
 

 
 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

Item No.   11.1.4              
 Halifax Regional Council 

 March 10, 2015 
  

 
TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 

    
SUBMITTED BY:  

Richard Butts, Chief Administrative Officer 
    
    
   Mike Labrecque, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DATE:   January 29, 2015 
 
SUBJECT:  Invitation to participate in 2015 Carbon Disclosure Project 

 
ORIGIN 
 
Environment & Sustainability Standing Committee, January 15, 2015 approved motion:  That the 
Environment and Sustainability Standing Committee request that staff prepare a report for Halifax 
Regional Council responding to the invitation to participate in the 2015 CDP Annual Information Request.   
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
HRM Charter, Part VIII, Planning and Development, Purpose of Part 208 (B) and (C) 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council endorse participation in the 2015 CDP Annual 
Information Request. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On January 5, 2015, the municipality received the invitation to participate shown in Attachment One.  The 
Mayors Office forwarded the correspondence to The Environment & Sustainability Standing Committee 
for consideration.   
 
The reporting period is by March 31, 2015. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Upon receipt of the invitation, staff reviewed the request to assess: 

 Policy rationale 

 Level of effort 

 Value of effort 
 
Policy Rationale:  There are four key Council approved plans that provide the policy direction that aligns 
with the request to participate in the Carbon Disclosure Project: 

1. Regional Plan:  The overarching policy guiding municipal activity adopted a vision that 
states that HRM’s vision for the future is to enhance our quality of life by fostering the 
growth of healthy and vibrant communities, a strong and diverse economy, and 
sustainable environment. 

2. Corporate Plan to Reduce Greenhouse Emissions:  Approved in 2012, the plan adopts a 
target to reduce corporate GHGs by 30% by 2020. 

3. Community Energy Plan:  In 2009, the municipality was signatory to the World Energy 
Cities Calgary Climate Accord and adopted the community GHG reduction target of 20% 
by 2020 and 80% by 2050. 

4. Municipal Climate Change Action Plan:  As a prerequisite for Gas Tax funding eligibility, 
all municipalities in Nova Scotia were required to complete a Municipal Climate Change 
Action Plan.   
 

Level of effort:  The Halifax approach will be to consolidate information already assembled for the Halifax 
Index and reporting required under Regional Plan and the approved Priorities and Functional Plans 
(Community Energy Plan, Municipal Climate Change Action Plan, and Corporate Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Reduction Plan).  There will be no new effort for revised data requirements.  It is estimated that 
based on that approach, and reporting what is available, that the effort is approximately 10 hours of staff 
time.    
 
Value of effort:  The value in responding is consistent with the existing Halifax approach.  The case for 
city disclosure, which can be viewed at https://www.cdp.net/en-US/Programmes/Documents/Case-for-
City-Disclosure.pdf, states that the effort will help drive economic competitiveness, improve risk 
management, and demonstrate value to society.  CDP is recognized as an official reporting platform of 
the Compact of Mayors, an agreement of C40 Cities, United Cities and Local Governments, and ICLEI 
(Local Governments for Sustainability).  Staff assess that the tangible value of submitting will be the 
ability to use the CDP deliverables, such as the 2014 Infographic shown in Attachment Two, to support 
dialogue around Community Planning and the improved integration of identified hazards with planning.  
The effort is consistent with the municipal application and approach to the Rockefeller Foundation’s 
Resilient Cities Program, and increasing municipal engagement on resiliency.  The global example will 
help with the usage of local and specific deliverables from the 2015 updated Community Hazard and Risk 
Vulnerability Analysis, led by HRM’s Emergency Management Office, in supporting Community Planning 
projects in the near future.  Further, by participating, Halifax will receive a benchmark report comparing 
the municipality to regional and global peers, highlighting areas for action and providing external 
recognition of Halifax’s successes to date in this area. 
 
 
 

https://www.cdp.net/en-US/Programmes/Documents/Case-for-City-Disclosure.pdf
https://www.cdp.net/en-US/Programmes/Documents/Case-for-City-Disclosure.pdf
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no implications to the 2014 / 2015 Operating or Project Budget.  The level of effort is expected 
to be approximately 10 hours of staff time.   
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
The desired outcome of responding to the information request is improved tools for community 
engagement.   
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The desired outcome of responding to the information request is increased community awareness and 
dialogue on climate change and community resiliency.   
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
Regional Council may choose to not endorse municipal participation in the annual information request.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment One:  Invitation to Participate in 2015 CDP Annual Information Request 
Attachment Two:  CDP Cities 2014 Infographics 
 
 
 
 

 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Richard MacLellan, Manager, Energy & Environment, 902.233.4846 
   Shannon Miedema, Environmental Performance Officer, 902.490.3665 
 
  

    
                                                                                                         
Report Approved by: Bob Bjerke, Chief Planning and Director, Planning & Infrastructure, 902.490.1627 
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