Notice of the time, date and purpose of the Council Session at which the hearing is 
proposed to take place shall be 

(a)  mailed to the assessed owner or owners as shown in the records of the Regional Assessment 
Office, of property that abuts the portion of the highway that will be the subject of the hearing; 
or 
(b)  advertised in a newspaper circulating in the Municipality. 

 
(5)  The Municipal Clerk shall provide notice of the application to the Municipal Engineer.  The Municipal 
Engineer shall produce a recommendation report for Council in regard to the application. 
 
(6)  In deciding whether or not to grant an exemption, Council shall give the applicant, and 
any person opposed to the application, an opportunity to be heard during a Council Session and may 
consider such other matters as it deems appropriate. 
 
(7) In deciding whether or not to grant an exemption, Council shall give consideration to 

(a)  the social or commercial benefit of the exemption to the municipality; 
(b)  the views of any residents of the municipality which may be expressed to Council; 
(c)  the proposed hours of operation of the exemption; and 
(d)  the proposed duration of the exemption. 

 
(8) Council, by resolution, may 

(a)  grant the exemption applied for; 
(b)  grant any exemption of lesser effect; or 
(c)  refuse to grant any exemption. 
 

(9) Exemptions granted by Council shall 

1



(a)  specify the time period, not in excess of six months, during which the exemption shall be 

effective; and 

(b)  include such terms and conditions as Council deems appropriate. 

(10)  The Municipal Engineer shall issue an Exemption Certificate for each vehicle that is subject to an 

exemption granted by Council. 

 

(11)  The Driver of a vehicle that is subject to an exemption must 

 (a)  carry the Exemption Certificate in the vehicle at all times the vehicle is in operation; 

 (b)  display the Exemption Certificate upon the demand of a Peace Officer; and 

 (c)  surrender the Exemption Certificate to the Municipal Engineer upon his request. 

 

(12)  The Exemption Certificate replacement fee shall be prescribed by Administrative Order Number 15. 

 

(13) In addition to being prosecuted under this bylaw, any alleged breach by the applicant of any of the 

terms or conditions of any exemption granted by Council may be investigated by municipal staff.  

Municipal staff shall reported their finds to Council in writing and provide a copy of the report to the 

applicant.  Council may pass a resolution revoking the exemption, without the necessity of giving notice 

of rescinding motion, and such exemption shall be null and void as of the passing of such resolution. 



Attachment 2


























