HALIFAX

P.O. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5 Canada 11.5.1
Item No.
Halifax Regional Council
October 6, 2015
TO: Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council
Original Signed
SUBMITTED BY: O =
Councillor Reg Rankin, Chair, Transportation Standing Committee

DATE: September 25, 2015
SUBJECT: Administrative Order #39, Annual Rate Review
ORIGIN

ltem 9.1.1, September 24, 2015 Transportation Standing Committee meeting

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

Section 21(2), Halifax Regional Municipality Charter states that “Each [standing] committee shall perform
the duties conferred on it by this Act, any other Act of the Legislature or the by-laws or policies of the
Municipality.”

Section 4(b) of the Transportation Standing Committee's Terms of Reference states the Committee shall
oversee and review the Regional Transportation policies, bylaws and functional plans;

Section 8(b) of the Transportation Standing Committee’s Terms of Reference states the Committee shall
take an active interest in the agencies, boards and commissions funded by HRM in the areas of
Transportation to ensure they continue to meet community needs and expectations

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council approve that the Taxi and Limousine Rates in
Administrative Order 39, Schedule 1, 2 and 3 remain unchanged.



Administrative Order #39, Annual Rate Review _
Council Report -2~ October 6, 2015

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION

A staff recommendation report dated August 6, 2015 was before the Transportation Standing Committee
at their September 24, 2015 meeting. The Committee did not discuss the matter further.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Financial implications are outlined in the staff report dated August 6, 2015

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Background on Community engagement in regard to the recommendation is outlined in the staff report.

The Transportation Standing Committee is comprised of six elected members of Regional Council.
Meetings are held on a monthly basis and are open to the public (unless otherwise indicated). Agendas,
reports and minutes are available on the Halifax website.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

There were no implications identified in the staff report.
ALTERNATIVES

There were no alternatives identified in the staff report.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1: Staff recommendation report dated August 6, 2015

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208.

Report Prepared by: Andrew Reid, Legislative Assistant, 902-490-5934




Attachment 1

HALIFAX

P.O. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5 Canada

ltem No. 9.1.1

Transportation Standing Committee
September 24, 2015

TO: Chair and Members of the Transportation Standing Committee

Original Signed
SUBMITTED BY:

Bob Bjerke, Chief Planner and Director Planning & Development

DATE: August 6, 2015
SUBJECT: Administrative Order #39, Annual Rate Review
ORIGIN

Section 3.0 A - Annual Rate Review, Administrative Order #39, Respecting Taxi and Limousine
Regulations.

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY

Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act, Section 305(1);

By-law T-1000, Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis and Limousines;

Administrative Order #39, Respecting Taxi and Limousine Regulation; and

Establishment of the Taxi and Limousine Liaison Group (TLLG) as approved by Regional Council, July 5,

2011,

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Transportation Standing Committee recommend to Regional Council the Taxi
and Limousine Rates in Administrative Order 39, Schedule 1, 2 and 3 remain unchanged.



Admin Order #39 Annual Rate Review
Transportation Standing Committee -2- September 24, 2015

BACKGROUND

Administrative Order #39, Respecting Taxi and Limousine Regulations, Section 3.0A - Annual Rate
Review, states:

3.0A ANNUAL RATE REVIEW

3.1A HRM shall review the rates set out in Schedules 1, 2, and 3 to this Administrative Order at
least once every calendar year and shall consider the percentage change from the previous year in the
Nova Scotia Consumer Price Index (“percentage change”) as found in the Statistics Canada Consumer
Price Index, by Province (Nova Scotia) Annual January Report, as follows:

(a) If the percentage change over the previous calendar year is less than 2.5%, no further
consideration shall be given to a rate review. However, the percentage change for that year will be
carried forward to the following year and added to the percentage change for that year, and
subsequent years, until the total of the percentage change is 2.5% or greater.

(b) If the percentage change over the previous calendar year, or cumulative calendar
years as set out in (a), is 2.5% or greater, a report shall be prepared for consideration by Regional
Council on whether to increase the rates set out in Schedules 1,2, and 3 to this Administrative
Order. The report shall include some or all of the following:

(i) input from industry stakeholders;

(i)  Statistics Canada Consumer Price Index, by Province (Nova Scotia) Annual
January Report information;

(i)  a survey of other Canadian municipalities;

(iv) anindependent review from the Greater Halifax Partnership; and

(v)  any other information that, in the opinion of the Municipality, may assist Council
in its consideration.

(c) Once Regional Council has considered a rate increase in accordance with (b), the
percentage change as cumulated in (a) shall reset, whether or not Regional Council has voted to
increase the rates set out in Schedules 1, 2, and 3 to this Administrative Order.

(d)  Nothing in this section shall prevent Regional Council at any time, by resolution, from
considering whether to modify the rates set out in Schedules 1, 2, or 3 to this Administrative Order
outside of the annual review.

The 2013 Nova Scotia CPI was 1.2%, as set out in Appendix A, which is less than the 2.5% required to
trigger a taxi rate review.

The 2014 Nova Scotia CPl was 1.7%, as set out in Appendix A, which is less than the 2.5% required to
trigger a taxi rate review.

The combined percentage change in the Nova Scotia CPI for 2013 and 2014 totals 2.9%, exceeding the
2.5% trigger, thus requiring a taxi rate review.

DISCUSSION

In February 2015, staff conducted a cross jurisdictional scan on taxi rates. The results are contained in

the comparison chart set out in Appendix B. The comparison chart was presented to the Taxi and
Limousine Liaison Group (TLLG) in March 2015, for consideration and comment.



Admin Order #39 Annual Rate Review
Transportation Standing Committee -3- September 24, 2015

At the May 27, 2015 TLLG meeting, a discussion was held regarding the issue of a taxi rate increase.
The consensus concluded a rate increase should not be recommended at this time. Upon the conclusion,
two specific components of the rate calculation were discussed and considered important for future rate
reviews:

e Any future rate adjustment should consider a comparison of the HRM taxi drop rate to other
municipalities, and

e the additional passenger rate should be dropped to $0.50 from $0.70 and have a one-time $0.50
fee for parcels and groceries handled by the driver and remove the $0.10 per bag fee, as this
would help to standardize setting in the taxi meters.

Included as part of the review mechanism, staff requested Greater Halifax Partnership to review TLLG
conclusions relative to taxi rates from an economic development perspective. Communications received
July 2, 2015 from the Greater Halifax Partnership have confirmed they have reviewed materials provided
and reports no concerns with the content/analysis.

EINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

No implications identified.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

At the March & May 2015, meetings of the TLLG, general discussions were held regarding the cross
jurisdictional rate cart information and consideration of a rate increase.

ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A: Statistics Canada Nova Scotia CPIl 2013 & 2014
Appendix B: Canadian Municipality Rate Comparison Chart

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208.

Report Prepared by: Kevin Hindle, Supervisor, Regional Licensing 902-490-2550
Original Signed

Report Approved by:
Jim Dongvan, Manager of Municipal Compliance 902.476.8211




APPENDIX A

Consumer Price Index, by province (Nova Scotia) Page 1 of 2

L s ]
Bell Somme Somememen Canada
Statistics Canada

Home > Summary tables >

Relatod tabive: Gogpumer =% Share this page
price indexes.

Consumer Price Index, by province
{Mova Scotia)

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
2002=100

N.5.
All-items 118.3 i23.7 135.4 1366 128.8
Food 128.2 134.1 137.8 139.6 141.5
Shelter 125.5 131.2 1352 138.1 141.1
Househald operations,
furnishings and equipment 110.7 111.9 113.1 115.0 117.2
Clathing and foctwear B9.8 892.9 93.7 95.9 96.2
Transportation 114.1 121.7 123.9 124.5 125.9
Health and personal care 112.9 115.3 116.7 115.5 116.4
Recraation, education and
reading 107.4 108.1 1083 147.7 109.6
Alcohotic beverages and
tobacco products 156.0 1640.4 163.1 167.9 176.2
Special aggregates
All-ibems excluding food 114.2 130.4 1228 123.9 126.2
All-IDEms exciiding enargy 115.4 118.0 119.5 121.0 122.9

% change from pravious year

All-ltemsg 1.2 3.8 1.0 1.2 1.7
Food 1.9 4.5 28 1.3 1.4
Shelter 1.2 4.5 3.0 2.1 2.2
Household ocperations,

furnishings and eguipment 2.1 1.1 1.1 1.7 1.9
Clothing and footwear =1.1 3.5 0.9 2.3 2.4
Transportation - 4.6 5.7 1.8 0.5 1.1
Health and personal care 1.6 21 1.2 -1.0 0.8

Recreation, education and
reading 1.5 0.7 0.2 -0.6 1.8

Alcohaolic beverages and
tobacco products 5.1 2.8 1.7 2.9 4.9

Special apgragates

hitp://www.statean. ge.ca/tables-tableawd/'sum-som/101/est01/econ09d-eng htm 06/08/2015



Consumer Price Index, by province (Nova Scotia)

Page 2 of 2
All-ltems excluding Food | 2.3 | 1.6 | 1.7 1.1 | 1.9
All-items excluding energy 1.8 23 13 1.3 1.6
Note: Annual average indexes are obtained by averaging the Indexes for the 12 maonths of the calendar year.

Source: Statistics Canada, CANSIM, table 326-0021 and Catalogue nos. §2-001-X and G2-010-X,
Last modified: 2015-01-23.

Ta learn more about the Consumer Price Index, see Your Guide to the Copsumer Price index

Find information related to this table (CANSIM table(s); Definitions, data sources and methods,; The Daily,
publications; and related Summary tables).

Date modified: 2015-01-23

hitp:/fwww.statcan.gc.ca'tables-tableaux/sum-som/101/est0 1 /econ09d-eng him 06082015



APPENDIX B
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